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Saifur at Thrift Day function ‘ TR b

Shun over-consumption
to attain self-reliance

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday said savings
and investment are keys to
augment national develop-
ment, reports BSS,

He said, as a nation we need
t0 inculcate the habit of thrift
for attaining the much coveted
goal of self-reliance.

The Finance Minister was
addressing as the chiel guest
the 68th World Thrift Day
function organised by Jatiya
Sanchay Paridaptar at Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) auditorfum
in Dhaka. The Thrift Day was
introduced in Milan, Italy in

1924,
State Minister for Finance

mb\u Rahman was the
guest
Presided over by Secretary
Internal Resources Division
(IRD) Dr Mashtur Rahman, the
function was addressed by the
Director of Jatiya Sanchay
Partdaptor.

Rahman said, we need to
shun extravagance and over

consumption and will have to
cul our coats according to our
cloths.

He said during the last au-
tocratic me the whole na-
tion was plunged into extrava
gance and the entire national
economy was in disorder. He
said, increased savings and In-
vestment were possible préd-
vided there was disciplined
macro-economic management.

The present democratic
government during its about
two years, of rule has brought
about adequate measures to

contain inflation and tune the -

fiscal and monctary policics
with the objective of the
democratic government, he
said.

The Finance Minister said
during the last six months of
the present fiscal year savings
has shown encouraging trend
compared to Lthat of the corre-
sponding period of last fiscal.
But we need to raise the sav-
ings rates much higher to be
as per with the regional eoun-
tries like India and Pakistan.
He said India has a savings rale
of 21 per cent, Pakistan 10
per cent against only 4 to 5
per cent of our country.

The national savings projcct

which started in fiscal 1979-
80 with Taka 67.59 crore in-
vestment now stood al Taka
1320.60 crore in fiscal 1991-
92. In total 73 savi bureau
are working throughout the
country. .

The slogan ol the World
Bank this year is "Save More
and Invest More,” he said
adding in a recessionary global
economy where the developed
western countries have little
savings. as a dcveloping poor
country we need to be very
cautious to best utilize the
scarce resources o have max-
fmum retums.

In the context ol global
economic condition we will
have to accumulate all our re-

" sources and coordinate all av-

enues to reduce dependence

on fofeign aid and cmerge as a
sell-reliant nations.

Indian chamber
team for joint

“venture projects

An Indian chamber delega--
tion yesterday showed keen in-
terest in establishing joint-
venture projects in several

sectors of Bangladesh,
reports UNB. .

The Indian investors would

like milk, dairy and livestock,
r generation and distri-
tion, aluminfum foil manu-
facturing, cargo movement
and fute and jute manufactur-

ing lor joint venture.

An oflicial handout said the
interest was shown by the vis-
iting 11-member trade delega-
tion of Bengal Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Calcutta (BCCIC) when it called
on Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman in the conference
room of the Planning Ministry.

Talking to the dclegation
members, Saifur Rahman said
Bangladesh had opened up its
market for joint venture col-
laboration and hoped that the
Indian ment would also
opcn its market for Bangla-
deshi and entreprencurs
so Lhat the bilateral trade
imbalance could be reduced.

‘Students protest
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damaged at least seven wvehi-
cles here.

They also severely beat up
student leader of Rajsha
Government College.

Police arrested ten of the
agitating students.

The members of School
Chhatra Okkya Parishad also
handed over a memorandum to
the Controller of Examina-
tions, Rajshahi Board at Il am.

Later they brought out a
procession. When it reached
Shahed Bazar, police ob-
structed the procession.

At this stage, the proces-
sfonists turned violent and
da five buses including
one of Rajshahi University car-

female students. Three of
— Mina, Mila and Mala —
reccived serious injuries.

Near the Rajshahi Govern-
ment College they damaged
two buses.

At one stage,
school s beat up presi-
- sl Il; nf bhhl‘ﬂll’
n.fmcu unit, 3
dul Hassan Hiro. He was ad-
mitted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital in an unco-
nscious state, His condition
was stated to be critical.

