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2000 Railwaymen seek |

voluntary retirement

Railway authorities have so
far received two theusand
applicattona from employees
secking voluntary retirement,
it was learnt today, reports
ass,

The applications were in
response to the government's
declared programme to ra-
tionalise

those
trement of the lpphtlntl.
1100 were from the eastern
and the rest from the western
BOYC .

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed handed over the
benefit to the first
batch of 27 rallway employees
who retired voluntarily at a
function held on October 22 at
the Railway Bhaban, in Dhaka.
The total value of the cheques
amounted to Taka 65 lakh,
railway sources said.

The sources feit that the

number of applications was

likely to exceed the 10 thou-
sand mark. It was earlter esti-

SeiSe T 3
for voluntary re

‘mated that to mitionalise man-
power . in raflway, about 10
thousand jobs would have to be
reduced, in the even of appli-
cations exceeding the number,
the “first come [irst serve” pol
icy would be followed, sources
added.
The authoritics have ar-
to handover cheques
ates as per the wishes of
the employees to retire volun-
tarily.

Although the last date for
filing applications secking vol-
untary retirement was fixed on
November 30, the process ol
handing cheques began long
before on the request of the

employces, the sources added.

The government in order to
reduce manpower in the rev-
enue sector of the railways,
carlier announced one time f-
nancial benefits to those em-
ployees seckings voluntary re-
tirement on completion of ten
year's ol service and those
whose ages were not more

than 52 years.

Perot episode is

DALLAS, Oct 27: President
Bush expressed amazement
Tuesday at t can-
didate Rm.-l Perot's report of a
Republican plot to disrupt his
daughter's wedding and de-
nied it was true, reports AP,

Bush also said Perot's mas-
sive spendi of his won
money in the final days of the
campaign — the elections are
on Nov. 3 — is "a little bizarre
.. Strange, strange.”

Democratic presidential
nominee Bill Clinton, stfll lead-
ing in the national polls, said
he didn't know what to make
of the Perot-Bush exchange
but that he wanted to win back
Perot supporters who may
have strayed ([rom -the
Democralic ticket.

“You don't interrupt your
opponent when he's making a

crazy, says Bush

fool of himself," said Clinton
campaign strategist Paul

In two new tracking polls,
Clinton's lead over DBush
widened slightly to 11 points.

Clinton led 44-33 in ABC's
poll of likely voters and 42-3]
in the Cable News Network

USA Today poll. In ABC's poll,

Perot’ rose two points to 19
percent. That poll was &on-

ducted from hidny to Sunday,
before his first campaign ral-
lies on Sunday. Perot was also
at 19 per cent in the CNN-USA

Today poll, down one point.

Clinton ended his eighth
afid final bus tour in ‘Georgia
then was heading to Florida to

campaign for that key battle-
ground state.

JS : Walkout
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Hasina warned.

She blasted the m to
set up special fribunals as per
Clause 2(2) of the bill. "It
seems that a parallel justice
system is being created, Irhich
would snatch the funda-
mental rights of the people”.

Saying that it was similar to
the summary martial law
courts, Hasina noted that even
the High Court will not have
any jurisdiction over the spe-
cial tribunals set up under the
provisions of the bill:

Hasina went on saying that
autocrat Ershad came to power
through martial law and
General Zia also came to
through martial law, now
the ruling was also fol-
lowing the footsteps nf the
generals.

"The intention is the same
which is 1o suppress the gov-
ernment’'s political opponents
and lor partisan interests.”

Amid thunderous thumping
from the opposgition benches,
Hasina said the bill's primary

purpose was to the voice of
the opposition and to stop all
criticisms. "If this bill is

ud the sell-centered will-

ness of the government will

talu: and extreme form,” she
warned.

Hasina said that the gov-
ernment was bringing this bill
aflter losing the confidence of
the people. -

Criticising the government
for not repealing the
Powers Act (SPA) as per the
Joint Declaration of the three
alliances, she said: “This bill is
the ‘father’ of SPA as all of its
provisions have been incorpo-
rated in the bill”.

She, however, defended the
promulgation of the SPA in

he problem fs that
there is no applications of

those laws.”

