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NEWS BRIEFS

Pak Chief Justice
arrives today

The Chiefl Justice of
Pakistan, Justice Muhammad
Afzal Zullah arrives here today
to attend a seminar on public
interest litigation organized
jointly by Ain-O-Shalish Kendra
and Madaripur Legal Aid
Association at Hotel Purbani
from October 30 to 31. The
Pakistan Chief Justice will be
Chiel Justice
Court Justice

ISLAMABAD, Oct 28; Nayyar

Suiltana, a prominent Pakistani

film star, died of stomach
cancer late Tuesday, the offi-
cial Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) said today.
Sultana, 60, died at the Agha
Khan Hospital in Karachi
where she had been under
treatment for the last six
months.

CABI team
due today

A 5-member delegation of
the Commonwealth Agricul-
tural Bureau International
(CABI), UK, headed by Dr
Christina Cunliffe, arrives in

Dhaka . During its two-
week stay, the CABI delegation
will out survey ol Bang-

ladesh agricultural information
needs. They will also visit
different national agricultural
rescarch fzations, exten-
sion, rural development insti-
tutions of the country and
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
gﬂy at Mymensingh, reports

Condolence meet
at DUJ office

A condolence meeting will
be held at | lam today at the
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) office at Jatiya Press
Club in memory of photo-jour-
nalist Khairul Alam Khair
killed in a train acci-
dent. Professional colleagues.
relatives, friends and well
wishers of late Khair have been
requested to atiend the meet-
ing, reports BSS.
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the Jamaat, last night an-
cotl” of the House and takin
to the streets to force the
ing party withdraw the contro-
versial anti-terrorism bill.

joint
that t

possible means the

and application of the law

which they termed the black-

est in history designed to re-

press politics
They am

The Opposition, excepting
nounced "continuation of boy-

The Opposition leaders at a
ress conference vowed
would resist by all
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House bozcott to continue

By Staff Correspondent
programmes aimed at
“involving the people” with
their movement and said they
would meet every day to de-
cide their course of action de-
pending on the ruling party's
response.

"We'll resist by any means .
. it's application .. . it's pas-
sage”, said Abdus -Bnmad Azad,
the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

"We've exhausted all proce-
dures of Parliament , . . the
only way out now is to go to

a skt of the people and we are going to

position chooses
| agitation against
anti-terrorism bill

the people”, said Suranjit
Scngupta speaking after t
announcement of mes
by the Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim.

Nasim — on behall of the
Awami League, the Ganatantri
Party, the Jatiya Party, the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh, the JSD (Siraj),
NAP, the Islami Otkya Jote
who all had attended a meet-
ing chaired by the Opposition
lecader Sheikh Hasina just be-
fore the briefing — said that

See Page 12 Col 4
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Unfgir means in public exams

Ja

The Jattya Sangsad last
night passed an amendment
bill providing fer stringent
punishment to those indulging
in corrupt practices or abet-
ting others in adopting unfair
means in public examinations
to check offences in examina-
tions, reports BSS,

Jail terms ranging from five
years to 10 years have been
raised from the existing two to
four years for the offences in
the public examinations, ac-
cording te the amendments
brought te The 18980 Public
Faanvrstons - [Offerees) A,

The House rejected all the
amendmenis moved by the
opposition including that of
circulating The Public Exa-
minations (Offences) (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1992 to elicit

‘terms raised |\
to ten years

public opinion the bill was
introduced in the House four
months back during the
budget session.

While piloting the bill, the
Educatfon Minister, Jami-
ruddin Sircar in his statement
of object and reasons for
bringing the bill said The 1980
Public Examinations (Offences)
Act had the provisions to
award punishment to those,
involved in adopting unfair
means or abetting such
corrupt practices in the exam-
Inations.

Tie  sgiiirerer “waid “PHL
Public Examinations (Offences)
{Amendment) Biil had brought
amendments to certain provi-
sions of the 1980 Act to make
the punishment stringent for

See Page 12 Col 7

Entrepreneurs of sick in-
dustries at a press conference
yesterday gave the government
an ultimatum of 15 days for
taking appropriate measures (o
rchabilitate+the sick units of
the country.

