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By ASM Nurunnabi

liglon or
social service. In these ficlds,
they find scope for exercisin
their faculties. There are, o
course, others who just
idly their time.

bane of old age is lone-
liness. With the break-
up of famt the exis-
tence of grandfathers, grand-
mothers and other older rela-
tives in the same families is
being threatened. Loneliness
does not seem to be much of a
problem in lower strata of so-
ciety. It particularly strikes
those who, because of their fi-
nancial independence and
other [favourable factors,
choose to live scparately from
their children in urban areas.
Many sons and daughters of al-
fluent families, leaving their
parents behind, have gone

when we die, our bodies are

t in cold storage in morgue
till our children come from
abroad to complete the funeral
rites.

In the west, the institution
of old age homes has devel-
oped where old ns
when their ﬂﬂn:rﬁr

ters, on account of their

ethos, leave home and
the parents are too old to look
after themselves in their own
homes. Because of our own
family characteristics, most
parents in their old age
country continue to live with

Plea for restoration
of secularism

By Staff Correspendent

A multi-religious rally in the
city terday afternoon de-
n-mﬁl'mmrhn of secular-
ismasas ple.

Bangladesh Hindu-Buddist-
Christian Unity Council organ-
ised the rally in front of the

Press Club in observance
of i Dibosh’ [Day of dis-
grace). On this day in 1990,
communal forces attacked
temples, residences and busi-
ness establishments of the
Hindu community in the capi-
tal and elsewhere in the mtfn

An t- t charter of
den-nddsl.u %m&l in the
rally. The demands include re-.
Etﬂn‘ of and compensation

the religious and commer-
cial organisations d in
the ‘planned riot’ of 1990, re-

the Ramna 'Kali Man-
dir' and 'Maa
Asram’, destroyed during the

Liberation War, enacting law

ensuring protection the

religious institutions and
the rioters.

Presided over by T. Rojario,
ﬂnullymlh?lddmnd
among others, Awami
League leaders Amir Hossain
Amu and Col. (retd) S t
M.Emkhd:rﬂﬂ n
Manik, BSD (Khaleq)

leader
Ganatantri Party leader Moha-
mmad Afzal, justice D:th
Chandra Bhattacharya, ul
Awal and council leaders CR
Dutta, Dr Nimchandra and
Sreemot Badhipal Mahathero.
Amir Hossain Amu accused
all the post-'75 of
patronising the communal

Biman
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Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan, . Ministry of
Ctvil Aviation and Tourism
Habfbur Rahman and other
high officials including the
Acting Managing Director of
Biman Lt Col (rid) Mahmoodur
Rahman were present to see

off the inaugu t.
Special munajat was offered
mm the departure of the

The minister exchanged

with the passengers
of the flight and enquired
about their well-being.

Every Friday, departing
Dhaka at ® pm Biman will op-
erate a 2 hours 20 minutes
wide-body DC-10 flight to
Delhi and from Delhi onto
Dubai, Athens and Amsterdam.
- The Biman in its route ex-

pansion drive will also open a
number of destinations namely
Hong Kong, Seoul, Jakarta, Ho-
Chi-Minh City and New York
soon.

forces in the country. Aided by

the state, he added, the anti-

liberation communal forces

were now getting upper hand

and attacking the freedom-lov-
people.

Col. {retd) Shawqat ob-
served that u liber-
ated the country with the
spirit of secular Bangalee na-
tionalism. But minority reli-
gious groups have been sub-
jected to repression since sec-
ularism was dropped from the
state-principles after the
killing of Bangabandhu in
1975.

The AL leader demanded
formation of a national gov-
ernment with a view to resolv-
ing the country's political,
economic, religious and other

problems.
Satfuddin Ahmed Manik ac-
cused the nt of fail-

ing to provide security to the
minorities.