Our Faridpur correspondent
reporis: At lcast 10 persons
were injured in the town today
when the agitating school stu-
dents pclted stones towards
the vehicles.

A microbus of the Direc-
torate of Fish and a car of an
NGO were damaged in the
incident.

Vice-prestdent of Faridpur
Rajcndra College Central Stu-
dents Union Ziaul Hasan later
managed to control the
situation.

The students earlier bro-
ught out a procession [rom
Faridpur High School, which,
while passing through the
Faridpur General Hospital,
attacked the vehicles. They
also held a rally in front of the
Faridpur Press Club.

Our correspondent reports
from Kishroeganj: Students of
different educational institu-
tions brought out a procession
here Saturday over a rumour
that the government would
abolish objective system in the
SSC examinations from next
year. The tating students
also two BRTC buses

and a pickup van belonging to
BADC cold storage.

UNB adds from Strajganj: At
least 20 students were injured,

Editor : 8. M. Ali

one seriously, in a clash be-
tween police and school stu-
dents here today over a ru-
mour that government has de-
cided to withdraw objective
type questions in the SSC ex-
aminations. |

About 300 students of dif-
ferent schools equipped with
sticks brought out a procession
in the town. They ransacked
five high schools and office of
the Deputy Commissioner a
around 11.30 am. ¥

The young protestors also
damaged 5 rickshaws and an
emergency medicine vehicle
u:h.:.rlnfI their procession.

Police reserted to lath-
icharge on the students when
they started throwing stones at
the DC office and broke its
window-panes.

Several students including a
number of pedestrian were in-
jured. Serfously injured Titu
was admitted to the local hos-
pital.

Police arrested 12 students
in this connection. The ar-
rested are: Sohel, Shamim Al-
Hazi Billah, Delwar Hossain
(Class 10), Shakhawat, Masum
(class-8) of Victoria High
School, Rahim Talukdar, Sha-
riful Islam (Class-10) Amar Ali
(Class-9) of Gandayini High

School, Ujjal (Class -7) Railway

High School, Milton, Bin Mo-
hammad (Class-10) of B L
Government College and Mo-
sharral (Class-9) of Jahanara
High School.

Body to probe
allegations
against
Ganasashthya

The Health Minister yes-
terday constituted a four-
member inquiry committee to
probe allegations against the

Ganasashthya Kendra at Savar,
reports UNB. '

A government handout
asked all haying specific com-
plaints against Ganasashthya

* Kendra, Ganasashthya Trust to

submit those in writing to the
probe body sccretary, Muha-
mmad Abdul Haque, room
number 16, block-56 (first
floor) of the Election Commi-
ssion Secretariat at Sher-e-
Nagar.

can also call number
815212-16/18 for telephonic
contact with the secretary.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

Human rights and com-
mon-laws are being violated in
this region in a large scale due
to lack of awareness of the
people about their rights to get
rid of their sufferings, reports
UNB.

Renowned jurists of the
sub-continent made this ob-
servation at a two-day seminar
on "Rights in Scarch of
Remedies: A Review of Publie
Interest Litigation (I’IL) iIn
South Asia” that ecnded in the
city yesterday.

They said that the people of
the sub-continent were not
getting their justice as thou-
sands of cases rcmained pend-
ing years alter ycars.

The jurists urged the social
forces to creale awarencss
among the common pecople
about their rights to remove
their sulferings,

Some 28 cmincent judges
and lawycrs [rom India,
Pakistan and host Bangladcsh
participated in lhc seminar

jointly organiscd by Madaripur

Legal Aid Association and Ain O
Shalish Kendra at a loeal mar-

11 killed in Jammu
.bomb blast

NEW DELHI, Oct 31: At
least 11 people were killed
when a bomb exploded in a bus
in India's northern Jammu and
Kashmir state today, the Prcss
Trust of India (PTI) said, re-
ports Reuter.