Asking the minister and the
Prime Minister
the biH, Hasina cautioned, *
want to warn the ruling party
members that we are afrdid
that these laws may become a
noose around your neck in the
future.”

An reply, the Home
Minister pefuted the opposi-
tion charges that the bﬂr:;-
against human rights and was
brought to fulfil political mo-
tives and added that it was laid

fully aecording to
Constitution and was d:nignﬁd
to protect the life and prop-
erty of the people.

"l do not understand why
she is opposing a law to curb
terrorism... the cat has come
out of the sack,” he said.

Saying that the existing
laws were not adequate to deal
with the new type of crimes
like breaking of cars, extor-
tions etc.

He said that the special tri-
bunal was for a speedy trial.
"Those who do not want to
curb these crimes do not want
democracy.” He pointed out
that late President Ziaur
Rahman did not promulgate
martial law but Mustaque
Ahmed, a former AL minister
did it. Zia withdraw the martizl
laws and brought back the

[

- multi-party political system, he
added

Ile said Hasina ‘tompro-
mised the movement by
participating in thc 1986
elections.

Hasina, rising on a point of
personal clarification, said that
she was the first one to protest

promulgation of martial law in

1982 and also gave a statement
after the death of Zia saying
that the continuity of the
Constitution was being com-
promised.

She alleged that Begum Zia
withdrew from participating in
the election following propos-

als from Ershad's men to call

for a“sepoy uprising which
would bring her to power and
Khaleda Zia acted accordingly.

At this point the opposition
staged . the walkout.
Badruddoza Choudhury took
the floor and said that Hasina
made aspersfons on the Leader
of the House and sought fts
expunction.

“They do not have the moral
courage to listen to what we
have to say and that is why
they have walked away,”

chair to expunge all what
Begum Zia said was Hasina's

'untrue’ statements.
Later the Deputy Leader of |
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proceedings he would decide
on the matter.
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Jahanara Imam, Convenor of the Nirmul Committee addressing a public meeting in eity

. yesterday.
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Newsman killed | Implement accord : Imam
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the Eighth Battalion of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
died on way to the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) from
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital {(DMCH).

The police personnel was
severely hit on his head.

Witnesses said that police
blocked the Jubo Command
procession at the level cross-
ing the gates of which were
closed because of an approach-
ing mail train Isha Khan
Express from Mymensingh.

The accident occurred
when a group of photographers
were trying to take snaps of
the processionists from inside
the enclosure of the level
crossing.

The press photographers
could not here the sound of
the approaching train because
of the clamour and chaos while
police blocked the procession.

Witnesses said as the train
hit the rickshaw of Khair (26)
he fell on the railtrack and was
instantly crushed under the
wheels.

Police constable Saleh
Ahmed (30), who was on duty
at the spot, received serious
head fnjuries and the rick-
shawpullcr Abdus Salam ([25)
lost his right leg. The press
men were standing on the
 rickshaw while they were try-
ing to photograph the proces-
sion.

The policemen and the
rickshawpuller were admitted
to the DMCH in unconscious
state.

Three other photographers,
Humayun Kabir Hiru of the
Daily Star, Shahidullah of the
Banglar Bani and Alam of

Bazar Patrika, who were
on the same rickshaw, nar-
rowly escaped the death as
they fell a few yards away from
the tracks.

Earlier, the processionists
started marching towards
Parliament after a rally near
the Century Arcade at
Maghbazar,

Soon after the accident, po-
lice resorted to baton charge
to dhg:ve the mob from the
area ral people were hurt
in the beating

All the injumd were rushed
to the DMCH. Humayun Kabir
Hiru and Shahidullah were re-
leased after first aid while
Alam was admitted with frac-
tured waist-bone.

The body of the police
constable was receive by an as-
sistant police commissioner of
DMP at the CMH and the body
of the Samachar photographer
was awaiting autopsy at the
DMCH.

BFUJ, DUJ
condole
death

. Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) have condoled the death
of photo journalist Khairul
Alam Khair in a train accident
yesterday, reports UNB.

Khaleda visits
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constable Saleh Ahmed who
were killed in the accident.