CR Dutta called upon the

minority Hindus, Buddists and -

Chtmtn p up with the
ll:nll:nmi.tthe
mmmuna.l:l‘.ltl He also asked
the members of Hindu com-
munity not to leave Bangladesh
for Iindia. "Mind it, this is your
motherland. You are born here,
struggle to live in your own
land with heads high."
Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan said
that rise of Muslim fundamen-
talists was responsible for re-
pression on the minority reli-
gious groups in the country. He
called to work unt to re-
store the spirit of the Libe-
ration War,

- Asia Watch report

Troops, militants
violating human
rights in Punjab

AMRITSAR, Oct 30: Asia

Watch, an internationally

known human ts organisa-
tion, has ¢ both security

forces and militants in Punjab
with flagrantly violating hu-

man ts and advised them
to abide by international hu-
man rights laws to protect

civiians, reports PTI.

The organisation in its re-
port on human rights viola-
tions in Punjab titled crisis in
Punjab, asked the militant
groups to abide by the provi-
sions of common Article three
which prohibit killings or
other attacks on persons tak-
ing no part in hostilities.

The Articie also asks them
to refrain from issuing threats
against members of ethnic or
religious groups, journalists,
government employees and
other civilians.

Editor : S. M. Al
Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Published by the Editor on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52, Motijheel

C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at The

Sangbad Ltd., 36,

Purana Paltan, Dhaka. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices
House No 11; Road No 3; Dhanmendi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX:
1-4. Advertisement: ml, ?Ilﬂoﬂﬂ-llﬂﬂm GPO Box Nc¢
. GRAM: DAILY STAR DHAKA.

in this

The Many Facets of Old Age

their chiidren or live indepen-
dently where economic and
other factors permit. In this
country, the institution ol gld
age home is yet to take shape.

In old age, the need for
medical attention is perhaps

ter than ever. In Dh

ty. the need is t to be
met by a non-offictal body
named Prabin Hitaisi Sangha
situated at With
ernment run a full-
fledged medical clinic where
treatment is available for old
people at concessipnal
charges. For the retired "gov-
ernment employees, facilities
are available free of charge at
the Government Employeces
Hospital at Fulbaria.

In some couniries in the
west, old persons are called
senior citizens. In some com
munities there, the oid people
are given benefits by way of
discounts on purchases and
travels by rts. Such ex-
amples are worthy of emula-
tion here.

Old age is as much a per-
sonal problem as a social one.
Since we have no social secu-
rity system. as in the west, life
in old age here is subject to
uncertainties both in economic
and health terms. In such a si-
tuation all possible community
support, in the opinion of
many, is called for to extenuate
the helplessness of old age.
Particularly, in order to care
for the growing proportion of
older ple both humanely
and in a manner socfety can af-
ford, measures may be taken to
encou the revival of the
extended family system,

" whereby the elderly reside

|

===y

| reports

with their younger relatives.

Hasina condemns
attack on
Ahmadiya mosque

Sheikh Hasina strongly con-
demned the "Jamaat-Shibir"
attack on a mosque at Bakshi-
bazar in the city Thursday
burning hundreds of copies of
holy Al-Quran, reports UNB.

In a statement Friday,
Awami ﬁt President al-
leged that this anti-liberation
force also burnt and destroyed
mosques bombs during the
lit}lmruhcrnbyﬂnn War., "

attack on mosque
and setting fire to holy Quran
again proved that these ele-
ments do not really believe in
Islam. They want to mislead
the religious-minded people by
using r¢ligion as a weapon of
politics,” she said.

Hasina, also Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, said
pious Muslims cannot bear
such disrespect to holy Quran.

She demanded exemplary
punishment to the attackers of

the mosque.
Hasina
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Hasina said.

She said Awami league
moved a bill in liament for
independence of judiciary but
the government had not taken
any action to pass the bill.

"As a matter of fact, BNP
tries to control judiciary

; politicisation”, Hasina

The Awami League Presi-

the

dent said her party has anno-
unced ur.-unn ramme (o
protest all etda and
injustice of thc rmment,

"We will not stop until achiev-
ing economic freedom.”

