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77 killed 1n 9__m0nths ;

Matin

168 cases filed under
antl-terronsm ordn

A total of 168 cases were
registered from September 15
to October 20 this year under
the Anti-terrorism Ordinance,
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury teld the Jatiya

Sangsad yesterday, reports
Bss.

Replying to a written ques-
tion from Awami League mem-

ber M Abdur Rahim, he said
the highest number of 48 such
cases were registered in Dhaka
metropolitan area.

To a written question from
Mirza Azam of Awami League,
the Home Minister said during
the same period 255 persons
were arrested under the same
ordinance.

Home Minister also told the
Jattya yesterday that
77 persons were killed and
216 others infured in various
terrorist  incidents in the
country from January to
September 15

The Minister was rtply"\?
to a question from Moni
Haq Chowdhury (JP-Comilla), a
Treasury bench member ratsed
the question on behall of the
JP member in his absence.

R:'plyir# to a question from
Moshar Hussain (AL-
Mymensingh) with Netrokona
the Minister said four students
were killed and 117 others
injured in different incidents
of campus violence from
January to September this
year.

Replying to a question from
Tabibur Rahman Sarder (AL-
Jessore] the Home Minister
said during the first nine
months of the current year a
total of 2,012 murder cases
were lodged with police in the
country. Of those, B26 were
charge-sheeted, 900 were un-
der consideration and final re-
ports were given against 286
cases, he told the Sangsad.

a question from
Mﬂhlmnud Mojhar Hoasain
(CPB-Panch the Minister
informed the Sangsad that
3,334 persons were arrested
on charges of terrorist activi-
ties from different parts of the
country from January (o
September last. Of them, three
persons weme given punish-
ment through trials, he
added.

Chowdhury, while replying
to a question from Prof Rafiqul
Islam (AL-Jessore), said there
were 405 female convicts in
different jails of the country.

In reply to a question from
Mirza Azam (AL-Jamalpur) the
Home Minister informed the
House that under August
Operation-92 the law enforc-
ing agencies arrested 24,824
gcrsnnu and recovered 1,256

re arms and 500 rounds of
ammunition. The fire arms in-
cluded 45 rifles, 67 rivolvers,
46 pistols, 21 SBBL guns, lour
DBBL guns, 48 short guns,
three SMGs, two LMGs, 755
pipe guns and 256 country-

Home Minister told the
Jatfya Sangsad yesterday that
7,619 arms licences were is-
sued from January to
September 30 this year in 55
districts.

To a question from Mufti
Moulana Abdus Sattar of
Jamaat-e-Islami, the Home
Minister said 3,761 arms and
6.523 rounds of ammunition
were recovered from illegal
possession since parliamentary
democracy was established in
the country.

The recovered arms in-
cluded 149 rifles, 517 guns,
352 rivolvers, 186 pistols, 352
stenguns and three LMGs.

He said 33 persons were
arrested in connection with
the possession of illegal arms.

Owners of sick units
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consequence caused by non-
implementation of the rec-
emmendations of the cell.

Criticizing a recent com-
ment of Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman on sick indus-
tries in the nt session,
Alauddin said that the rehabili-
tation process of the sick iIn-
dustries was being delayed be-

cause of contradictory com-

ments often passed by the

Revealing the attitude of the
Finance Ministry and the
Industries Minfistry towards
the sick industries, he said
that both ministrics identified
similar causes behind the
sickness of the industrial units.
But great diflerences were
found in their recommenda-
tions for rehabilitating those
units, he pointed out.

Intervention of appropriate
authorities in the matter
could make an end to this
stagnant situation, Convenor of
the council feit.

Among others, the press
conference was attended
the Convenor of the forum
Habibur Rahman, Abdul Maleg,
Gias Ahmed, Jalaluddin Ah-
med, Mazharul Islam, Abdur
Rashid Lebu and Matlub
Ahmed.

it was alleged in the press
conference that about 4000
industrial units had fallen sick
because of the 'wrong policy’
of the government. The Sick
Industries Rehabilitation and

Revival Cell, howgver, identi-
fied 1556 units so far as sick
industries.

The amount of overdue
loans of the sick industries to
the banks and financing insti-
tutions was estimated at Taka
1239 crore, which include
both the principle amount and
the acrumulated interests.
Total investments in sick in-
dustries, Including owners’

capital and bank loans have

been estimated at Tk 1920.42
crore.

UNB adds: The owners also
criticised the government's
move to transfer ownership of
Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Shan-
gstha (BSRS), one of the
profitable financial institution
of the government, to the pri-
valec seclor.

