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- An Independent Judiciary

A number of issues and problems which hinder
the growth of a healthy judiciary in countries in
this region came up for a stimulating discussion
on the very first day of a seminar of noted jurists
of South Asia, which opened here on Friday, The
two-day meeting — too short for our liking — had
a specific theme, namely, "Rights in Search of
Remedies: A Review of Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) in South Asia." However, as expected, the
deliberation, based on several thought-provoking
papers, clearly revealed that the subject, under
study, is linked to a number of fundamental
problems which are yet to be satisfactorily re-
solved In cbuntries in this region, especially in
Bangladesh. They range from the application of
the Rule of Law and the independence of the ju-
diciary to public awareness of the role of court in
our everyday life to a general reluctance in most
countries to modernise the legal system inher-
ited from our colonial past.

While the number of PIL has been on the in-
crease in atleast two South Asian countries, India
and Pakistan — in this and other respects,
Bangladesh is lagging behind — problems affect-
ing millions of impoverished disadvantaged peo-
ple remain outside the concern of the legal fra-
ternity. The situation would definitely improve if

(and when) non-governmental organisations, like °

Madaripur Legal Aid Association and Ain-O-
Shalish Kendra which jointly organised the semi-
nar, undertake a public awareness campaign on
the issues involved. Such a campaign can make a
headway il people feel that something is being
done in our countries to expedite the process of
justice in the case of under-trial prisoners, to
improve the conditions in over-crowded prisons
and to eliminate or atleast reduce scopes for tor-
ture and harassment of people who, sometimes
for no fault of their own. find themselves in po-
lice custody. Here, we must face the unpleasant
fact that there is just too much cynicism, even
among the educated people, about the adminis-
tration of justice in countries in this region. In
this respect, the restoration of parliamentary
democracy in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal has
helped, but not as much as we had expected.

In the final analysis, much depends on how fast
we can ensure the independence of the judiciary
and the application of the Rule of Law. In
Bangladesh, there are complaints of administra-
tive interferences by the executive branch of the
government in the activities ol courts, complaints
which deserve carelul scrutiny. Again, are indi-
vidual liberties. as supposedly guaranteed under
the Rule of Law, seriously curtailed by Special
Powers Act or by ordinances which ofler sweep-
ing powers (o law-enforcing agencies in the name
of fighting terrorism? To these questions, politi-
cians have their answers. But jurists may well
have a dillferent perspective, perhaps more ob-
Jeclive and dispassionate than that of politicians,
which we may hear through the seminar that, we
hope. has been a success.

We also hope that there will be a follow-up
meeting as well as a published report on its de-
liberation. Thiss we believe, will be a uselul step
towards creating public awareness of the role of
an independent judiciary in South Asia.

A fair deal for youth

Today is the International Youth Day. Whatever
it was intended to mean by those that introduced
it. we have enough of things to fashion it as suits
our own needs. And those needs are as many
sided as they are momentous. For one thing,
youth constitutes more than half, if not nearing
three-quarters, of our population. A mighty thing
it is, but unfortunately, hardly weighty at all. They
are, all tens of millions of them, beleaguered and
bedeviled by joblessness, illiteracy and uneduca-
tion, Incapacity and incapability, and to complete,
lack of opening to anywhere.

Only decades back things were quite different
ca g forward the tradition set by the incom-
parably brilliant guru -of the young Bengal,
Derozio, the sisters Toru and Auru Dutt or the
other Dutt, Madhusudan, the example of youth
burning bright in a predominantly medieval and
feudal Bengal was epitomised by Rabindranath,
This creative surge had an equally important
counterpart on the social reformist and political
activist sides. The independence struggle against
the colonial British, although led appropriately
venerable oldies, was all a mighty successful
heave of the youth of the subcontinent. By the
same token the mcssalﬁ: of a resurgent sense of
distinction of the Mus farmers and cultivators
of Bengal was percolated down to the broad
masses wholly by the youth, It was youth again
who saw through the evil designs of a burgeon
Pakistan colonialism and sounded the firs
alarms. Up until the Bengalees broke away from
the Pakistan yoke made wholly of religion-com-
munal bluff, it was the youth who led the whole
way of the millions that died in the Liberation
War, all those that went down fighting were the
golden youth.