Democratic Forum
From Page |1 Col 8

party Awami League specula-

tions were rife about his [utuie
political activities. It was
speculated that Kamal would
quit Awam{ League and launch
another political organisation
and his forum might be con-
verted into a party.

The speculations on Kamal's
political activities as well as

future of BDF came up for

discussion at a meeting of fo-
rum's Convening Committee
Wednesday. At the meeting
presided over by Kamal him-
sell, committee members
spoke in favour of keeping the
present entity of BDF as a fo-
rum.

The members categorically
said that the forum members
would have the right to carry
on their own activities
but the BDF should not be
converted into a party. Later,
the meeting unanimously took
a decision in this regard.

Indo-Pak talks
on Siachen
resume tomorrow

NEW DELHI, Oct 30: India
and Pakistan are to resume
talks Sunday on ways to reduce
costly military deployment by
both sides on strategic
Siachen glacier in the Hima-

lqyuu[ﬂd-huidhﬂttodq‘

-

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia nddeuu:né_the meu of Dn-ct,nru_huocintnn of

Bangladesh (DAB) at her Sugandha office yesterday. Story on Page 1

— PID photo

UN team gets death

MANAMA, Oct 30: A UN
team that was inspecting Ir
for weapons was harassed nﬂ
even threatened with death
despite official assurances they
would be safe, the chief in-
spector said today, reports
Reuter.

“In the beginning they as-
sured us that they will see that
the team operates in a safe en-
vironment,' Nikita Smidovich
said as hé arrived in Bahrain
with his 50-strong team from
two weeks in lrag

“Unfortunately there was a
denial of room service to the
members. One night there was
physical attack on the inspec-
tors, and ithen there were
threatening notes.”

He said the anonymous
notes, written in good Arabic,
were ullrped under the door of
severa team members -
'threatening to kill people'.

In resolutions last year the
UN Security Council de-
manded that Iraq provide
salety and all logistical support
requested by the UN special
commission, ‘the unit for

threat 1n

which Smidovich works over-
secing the elimination of Iragl
weapons of mass destruction.

He said for a week the hotel
management refused to clean
the rooms and provide new
lowels and sheets despite his
requests.

Smidovich's team was the
45th and largest sent in by the
special commission. It devoted
most of its energy to whether
the Iragis had any more Scud
or other ballistic missiles left.

AP adds: Smidovich said his
experts were bringing back ex-
tensive information for analy-
sis, He said that once his
team's report was made, (it
would be up to the UN com-
mission overseeing destruction
of Iraq's weapons of mass de-
struction to determine
whether Iraq still had Scud
missiles.

The team did not find any
assembled Scud missiles, but
discovered evidence that cer-
tain ballistic missile infrastruc-
tures still remain in Iraq,
other UN officials said. They
would not elaberate.

Badruddozal_ urges Opposition

Register protest in
House not in streets

Deputy Leader of the House
in Jatiya Sangsad Prof. AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury yes-
terday urged the opposition to
use Parliament, the press and
constitutional court for regis-
tering their protest against any
government action instead of
resorting to [requent walk-out
and street agitation, reports
BSS.

Prol. Chowdhury sdid in a
democratic set-up it was usual
that the opposition would
stage walk-out and point out
the ruling party's faults, but
frequent parliament boycott or
taking to streets were contrary
to democratic norms.

He was addressing as chief
guest the conference of
Jatiyatabadi Sheschashebak
Sangatan Lalbagh Thana unit at
Hazaribagh park yesterday af-
ternoon.

Presided over by Humayun
Rashid, the conference was
addressed among others by
Mir Showkat Ali MP, Nasir
Uddin Ahmed Pintu, General
Secrctary of Dhaka City
Chhatra Dal, Ali Akbar Babul,
Badruzzaman Mukul, Hasan
Jewal, Mozammel Huq and
Advocate Farukul Islam.

Kazi Asaduzzaman Asad,
convenor of Jatiyatabadi
Sl'acuchasl'mbak Sangatan, inau-

gurated the conference.