It said a powerful explosion
ripped through the bus at a
bridge ncar Jammu, winter
capital of the stalc.

Che Daily Star

ket.

Justice Mostala Kamal, a
Judge of the Appellate Division
of the Supremec Court of
Bangladesh chaired the first
session of the concluding day
that reviewed experiences ol
PIL.

Chiel Justice of Pakistan
Justice M Afzal Zullah, pre-
senting a papcr on "Human
Rights in Pakistan,” said only
Sarriah Law can ensurc the
human rights of mankind.

He said pcoples in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh are
not aware ol their rights due to
their illiteracy and this is why
human rights are being vio-
lated here largely.

Alzal Zullah obsecrved that
NGOs in India and Bangladesh
have succeeded in various
cases Lo create  awarencss
among the pcople, but in
Pakistan, the NGOs arc yel to
achieve success in this regard.

Replying to a question from
the audience, the Pakistan
Chiel Justice said, "1 say
Bismillah before beginning be-
cause |slam is a way of lile and
the socicty which | belongs,
started from 1400 years ago.”

“It's not the question ol
faith . . . its my life and part of
our life”, he said adding that
Pakistan is dctermined W es-
tablish = Sharriah ‘{:uw tl?! afl
walks of Itfc.

Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman, a Judge of the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court of Bangladesh, presented®
another paper on. "Existing
Avenucs for PIL in Bangladesh.”

He said the concept of PIL
is nol a ncw onc as the lan-

Human rights being violated | ™
in large scale, jurists say

guage indicates, but this con-
cepl assumed a new dimension
in rccent years in this sub-con-
tincnt and other third world
countrics.

Justice Rahman said the
helplessness may arise due to
financial inability, lack of
awarcencss of the existing
rights cither constitutional or
legal and the disadvantaged
position in the socicety of such

n or group of persons to
grl-ng a cause of action before a
court of law against infringe-
ment of such rights.

Referring to the codc of
criminal procedure, he said
Bangladesh is empowcered lo
issuc the writ on an applica-
tion by the prisoner or atl the
instance of any other person
on his bchall or by the court
suo motu to secure the liberty
of the person Iimprisoncd
without any lawful authority
or taken into custody violating
his fundamental right to [ree
movement in an unlawful man-
ner.

He stressed the need for
amendment of "Environmental
Pollution Control Ordinance
1977" in Bangladesh and said
somc steps may be taken for
providing a suitable amend-
ment in this regard. :

This will create scope for a
citizen to bring an actfon for
protection of lves of living
ones from the hazard and
threat of pollution by means of
discharge into the atmo-
sphere, which tends to pol-
hute the environment and Lhis
is to be done in the intcrest of
the public in general, he said.
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: Opponents

rom 1 Col 4
General Secretary Khairul
Kabir Khokan, Sardar Tolazzal
Hossain Liagat, and Tofazzal
Hossain Bhulyan.

She said the quarters which
by collaborating with the auto-
cratic forces had delayed the
process of restoration of
democracy, were out to de-
stroy democracy as they are

to development of the
country. She further said
whenever the country moves
to the path of progress, the
same forces became active to
disrupt the development pro-
cess.

Earlier, Begum Zia planted
a sapling at Monohordi Dak

Bangalow premises.

"Youth a great
asset of nation’

Prime Minister Degum
Khalcda Zia said that the gov-
ernmenl was dctermined to
ensure aclive participation of
the youth community in nation
building activities, rcports
BSS.

In a message on the occa-
sion ol National Youth Day the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment was active in taking
programmes [or developing
the youth community as human
resource and work foree.

Begum Khaleda Zia said
youth communily was a Frcnt
assct and driving force of the

"Our youth has a glorious
heritage”, she said adding the
people of the country would
always remember the laudable
role and sacrifice of the youth
during the language move-
ment, war of independence,
anti autocratic movement and
during calamitics.
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'The Midnight File

on Saturday, and about 35 people

An incoming ex
train that was

train collided with a
pulling out of Central Station, Dutch
reported. Both were travelling

ﬂk. including the engineer of
serious injurics, said police

at low

the
spokesman Jacques Neyts.