The BSRS which invested
about Tk 1000 crore in joint
ventures with the en-
trepreneurs in early eighties is
now being sold at a price of Tk
80 crore only as against its real
value of Tk 3,000 crore, they
alleged.

The owner of sick indus-
tries informed that out of 247,
about 225 pro of BSRS are
on auction sale and urged the

mment to stop privatisa-
tion of the BSRS.

They also urged the gov-
ernment to hold sales of sick
units and withhold cases filed
against their owners and im-
plement the recommendations
immediately to salvage the sick
induum
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unit and general unit of the
hospital have been put into op-
eration much earlier, the ones
relating to physiotherapy.

Some of the boxes contain-
ing equipment for physiother-
apy unit have been kept In the
meeting room of the hospital's
management board whilt oth-
ers have been kept in the cor-
ridor of the hospital.

According to sources, these
boxes contain 13 phsiotherapy
machines for treating more
than a dozen of infantile dis-
eases including polio, cerebral
pulsy, cardio visculer and mus-
euler difficultics, dilferent
traumatic injuries and neoro-
logical problems.

When contacted Dr
Ansaruddin, a retired lieu-
tenant colonel and deputy di-
rector of the hospital, admit-
ted the [act.

Replying to a question, he
told this correspondent that
the hospital authority could
not accommodate all these
equipment in a small room
now allotted to the phsiother-
apy department ol the hospital.

When pointed out that two
rooms adjacent to the single-
room phsiotherapy unit were
empty, the deputy director
said that those were cleared
for restructuring the phsio-

thera department seven
I-H.Ehll:k. The deputy di--

Shishu hospital

rector, hnwr.-ver. failed to give
any specific time-frame for ex-
panding the unit.

The director was not avalil-
able for comments.

The physiotherapy unit of
the hospital is a 48 square-foot
dark, dank room with three
small wooden benches (used as
beds for the patients) set
against three walls, a table and
a chair for the only physio-
therapist of the hospital and a
cupboard behind the table for
keeping the few equipment
the unit now possess. There in
no scating arrangement for the
only assistant to the physio-
therapist.

Dr Abdus Slam, the lone
physiotherapist with more
than one foreign degrees,
while talking to this corre-
spondent said, "An average of
30 patients requiring phisio-
therapy turn up in the hospital
every day and we face difficul-
ties in treating them due to
want of space and modern
technologies.

He was, however, optimistic
about the authority's taking
quick steps to equip the unit
with the appliances waiting to
be unpacked.

The Dhaka Shishu Hospital,
the only specialised hospital
for treating the discases of
children is a government aided
autonomous body,
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to Khairul's wife yesterday.

PM visits Khair's
residence, gives
Tk 25000 cheque

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia last night visited
the Motijheel colony residence
of Photo Journalist Khairul
Alam Khair, who was killed in
a train accident Tuesday
evening, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister spent
some time with the members
of family of Khairul and con-
soled them.

Begum Zia handed u?cr a
cheque of Taka 25,000 to
Kurshida Akthar Subarna, the
widow of Khairul. The Prime
Minister said Subarna would be
given a sewing machine.

The Prime Minister also
talked to the younger brother
of Khairul and said he would be
provided with a job.

Information Minister
Nazmul Huda, Dhaka City
Mayor Mirza Abbas and State
Minister for Social Welfare
Sarwari Rahman were present.

Khairul was killed when he
was run over by a train at FDC
Railway crossing when he was
taking snaps of a rally of the
Juba Command.

Khair laid
O rest

The Namaz-e-janaza of
photo journalist Khairul Alam
Khair was held at the Jatiya
Press Club in Dhaka yesterday
afternoon.

A large number of people
besides journalists attended
the Janaza.

Khair was buried at the
Shahjahanpur graveyard.

Earlier, thdy was taken
to the office of Dainik
Samachar where his col-

leagues paid their last respect.
Saifur
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development financial institu-
tions including the World Bank
and the Astan Development
Bank for showing discrimina-
tory attitude towards local
consultants.

The very nature of these in-
stitutions are responsible for
driving our people out of the
country as well as obstructing
technology transfer, he said.

Questioning the quality and

utility of many a consultancy

reports, the Finance Minister
said scores of such reports are
piled up in the Planning
Commission and other gov-
ernment agencics.

Saiflur stressed on competi-
tive remuneration to local tal-
ents in consultancy to help
technology transfer in more
sustainable way.