Prof. Chowdhury described
the government as the most
balanced one since indepen-
dence, saying the strength of
the ruling party in parliament
is 172 as against the combined.
opposition’'s -strength of 158.

Profl. Chowdhury said the
BNP government was read
accept any constructive criti-
cism of the opposition but the
opposition did not follow this

path.

Referring to frequent walk-
out and cott of parliament,
Prof Chowdhury said the oppo-

sitions were not properly using
the elected parliament.

He urged the opposition to
refrain [rom street agitation
which he said would cause
great inconveniences and suf-
ferings to the ple.

Prof. Chowdhury was also
critical of the past role of the
Awami League, Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami and said the
people knew fully well their
activities.

Referring to the establish-
ment of one’ party BAKSAL
rule, curbing of press [reedom
and rcpressions on the inno-
cent people he said all of their
old misdeeds would be re-
pcntu:l if they could return to

Rebels shell Luanda

Suburb :

LUANDA, Oct 30: At least
13 people died when mortar
and artillery shells rained
down on a suburb of the
Angolan capital Luanda early
today, residents said, reports
Reuter.

A government source said
uniformed soldiers of the for-
mer rebel movement UNITA
tried to take over an air force
ammunition dump in Cassenda
suburb, near Luanda airport,
but were repelled by govern-
ment forces.

Residents in Cassenda said
the shelling broke out at about
2.00 am (0100 GMT) and
lasted 45 minutes. Ambulances
later took away the bodies of
13 local people killed in the
incident, they added.

There were no reports of
the incident in the Angolan
media and spokesmen for the
ruling MPLA (Popular Move-
ment for the Liberation 'of
Angola) and UNITA (National
Union for the Total Indepen-
dencr of Angola) were not
immediately available
comment.

for

13 killed

The government source
said there were several casual-
ties in the fighting, but he gave
no details.

Another air force ammuni-

“tion dumgencar Luanda afrport

blew up before dawn on Octo-
ber 15 in an incident widely
blamed on UNITA.

The former rebel move-
ment, which lost UN-super-
vised elections last month, de-
nied responsibility.

UNITA cried fraud in the
September 29 and 30 elee-
tions, which were aimed at
consolidating a 1991 peace
agreement to end 16 jrurl of

civil war.

Since then growing tennlﬂn
between UNITA and the MPLA
has threatened te plunge the
country into fresh conflict.

The
TA forces laid siege to the
chrnur'l residence and po-
ice headquarters in Angola's
second city Huambo on rs-
day and shelled the nearby
town of Caala throughout the
day, causing many casualties.

(Related Story on Page 5)

nment said UNI-.
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Jamaat demands
- arrest of
Ahmed Sharif

Leaders of Jamaat-¢-Islami
yesterday demanded immedi-
ate arrest and exemplary pun-
ishment of renowned scholar
Dr Ahmed Sharif for his re-
marks against Islam, reports
UNB.

Branding him as an "apos-
tate” at a protest rally at the
North Gate of Baitul Mukarram
yesterday alternoon, they also
blasted the BNP government
for not taking any action
against Dr Sharil.

The rally, organised by Lhe
City Jamaat to demand capital
punishment of the former fac-
ulty member of Dhaka
University, was presided over
by City Ameer ATM Azharul
Islam and addressed, among

others, by party leaders
Qamruzzaman and Ali Ahsan
Mujahid.

Referring to the introduc-
tion of anti-terrorism bill in
parliamient by BNP, Assistant
Scceretary General of Jamaat-e-
Islam Ali Ahsan Mujahid said,
the law will be useless If not
properly enlforced.

Deseribing the leaders and
activists of Nirmul Committee
as terrorists, he said Dr
Ahmed Sharifl is the leader of
that terrorist group and he
must be given exemplary pun-
ishment.

City Ameer ATM Azharul
Islam urged all Muslims ol' the
couniry irrespective of their
political afliiations to foil any
conspiracy against [slam.

lie also cautioned the gov-
ernment that they would be
compelled to go for action
programme {f their demand
was not met.,

The rally was followed by a
big procession.