The Prime Minister talked
to the injured photo journalist
Mohammad Alam his fam-
fly members. Begum Zia en-
quired about his condition
from the attending physicians.

Begum Zia also went to the
operation theatre to see the
injured rickshawpuller Abdus
Salam

The Prime Minister or-
dered the Health Minister to
ensure proper treatment to
the injured persons. She said
financial assistance would be
given to the family of the photo
journalist Khairul Alam who
was killed in the accident. The
constable's family will get fi-
nancial assistance as per law.

The Prime Minister was in-
formed of the tragedy when
she was in the parliament and

| she rushed to the hospital

immediately after the sitting
Was over.

Home Minister Abdul Ma-
tin Chowdhury, Information
Minister Nazmul Huda, Works
Minister Raliqul Islam Mia
and DUCSU VP Amanullah
Aman, MP were, among otH-

| ers, present in the hospital.
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Parliament between the ruling
and the opposition parties sev-
eral months :

In the four-point accord the
ruling party agreed to try

1 Golam Azam under existing

laws, withdraw the cases
against 24 Nirmul Committee
leaders and “sponsors of peo-
ple's court, take action against
Jamaat for wviolation of the
Constitution and stop harass-
ment ol the commitlee sup-
porters,

Samad Azad said that after
signing the agreement Deputy
Leader of the House placed it
in parliament and was ac-
cepted. But the ruling party
betrayed.

lis apccrh was interrupted
by briefl commotion of the

street lights from Bangla
Motor to Hotel Sonargaon
went off.

A scction of people attend-
ing the rally then started
throwing slones at police,
ansars and BDR men. The
lights, however, came afler a
few minutes.

Samad Azad said that the
killers of 1971 and 1975 were
now united to save their exis-
tence but the people of the
country would not forgive
them and must try them.

"We forced the ruling party
to accept parliamentary
democracy and we once again
will force them to implement
the accord,” Azad said, adding

that “we will ratse the {ssue In
the House tonight.”

Jahanara Imam said that the
Constitution allow formation of
special tribunal to try “war
criminal like Golam Azam” but
as the government in cahoots
with the Jamaat is obstructing
it.

She said that the people
would force the government to
accept people’'s demand and
until the demand was fulfilled
the movement would continue.

She reminded the people
the next course of action in-
cluding a half-day hartal in the
capital on November B.

Among others, Mohammad
Nasim, Sajeda Chowdhury,
Shajahan Siraj, Suranjit
Sengupta, Shamsuddoha,
Abdur Razzak, Hassan Imam,
Kazi Aref Ahmed and Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya (Bir
Bicram) addressed the meet-

ing.

Earlier before the march
started, the committee sup-
porters gathered before the
Engineers Institution and held
brief rally. Jahanara Imam and
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury ad
dressed the rally

The Nirmul Committee
programme coincided with the
march of Jubo Command
which organised a rally in the
Mogbazar arca. The two pro-
grammes caused hours-long
traffic jam in and around the
meeting areas.

- planation” can hardly
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Chowdhury, while defend-
ing the merits of the bill,
turncd back the years and re-
called a speech given by the
Leader of the Opposition in
1986, in which she had re-
portedly said that anvone who
took part in Ershad's election
would be regarded as “traitors
te the nation.”

Within days alterwards, Lhe
minister said, the AL decided
to take part in the polls.

Hasina, looking pretty agi-
tated, demanded the floor
aflter Chowdhury had sat down
to tremendous table-thump-
ings by Treasury benchers,
back and front.

Sheikh Hasina rose on a,
point ol personal explanation,
but, as Speaker Shaikh
Razzaque Ali soon found out, a
political leader's "personal ex-
be di-
vorced from the wider political
context.

The AL president did not,
however, limit herselfl to ex-
plaining how it was the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) which had "betrayed the
nation” by concluding a "secret
entente” with Ershad. She re-
minded the House, to loud cat-
calls and heckling from BNP
backbenchers, that it was she,
on March 26, 1982, who had
first spoken out against the
imposition of martial law two
days carlier.

