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ENEWED attempts are
R:rcllu made to solve one
the great mysteries in
United Nations h : how
did Secreta ~fln¢rll Dql
Hammarskjo fe in Centra
Alrica on September 17,
19627
His plane crashed near
Ndola, in what is now Zambia,
at the height of the post-inde-

ndence turmoil in the Congo -

now Zaire). The crash has
never been satisfactorily ex-
plained. ,
Hammarskjold was a
Swede, and now the Swedish
government has reo its
inquiries. The British govern-
ment is also being asked to re-
open its files. As a colonial
power in the reglon, Britain
was dﬂy involved in the

new moves followed
a letter written to the
Guardian newspaper by Conor
Cruise O'Brien and myself say-
ing we believed this was not a
normal accident. We were UN
representatives in the Congo at
the time and over the years we
. have gathered evidence that
we feve justifies the re-
opening of investigations.
Sweden sent Ambassador

Bengt Rossio, who was in the
Congo, to talk with us and with
other diplomats in Europe in
an attempt to unravel thl:h:il-

-old mystery. The death of
Jlr:l;mnrgold L relevance at
a time when UN personnel are
again in danger in the former

The plane Albertina carry-
ing the UN Secretary-General
crashed at night into African
bush nine miles from its desti-
nation, Ndola airport, then
Northern Rhodesia. All 16 pas-
scngers died.

Albertina had flown by se-
cret route across the vast
length of the Congo.
Hammarskjold was to hold
ceaselire talks with Moise
Tshombe, sell-styled president
of mineral-rich Katanga
province, now renamed Shaba

province,

Katanga had seceded from
the year-old independent
Congo at the. behest of

industrialists, who
European =
copper, wrantum and diamond
beds. They also controlled
Tshombe so as to protect their
interests. financed him
and 500 white mercenaries to
maintain secession.

Carl Rowan, US Deputy
Scerctary of State, noted at the
time the mining combine was
"a classic example of the prof-
itable side of nialism”.

Hammarskjold was well
aware that Tshombe was only a

parrot on a European perch. A
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United Nations personnel are once more in the firing line. The Yugoslav crisis has brought renewed ca_lls for better measures to ensure that agents of the UN are prntecte_d.
This has prompted two men who played leading roles in the long drawn-out crisis over the former Belgian Congo apd the secessionist movement of Katanga, to raise again
the need to solve the mystery of the death of UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold. They believe, after putting tngs_,lther evidence over many years, that Dag was the
victim in 1961 of industrialists who wanted to keep control over the riches of Katanga and stop the tide of African nationalism. Sweden has reopened the Dag files and sent
an envoy to talk to the two diplomats. Britain, as a major Congo player at the time, is being urged to reopen investigations. One of the two, GEORGE IVAN SMITH, re-

ports for Gemini News Service what he now believes 10 be the solution to the 31-year-old mystery: Who killed Dag?

- I' Tl
Dag Hammarskjold
1905-1961 '

year before, | had gone as an
assistant for his first meeting
in Katanga with Tshombe,
When Tshombe talked with us
in the garden away from his
Belgian masters and micro-
phones it became clear he was
a figurehead.

The mission was crucial.
Congo had become an am-
phitheatre for the gladiators of
the super rs. Not just the
future of the Congo — the
"Heart of Darkness,” as novelist
Joseph Conrad called it — was
at stake, but the authority of
the UN itself.

From {ts chaotic indepen-
dence in 1960 Congo was a
prime Cold War target — a vast
country in the centre of Africa
laden with resources. The
Russians saw it as a NATO base,
In 1960 fthey tried to bring in
; planes and ra-
dio technicians to activate po-
litical transmitters.

Belgium, Britain and France
often protected their own in-
dustrial interests at the ex-

pensc of agreed UN positions.

The Alro-Asians, deeply suspi-
cious ol major power inten-
tions, wanted Hammarskjold
to hold the ring. In Congolege

-politics there were many rings

of many factions.

by George Ivan Smith

Sept 17 1961: The fateful flight

UN plane is thought to have skirted Katanga to avoid

being fired on
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The elimax came when the
UN Security Council ordered
the expulsion from Katanga of
foreign mercenaries and
Belgian military personnel. In
Auguslt 200 were arresled.
With external help they fil-
tered back and in Scptember
action was repcated to expel
them.