Speaking on the occasion,
UNDP Resident Representative
Charles H. Larsimont said the
real benefit of the TOKTEN
services to the country may
nol carry any long lasting im-
pact unless the sustainability
of human development thro-
ugh transfer' of technolegy,
knowledge and capital.

The workshop marks the
16th year of TOKTEN opera-
tion globally and sixth year in
Bangladesh.

During the period, .over
3,600 consultancies were
completed by expatriates re-
turning without salary to 32
different countries of origin.
Bangladesh alone has been the
beneficiary of 80 such consul-
tancies.

Biman starts
Ctg-Bangkok
flight today

Biman starts today (Thurs-
day) its regular weekly flight
from Chittagong to Bangkok via
Rangoon, reports UNB.

Every Thursday, the Biman
flight BG 084 will depart
Dhaka at 11:50 in the moming
for Chittagong to connect the
port city with Bangkok via
Rangoon and fly back direct
from the Thal capital to
Chittagong to reach the capital
the same day, says a Biman
press re

| Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia handing over a cheque

— PID photo

Sheikh Hasina consoling mother of late photo journalist
Khairul Alam at the latter's residence yesterday.— Star photo
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the parties excepting the JP
would hold a rally Sunday
afternoon at the Bangabandhu
Avenue.

The Jattya Party, Nasim told
reporters, would hold a meet-
ing separalely but at the same
time in front of the Jatiya
Press Club.

Sunday's programme, he
saild, would be preceded by
meelings, processions, and
rallies in the city Friday and
Saturday to mobilise popular
support.

However, the Awami League
would begin its programmes
from today, Nasim said.

"It is an expression of our
political anxiety that we have
sat together . .. we don't want
to be party to it [the bill's pas-
sage)”, said Moudud Ahmed,
the acting Leader of the JP
Parliamentary Party, pointing
to the bills contradictions with
the Constitution.

"Both from conviction and
conscience points ol view, we
oppose this law because it will
be used as a political instru-
ment by the party in power”,
said the JP lcader who later at
a scparate press briefling ex-
plained the legal and constitu-
tienal peints quoting the rele-
vant articles of the Con-
stitution.

Shahjahan Siraj of his fac-
tion of the JSD said that the
ruling BNP had brought the bill
as a last resort to cling to
power after failing to govern
the country.

The bill, titled Suppression
of Terroristic Offences Bill
whose provisions had been in
effect since September 17
through the promulgation of an
ordinance by the President,
was introduced in Parliament
by Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Tuesday night.

A disapproval motion moved
by as many as 33 Opposition
MPs including the ones [rom
the Jamaat fell lat by 153-94
votes Monday night and the
Opposition, barring the Jamaat
and the 10J, walked out of the
House Tuesday night as the
llome Minister was about to
table the bill.

During the Opposition walk-
oul, the House witnessed hot
exchanges between the Oppo-
sition and the Treasury ben-
ches.

At yesterday's press confer-
ence, the Deputy lLeader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad

blasted Prdme Minister {?u:gum

I Opposition agitation

Khaleda Zia for her remark:
“They are fleeing the House..."
"She must withdraw it , . . °
said Azad adding that walk- out
was a recognised practice in
parliamentary democracy.

Suranjit Sengupta resented
the fact that the bill was intro-
duced even after the disap-
proval move. "Non-approval
proceeding is an event aftler
which there cannotl have any
moral ground for a bill to be
tabled”,

At the JP press conierence,
Moudud Ahmed said that the
bill was the blackest and worst
in history and added "The BNP
will have to bear the stigma
and curse for ages {f the bill s
passed”.

The former Vice President
said that the bill would provide
the lower level officials of the
Executive with wide powers.
“The bill is an instrument of
repression and extortion”, he
added.

“The men in the adminis-
tration will take money from
the general people using the
provisions of the bill", he ex-

plained.
“The bill's provisions are
impractical,” the JP leader, a

lawyer, said listing the clauses
of the bill contradicts the
various icles of the Con-
stitution.

“This bill slaps on the
Supreme Court's rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution”, he
went on adding that "It's a
parallel system of court or ju-

diciary.” :
Moudud, replying to a
question, informed that the

Jamaat had assured support to
the movement but would act in
its own way for "strategic rea-
sons”. He pointed out that the
party had moved resolutions
disapproving the bill.

On the continuation of boy-
cotl, the Opposition Chief
Whip said "We don't see any
reason to attend the House.”

*There is no change in the
situation that prompted us to
walk out,” the AL leader said at
the press conference as the
Jatiya Sangsad was in session
with the Treasury benchers
and the Jamaat MPs attending.