" "This thing about 1986 is
brought up time and again, and
now | have a few things to say”,
Hasina said, and narrated how
"emissarics from the canton-
ment” went to see BNP chiel
Khaleda Zia early that year and
assurcd her that "sepoys of the
army and the public would re-
spond to-her call, overthrow
Ershad, and put her in power,

expunged. You can't
democracy by by-passing par-

——

the Gallery

without the need for polls.”

"On April 4, Hhall:da Zia
spoke at a public meeting at
the Baitul Mukarram. She
called on the sepoys and peo-
ple to come out into the
streets, and then she went
into hiding for three days.
Neither the sepoys nor the
people responded to her call,
and she stayed in hiding”,
Hasina, looking increasingly
more angry as she narrated,
said. '

At point during Hasina's
speech, Prime Minister Zia
sprang to feet and pressed the
button of her microphone; but
quickly sat down again.

Having finished her stormy,
bitter explanation, Hasina led
AL, CPB, Gonotantri Party and
JSD members out of the .
chamber. Jatiya Party followed
a minute later.

While the non-Jamaat
Opposition were marching out,
Khaleda Zia took the floor
again, this time accompanied
by thunderous cheers from
party faithfuls in the back-
bench. lter response however
was short and inconclusive.

"They don't have the
courage to stay and listen to
my reply, they are fleeing,
walking out. All their com-
ments ‘were untrue, Mr.
Speaker, and all that must be
have

liament”, Zia said and sat

down, without producing an-
other
Treasury

ovation from the
members or Jamaat,
Much later, Badruddoza

Chowdhury again demanded

that Hasina's comments be ex-

punged, and said that Zia
would give a personal explana-

tion later in the presence of

the nppﬂaiHGn

Fighting along Israeli
border escalates

KIRYAT SHMONEH (Israel),
Oct 27: Israel bombed guerilla
bases in east Lebanon and
moved tanks into the south on
Tucsday while rebel rockets
struck this Israeli town. The
violence threatened Israeli-
Arab pcace talks, reports AP.

“We must be ready and de-
ployed to respond in the nec-
essary manner {f Hezbollah
continues in its attempts to at-
tack,” Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin told reporters |In
Jerusalem.

The Katyusha rocket attack
on the northern town of
Kiryat Shmoneh killed a 14-
year-nld hrry and injured five
other people

The latest eycle of Middle

East violence began Sunday,

when the funidamentalist
Shi‘ite Muslim Hezbollah, or

of God, claimed respon-
sibility for exploding a bomb
that killed five Isracli soldiers
and wounded five others in
south Lebanon.

Opposition Israell politi-
cians called for the country to
withdraw peace talks that re-
sumed Monday in Washington

but the Rabin government has
rejected that and President
Bush agreed.

Speaking about the negotia-
tions, Bush said on NBC's
"Today" show, "I would hope
that nothing would come up
that would derail them ... In
my view, they've gone far
enough that no incident -uuH

the talks.”

—

Businessman
stabbed,
robbed

By Staff Correspondent
A businessman was stabbed
and robbed of Taka five lakh at
the western side of Kamlapur
Railway Station in the city

yesterday nnrrln'.
The vict

Kumar,
told the Mﬂy that he
started journey from Jamalpur

by Jamuna Express and
reached Dhaka yesterday. At
the time of getling out of the
station through the western
side, he was waylaid by some
muggers. They stabbed him
and snatched his bag with
Taka 5,00.00 in cash, Railway
police said

A case was [iled.

None was arrested

Kidnapped Ctg
trader yet to
be rescued

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 27: The
businessman of the city's
Boxirhat market who was al-
legedly kid at gunpoint
by a group of armed terrorists
Sunday evening remained
missing even after two

Kotwali policc here said the
victim Sirajul Islam could not
be rescued till writing of this
report at 3 pm. Sirajul Islam,
owner of a jwel shop In
city's Boxirhat market was
kidnapped by miscreants from
Masterpul area of Ghat
Forhadbeg under Kotwali P S
while he was returning home
from his shop Sunday evening,

Sources said the armed
miscreants had intercepted |
the rickshaw carrying Islam

and forced him to get into an

autorickshaw. When members
of the public attempted to res-
cue Islam the miscreants
opecned several rounds of gun
shots injuring a rickshawpuller
and then hurriedly took away
the victim for an unknown
destination.