Otherw!se, they said the
entrepreneurs will organise a
grand conference on Novem-
ber 30 in Dhaka to announce
an action programme,

The press conference or-
ganised jointly by the Inter-
Association Sick Industries
Rehabilitation Couneil [IASIRC)

Owners of sick units
threaten movement

By Staff Correspondent

and the BSRS Entrepreneurs
Forum at the National Press
Club also demanded immediate
implementation of the rec-
ommendations of the Sick
Industries Rehabilitation and
Revival Cell.

Addressing the press con-
ference, Convenor of IASIRC
Alauddin Ahmed said that a
massive movement programme
wotuld be taken at the grand
rally of the entrepreneurs and
the government itsell would
be held responsible for any

See Page. 12 Col 1
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by Sabir Mustafa

When a bearded, bespecta-
cled but otherwise non-de-

script maulana began reciting
from the Holy Quran at 5 pm
yesterday, there were pre-
cisely 36 MPs present in the
House — 31 from the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party, four
Jamaat-i-Islami members and
the lone representative of the
Islami Oikkya Jote Maulana
Obaidul Hugq.

The
L _Senje bs
its Arabic original to Bengali
translation, but the party rep-
resentations remained un-
changed.

The absence of the Awami
League and its allles gave the
House a pretty desolate look,
and the pressure put on the
Home Minister, whose turn it
was [0 answer questions yes-
terday, by Jamaat's mostly el-
derly members would have put
a small-sized pressure-cooker
to shame.

Even in this heaven-sent
situation, which was tanta-
mount to one side fielding 11
players against two opponents
with no goalkeeper, Abdul
Matin Chowdhury had his un-
comfortable moments. He
barely avoided scoring an own-
goal, and once at least was res-
cued by some deft footwork by
the referee himself.

Riasat Ali of Jamaat laid a
neat little trap, with a supple-
menlary question.

The original question was,

how many political leaders and |

See Page 12 Col 7
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Talks with Delhi
on 'push back'
continuing : FM

A total of 177 Bengali-
speaking Indian nationals have

been pushed-in to Bangladesh
under the so-called "Push
Back” operation of India,
Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman informed the
Jatiya Blnlud yesterday,

rrpun-

’ln a question from
anl ur Rashid (AL-
Mndanpuri in his absence the
Foreign Minister said the fig
ure was collected from
Bangladesh Rifles and other
sources.

Replying to another ques-
tion whether the government
was laking any step to send
those people back to India,
Mostafizur Rahman said the is-
sue would be settled after mu-
tual u of the two
countries. He also told the
House that talks between the
two governments were con-
tinuing,

Replying to a question from
Mosharral Hussain (AL-Farid-

Sec Page 12 Col 6
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_Anti-terrorism BI”

Opposition misleading
people: Khaleda

SAIDPUR, (Nilphamari), Oct
Begum
Khaleda Zia today (Wednesday)
blasted the opposition for ob-
jecting to the Anti-terrorism
Bill, re UNB.

"BNP wants peace and dis-
cipline in the country, and the
anti-terrorism bill has been
brought in a response to peo-
ple's wishes”, Begum Zia said
while addressing a huge rally
at the Raflway ground here this
afternoon

The Anti-terrorism Bill,
1992, was introduced in
Parliament on Tuesday amid
strong protest and walkout by
the members of Awami
League, Jattya Party and thefr
allies. Jamaat-e-Islami also op-
posed introduction of the Bill
through voice vote but did not
walkout.

Referring to threats by the
opposition to paralyse the gov-
ernment, the Prime Minister
conflidently said, "We will con-

tinue our development eflorts
and paralyse them instead. We
h:u the support of the peo-
ple”

People have no confidence
in the opposition, Begum Zia
said adding that they had voted

BNP to r for ensuring
peace wellare of the com-
mornman.

The nine-year autecratic
regime could not paralyse the
movement of BNP, which be-
lieves in and works for welfare
of the people, Begum Zia re
minded.

She accused the opposition
of misleading the people and
called for united efforts to re-
sist them. "It is your responsi-
bility to resist those who want
to create indiscipline in na-
tional life.”

Begum Zia also blamed cer-
tain vested quarters who, she
said, had made black money
in the past and were involved

See Page 12 Col B
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at Kamalapur Bus Depot in city. Ten BRTC workers were injured in the incident

yesterday.

