S Pally Sor

Dhaka, Friday, October 30, 1992

Experts for Development
Projects

Finance Minister M. Saifur Rahman is right in

u multilateral aid agencies and donor coun-
tries to show increased preference for local tal-
ents as against foreign nationals in obtaining con-
sultancy services for development projects. He
also has a point in stressing
‘competitive remuneration” to indigenous ex-
perts or to expatriates of the same country, living
abroad, to "help the transfer of technology in a
sustainable way.

This is isely what a programme s red
by the Development Programme (UNDP),
known as Transfer of Knowledge Through
Expatriate Nationals (TOKTEN) is all about. The

ramme, now in ils sixth year in Bangladesh,
as benefited some 32 different countries, while
90 such consultancies in this country have been
performed by local or Bangladeshis residing
abroad. during the same period. The Finance
Minister has done well in supporting the pro-
gramme al a workshop held here on Wednesday
and, what's more, in oflering a few new ideas for
its improvement.

However, Rahman's otherwise sensible presen-
tation is marred E:y' somewhat sweeping generali-
sations. In one remark, the Finance Minister
has accused donors of tending "to prefer consul-
tants having the least knowledge of the subject
only because they are foreigners." The remark ob-
scures the fact that it is the aid recipient country,
whether It is desh or any other developing
nation, that finally decides whether a particular
consultant should be accepted or rejected, a de-
cision made alter a careful scrutiny of his or her
biodata or even an interview. Under the UN rules,
no expert, foreigner or local, can be dumped on a
project. One problem is that the slow-moving

administration in a country like Bangladesh takes
too long in accepting or rejecting a consultant
offered an aid agency, with the result that a

last minute decision tends to be a hasty, probably
a wrong, one. If some of the reports by these con-
sultants pile up in the P Ministry as sug-
ﬁ::sled by Rahman because of their poor quality,

ey should be returned to the agency concerned
fer action during the evaluation of the project.

ain, the Finance Minister's allegation that
such multilateral bodies ad the World Bank and
the Asian Development Bank with which Rahman
aJ)p:ars to have the best of relations show
“discriminatory attitude"” against local consultants
must be taken up by the Minister at the highest
level of these two organisations with specific in-
stances. It is too serious a charge to be aired at a
seminar and then pushed under the carpet.

Much can be done to plug the loopholes in the
system relating to the selection and use of con-
sultants in development projects. We are all for
hiring local experts in sizable numbers. However,
it is important to maintain a flexible open ap-
proach, keeping in mind the expertise of the
comsuitant, his or her uwnderstanding of local
conditions and the cost effectiveness ol the pro-
ject. After all. If deshi consultants can serve
in projects in other countries, there are no rea-
sons why foreign experts per se should be sub-
jected to somewhat sweeping criticisms. It is
also important to promote cross-fertilisation of

ideas among consultants of different backgrounds
and nationalities, as once actively pro ted un-
der another UNDP programme, "Technical Co-
operation among Develop Countries" (TCDC).
Indeed, in our view, TO N and TCDC com-
plement each other in helping the development
process in the Third World.

Costly Neglect

Thirteen physiotherapy machines. according to
a report published in this daily yesterday, have
been lying unpacked at the Dh Shishu Hospital
ever since they were received from Saudi Arabian
mission in Dhaka. This is despite the fact that the
physiotherapy unit runs short of equipment and
is in a shambles. The reason for not putting the
machines to operation has been cited as the
space problem in the department concerned.

owever, the two adjacent rooms cleared seven
months back are now trncy:ty and no plausible ex-
planation could be offered by the hospital author-
ity for the inordinate delay for restructuring the
same department.

Considering the wide use of the machines yet
to be unpacked — the machines are used for
treating more than a dozen infantile diseases —
the authority’'s indiflerence, as manifest, leaves a
question mark on the service the doctors are
rendering at the hospital. By their own admis-
sion, it emerges that the hospital is in short sup-

ly of modern equipment that seriously hamper
treatment of a number of complicated child dis-
eases. The equipment for which accommodation
could not as yet be made are the ones highly so-
phisticated and very eflicient.