A case was lodged with
Kotwali PS.

AL call

From Page |1 Col 5

Presidium members Abdus
Samad Azad, Abdul Mannan,
Kamruzzaman, Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Abdul Momen,
Amir Hossain Amu, Abdur
Razzak and party General
Secretary Zillur Rahman were
present at the meeting.

The meeting decided to

hold seminars on alle-
viation, agriculture, 1 '
education, health and politics
in line with the new party

polictes adopted in the last
council.

It also discussed organisa-
tional matters and took various
decisions, party sources said.

Science ministry
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grated with the Education
Ministry during the Ershad
regime.

He said a national science
policy was declared during
Ziaur Rahman's time. During
nine years ol autocratic rule
science and scientists had
been ignored, Ali mentioned.

Other members of the del-
egation were Dr M A Wazed
Mia, Prof Aminul Islam, Dr
Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, Prof
A M Harunur Rashid, Prof S N
Nabi, Harunur Rashid, Jonab
Ali, Dr MA Mannan (BAEC), Dr
M Sujayet Ali, Dr M.
Walfuzzaman, Dr MA Mannan
(PG) and Dr Shamser Ali.

Confined family
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nistryr said that he has been

| living at the 60-B- Azimpur

colony since July 1986. The
flat was allotted to him by BDR
authorities when he was on
deputation to the BDR.

At the end of his tenure, he
was sent back to his former ol-
fice and the BDR authorities
asked Bashir to vacate the flat.
But, Bashir claimed, he was
reallotted the same ﬂ::’l‘:;y the
Directorate of Accom ation
of the rnment for which
he has necessary papers.

Even then the BDR authori-
ties insisted on his vacating
the flat and put pressure on
him, he allcged He said that
previously some BDR person-
nel locked the flat keeping his
family members inside on
September 22. They took
similar action n on Sun-

added that he

telephone, but no case was
registered.

Meanwhile, concerned au-
thorities of BDR, when asked
about the incident said that
the building, where Bashir
Hossain is occupying a flat, be-

to vacate it. But he -l;' not
cooperating with BDR, au-
thorities said.

The authorities said that
they were not aware of the

confinement eof Bashir
Hossain's family in the flat.

‘line group ecalling for his

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1992

Security Council has discussed the imposition of a state of
emergency at s latest meeting, but ne decision could be
taken because of differences of opinions, reports PTI.

Israelis, Palestinians take
up human rights issue

WASHINGTON. Oct 27 lsracli and Palestinian peace

tialors took up the issue of human rights in the owup&ad ter-

ritories while at home Isracl's military pounded guerilla tar-
gets in retaliatory strikes inside Lebanon, Despite the flareup,
Isracl and Lebanese delegations showed up at the State
Department to negotiate. "We're here, aren’t we?” saild

Souheil Chammas, the Lebanese ambassador to Washington,
reporis AP,

Yeltsin to ban  Thakurgaon, Bogra
IO come

new hardline
group

MOSCOW, Oct 27: President
Boris Yeltsin, growing intoler-

ant of criticism, said
he would outlaw a new hard-

ouster, reports AP,

It is the second time Yeltsin
has banned a political group.
Last year, he dissolved the
Communist Party.

Alexander Prekhanov, a
leader of the National Salva-
tion Front, dismissed Yeltsin's
action as “political gangste-
rism, lunacy and idiocy.”

Petra Kelly
buried

WUERZBURG (Germany),
Oct 27: German Greens
founder Petra Kelly, found shot
dead in mysterious ctreum-
stances last week, was buried

Replying to su
tarfes from Rawshan Al “-r
Jtllnrﬂ and Abdus Shahid
(AL-Moulvibazar), the state
minister salid the Biman au-
thorities were

introduction of STOL service

sajid Biman's income and ex-
penditure in 1901-92 fiscal

year were Taka 737.66 crore’

on Monday to the grave of her
half-sister in the southern ::EII::? 704 .82 crore re-
;Wﬂ of Wuerzburg, reports
uter. Replying to a question from
Kelly, 44, was killed by her Kazi Abdur Rashid (AL-

partner and former army
Major General Gert Bastian,
69, who then shot himself, in-
vestigators are still unsure
whether Kelly had agreed to
the shooting,

ATAB
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sion they ﬂ.l'nl.‘d from the air-
lincs.