And then what happened? Youth were reduced
to being mere tools in the hands of political and
even worse ambitions of older people. The
Bangladesh youth were very largely mastanised by
Eowr.-ru that be instead of grooming them into

ullders of a dynamic and healthful society.

The youth no more count, their bewildered
state so aptly illustrated by their taking
to narcotics and related violent ¢ . which is
sa up all that is in them. And this is ha
du the socio-political helmsmanship o
those well past youth. What a deal for those to
whom we leave the shaping of our social and
human :

The naming of an infamous building as Juba-
Bhaban or the setting up of the so-called numer-
ous Juba Complexes as happened in the past —
can at best serve to undermine the idealistic
character of youth. The institution of a youth
ministry, so very welcome it seemed at the time,
a most fronic baptism when young murderers
local terrors of various localities were offered

sanctuary inside the Youth Minister's
| . The game continues to this day

a snowballed magnitude,
International Youth Day
totally
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BOYCOTT WEAKENS THE PARLIAMENT

F i
LL within 24 hours, the foliowing views

were expressed to me last week, some
at a get-together and others owver

telephone, each person speaking on the basis

- e parliament as the best forum

but it is often within its power to
at its disposal

A cabinet minister: "You should llktlr-lu
tion against the opposition's boycott of the
parliament scssion. Perhaps, the ruling party
should make concessions to reach an accom-
modation with the other side. But we cannet
do so under pressure from an agitation frem

party trying its best o maintain a
proach to its stratcgy.

even within the ruling party

the street.”

made by its lcadership. It has not caused a split  of s can the AL then work out to con-
in ﬂ:ﬂmmmml ‘lrl'::r T .: m within BNP, but there are many among the tinue the against the Act? While it
us and find a wayout of the ot back-benchers of the ruling party who feel un- cannot ask a continuous movement without

Unfortunately, they cannot get through to their
chairperson who is unwilling to make any con-
cession, even to honour our past agreements.
On the other hand, my own position within AL
is .nrthw but m"m" e S s il st

A leading figure at the Jatiya Party: "What is
the point in staying through the session? When
we reject the Anti-Terrorism Bill, we cannot
move any amendment. That would mean our
tacit acceptance of the principle behind the
bill. We are left with no choiee but to take to
the street. We cannot help if the so-called par-
Hament of the street overtakes the session of
| the Jatlya Sangsad. This has happéned before.
This will happen again.”

A leader of the Jamaat: "We oppose the Anti-
Terrorism Bill. But we shall fght it from the
floor Wlmnt. not from the street.”

A observer: "It is part of a possible
deal offered by the ruling party that the Jamaat
should stay in the parliament, oppose the bill
and suggest a couple of amendments which the
government may accept. This would give a bit
of legitimacy to the passage of the bill."

If we take these views at their face value —
my impression is, the leaders who offered
these opinions meant ‘what they said — we have
an unfolding scenario of a new chapter in the
counlry’'s divisive politics. In this situation,
fragmentation within each grouping will be

or the Spccial Powers Act (SPA).

new act

the next government, a

the Act that | am voting for."

source, it decided on the ‘boycott’

draw the controversial bill.

added to the broad polarisation, with each

In the first placc, there is little doubt that
Terrorism Bill 1s hardly the most popular move

casy about the move, unsure about its purpose
doubtful if the new proposcd act ean han-

s

dic the, lawlcssness and terrorism any better
than Lhe existing provisions in the penal code

not the present government uses the proposed
against its political opponents remains
to be seen. But it is certainly making a gift to
possible’
administration, which can use it to suit its

political purpose. As one BNP member told an
opposition MP, "one day | may fall a victim to

The situation inside the AL-led Opposition
also hardly refllects the inner cohesion that it
necds to meet the challenge. According to one

session, as opposed to a walk-out, without
much of a delfberation over other options, and,
in the same spirit, issued the threat to take to
the strects, to force the government to with-

With its student front split and rumblings
within the party on a number of 18sucs, the
Al's capacily to stage a massive demonstration,

except forcing a hartal on a reluctant city, is

cohestve ap- limited. It may also be quite embarrassing for

AL lcadcrship If some JP stalwarts join the agi-

tation.
the Anti-

OAD
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without losing face with its own rank and file.
Thus, the opposition may be placed in a "ne
win~ situation.