One ought not to be cruel enough to comment
that the machines have been left to suffer the au-
thority’s neglect because they have been procured
free of cost. But the way they have been left since
the first quarter of 1991 to face an uncertain fu-
ture is un{usl and unexplainable. When dearth of
equipment causes severe setback to medical ser-
vice in the country, it is intolerable that medical
appliances received as a %ﬂ should be left unused
for such a long time. e Bangalee would not
simply stop [in excuses for their lack of ini-
tiative. But it is unpardonable evenn when the re-
quired facilities have been there only to be made
use of after some efforts were expended to make
them ready for the purpose.

Such is the astound notoriety
ness of people in the public sector that sophisti-
cated machines and goods imported for crores of
taka are exposed to elements of nature for
months and even years on end. chgrtu of such

and callous-

incidents are not hard to come by, cultivating
such a dangerous attitude to life and society, a na-
tion inflicts to itself grievous wounds. Men who
do not value national interests, can go to any ex-
tent to invite such self-inflicted tragedies.
Therefore, a real shake-up of the attitude con-
gm:peﬂally the public property, service and

interests of society is most needed.
How this can be done is what the administration
must work out. But one thing is sure that both
persuasion and punitive measures will have to be
applied to accomplish the task.

the timportance of

Two Star Columnists Look at US Election

Whe Dally Siwr 4

dent of their future, they are
ncrvously a who out of
two major candidates,

Bush of the Republican
Party and Bill Clinton of the
Democrats, can lead them
from stagnation to better days.

Clinton’'s clarion call te
chu:rl:e status quo has won
him support and if the
present mood of
Americans lasts, he is as good
as elected. The response lo
the television debates among
the three candidates indicates
that what presently goes down
well with the people is the
panacea for thelr economic
ills. Clinton is an untried horse
and so he is the beneficiary. It
is a panicky reaction but
is nothing better that the
Americans can do. They are
1%:’ asunder on their doubts
about tomorrow.

I wonder how Clinton can
rcirieve the economy {f the
people do not help themselves.
1 did not sense any such mood
in America., Even the search
for answers to the questions of
recovery has not yet begun,
much less the cost in terms of
sacrifices. There 1s still too
much wishful thinking and too

much confusion.
I the US presidential elec-
tions looked like a lack-
lustre aflair. In the autumn it
has turmed out to be one full of
cxcitlement. It has held the
world's attention like few
events do in the global village,
which is the world today.

With the presidential can-
didates debates behind us and
the clections are a matter or
days rather than weeks, it is
possible to put this event in
perspective.The campaign has
not lacked in surprises, the
most notable is the presence
of the third man Ross Perot.
Ilis earlier announcement-of
candidacy has added an cle-
ment of uncertainty and even
drama and his withdrawal was
an anti-climax. His return to
the ficld of battle has en-
livened the presidential TV
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N the summer of 1992,

" debatcs and the speculation is

wheo s hurting most. As far as
his own chances are con-
cerned, he can be best de-

US, instead of digging in for
fighting recession, may seek
an easy way out by its
military expenditure as as
the machine, more or less in-
tact. Clinton has talked of so-
phistication of weapons, not of
cut in military budget. He, like
Bush, has endorsed the NATO
and of American
troops In Europe. This is in
sharp contrast to the refrain of
several American intellectuals
and journalists | met that
America will be inward looking
after the election.

The vast paraphernalia of
defence industry can be dan-
for the Third World.
US or, for that matter, the
UN can interfere in any coun-
try's affairs and may even stoke
a fire or two to sell its arma-
ments. The bush wars which
are raging in developing coun-
tries can come in handy to
Washington. One such war has
been there in the subcontinent
for many decades.

Both New Delhi and
Islamabad appear to believe
that in the world context they
count. But-the end of the cold
war has practically finished
whatever importance Lthey had.
Islamabad, particularly. does

not realise that its imponance
for Washington has vanished
aflter Moscow's capitulation at
Kabul

Although the State
Department has constituted a
scparale section for South Asia
and does not link it with the
Near East as it did wuntil
August, the importance of the
subcontinent has not gone up.
| found that America would not
lift even its small finger if the
arca were to burst into flame.
Its concern is confined to the
signing aof the non-prolifera-

gration authorities. Despite the
diplomatic passport | carry, |
was detained and asked all
sorts of questions and had to
produce documents. The fact
that | had & multi-travel five-
year visa did not impress the
authorities.