Neyts refused to confirm media reports that the trains col-

lided because Lthey were on the same track.

were investigating the cause of the crash, reports AP,

Pak army major to die

KARACHI, Oct 31: The army
‘cer to death for the slaying of nine

crime crackdown in the southern Sindh Provinee. Thirteen
other soldiers invoived in the killings were sentenced to e
in prison. it was belicved to be the first Uime that an army
court had handed down a dcath senlence against one of its
officers for involvement in a mass killing of civilians, reports

AP.

From Page 1 Col 8

half |
mfuw. encamped In
I the southern region along the

Myanmar frontier, spoke of
torture, rape, murder and
forced conscription by
Myanmar soldiers. Yangon de-
nies the charge.

I Faruk said two officials from
Geneva-based United Nations
High Commissioner for
ugees watched Saturday's
departure of the refugees as
they boarded a boal o cross
the frontier Naal river.

The delayed recpatriation
has remained slow as most
rcfugeces mistrust Myanmar's
military regime.
| Though Bangladesh has in-
volved the UNHCR on its side
of the repatriation. Myanmar
still .rcfuses to let the UN reliefl

Three to die 1n
Bogra for
killing two

| DBOGRA, Oct 31: Three
people werc sentenced today
to death and another to 10
ycars rigorous imprisonment
in a sensational double-murder
| case, reports UNI3,

Additional District and
Scssions Judge Abu Zaflar
Siddique pronounced the
death scntence of Kamal,
Imdad and Matin and 10 years
Rl on Haider Ali in a jam-

court.

Matin, who remained ab-
sconding, was tried in absen-
tia.

Haider, a rickshawpuller,
| was also fined Tk 2,000 or an-
other cutien, the accused shot
dead Shaferuddin'and Abdur
Rashid in broad daylight in the
town on April 24 last year.

Shafcruddin and Rashid,
pcon and stretcherman re-
spectively of Bogra Mohammad
Al Hospital, shot at when they
rcsisted hijackers snatching
I the moncy they were carrying

to the hospital.

The accused killed them in
the hospital premiscs at noon
and dccamped with about Tk
1,000,000 drawn f[rom the

' Bangladesh Bank for salary of
the hospital stall.

Two get life

— Star

Ahmadis accuse Jamaat | Half-?mpty House

From Page 1 Col 8

‘The Jamaat-e-Islami has
taken up the same old strategy
as in 1952 to rcpress the
Ahmadis as the Jamaal was
once again losing {ts ground
and the popular demand today
for punishment of the Jamaat

chicf Golam Azam necded a di-
version’, they said.

Muhammad Mustala Ali, na-~

tional amir of the Ahmadiyya
community in Bangladesh, ex-
pressed anxicty over the risc
of religious fundamentalism in
the country and said ‘religious
fundamentalism can never
bring about any good to the
nation and If it is allowed to
grow, it will only help certain
political quarters.’

General secrctary of the
AMJB Dr Mir Mobassher Al,
natlional amirs Bhijir Ali and
Makbul Ahmed Khan, addi-
tional national amir Abdul Bari
and chiefl missionary Abdul
Awal Khan Chowdhury were
present at the press confer-
ence, held at the AMJD's
Bakhshi Bazar Complex.

The Ahmadi sect lcaders
resented the recent move (o
force the government an-
nounce the Ahmadis as non-
Muslim and termed that such
move 'itself is un-Islamic.’

Explaining the secctarian
difference between the Sunnis
and the Ahmadis, the chief
missfonary said that there was
no difference of opinjon over
the basic tenets of Islam.

"Wc too are the followers of
Prophct Hazrat Muhammad
Mustafa (SM) and perform all.
the five principal rites like the
Sunnis,” he added.