UN force was to be used
only in self-defence, but or-
chestrated resistance by
Europeans and fighting fol-
lowed. Its nature and extent
was exaggerated by Katanga
publicity agents in London,
Lisbon and Washington.

Conor Cruise O'Brien, the
target and victim as UN

walcry expanse just be
Aymﬂ“ Gabtalf bus termi-
nal, breaking on both
sides of the road in barely
noticeable waves that reflect in
silvery lusters with gentle
moming sunshine, makes an
idcal setting for a memorable
journcy. As the bus rumbles
along the road, an endless vista
of concentrated . green
occasionally punctuated an
azure horizon unfolds only to
recede backward (n a
procession. The journey takes
one slowly but surely into the
heart of real :
Paradoxically, though, the
bus that pierce through the
calm of the surround green
belt and looks Ilikcu:.tu odd
thing out is the most conve-
nient and cheapest mode of
transport for a journcy to the
couniryside. Both Arichaghat
“and Daulatdia. may give a less
daring but sensitive mind a
moral shock ngt so much be-

:lullnfthtlrﬂlﬂnlpml
there and risks involved in

for h?p and the constant
fear of being cheated by the
next man around o the unre-
sirained behaviour of the ap-
parenily most polished men
and women in their finest
WeRrs.

Such diversions aside, the
ever-weakening Padma be-
tween the two points of Aricha
and Daulatdia still has, on a

bright autumn day, to offer a
sSumptuous feast (o the
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Federation
of Rhodesia

in Katanga,
wrote : "When Katanga is hurt,
money screams, and money
has powerful lungs.”
Hammarskjold arrived from
New York in the Congo capital,
Leopoldville, an September- 13.
He tried in vain to arrange a
ceasefire meeting with
Tshombe. The British
Government put extraordinary

pressure on Hammarskjold by
sending Under-Secretary of
State for Foreign Afflairs Lord
lansdowne to the Congo. He
warned : "Dismiss O'Brien,
stop the f[ighting, otherwise

Representative

Britain might withdraw sup- -

port for the UN Congo opera-
tion.”

Loss of British support
would have been most damag-
ing. To defluse the pressure,
Hammarskjold agreed to fly to
Ndola to discuss a truce.

Tshombe was in Bancroft,
on the Rhodesia border. He
was in constant contact with
Sir Roy Welensky, Prime
Minister of the now long-de-
funct Central Federalion and a

key player keeping Tshombe

in power. Rhodesian troops
had moved up to the Katangese
border. Some soldiers donned
Katangese uniforms and

crossed to help the mercenar-
ics.

For Rhodesia and South
Alrica Katanga was the last
northern bastion to maintain
colonial rule where "white is
right, and might.” They per--

three Fouga fet fighters and
upto 20 light transports
adapted for military yse which
were serviced in South Africa
or Rhodesia,

In the days before
HHammarskjold died they
strafed UN personnel and
bufldings in Katanga and de-
stroyed UN transports on the
ground. The UN had no air
cover and wds an open target.
That was why Hammarskjold
chose a secret route and a
meeting in Rhodesia rather
than in Katanga.

The Federation was still an-
swerable to London on foreign
policy. Lord Lansdowne flew to
Ndola ahead of Hammarskjold
to help ensure the parley, but
not to take part. A truce would
have been the first step to-
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Rivais in the Congo: Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba

(soon to be executed) and Katanga leader Moishe

Tshombe (right)

milled mercenaries to be re-
cruited and move [reely within
their borders. At Ndola they
were [ree to act on the ground
around the airport along and
over the Katanga border.

The Katangese air force had

wards an overall solution —
precisely what the European
cabal wanted to avoid.
Tshombe free of their control
might sell the pass.

Dag Hammarskjold was my
boss and personal friend. As

LS

and murmurs
mclody in unison.
Nevertheless, there are
parcly enough time for such
reflective mood. Because, 1t is
time o get out of the launch
with its toflet leaving a trail of
nauscating smell all around
and caich the bus that is wait-
ing at a considerable distance,
negotiating not only a disor-
derly r:rtv:s but slippery sands.
By the time Lhe passengers
have all boarded the bus,
streams of sweat run down
their bodies — actually the
second time since the first
boarding at Gabtali — spread
ing a nasty odour. Add to this
the pungent stench of occa-

the eternal

bodics all the time fappling
their wings aller a good day's
both and two kites settling an
old scorc, boys jumping into a
pond, a girl carrying a pitcher
along her waist and men
throwing nets into canal water
— all are a treat to the starved