The other incident was at
Washin . Not that | was
barred from the hotel but the
whiteman at the desk made
me feel as ff | was someone
inferfor from the Third World.
Not only was | made to pay In

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

tion treaty. The new adminis-
tration will not be in any
less insistent than the Bm
government.

New Delhi may come under
pressure on one more count. It
has probably unwittingly
rubbed the Democrats on t.hc
wrong side. They have not
liked the presence of Lalit
Mansingh. then acting Indian
ambassador to the US, at a
Republican Mund-ratsing dinner
in June. Some high-ups in the
Democratic Party have also a
feeling that New Delhi has cir-
culated word among the
Indians settled in America to
vote for Bush.

I do not blame either the
Democrats or the Republicans
but both have failed to check
the practice of discrimination.
| experienced 1t first in

cash the tarill for three days in
advance but told at my face:
"We do not trust everybody.”
The room was booked by the
Indian embassy and an official
from the missien was accom-
panying me.

Canada. too, has a colour
problem. But #t is far limited.
Since it is more ethnic in
character — Canada has only
26 milllon people — it is far
more tolerant than America.
Canada's problems of ethnicity
are different. One is that of the
French-speaking population in
Qubec, which has been agitat-
ing for an autonomous status
for a long time. | found the
Canadians seriously worried
because the demand for more
power to Quebec has assumed
the shape of secession.

The heat gencrated by the

referendum omn whether
Quebec wanted to stay withtn
the Union or separate has
soured relations between the
French speaking and other
Canadians. The country is dis-
cussi nothing else except
the m and unneces-
sarily putting all the blame on
the French-speaking popula
tion. The [act is that the entire
power has been monopolised
by Ottawa and Quebec has been
more or less left out.

No doubt. the integrity of
Canada is now a question mark.
Still some formula can be
worked out to let provinces
more autonomy. If
Ottawa could retain only a few
subjects, including defence,
and transfer the rest to the
provinces, the da to the
Canadian unity can be averted.
A federal structure can
Canada intact. However, Lhe
majority opinion feels that if
the federation becomes decen-
tralised, the constitutional ar-
rangements made for ft will be
im practical.

Again the sftuation is noth-
ing new for the Third World.
Movements for secession are
cropping up all the time. But
since it has got accustomed to
confront such developments —
colonial masters are
ble for some of the centrifugal

forces in the areas — it has be-
gun to learn to Mve with them.

What s happening iIn
Canada has a lesson for Third
World countries. particularly
india and Pakistan. Many of
their domestic problems may
lessen if they decentralise
power. Mere unity is no solu-

Will Bush Win in an Upset Result?

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

Lhe oinlment.

BBecause ol the presence of
Perot, the contest has not
turned into the usual slanging
boxing match that the
Americans are so [ond of, Yet
the long campaign and spe-
cially the TV debates, have
clarified the positions of both
President Bush and Geovernor
Clinton. | reeall the first TV
dcbate between Kennedy and
Nixon in 1960, when'| was a
member of the Pakistan
Permanent Mission to the UN.
That dcbate which sealed the
fate of [ront runner Nixon, also
inaugurated TV decbate as
ecsscntial part of US democracy
in action. President Bush has
anchored his campaign on ex-
pericnce and trustworthiness,
where as Clinton hut‘_
mered way @ the theme
change. Gov Clinton has totally
focussed on the state of US

cconomy, where Bush has ap-
pcared highly vulnerable. While
talking about change Clinton
has lumped together the 12
years of Reagan-Bush and hit
hard against 'voodoo eco-
nomics’, which made the rich
richer and the middle class
poorer. In fact Clinton has
firmly held the milled class
turl, which is thc largest in
terms of voter strenglh. In the
final presidential debate a
journalist asked President
Bush regarding his never
changing pool rating and
rather sadly he admitted that
it was the economy. Presidcnt
Bush brought again and gain
the issue of trustworthiness in
times ol crisis. He relerred 1o