Three killed
In separate

incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Three people were killed
and another two wounded in
scparate incidents in and out-
side the capital

An eight-year- old boy

1Raahedu! Hasan 'died on th:

spot and his brother and father
were seriously injured when
their car bum against’ a
bridge-railing at Dewanbagh
near Katchpur on the Dhaka-

Chittagong Highway at around
9pm Friday.

Abdul Majid Chowdhury, 40,

and his son Saidul Hma.'n 22,

were admitted to the Dh.akﬂ.

Mcdical College  Hospital
(DMCH) last night.

The victims said that the

| accident occurred while t
t were returninig to Dhaka from

Chittagong.
In another road accident,

Tita Mia, 25, was killed at
Gabtoli early Friday morning:
His body was taken to the
DMCH morgue

A 24-year-old woman, Ha-
sina Begum committed suicide
by hanging at a slum at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar early Friday.

Police brought the body to
the DMCH morgue for autopsy.

CRPF arrests
330 in Manipur

IMPHAL, Oct 30;: At least
330 persons were rounded up
during combine operations by
the combined forces of CRPF,
Manipur Rifles and state police
in different parts of Manipur in
the past three dayl. according
to the Superintendent of
Police (Imp a!} F N Sh]rn-
mannda Singh

55 Musiim rebels
held in Kashmu

JAMMU, Oect 30: Indian
Security Forces captured 55
Muslim militants on the
Kashmir border while they
were trying to clandestinely
enter the Indian territory to-
day, officials said; reporis BSS.

The 556 were intercepted by
the army and paramilitary
forces in the Uri and Titwal
areas on the line of control di-
viding Indian and Pakistani-
held Kashmir, the officials said
I':lu in Kashmir's winter capi~
ta

ambassador to

next month as a Unfted Nations
world attention to the
the Horn of Africa, the United Nations said today.
from the office of the UN High C

l

(UNHCR) said Loren would be officially appointed on

November 18 and then start a six-day visit to

November 21, reports Reuter.

to the region on

ISLAMABAD, Oct 30: Six Chinese copper mine officials
kidnapped in Pakistan 10 days ago and taken to

have been reicased, state television said
and two women, who were abducted by Al

. The four men

October 19 in the southwest province of Baluchistan, were
expected to arrive soon in the provincial capital of Quetta, it

said, reports Reuter.

Miyazawa apologises
for gangsters scandal

TOKYO, Oet 30:

Prime Minister Kiichi Miya-
E:: lﬁtl:locllﬂd to the nlu:m
a durnh?
gnn;nltrl scanda lnd ]:rrn
mised not to renege on pro-
mises of political reform,

reports Reuter.
"Sharply aware that the cur-

rent public distrust of pnht!h:i
is much more severe than
we have seen before, | wou

like to express my humble
apologies to the people...”
Miyazawa said in a policy

speech on the opening of a
new Parliament.

"There have been accusa-
tions, that political figures
were involved with organised
crime, and it goes without say-
ing that political figures should
not consort with people of that
link.”

Miyazawa said he was

"unalterably resolved” to keep
his promises of thorough polit-
ical reform.

The Sagawa Scandal, which

has toppled backstage political
boss Shin Kanemaru and split

Winter birds

From Page 1 Col 7

added.

+ Some 20 to 25 migratory
birds always stay back in the
lakes when their returning
trip begins.

The 180 acre Mirpur Zoo
has two lakes spread over an
arca of 32 acres. For the birds,
the Zoo authority, provides
rice and wheat as food and
cultivate different types of fish.
Other than teals, a number few
of partridges, pintail ducks
and knight herons were found
swimming in the lakes yester-
day.

In Bangladesh, a large num-
ber of migratory birds, some of
which are endangered, de-
scend on the marsh areas of
Dinajpur, Barisal and Mymen-
singh. A small part of these
come to the Mirpur Zoo.

The Zoo authorities mean-
while is constructing a bird
aviary, where birds would be
given  enough space for
spreading on wings. The aviary
will be 45 feet in height over a
11,000 sq {t area.