- Star photo

SAARC invitation
Tariqul off
to Thimpu

The special envoy of the
Prime Minister and Social
Welfare and Women's Alfairs
Minister Tariqul Islam left
Dhaka yesterday for Thimpu,
reports BSS.

He will handover an invita-
tion letter of the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
the King of Bhutan Jigme
Singhye Wangchuck to attend
the seventh SAARC summit to
be held in Dhaka in December.

Islam will also hold discus-
sion with the King on matters
relating to the SAARC summit.

Donors favour foreign
consultants: Saifur

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman was critical yesterday
of donors for favouring foreign
consultants in their technical
assistance programme which
encouraged brain drain from
the country, reports UNB.

Very often donors tend te
prefer consultants having least
knowledge on the subject only
because they are foreigner,
Rahman said while inaugurat-
ing a national workshop on
Transfer of knowledge Thro-
ugh Expatriate Nationals at the
NEC auditnrium yesterday
morning.

UNDP and the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) joint-
ly organised the workshop, the
sixth such exercise,

TOKTEN is a UNDP-spon-
sored scheme in over 30 de-
veloping countries including
Bangladesh designed to miti-
gate the adverse conse-
quences of exodus of their tal-
ented specialists.Under the
scheme, skilled expatriates are
brought back to home for short
consultancies.

Saifur Rahman particularly
mentioned some multilateral

See Page 12 Col 3

Arabia lying on the corridor of Dhaka Shishu Hospital for over a year.

Two of the ﬂeveral boxes con t.mmng physmtherap}r equlpment donated by Kingdom nf Saudi

— Star photo

Physiotherapy
equipment
lying 1dle at
Shishu Hospital

By Nurul Kabir

Although the Dhaka Shishu
Hospital has in its possession a
good number of modern phys-
iotherapy equipment the pa-
tients are not getting benefits
of these machines.

This is just because the
hospital which got the equip-
ment along with some more
for treating other diseases

from the Saudi Arabian Mission |

in Dhaka as gift in the first
quarter of 1991 are yet to un-
packed and installed.

However the equipment for
intensive care unit, renal and
dialysis unit, special baby care
unit, pathology unit, surgical

' See Page 12 Col 1
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Economy i1s back in gear
Bush sees new hope of
persuading voters

WASHINGTON, Oct 23: The
last major economic report be-
fore Election Day gave Presi-
dent Bush new hope of per-
suading voters the economy is
back in gear, but Bill Clinton
insisted his plan would mean
more jobs for more people.
Ross Perot planned his second
campaign outing since re-en-
tering the race, reports UNB.

With six days to go, new
poll results Wednesday con-
firmed that the race has be-
come a much closer one. The
polls showed Clinton's lead
over Bush shrinking to 6 and 7
percentage points among
chl}r voters.

A third poll, which also in-
cluded some sampling after
the weekend flap, showed
Clinton with a 10-point lead
among likely voters.

Perot had 17, 21 and 18
per cent i the three polls.

From sunup to sundown
Tuesday, in lowa, Kentucky
and Ohio, Bush cheered the
government's report that the
economy grew at an annual
rate of 2.7 per cent in the
July-September quarter— less
than in past recovery periods
but more than economists had
expected.

Of Tuesday's good

See Page (2 Cnl 4
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SRINAGAR, - Oct 28
Gunbattles between Muslim
rebels and federal troopers
erupted overnight in Srinagar
as a visiting team of Indian
MPs held talks with Kashmiri
security officials, government
sources said today, reports
AFP.

At lcast eight people died
and 18 others were injured in
Tuesday's skirmishes, they
said, adding that sporadic fir-

I

ing was continuing Wednesday
in protest against the visit by
the 20-member team.

An old woman and a child
did in one of the skirmishes
when Indian paramilitary
troopers fired in retaliation in
Srinagar's walled city districts
to bring down snipers, the
sources said.

They said the violence was
in protest against the parlia-
mentary delegation which flew
in from New Delhi on Tuesday
to review the situation in the
strife-torn state.

MPs belonging to Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao's
Congress (I) Party and from

most major opposition groups
held talks with Kashmiri gov-
ernor Girish Chandra Saxena
amid a general strike and
street protests by the Muslim
rebels.