Gov Cllon's demonstrating in

the UK against US involvement
in the Vietnam war Clinton

handled them firmly and defily
and stated unambiguously that
he was no pacifist and should
the national interest so de-
mand he would not hesitate to
take firm action. Even on the
qucstion of women and mi-
norities Gov Clinton was right
on top for he informed the
audience about his record on
involving women in cvery field
of activity in his tiny slatc of
Arkansas and his record ap-
pointing African-Americans in
high oflices. By oversight no
doubt both Bush and Perot for-
got to mention the Aflrican-
Americans, who form a sizable
number of voters. It was evi-
dent that Gov Clinton had
taken late Presidcni Kapaedy
as his role model and was
making a pitch for a large
coalition including the ethnic

minoritics and specially the
women. Mercilully for all, his
personal life, which somctime
back was undcr such mercilcss
glarc, has ceascd to be an
issue. It was Perot, who
brought President Bush’'s vaun-
ted record on foreign afTairs
under intense scrutiny. He
stunned the audience by sta-
ting that the US Ambassador in
Iraq had informed Saddam
Hussein, that he could invade
northern Kuwait, Bush's angry
protest fafled to make him
back down. Gov Clinton, who
had maintained a posture of
not bringing foreign policy into
the debate, drove the knife
into the wound by saying that
before the invasion of Iraq, the
US continued to arm Saddam
Hussein.

One astounding feature of
the clection campaign has
been that President Bush has

fercnces

Little Attention in the Campaign

tion to emaotional or ethnic dif-

Cermany is one ex-
ample, its problems began af-
ter unification.

Thl;e problem with
worid is excessive “‘h-
Prime Minister John Major of
Great Britain is one example.
m: another. Prime

Brian Mulroney of
Canada is yet another. Prime
Minister Narasimha Raso.
Prime Minister Nawaz Shartf of
Pakistan and Presidemt
Premadasa of Sri Lanka belong
to the same category Thetr
domineering style of gover-
nance has weakened demo-
cratic institutions. Therefore,
there is increasing demand by
the people to have more say.
But the ‘S response

dental.

is that

When communtsm col-
lapsed the ple’'s anger
mﬂﬂ the ra elites
o Third Hu’i;cm also
t retribut fon .
A different kind d'mmwh-
it today. It is a crisis of change,
not tion. It Is a crisis
borne out of the incapacity of
present institutions to respond
to a deep and far-reaching
process of social turmoil. How
does it sort it out?

Having run its course, the
anrdtrﬂ in the West has lost
its earlier legit and dy-
being questioned in America,
Canada and the rest of western
eountries. The answer
les in giving new social con-
tent to the fu of inst)
tutions. | found both America
and Canada too tired and too
afraid to do that.
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persisiently trafled by al cast
ten points behind Gov Clinton.
This was before the TV de-
bates and this is so today.
Where as President Bush has
taken pot shots agatnst Govw
Clinton personally, Gov Clinton
has managed to hold the
moral ground of ‘a vision
the US in the 21st century. In
front of the TV cameras Gov
Clinton comes out as an articu-
late, attractive and dynamic
personality. President Bush
looks vulnerable and tired.

Another astonishing aspect of
US clections-92 is that there
is a world wide consensus that
President Bush has as
good as lost the tlucthdn:y‘l’ﬂ
it was only eight months age
that Jhon Major was not given
a whifll of a chance to defeat
Ncil Kinnock and Major caused
a sensational upset.

~ The writer is Retired Amba-
ssador and Assistant Secretary-
General, OIC

scribed as the proverbial fly in
OUTROS Boutros-Ghali
of the United Nations is
a man besieged by gro-
wing demands on his time and
an administrative system
which has changed little over
the last 46 years.

The Secretary-General ap-
pears impatient to change both
aspects of the job during his
five-year term and doesn't ap-
pear overly concerned about
treading on people's toes along
the way,

He told an interviewer from
a London-based Arabic daily in
August that the UN is "an em-
pire” and that halfl of the stafT,
working in expensive buildings
from Tokyo and Bangkok to
Geneva and New York, did not
work.

The comments followed the
abolition of 15 high level posts
in the first phase of major ad-
ministrative restructuring, and
%M:n that the axe has yet to
a

Il lower down the totem
pole, employees throughout

UN : A Victim of its Popularity?

Ian Steele writes from the United Nations

‘At the end of August 1992, I was able to pay
the salaries of the regular staff only thro-
ugh borrowing from peace-keeping funds,’
reports the UN Secretary-General

nNeEMoLs.

Mr Boutros-Ghali has said
that he intends to serve only
one Llerm as Sccretary-General,
a statement which obviates the
pced to cultivate those who
might be necessary to his re-
election.