It is also planning to con-
struct experimentally 25-bird-
nests in the lakes in expecta-
tion that a few of the migratory
birds may nestle and lay eggs.

The Zoo Curator informed
that the last year's expenditure
of the zoo was only Taka 1
crore 50 lakh approximately
and the income was |1 crore 8
lakh. "The entire budget is de-
pendent on its income and
government subsidy," the

Curator said. "no foreign aid.”

the dominant ruling fac-
tion, now threatens a
mmmm
and therefore, the survival of
his ycar-old government.

The tary session
is to run for 40

his crony-ex-Premier Noboru
Takeshita, in Parlia-
mﬂtummmh
their roles in the scandal
Kanemaru took 500 million
yen [dollars 4 million) in flle-
gal political donations I'r-n
Sagawa Kyubin, a large
ing firm with ties to
“Yakuza" gangsters.

for allegations
courted the favour of

Takeshfta has
:’uufy but the
emocratic party
been reluctant to
summon

and anything that comes to
mind.

"The American people must
see him for what
desperate person who just
wants to hold wer and
doesn't give a rip them,"
Clinton said about Bush.

"You've got a guy here who
will literally say or do anyth
to get elected,” Clinton uddg?
"Anytime you're an incumbent
president and you don't have
any standards you have a
chance to win especially with
Mr Perot spending anything to
get :IectE:lP:

Perot appearing on CNN's
‘Larry King live' te pro-
gramme on Thursday night
said he could win {f he could
convince Americans that a
vote for him would not be
wasted.

"He (Bush) can't win. We're
going to win all 50 states,”
Perot said " Governor Clinton
and President Bush are not
facing our problems,” he
added.

On today Bush is campaign-
ing in Tennessee, Missouri and
Wisconsin while Clinton is vis-
fting New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio and Georgia. Perot
has no appearances on Friday
but will speak in Florida and
Missouri on Sat

Bush will also get hclp from
fRncrmer Pl:':l::ﬁnt I:unlli

agan, w speak at a
Bush m]ly in Phoenix, Arizona.

S Asian Jud1clary
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paramount !mpartance Desai
said.

"Our lawyers are more than
the British...we need total
change of our concept”, he
said adding that reform of
some articles of laws is not
sullicient.

Chief Justice of Pakistan M
Alzal Zullah, commenting on
the papers, said it time for us
to change the colonial laws in
the subcontinent on the per-
spective of the socio-economic
structure. '

Justice Mostala Kamal, a
judge of the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh, differed with
some points of Barrister Islam,
saying il PIL cases filed in High
Court one after another, they
will face tremendous ure,

PIL should be in lower
civil courts, he said.

Former Attorney General of
india Soil J Sorabji and Dr
Kamal Hossain presented two
papers on ‘“Protection of
Fundamental Rights by Public
Interest Litigation (PIL)" and
“Interaction of Fundamental
Principles of State Policy and

Pundamental ts" at the
second session of the seminar,
It was presided over by

Barrister Syed Ishtiq Ahmed.

tion is for the enforcement of
the specific rights of a deter-
minate class of le who are
primarily injured by the im-
punged action.

The injury suffered by
members of this class is direct
and redress is sought on their
behalfl because they are unable
to approach the court on ac-
count of indigence, fllite uwﬁ'
or social and economic d
ities, he said. .

Sorabji said PIL has taken
precedence over old matters
pending in courts, but courts
are meant to redress constitu-
tional violations.

He further said that PIL is
i to be abused by parties
I:ﬂltzrther their private ends
and one hears of fears about
public interest litigation be-
coming an oppressive instru-
ment of private pressure liti-
gation.

“This is most unfortunate
and must be corrected i the
credibility of the court and the
efficacy of PIL are to be pre-
served”, said the former Indian
Attorney General of India.

The court’'s reluctance to

wield its contempt power
against defau
and conce authorities

have led to a sense of frustra-
tion among ‘mﬂn'll:l ap-
munun ex-