The Opposition leaders said
that they had not been con-
tacted by the government side
until they were holding the
press conference.

The House was adjourned at
9 pm to meet again at 4.30

pm today, a Private Members'
ey

British overseas
development
. Secy due today

Timothy Lankester,
nent Secretary of Britain's
Overseas Development Admi-

Perma-

nistration, arrives in Dhaka
today on a five-day visit to
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

During his stay here,
Lankester will meet Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman and
senior officials to discuss the
British aid programmes.

He will also inaugurate the
new Aid Management office in
Lhe British High Cnmmilliun

Hartal at Natore
today for TV

station

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Oct 28: Natore
TV Studie . Punaruddhar
Sangram Parishad has called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal today
(Thursday) to press home its
demand for setting up a full-
Nledged television station in
Natore in the place of present
Sub-station.

Mostafiz
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pur), the Foreign Minister said
the dispute over Talpatty
islands with India would be
resolved through bilateral
discussions.

The Foreign Minister said
the present government was
determined to resolve all out-
standing bilateral {ssues with
India including Talpatty. He
said he had a discussion on the
issue with former Indian Fo-
reign Minister Madhab Singh
Solanki on  August 26-29,
1991. He also said the Talpatty
issue was also raised during
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's visit to India in May this
:.T'EI.J'.

h:

Clinton (right) and running mate Al Gore waving at the crowd during a campaign tour

yesterday.

Bush sees new hope as economy takes off
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nomic news, Bush said, “That
{s good growth, and we're go-
ing lo do even betler.”

“Better than Japan, better
than Cermany, better than
Europe,” he eried at a raucous
evening rally at a city pavilion
in Kettering, Ohio, just outside

Dayton. "Lel's keep It growing
by my plan, not by the
Democrats’ plan.”

Clinton toured the South on
Tuesday to press his pitch for
economic change.

At a rally of thousands in
Tampa on Florida's West Coast,
Clinton on Tuesday painted
himself as a “different kind of
Democrat,” saying, “We do not
need more government. We
need government that works,
that invests, that holds people
accountable.”

He called repeatedly for an

— Star TV photo

end to “trickle-down eco-
nomics,” but stressed, as well,
that he opposes “tax and
spend” economics.

Clinton was beginning his
day in Houston, with appear-
anccs in Texas, Misaissippi
and Kentucky Wednesday.
Aides conceded Bush would
likely carry Mississippi and in
a virtual concession, Clinton
had no plans to campaign iIn
Alabauma.
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QuakehltsMyanmar,
Thailand
BANGKOK, D:tﬂlmfﬂm
on the Richter Scale rocked

on Wednesday but

there
, The tremor was

miles) west of the northern Thad

e
%!

wtheﬁnhwﬂkm&n&nﬂcﬂmh—

side Myanmar, reports AFP.

and children lil!td
Embassy here Wed
Pakistanis

peop
nger strike in front of the Indian
to protest the killing of two
by Indian security forces this month. The strike,
led by humanitarian activist
pressing the Indian government
two Pakistanis who the Indian government

Ansar Burney, was aimed at
to return the bodies of the
said were killed

in an encounter between security jorces and suspected fter-
rorists in the border state of Punjab, reports AFP.

Seen from the gallery
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workers had been arrested
since the restoration of par-
llamentary democracy. Chow-
dhury's answer was that no
political leader or worker has
been arrested for °political
reasons.”

Riasat All asked that, if a vi-
olation of the constitutfon
could be adjudged a political
offence, then has been
deemed to have committed
such an offence, and if so, has
he been arrested, and if not,
why not?

Did Al have anybody in par-
ticular in mind? He didn't say,
but Chowdhury's discomfert
was all too apparent, not least
to Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni who saved the
llome Minister [rom what
promised to be certain embar-
rassmcnt, one way or the
othor.

“This cannot be a supple-
mentary question, honourable
member, this is not a supple-
mentary”, Panni said.

Minister Chowdhury threw
himselfl back onto his thickly-
cushioned seat, giving a glance
of eternal gratitude to the
Chair.

L] B @ @ & &

The Minister's reply to an-
other supplementary left the
questioner in a greater shroud
of darkness than he probably
was before he made the query.

Shahjahan Chowdhury of
Jamaat wanted to know {if for-
mer JSD idcologue Sirajul
Alam Khan had been arrested
on political charges, and ff so,
what they were.