Recently he seemed to con-
firm his somewhat tactless ap-
proach by begging United
Nalions correspondents for
"sympathetic reporting” while
advising them that he didn't
have time to give interviews.

"Press attention s like a
beam of light which illumi-
nates where it shines but
leaves all else in darkness,” the
Secretary-General told UN
correspondents. "The Secre-
tary-General of the United
Nations can afford no such
luxury. He has to press on with

wherever he is asked to play a
role, even il the subject is
deemed boring or too complex
or unnewsworthy by the
press.” N
Boring? Unnewsworlhy?

Hardly. Perhaps al no other
time in its history has the
United Nations attracted morc
press publicity, both sympa-
thetic and critical, with the
Secrelary-General getting
much more of the former.

In his annual report on the
work of the United Nations,

the area of pcacckeceping alone
the numbecer of opcrations has
doubled since 1988, and the
cost of running them has
quadrupled.

In 1987, there were 9,666
military personnel employed
in pcacckecping operations
and 877 civilians. Today, the
numbers are 38,144 and
9,461, respectively, without a
commensurate increase fn re-
sources to sustain them.

The UN, despite its rising
prestige in the minds of a

is in the red to the tune of
US$1.7 billion.

"At the end of August 1992,
[ was able to pay the salaries of
the regular staff of this organi-
sation only through borrowing
from peacekeeping funds with
available cash,” the Secretary-
General said.

"The financial foundations
ol the organisation daily grow
weaker, debilitating its politi-
cal will and practical capacity
to undertake new and essential
activitics," he said. "There is
one Iinescapable necessity:
Member States must pay their
assessed contributions in full
and on time. Failure to do so
puts them in breach of their
obligations under the Charter.”

The UN, the Secretary-
General said, cannot aflord to
become a vietim of its popular-

pectations” which the UN al-
ready finds impossible to fulfill.

Mr Boutros-Ghali has rec-
ommended the immediate
establishment of a revolving
pcace-keeping reserve fund of
US$50 milllon. One-third of
the cstablished cost of each
ncw operation should be ap-
propriated by the Gencral

Asscmbly as soon as the
Security Council approves
them,.

Nations which are behind
on payments should be obliged
to pay interest on their out-
standing dues. And the
Secretary-General should be
autorised to borrow on com-
mercial markets if other
sources of cash prove to be
inadequate.

The Secretary-General also
proposed. the establishment of
a United Natfons peace en- .
dowment fund of US$1 billion
to finance the initial costs of
pcacekeeping and other mea-
sures to resolve conlflicts.

system are understandably  efforts to bring peace Mr Boutros-Ghali notes that in  media-conscious world public,  ity. He foresees a "crisis of ex- — Depthnews Asia
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any option other than trans- schedule. If a strict system of Second reason is a little 4y, ¢ium in Dhaka, the

lhtters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters |
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.

Negotiated marriage
Sir, A scene in a famous”
movie called "Nun's story'
haunted me for many many
days in my young age. A much
be angel-like nun was hit
on the head suddenly by an
Alfrican man whom she used to
like and care very much. She
died without knowing why she
was dying with an expression
on her face of astonishment,
reproachment and helpless-
ness. Very recently | was the

| same expression on a face of a

young educated girl, who is not
a victim of an African tribal su-
perstition but a victim of nego-
tiated marriage system of my
own country.

As it happened, she was
chosen by the relatives of a
man (obviously lives abroad) as
his bride. Wi L even know-
ing the man's name well, her

was settled in a very
hu manner as it always
happens. Because the boy or
man would have to leave he
country soon ! (Much of his
time had been wasted for
choosing bride). Because her
parents could not bypass the
chance of having a son-in-law

who lived and earned outside
Bangladesh | Then again one
day before the day when the
marriage was fixed she was
told that the guardians of the
boy now did not want her to be
the bride. May be some other
girl ? Prettier than her ?
Daughter of a richer man ?