‘eyes.
As il to match the change in

the fecling within, the sky is
then cngaged in a similar
tricky game. With the sun hid-
ing under clouds + some black
and others translucent — that
threaten rain any moment, it is
not very plcasant to from
the bus and again wait for the
engine boat to start for the

next part of the journey. The
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engine boat, unkempt and with
little provision for the passen-
gers’ comfort, glides on

Even the trees on the canal
sides have a charac-
teristic in that none of them
are famous for economic
value. Most of the trees do not
grow tall enough, nor are thetr
timbers highly valued. Rain
irces, s0 common in the
country, are rare too; and rarer
-’ull lrrnrthc fruit trees.
However, of the trees, Kadams,
the flower of which has been
immortalized by Rabindranath
in his famous song: °
diner prathama kadam phul
and the tree ftsell has a
E:lr.g“ in the Radha-Krishna
, are In abundance. It s

quite remarkable that the land

is rich in shrubs. Then there

ever cut a sorry figure. The
traditional varieties of paddy

are on their way to depart be-
cause of less water and the
high yielding varieties are yet
to appear on the scene because
the plain is not high enough.
Caught in such a 'no-hope’ sit-

* uation and even fish being in

short supply, the people in the
arca are yet to decide how best
to adjust to the changing na-
ture. But dire necessity has its
own way of inventing remedics
lo overcoming the odds, no
maltter il they are bizarre at
times. A market for shells —
millions of them being brought
in by boats for sale — has
emerged almost overnight at a
local business centre. The
canal water is littered with
empty shells and the putrid
stench is simply unbearable.
No doubt the shells collected
from submerged lands provide
for a modest earning and are
used as food for shrimps in
hatcheries at as distant a place
as Khulna, but this marshy
land of Gopalgon| is exposed to
a new kind of environmental
hazard.

With the engine boat com-
ing to the end point, there are
still a couple of kilometers to
go by a country boat. Simple 1l-
literate and poor, the boatman
attempts to light his bidi while
paddling the baitha (oar). But a
little lecturing on the bad ef-
fects of smoking and also on
the alternative way of supple-
menting his diet by the money
he spends mb’;n tobacco
works as a . He his
bidi in his wpeht ll'ﬂh:ﬂ'l
not to smoke as long as he can.
Quite an achievement indeed!

Suddenly the sound of dhak
{drumj played at a Durga man-
dap (makeshift arrangement
for worship of the goddes

ts the small party l‘roa
. A little more attention,

and simflar sounds ring at a
few other . One 18 then
reminded the has

on absolute Hindu population.
The sights and sounds all
around an intimate char-
acter. When the sounds of
dhak come to an end, the
quietness of village life (s
something to savour. Even the
dove that breaks the stiliness
of the surrou with its low
cooing seems (o become

Continued on page 10

"My Evidence to Show How Dag Died"

his spokesman | had been with
him on many missfons, to the
Middle East throughout the
Suez Crisis. At UN headquar-
ters, New York, | was in daily
contact as his Director of
External Relations. By chance,
I was not with him on the last
flight.

After the crash | was sent to
Katanga to replace O'Brien and
became the next target for
those controlling Katanga.
They stimulated similar oppo-
sition to the UN to provoke
fresh fighting, - putting up
roadblocks, killing UN sol-
diers, and sent Alrican para-
lroops to drag me from a func-
tion to prevent conciliation 1
was trying 1o use,

They were trying again to
win overscas support at UN
expense, but they failed be-
cause the death of
Hammarskjold had shocked
the world. 1 stayed in Southern
Alrica for four more years as
personal representative of U
Thant, who succeeded

Hammarskjold.

During that time | learned
many detafls that now enable a
clearer picture of the 1961
events ta be put together.

The cabal of industrial and

Veteran di
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would be given details when
Albertina broke radio silence
over Ujijfi, Lake Tanganyika —
where Stanley found
Livingstone.

They would have time to
send planes to greet Albertina
over Ndola nine miles from the
airfield, the point where all
planes turn to land. They had
radio equipment with which to
invite Hammarskjold to
Kamina for talks with the ca-
bal. There was no intent to
harm him. A warning shot
might be used as a persuader.