A nmber of opposition leaders have been
dcbating over other options, the alternatives to
the boycott of the JS session and the call for
strect agitation.

Among many AL members, perhaps the
most popular view is that the opposition
should have stayed on within the parllament,
perhaps aflter a token walk-out, and used the
forum for a most spirited, comprehensive all-
embracing attack on the bill. It would have
added a new unforgettable dimension to the
parliamentary dclfberation in the first popu-

Whether or

AL

of the whole

aulocratic rule.
With the help of eminent lawyers, AL lead-
crs, Sheitkh Hasina included, should have

rhcetorical and emotional, against the contro-
versial bill. Such a presentation would have
taken the proposed legislation into picecs and

Again, what will happen Il the controversial
bill is passed within next 48 hours? What kind

the risk of it being exploited by lawless cle-
ments, it cannot suddenly make a reireat

AT HOME AND ABR

larly elected Jattya Sangsad after nine years of

parcd their case, more legal and political tﬁ:en
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AL should Seek Other Options to
ght Anti-terrorism Bill

opposition may face a parliamentary
turn it into a political victory. No matter what happens, it should use the

signature
campaign against the bill, throughout

mmmwﬂmm
between fifty lac 10 a

petition against the mowve.

Il these options had been exercised,
parliament would have gained a new mecasure

of credibility. The process would also have
helped to the public on the provisions
and their of the controversial bill

and enhanced the image of Awami League as a
responsible alternative government.

in parllamentary democracy, the minority
opposition may face one defeat after another In
all kinds of motions, from the passage of a bill
to the approval of the budget. However, 1t is
often within its power to turn a parllamentary
defeal into a political victory. The key to this
lies in political planning and sophistication,
together with the realisation that no matter
what happens, no party can run away from the
sovereign parliament, the source of all power
and authority in the best of imes as well as in
the worst of times.

Organising Rural Youth for a Better Tomorrow

by ABM Nurul Anwar

"Y)U arc only young on-
ce. After thalt you have
to think up some other
excuse’.

Youths have been playing a
significant role almost in every
socicly as they posscs the zcal
and vigour necessary lo creale
opporiunities for national de-
velopment. They have [ull of
psychic and physical energy’
and enthusiasm which need
outlets. In educational psy-
chology it is recognised that
education must start at a very
early age to yicld best results.

Young mind is a sofl material
and can be shaped into any
contour. The education of the
young constitutes a most pow-
crful means ol promoting eco-
nomic and social development
in the rural community.

Without adequate preparatien
of rural youths, for their re-
sponsibilities, little progress
may be expected. Young people
in present rural society of
Bangladesh are normally left
behind and less aticntion is
paid to their special inlerests
and wellare than to that of
+ their city cousins. In the

country, rural youths consti-
tute a numerically dominant,
potentially resourceful and ad-
venturous segment of popula-
tion. But they are mostly illit-

erate and unemployed, bur-

dened with the need of their
familics, lack opportunities for
organizing them to engage in
constructive work and also
lack guidance for participation
| in development activities,

Thercfore, a large majority of
these youths (abeut 30 per
cent) in our nation [ace hard
realitics, remain unable to
demonstrate their role eflec-
tively and become a liability to
rather than an asset to society.

One major weakness of our
national research and exten-
sion organizalions compared to
those in advanced countries is
cevidenced by the unwarranted
cxclusion of the rural youth
from the scope of extension
programmes. Participation of
rural youths in the dcvelop-
ment plans has been sporadic
and is not bascd on sound pro-
gramme planning.