As a matter of fact the girl
did not know why exactly she
was chosen earlier and then
again why she was rcjected ?
She had all the qualilications
to be a wife. It has all
happened although she had no
part in it; subsequently victim
is she and it is her life which
has been affected with no fault
of her own | When shall we do
away with these negotiated

marriage system 7

Munira Khan
Green Road, Dhaka

Sir, In his recent illuminat-
ing and incisive article Mr
Shah AMS Kibria, the
rcnowned diplomat and
cconomist, has stated "Given
the poor resource endowment
of Bangladesh, we do not have

forming our abundant labour
into cxportable goods. Othcer
countries in Asia have succcss-
[ully done it. Why can't we ?"
The reasons are very clear
to those who govern the coun-
lry and those involved in man-
ufacture and export, Mr Kibria
has cited a singular success
story in this context i.e. gar-
ments. Perhaps, he is not fully
aware of the trials, tribulations
and harassments the exporter
faces and has to overcome
spccially from the time he is
rcady to export his goods.

Without gninf into the as-
pects of critical law and order
sitluation, labour unrest, fre-
quent power faflures, diflicul-
ties of importing vital inputs
required in manufacture, |
would mention the handicaps
standing in the way of quick
export of the garments. Once
the s manufactured over-
coming all the ordecals ‘are
rcady for shipping, the ex-
porter has to meet multifarious
export procedures complying
numerous rules and regula-
tions, filling forms, obtaining
permissions [rom various au-
thorities. Practically at every
stage, the process is delayed
by ineflicient, corrupt and
greedy minor officials under
various pretexts uniess their
pockets are lined up.

It is well known that many
export orders worth crores of
takas were cancelled by over-
seas buyers because goods
could not be delivered on time

accouniability was enflorced,
then any one responsible for
adopting unnecessary avoidable
delay could be punished.

It appears tragic that we as
a nation seem to have adopted
a philosophy of anti-survivalism
at all levels.

Our Finance Minister very
rightly promised to reduce
rules and regulations to the
bare minimum and bring
transparency fn administra-
tion. Earnest and sincere his
intentions may be, it will be
difficult for him to succeed
when the whole bureaucratic
set-up is in a mess.

S Mutahir Uddin, Lt Comdr
(Rid)
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

No-smoking area

Sir, The Prime Minister
must be congratulated for
declaring her secretariate a
non-smoking zone. We hope

- the officials, specially the se-

nior ones, will abide by the re-
strictions with all seriousness.
Even then a small room away
from the main block may ::
designated as smoking area
the incurables.

We now request the PM to
extend the restriction to vari-
ous public places. Airport ter-
minal buflding should get some
attention. Two reasons for this
request: One is to keep a pub-
lic place clean and safe.

decper. The arrival lounge,
which is air-conditioned re-
mains crowded with pcople
who have no apparent reason
to be there. Their movement
indicate that they do not have
to pay Lhe entrance [ce payable
by visitors who go there to re-
ceive passengers. These peo-
ple are continuously smoking
to while away their time.

M A Hag
Green Road, Dhaka

I1

Sir, The initiative taken by
the Premier declaring the
Prime Minister's secrelariat a
no-smoking area is really a
good one. But why only the
Prime Minister's office? Why
not the hospitals, colleges,
universities, cinema halls, and
other public places be de-
clared as no-smoking zone?
Will the government think

about it?

Zeshan
Khaja Dewan Ist Lane, Dhaka

Assuring agriculture

Sir, Recently, while speak-
ing as chief guest at the inau-
gural ce of the national
scminar on “"Agriculture and
Environment” arranged by
Agriculturists’ Association eof

Bangladesh (AAB) at BARC au-

Agriculture, Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood
Control Minister M Majid-ul
Haque said that the govern-
ment was preparing a new na-
tional agriculture policy and
fifty per cent of its preliminary
work had already been com-
pleted. This new policy will be
based on the actual socio-ecb-
nomic and environmental situ-
ation of the country. A number
of papers on various aspects of
environment and agriculture .
were presented in the seminar
by prominent agriculturists ,
and experts. The speakers
strcssed on the need for con-
servation of our environment
through eflicient use of the
available and renewable agri-
cultural resources and appro-
priate application ol scientific
methods to different fields of
agriculture including forestry,
livestock ete.

It 1s learnt that the
Agriculturists Association of
Bangladesh (AAB) is going to

launch an elaborate pro-
gramme to help the nation
achieve self-su ncy in the

food sector. It is said that the
AAB is a professional voluntary
organization in the
sacred mission of establishing
a ltlf-rtl‘l:\t. poverty-free
Bangladesh. S0 many assur-
ances. Well, let us look ahead.

M Zahidul H

Assistant sor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti-
tute, Dhaka