Indeed, it was, |1 have seen
notes compiled by a diplomat
[rlend who met mercenaries
wanting to absolve themselves
of cold-blooded murder. They
explained their job had been to
diver Hammarskjold to
Kamina. One recalled the
words : "God, | have hit 1t",

Whatever caused the plane
to crash, | am convinced from
all the evidence | gathered in
the following four years that
external ([nterference took
place at a critical point in
landing operations.

Two thorough inquiries
were held, one by the
Rhodesians, the other by the
UN. The first settled for
"accident”, the second for
"open verdiet.™ Neither had
any hard evidence. None was
to be found in the wreckage.

I visited the control tower
some months after the crash,
explained to the man who had
been on duty that | came as a
personal friend of
Hammarskjold and not offi-
cially. He was helpful, but
could not explain why a taped
recording of conversations
with aircraft had not been
kept.

The inquiries were given
only the remembered worlds
of witnesses. As [ left he said :
“You are right to enquire ... we
may ncver know what hap-
pened to that plane.”

plomat George lvanm Smith being greeted in Kuala

Lumpur during the 1989 Commonwealth summit

commercial figures controlling
Katanga were in Kamina and
Kolwezi, centres of Belgian in-
[luence before independence.
Kamina had an exceptionally
large airport, ancillary facili-
tieg, workshop, and hospital. It
had been the nerve centre of
Belgium's colonial regime.
Aflter independence it was
used when Brussels sent para-
troopers back to protect
Belgians and started the inter-

t national drama. Kolwezi be-

came command centre for
mercenaries, who included
former high-ranking French
officers opposing President de
Gaulle's freedom plan for
French colonies. Belgian army
oflicers were there and a
ragged international brigade
from Southern Africa.

With Rhodesians and South
Africans they sought to stop

the Winds of C in Alrica.
Their agents s Tshombe's
office.

When Hammarskjold ar-
rived in Leopoldville o
September 13 they 1ntmiﬂc3
pressure on the UN. Onc can
trace the pattern.

In the [ive days before
Hammarskjold left for Ndola
air attacks increased. Tshombe
was prevented from keeping
appointments with O'Brien to
arrange a truce. The UN was
asked to send Irish soldters to
protect Europeans at
Jadotville. were sur-
rounded and forced to surren-
der — a trick to gain leverage.

A ceasefire broadcast by one
of Tshombe's aides was ig-
nored. Lansdowne flew from
London on September 15 and
next day pressed demands.
That Tshombe called from
Bancrolt, which was within
constant reach of Welensky,
suggesting Hammarskjold
should come for talks.

| am now convinced that
those messages were sent not
by Tshombe but by the
European cabal. They were
clated when they heard he
would come the next day,
September 17

At last they had a chance to
divert him, explain why the
UN must not "sell out to the
blacks.” They knew precisely
when his plane would arrive
over Ndola. The control tower

I met Welensky many times
afterwards. e admitted or
denfed nothing, but said
"When at 8:30 the next morn-
ing | heard there was no news
I ordered a check on all
Alrican airports. No news
again, so | ordered a search
from Ndola.”

The records show that the
night before a policeman near
the crash site saw a flash. He
was sent to report to the air-
port, told to wake the airport
manager, now said to be
in a hotel. Back came the mes-
sage: "We can't do anything
before dawn™’ _

Dawn is 0600, Welensky
started the search afler 0830,
| checked the hotel records

later. The manager had not
b-ctga:ll';m | was told he had
pro been at a ncarby pub
which was owned by a merce-
nary.

Months alter the crash a
British ex-naval officer whe
had been in the arca at
the time told me a projectile
smashed through the mud.
guard of his car. He thought it
could have been a heavy bullet.
Next day he reported to the
police. They told him to get it
repaired. The fact was not put
belore either enquiry,

In 1963, as roving UN
Ambassador, | planned with of-
ficials o make a permanent
memorial garden at the crash-
site the smashed trees,
which a poignant cathe-
dral-like shape when | saw
them in 1961. | found the site
cleared as well as a square
mile of bush around #t.

Angrily, [ challenged the
Eumr:a:n at the Ministry of

Agriculture. Why? | asked.
“We rotate sectors for char-

coal burning.”

But there are thousands of
square miles around it. You
must have known our plans.

"I did but when the first
news went out it said Dola Hill,
not Ndola.”

But Dola is miles away.

"I know, but that's where
the world first heasd it hap-
pened "— OEMINI NEWS

GI’C“WAHM‘HHH

Australian born diplomat who

served for much of his career
with the UN.