Developed countrics in the
world have shown that it is
possible for the common mass
to have a good standard of liv-
ing. In the developing coun-
tries also "raising the standard
of living of the people” has
been the main theme underly-
ing the various plans and pro-
grammes of the government.
But rapidly increasing popula-
tion in the developing coun-
trics has been a great threat to
rajse the standard of living of
the people. The situation has
specially aggravated because
the increasing population are
demanding food and other ba-
sic necessities of life but they
are not in a position to make

been possible for

gain knowledge
skills for making

country.

developing

cent ol the

unemployed, facc

wealth.
Therclore,

Iribute to
agriculture, rural

selves,

any substantial contribution to
the national income. It has not

pcople to obtain nccessary op-
portunitics during their youth

responsible, conscious, and
productive citizens of the

Population explosion, a
characteristic of almost all the
countrics, is
esscntially a youth explosion. It
is estimated that 55 to 60 per
population of
Bangladesh are under twenty
ycars ol age and Lhis condition
is expected to prevail for sev-
eral more decades.
found that about 80 per cent of
these youths live in rural arcas
of Bangladesh and are closely
related to agriculture. A large
number of them never attend.
schools, remain unskilled and

odds and live without sufficient
food, shelter and personal

ways
found to involve the rural
youths in the process of na-
tional planning aimed to con-
improvement of

employment of youth them-

The importance of youth

Rural youth work has been accepted as a way to introduce new ideas into rural life and train leaders and
citizens for the future. Rural youth work is educational. It
prepare them for their role as useful citizens.

work in rural development has
long been recognised. A
glimpse into the historical de-
velopment of USA and other
developed countrics makes it
clear that effort devoted to the'
farm youth through work or-
ganised and carried on by ex-
tension services using educa-
tional techniques has a very
favourable and long-range ef-
fect on rural development pro-
grammes.

most of the

and develop
themselves

Rural youth work has been
accepled as a way to introduce
new ideas into rural life and
train leaders and citizens for
the future. Rural youth work is
educational. It aims at the total
development of young people
to prepare them for their role
as useflul citizens. Eightytwo
countries have organized rural
youth prograpnmes of this type
with an enroliment of five mil-
lion young people. For a num-
ber of ycars scattered efforts in
rural work were made by busi-
ness firms, church missions,
schools, and individuals in dif-
ferent countries. The most re-
cent expansion has been di-
rected by gpvernment agen-
cies, principally agricultural.

In many countries rural
youth works are an effective
way to close the gap between
what is known about agricul-

It has been

Anwar

tremendous

must be

life and self
training

L]

aims at the total development of young people to

ture and home economics and
what farmers and housewives
do. In this way rural youth club
members serve as a measure-
ment of the government. They
spread the information farm-
crs need to produce the food
rcquired, and thus
health and family living for the
entire country.

Very few research works
have been conducted in this
country fn connection with ru-
ral youth. And hence their s
no clear understanding
rural youth, their aspiration in
cducation and employment,
and what their
about their youth. Howkever, a
few findings are given below:

(1972)
favourable opinion of both par-
ents and youth to launch rural
youth programme
youths, can gain knowledge
and skill to become productive
citizens. He further found: 1)
adult leadership should be in-
cluded in youth programme,
I1) agriculture related projects
needs to be emphasised for
youth, iif) educated youths
should be used as leader as far
as possible, iv) literary pro-
gramme {s very essential, v)
of various activities
should be included for self-

employment of the youth.

l_CAin (1977) found valuable
information relating to village
children in e g vil-
lage children aged 4-6 years
work one fifth as long as adult,
i) when they are 13 and above
work longer then adults, i)
boys less than 16 spend more
time in animal husbandry but
by the age of eight they spend
half of their time in crop pro-
duction wage work and trad-
ing, iv) boys aged 10 from
landless [amilies work fewer
hours than boys from landed
families, v)] poor youth spend
most of their total time in
wage employment and
while boys of well-to-
houschelds spend. most of
their work in animal care and
crop production, vi] children
ol both sexes, rtglrdkuJ.:II'
econorhic class, do a great d
of work in comparisons to
adults.