"Things have not changed
here, a police officer quoted
one of the MPs as saying today
as militants and civillans
chanted anti-Indian slogans
through Tuesday night in the
citys

Muslim religious leaders
also joined the non-stop pro-
test, yelling "we want freedom"”

from loudhailers mounted atop
mosques in Srinagar, Kash-
mir's summer capital and

urban hub of a four-year-old
secessionist drive.

The protesters hoisted
black flags,- burned Rao in ef-
nd shut down market
, stores and offices to

. would not be in favour of the
states Muslim-majority popula-
tion.

The visiting MPs, here on a
fact-finding mission, plan to
meet residents and local
politiclans to investigate re-
ports of police excesses and to
monitor the situation related

to the secessionist drive.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front, the Hizbul
Mujahedeen, the lkhwan-ul-
Muslimeen and other militant
factions have urged residents

'Eight killed as gunbattles continue in Srinagar

and human rights groups to
boycott the dclcgauun

Reuter adds : Pakistan on
Tuesday released more than
100 Kashmiri - activists ar-
rested while staging a banned
march but expelled five lead-
ers of the protest from the
part pf Kashmir which it rules,

opposition sources in
Islamabad said.
Kashmiri political groups

in Pakistan, meanwhile, held
to mark the 45th an-
of the entry of the

Indlan army into Kashmir.
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| Five new

UNSC

members

Brast, Dyfboutl, Pakistan, Spel
and New Zealand were tm“
by the General Assembly of
Tuesday to two-year terms on
the 15-nation Security Counetl,
beginning January 1, 1993,

reports BSS.

They will fill counctl seats
being vacated at the end of this
year by Ecuador, Zimbabwe,
India, Austria and

The eounecil includes five
other non-permanent mem-

4 bers whose m—-*tll terms ex-

pire at the end of 1993. They
are: Cape Verde, Hungary,
Japan, Morocco and Venezuela

The council's five perma-
nent members, each with the
power of veto, are: the United
States, Russia, Britain, China
and France.

3000 stranded Pak
families may be
repatriated
by Dec: FM

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman told the
Jatlya Sangsad yesterday that
the government was taking all
nccessary steps to ensure
repatriation of the 3,000 fami-
lies of the stranded Pakistanis
well before their scheduled
repatriation in December next,
reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
Awami Leagiie member Mirza
Azam, during the question
hour, the Foreign Minister said
that this was decided after the
Prime Ministers of Bangladesh
and Pakistan held successful
talks on August 9-11, he said.

The minister was re
to the question in absence of
the questioner.

The Foreign Minister said
the total number of stranded

F PakTstariia s cSfiiidied Inm &

recent census was 2 lakh 38
thousand 93,

One shot, one
hurt 1in blast
at AJIM

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 28: A
non-worker was shot and a
canteenboy sustained bomb
injuries in the Adamjee Jute
Mills (AJM) area today, mills
sources said.

Ohid, 25, reportedly an
Awami League activist, was
wounded when the assailants
fired at a group of people gos-
siping at Alipara around 3.30
pm.

He was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where his condition
was stated to be critical.

Alamgir Hossain, a 12-year-
old canteenboy, was seriously
infured when a ecracker ex-
ploded falling from the hand of
its carrier near a gate of AJM
at 11.30 am.

25 hurt as police,
students clash
at Tongi

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Oct 28: At least
25 persons including five po-
licemen were Injured in a
clash over the delay in the an-
nouncement of Tongi  Govt.
College Students' Union elec-
tion results today.

Tongl police arrested two
students from the spot of the
clash.

Starting at 8 am, voting for
the college students Union
continued till 2 pm and the
counting began at 3 pm.

When the results were not
being announced even at 3 pm,
a section of agitated students
started pelting stones at po-
lice guarding the main building
of the college.

Dacoity at PSC
director's house

By Staff Correspondent

About eight dacoits entered
the residence of a Bangladesh
Public Service Commission di-
rector early yesterday and de-
camped with valuables worth
Tk 1.5 lakh,

Following the incident,
Cantonment Police took two
persons into cus , one of
whom was identi as a da-
coit, Pelice sources said.

Rabiul Islam, a PSC director
and owner of the house told
The Daily Star that about
armed men barged into
house at about 4.15 am

| Wednesday.