State Minister for Civil Avi-
ation Abdul, Mannan, Secretary
Habibur Rahman, Managing
Director of Bangladesh Biman

Gopalganj), Mannan said Biman
had earned Taka 127.56 crore

out of the targeted Taka
140.43 .crore till October 31

during the current fiscal year
by carrying passengers and
cargo.

He said Biman's expendi-
ture during the period was
Taka 126.48 crore.

Shantibahini
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ﬁhiulﬁjn:-d..ﬁmhun, Nk s = e
Chairman of National Board of : R -kmlﬂ-
Revenue Mashiur Rahman and W,. returned )
ATAD president Dr. H B M ﬂr::h‘;:“ peace message’.
Igbal were present in the Phrha“}" Chat ks
e " Sanghait Samity, the mother

Tuesday's long-waited mee-
ting which continued for about
two and a half hour from 11-30
am, was brokered by Law
Minister Mirza Golam Haliz,
airlines sources said.

AJM clash
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around the AJM areas.

According to witnesscs, the
trouble started at gate No one
of the mills at 10 am when
about 15 hand-made bombs
were exploded  allegedly by
the BNP backed Khair Group
and Awami League backed
Rehan Group.

A few hours later the two
groups started throwing cock-
tails at each other at the main
gate, check post and the new
colony areas of the AJM,

organisation of Shantibahini
has given its ‘final consent’ to
the talks as per the date fixed
by the government, the
sources said adding the mes-
sage was communicated to the
high command of the govern-
ment

Earlier, lhu set
October 21 as the date for
holding the dialogue between
the Parliamentary Committee
headed by the Communications
Minister Col. (rtd) ON Ahmed
and the Shantibahini after con-
sulting the "liaison committee”
led by Hanshadoz Chakma. But
the talks could not be held on
that date as Shantibahini
placed fresh conditions for
withdrawal of 13 [rontier

];tt venue of the dialogue,

the first of its kind under a

spreading panic among the democratic govt in a bid to re-
residents. solve the 18-year old CHT fis-
A large number of bombs sue, would be the
were also exploded at the Khagrachhari Circuit House,
Kadamtali Bridge, Moonlight the sources added,
Cinema Hall and S O Road ar- Officials said that the dia-
cas outside the mills. logue with the
The wurk:rn who were team would be attended by a
claimed to be injured are, five-member Shantibahini

Kalu, Alamgir and Sakhawat. team to be led, for the first

Tension was prevailing in time, by the president of
the area till filing of this re- PCJSS, JB Larma alias Shanto
port. Larma.

PM: Heart hospita]

Healthy Heart Beat ---Healthy -
Life.

Professor Badruddoza Cho-
wdhury pleaded for more
attention to preventive mea-
sures instead of curative steps.
He described worms as a ma-
jor health problem among
children.

Health Mintster Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf assured co-
operation of the government to
private investment in health
sector to achieve the goal of
health for all by the year 2000.
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Deputy Leader of the House
Professor Badruddoza Chow-
dhury, Health Minister Chow-
dhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Social
Welfare Mintster Tariqul Islam,
Brigadter Professor A Malek,
Director General of the
Foundation.

Begum Zia said the objec-
tive of the government was (o
create facilities for treatment
of all disecases Including heart
allments. She said health sec-
tor had been identified as a

priority area as the govern-
ment believed in human re- The government has allot-
source development. ted a plot of 27 kathas of land

for the 300-bed hos-
pital which will offer free

The Prime Minister said
the government encourages
private investment also in
health sector as in other areas.

She was to learn that
the National Heart Foundation

has branches outside the capi-
tal city. She had words of
praise for the sponsors of the
foundation for organising sc-
minar and symposia in creat-
ing awareness about the dis-
ease.

The establishment of the
foundation was also described

as a significant occasion in
| view of the WHO's theme of

the trust 'pm:nll:d
of Taka live lakh to
Minister as donation te the

hospital.