Khan Chowdhury said ‘we
too believe - that Prophet

+ Muhammad is the last Prophet

and the only difference is that
we belicve Imam Mchdi (RA)
would descend on earth as the
interpretating Prophet and as
the follower of the Prophet
Muahmmad (SM).’

According to Lhe estimate
of the AMJB leaders, the total
number of people belonging to
the Ahmadiyya community is
about one lakh is Bangladesh.

Mcanwhile, Maolana Abdul
Awal, president of the Bang-
ladesh Awami Ulema Parishad
in a stalement Saturday cop-
demned the attack on the
Ahmadiyya Complex saying 'the
ransacking was a part of a
decp-rooted conspiracy’.

The submission of memo-
randum by the Khatib of the
Baitul Mukarram national
mosque to the Speaker of the
Jatiya Sangsad on October 15,
activities of Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Matiur Rahman Nizami
and the Thursday's attack was
inter-related, he said.

The Ulema Parishad chiefl
demanded of the government
to ensure security to the peo-
ple belonging to the Ahmadi
scc! ano sald "otherwise the
government will have to take
the full responsibility.”

From Page 1 Col 7
promulgating the ordinance
earlier.

"It is a primary victory of
the opposition that the BNP
has staged a back-out from
plans to pass the bill in the
original form’, Suranjit ob-
scerved and added that gov-
ernment would virtually em-
brace a total delcat on Lhis is-
suc by means of the
law in the face of irresistible
mass movement of the opposi-
tion partics soon.

Mohammad Nasim, while
contacted last night, said: "We
shall not go back to the House
until the proposed black law is
withdrawn.”

According to Nasim, the
Five-party alllance and. the
Patriotic Democratic Front
have already met Sheikh
Hasina and cxpressed their
determination to be with her
to resist the bill through a
movement.

Before ‘the bill was intro-
duced in the House amid a
stormy walk out staged by the
bigger opposition fes on
(}cgtfbcr g{o the had [aced
strong objections frem the op-
position parties within the
House on two occasions.

The opposition uniledly

tested the Treasury bench
EI: while laying the ordinance
in the House on the opening
day of the current scssion of
parllament on October 11, and
then it was again opposed

through a 'disapproval motion’
moved by the opposilion on
Oclober 26.

The disapproval motion was
rejected by the llouse by a di-
vision vote of 153 to 94 on
October 26.

On October 27 the Awami
League-led opposition staged a
stormy walk out when the bill
was aboul to be introduced,
and later announced its deci-
sion for taking to the strects
to resist the bill.

The Awami League, the PDF
and the Five-party alliance are
scheduled to hold a public rally
jointly, while the Jatiya Party
8¢ y. this afternoon. The
Jamaal and the 10J have de-
cided to protest against the
bill in the House this cvening,

The Awami Lcague-led op-
position will also meet this
evening at the official resi-
dence of Sheikh Hasina to de-

‘cide its next course ol action.

6 get 14 yrs RI

for dacoity

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 31: The
District Judge of Barguna
Baharul Islam today sentenced
six persons to 14 years rigor-
ous imprisonment each for

commitiing dacoity in a
trawlcr.

The convicted persons are:
Faruque, Shamsu, Molazzal,
Sobhan, Manju and Mozammel.

term for acid
; thl'OWing

CHAPAI NAWABGANJ, Oct
31: Two youngmen were today
scntenced to jail for life for
throwing acid on a young-
woman, rcports UNB. .

Golam Mustafa (32) and his
friend Golap were found guilty
of critically injuring Suraya
Parveen (20) by throwing acid.
Golap was awarded the pun-
ishment in absentia.

According to the prosecu-
tion Mostala had thrown acid
on his wile Suraya Parveen
(20) while she was Jeaving a
"shalish” in which she got di-
vorced from Mostala on April
18, 1991,

Parveen had been rushed
to the Sadar Hospital in a erit-
ical condition.