All these facts indicated the
urgent. need for effective rural
youth programmes {n

Bangladesh. Such a

programme
is necessary for two important
purposes. First, it will help the
rural youth to develop such
good qualities as leadership,
cooperation, thrift, team-spirit
and make them responsible
citizens of tomorrow. Second,
the programme will efli
help overcome the present
crisis of employment and food
shortage by paving the way for
new employment and agricul-

tural development.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and.

India appears to

these, India has a

liberation elements from the Kamrul Islam
address. foreflront of politics in  Sirajganf
h.
2eri : nol consider it nccessary Lo Actuall t 'Push sas 3 s
Self-deomwng politics 19! <o with'the offictals fn ‘mums n Y-mtﬁﬂttflff; of oot Student politieking

tangle prior to taking up this
operation.

Deplorably, the 'Operation
Push-back' as it has been code-
named, symbolically marks the
decline of fundamentals of

Sir, The outrageous en-
deavor by the Indian authori-
ties to push iInside the

ladeshi territories tens of
hundreds of Indian nations
whose mother tonguc happens

own

causes of the Third World
countries. Has India in [act
abandoned her role as a vocal
exponent of Third World coun-
trics as she is now bullying her
neighboring Third World
countries.

For the last few weeks, a big
band of them have been
pushed inside Bangladesh by
sheer muscle power of the
BSF (rom across the border
and later on have been pushed

rying anti-Indian sentiments
has increased in Bangladesh.

[ricndly neighbor, if not
aggressive enemy. For all

the blame as much as the in-
creasing disappearance of pro-

neighbours. However, it will
cause more harm to India than
to her small neigh
chooses to [ractionalize her
population and start to
scnd’ them to those countries.

to be Bangla, is literally a sinis- secular democratic India, to- Anti-secul anti-demo
ter game being played with the  date the so-called valfant orronte waald b rrisatl
lives of these hapless torch-bearer of the calling ble with a multi-lingual, multi-

racial, multi-religious country
like India. It is sad departure
from high ideals preached and
practiced by great leaders like
Gandhiji and Pandit Nehru.

Hubert Francis Sarkar

concgrned would better cx-
clude transformation ol com-
plex sentence into simple and
vice versa. It may be wise, set-
ting some sentences in the
question paper, to ask the stu-
dents what kinds of sentences
these are etc.

trary
be an un-
an

due sharec of

POLITICS — | am not sure the
two are supposed to go hand in .
hand. A student is expected to
prepare himself for what
would help flourish his or her
potential in order to properly
guide the country in the future.
A politician, on the other
hand, is supposed to divul
into the business of politick-
ing, which, in its unadulter- of
ated form, requires a certain

ternal

bours if she

sce in our country, on the con-
, is the use of students in
the forefront of all movements
as sacrificial pawns in the
chess games of the experi-
enced politicians (?). The end
result of these games is the ex-
isting chaotic atmosphere on
all the campuses of the country
and creating a group of finan-
cially solvent people, other-
wise known as politicians. The
politicians get away with their
high risk game by causing in- they
conflict within and
among student political orga-
nizations and also giving a
share of their financial gains to
a select group of student ac-
tivists. So, it comes as no sur-
prise that their is an infiltra-
tion of outsiders on the cam-
puses who want a
financial gain. A very high rate
unemployment
youths has also deteriorated

and cou were needed to
mobilize and then realize the
downfall of the autocratic rule
of the Ershad regime. From
the very beginning of the rule
of Ershad it has been the stu-
dents who started to show
their discontent with the then
government. On the other
hand, the politicians were busy
compromising or even joining
hands with Ershad. Our politi-
clans should be ashamed that
. till this day, have to re-
sort to the students to bring
the people to the streets to
protest against social, eco-
nomic or political injustice and
depravation. The people can--
not be blamed for inaction ef-
ther, because they know too
well about our politicians, who
change their hats overnight for
serving their petty Interests.