The Jamaat man, however,
did not clarify if he was talk-
ing about a recent arrest or an
old one, from which Khan had
been bailed sometime back,
but that didn't stop the Home
Minister [rom attempting a
reply which tumed out to be

loo sensitive.
“He was arrested recently ...

on a casc ...", the minister
hesitated, and then, leaning
forward towards the Foreign
Minister sitting in [ront,
asked, “can this be told?”

The Foreign Minister did
not seem lo respond, and
Matin Chowdhury decided to

Jail terms
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offences like participation in
the examinations through im-
personation, leak-out of ques-
tion papers, presentation of
false mark-sheets and fake
diploma or degree certificates
replacement or addition in an-
swer papers and supply of copy
to examinees for adopting un-
fairmeans and others.

As a result, the amend-
ments to the Act would help
check corrupt practices in the
public examinations, the
statement added.

For impersonation as an €x-
aminee at public examinations,
a person "shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to five
years, and shall not be less
than one year”, according to
the amendments.

Whoever discloses, pub-
lishes or distributes question
papers whatsoever, before any
public examination is held, will
be punished for a jail term,
which may extend to 10 (ten)
years and shall not be less than
three years, and shall also be
liable to fine, another amend-
ment said.

The amendments said those
who will be making false mark
sheet, certificate, diploma or
degree relating to any public
examinations shall be punish-
able with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to
seven years and shall not be
less than three years and also
be liable to fine.

For substitution of or addi-
tion to answer scripts the of-
fender is punishable with im-
prisonment for a term which
may extend to ten years and
shall not be less than three
years, and shall also be Hable to
fine and those who will help
any examinee by supplying in
the examination hall any writ-
ten answer or any book or
written paper, by dictating any
answer orally or by any me-
chanical means or by any other
means shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term
which may extend to five years
and shall not be less than two
years and also be lfable to fine.

shut-up shop.

“It won't be In
of the State to here the
reasons why he has been ar-
rested”, he sald and sat down
without further ado.

Maulana Obaidul Huq is one
of those rare persons whom
everyone loves to love. The 10J
MP from Sylhet is also one of
those, the sound of whose
voice is hardly ever heard over
the public address system in
the House.

Yesterday however, the

unassuming yet thoroughly
dignified madrasa headmaster

broke his silence, and asked
for the political identity of 11
people, whom the Home
Minister had said were ‘killed
in political viclence' between
January and September this
year.

The Minister, however, de-
cided it was a ‘new question’
and not a supplementary, and
asked for a written notice in-
stead.

Chowdhury was more forth-
coming when asked, by an-
other MP, to explain the rea-
sons behind violence in educa-
tional institutions, which left
four boys dead between July 1
and Sept 30.

“In educational institutions,
clashes take place to maintain
political {influence ... and
sometimes...if there is any
other enmity, then also clashes
take place®, said he in a crisp
and concise analysis of the

anatomy .of violenece in -eel-
leges across the country.

PM: Opposition
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in creating terrorism in the
campus as well as in the soci-
cly.

A democratic government is
necessary for development ol
the country, she said secking
support of the people to build
up a self-reliant nation.

“BNP is the party of toiling
masscs and its programmes
are aimed at welfare of the
commonman. That is way it
has been returned to power af-
ter nine years" the Prime
Minister said.

Results of development ef-
forts undertaken by the demo-
cratic government have started
to reach the people, she
added.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment's programmes are aimed
at making the country self-re-
liant by increasing production
in fields and factories. "We
want to export our’ products
for national development.”

She called upon the people
to help in checking smuggling,
saying that it is hindering the
scope of industrial develop-
ment of the country.

Begum Zia mentioned the
government development pro-
grammes in sectors of educa-
tion, health, industry and
women uplift.

She urged the women to in-
volve themselves in poultry,
small and cottage industries
and farming and assured all
sorts of government assis-
tance in this regard.

Ex-UP chairinan
slaughtered

From Qur Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Oct 28:
Abul Kashem Bhuiyan, 34, ex-
chairman of Mushulli Union
Parishad was slaughtered by
miscreants Tuesday night.

According to the eye-wit-
nesses the assailants number-
ing about 20 to 26 gheraoced
the ex-chairman while he was
having tea in a shop at
Merenga Natun at about
7-30 pm. They stabbed him in
the chest and later chopped
off his body. The miscreants
also severed his penis from the
body.

The miscreants opened two
rounds, of gun shots while they
were chased by the loecal
ple. Deceased Abul Kas
Bhuiyan got married only four
month back. The cause behind
the murder could not be
ascertained immediately.

A case was registered with
Nandail Police Station in this
connection.

The body was sent to
Hllhnrrﬂnj H-d-r Hospital

morgue lor autopsy.
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