Her maternal uncle Prol
Afzal Hossain Had filed a case

with the Nawabganj police.
Diarrhoea

| claims 33 in

Manikganj

From Our Correspondent

MANIKGANJ, Oct 31: Al
I least 33 people died of diar-

rhoeca in seven thanas of the
district during the last three
weeks. Of them scven persons
dicd in Shibalaya, five in
Daulatpur, three in Ghior, four
| in Horirampur, five in Saturia,

four in Singair and five in sadar
thana of the district.
Daulatpur, a, Satu-

ria and Manikganj are the
worst allected areas. Scarcity
of oral saline and other

medicines badly hamperin
I the treatment n? the lEctmg
people.

Seven temporary diarrhoea
control centres have been set
| up in the seven thana health
complexes. Seventy-one med|-
cal tcams have also been sent

to alfected areas to combat the
l discase .

1104 Rohingyas leave

supcrvise

the retumees.

The repatriation was
scheduled to begin from May
IS under a h-
Myanmar pact in April.

But it was delayed as the
Muslim refugees refused to re-
turn home untfl human rights

condition Iimprove In
Myanmar.

Al least 13 s have so
far died in police on vio-
lent protesters sinece the
repatriation move in .

At a repatriation last
week Myanmar agreed to grant
Bangladeshi access

to Arakan to sce how the re-
turnces are treated. Y

also promised to lake a num-

ber of steps to boost
Rohingyas' conflidence and
trusti.

No reporicrs have visited
Arankan since the
Foreign journalists Hm-
ited access to Myanmar, ruled
by a junta.

Mcanwhile, police rcached
by telcphone at Cox's Bazar
said they arresied (wo
Rohingya leaders on

Saturday
for their alleged campaign

against the voluntary repatria-
tion.

The leaders detained from
Balukhali camp-2 have been
identificd as Abdur Rashid
Mastcr and Ahmed Hossain.

S-year RI

From Page | Col 8
charge- shect of the casc was
submitted on Oclober 22. A to-
tal of 10 prosccution wilficsscs
were examined. .

The minimum punishment
for diffcrent offences wnder
the ordinance is five years jail
term, while the maximum is
death sentcncee.

Ramzan Ali (27), a street
hawker, was implicated in this
case for twin charge of at-
tempting to cxtort money and
causing scrious injury to a
woman by hurling home-made
bomb.

The prosccution case, in
bricf, was that Ramzan All de-
manded money f[rom one
Mujibur Rahman, a small plas-
tic factory owner in La
arca on Seplember 21. r
Rahman refused to comply
with Ramzan threatened him
with dire consequences on
September 24. Later, he threw
a bomb which badly affected
the face of Rahima Begum, a
woman worker.

The defence rejected the
allcgations and said the case
was brought with malafide in-
tention to viclimisc Ramzan
who wanted to marry Suralya,
sister of Mujibur Rahman.

Ramzan, who hails [rom
Shariatpur, was sent to jail.

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan appecared on be-
half of the state, while APP M
Masud Ahmed Talukdar
plcaded for the accused. State
provided lawyer for the ae-
cuscd.

The delence lawyer said he

would file appeal against the
judgement.

Bush : Irarég?e

From Page |
said

"It demonstrates that
President Bush knew and ap-
proved of President Reagan's
secret deal to swiap arms for
hostages, Today's disclosure ...
not only directly contradicts
the resident's claims, it dimin-
ishes the credibility of the
presidency.” .

Bush said the disclosure
was nothing new. "That's all
been testified to over and over
again. It is absolutely absurd,”
he said in an interview on
Cable News Network's “Larry
King Live” on Friday night.

Bush said he had said
times that he suppo
President Reagan's actions in
selling arms to Iran but did not
know about the details, such as
diverting money from the arms
sales to the Contras fighting
the Sandinistas in

had
sales to the Contras.

Earlier, Bush said he was
confident he would come from
behind to win re-clection on
Tucsday while Clinton admit-
ted he was getting anxious
about the outcome.