They (the people) look u
the students to show HEP;IO

part of that

among

degree of knowledge from the the overall situation. the way to protest against evil
participants in the game. This Students politics in our — but that does not seem right
knowledge is obtained from country has a glorious past. In for an t nation.
basic instincts, institutional {he Language Movement of SM Shahrukh

back to india by the BDR. - ’ Admittedly, Bangalees of phakn education, extra-curricular ed- 1952, the uprising nst'for- Motifheel C/A, Dhaka
Those accursed creatures are this land were immensely ucation, upto-date information. eign rule in 1969 i ,
now in the no-man's zone. helped by the Bangalees of In the perspective of gequent Liberation War of
Reportedly, they lan i durl:‘:tﬂw 1970 1 ] I'ransformation of Bangladesh, these definitions 197], the students were al- Push-back
poriedly, arc ' tion war n the Pakistanis ' seem too simple, because wavs on the forefront. Th
guishing under the sky. If and their collaborators let ~ Lnglish sentences T T WO SERG POVER  ways on the forefront TheY i, We strongly condemn

things run on indefinitely in

e T B

' loose killers, looters and ar-
sonists in the to-be-born
Bangladesh. Millions were

Sir, The English simple
sentence may seem simple,
but sometimes it becomes dif-

individuals known as "student
politicians.”
Political awareness among

rising aga

nst the misrule and
injustice of the Pakistanis. But
then we were struggling to get

and protest the Indian push-
back campaign under which
Bangla speaking Indian nation-

tence. The offence: there {8  saved from sure butchery as ficult, with the participation of | gtudents is instinctive as ft rid of the stranglchold of a for- 18 are b:lnl ’“ll:thﬂl’ndh::
perhaps a great lot of redun- real -hearted people from gerund, infinitive and partici-  ghould be ameong all the citi- gn- power i atidene Bn;;‘l:dﬂ -
dant people In India to be across the border came to ple. for the school students. zens of a country. University  did the right thing by "takin Bo Security Force. Such o
made offerings at the altar of their rescue. The secular India Two or more simpla sentences  giudents, on the other hand, %t ths Btrects” youth o :::thlrl t:c lrnrl:- violation

political expediency: these appeared to be the de-facto make a compound or complex are expected to become the , couniry are supposed to Pw"“l "'l"; "-ﬂﬂ"l‘! call
unfortunate homo sapiens are  redeemer for these Bangalees. sentence. Our school students most educated people of the _.ke the first move under tth:?:dhn 4
among the In all probabilities, Ba esh cannot even be clear on various  country, must also, dur- . b circumstances. But in an ;P:: odio: .'"““:““

As has n reported, the should have had a non-ending parts of a simple sentence let ing their student life, & ndependent nation, students i il’l.?l ry g
Indian authorities should be [riendly ties with India. But, it alone about clauses of comprehension of poli- hould no longer be invoived in uman pusn- opera-

primarily blamed for convert-
ing these Bangla-speaking
people into refugees, without
any refuge at all. have
unilaterally taken um these
harsh measures; they even did

is sad that the relationship has
gone in the reverse direction.
Despite the increased ap-
petite of Bangladesh con-
sumers for Indian commodi-
ties, the number of people car-

this, t

to their syllabus.

a complex sentence. In spite of
school students have
to transform sentences [rom
one kind to another, according

To my mind, the authority

tics, otherwise we will end up
with a moronic society in the
future. However, taking politi-
cal: action in the internal
squabbles of a nuuntr‘n_ll'mﬂ
be left to politicians. i we

politics. It is a fatlure of all our
past governments to gradually
subside political activity among
students. It is a matter of pity
that it was once
dents whose utter deflance

again the stu-

tion may not continue any fur-
ther.

M Zahidiuld Hague

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Instit-
ute, Dhaka



