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Confrontation over
Hong Kong

A combination of suspicion, rigidity and arro-
gance has turmed the mood in Beifing towards the
administration in Hong Kong into one of con-
frontation, thus putting the Sino-British under-
standing over the future of the colony under se-
vere strain. The three-day visit of the Hong Kong
Governor, Chris Patten to the Chinese capital,
which ended over the weekend, has been a fail-
ure, without even a polite routine statement un-
derp the differences between the two sides.

The stem from the statement by
Patten, made just on the eve of his China visit be-
fore the Legislative Council, proposing a
set of changes in Hong Kong's administrative
structure. These changes form part of the terri-
tory's democratisation process, which Britain
would like to put into effect before Hong Kong
reverts to China in July, 1997.

While most experts in the colony argue that
the changes proposed by the Governor, mostly
relating to the number of elected representatives
at dilferent levels of the territory's administra-
tion. are nothing dramatic, Beijing has made it
clear that Patten's proposals go against a 1984
Sino-British ent on how the colony would
be governed by Beijing after 1997. This agree-
ment provides the assurance that there would be
something of a status quo in Hong Kong's admin-
istrative and economic life for as long as 50 years
after 1997.

This assurance is something of a trump card in

ing’'s hand. In challenging the proposal made

by the Governor, a British politician who enjoys

confidence of Prime Minister John Major, Beljing

has threatened to run the territory’'s administra-
tion as it likes after 1997,

nt. Then, there is

the British proposal to build a new multi-billion
dollar airport at one of the off-shore islands of
Hong Kong for the colony, to be completed after
July 1997, on which the approval of Beijing is

be# awaited. China has now warned that it
might refu

se to go along with airport proposal.

On the face of it, China's opposition to Patten's
proposals only raises the level of distrust that al-
ready exists between the western-educated pro-
democracy forces in Hong Kong and the Chinese
leaders. On the other hand, it seems that any
unilateral move towards political reforms by the
present administration in the colony immediately
makes Beljing wonder what the Governor may do
next to placate a section of people among Hong
Kong's 5.8 million residents. In this sense, it is
the process, rather than the specific proposals of
Patten, that causes concern to Beijing. Again, as
we have seen in many instances in the past, when
China reacts unfavourably to a situation or a pro-
pesal, it can take a particularly hard line, often
harder than necessaty or expected.

There are no reasons to assume that when
tempers orboth sides have subsided; some kind
of a compromise will not emerge. But it should
th;cm sooner rather than later. After all, while

economy in H Kong remains strong, the
conflidence of lnv;?nra in the colony's future,
especially alter 1997, is sensitive. Once this con-
fidence suffers a jolt, in the form of a fall in the
stock exchange or a sudden sharp decline in the
properly market, it takes time, often a long time,
for the return of the "business as usual” situation.
Again, with the return of the colony to China less
than five years away, there is hardly much time to
be lost in sorting out diflerences between London
and Beijing. We must also face the fact that a ma-
jor dislocation in the colony's economic and fiscal
life, can produce adverse affect throughout Asia,
from East Asia to this rcglnn. Hence, it is in the
interest of all concerned that no one in Hong
Kong or in Beijing rocks the boat.

Heart Hospital with a
Difference

With the sett up of the National Heart
Foundation of desh, the country’s first non-
me heart hospital, a long-felt demand has been
ulfilled. Initially a 26-bed hospital, it is expected
to develop into a 300-bed one with assistance
from the government and private donation to
cater to the rich and the poor, both of which are
prone to the disease. The fact that the rich pa-
tients will have to pay for the treatment and the
poor will receive the same without chal}'ge is go-
ing to make the hospital quite special. If the pro-
gumme succeeds, it will definitely remain in-

bted to the renowned heart specialists who are
ready to volunteer their services at the hospital.

As the number three killer disease, canﬁovas-
;:;l;r.n,uhnhmt Pm:‘adbem.wmgrewer. shwmi a

u | ence. With an abnorrqally igh
mortality rate, heart diseases also account for a
" huge medical bill-at f hospitals. If the ser-

vice here is comparable with that of the foreign

, there is no reason why the patients will
- not make the most of the local factlity. The coun-
try, in the process, is obviously oing to save a
substantial amount in foreign exchange. That the
donation of a businessman, who died of cardio-
vascular disecase, has been responsible for financ-

the initial 26 beds s most {lluminating. Heart
patients with money to spare can surely fi his
example and make the programme successful at
the earliest '

The other point that deserves special mention
is the collaborative role pl by both the gov-
emment and the private donors in addressing
the problems in the area of health. This idea can
be borrowed for implementation in other areas of
health as well. The National Heart Foundation will
be remembered for showing the way. All this will.

however, depend on the successfu implementa-
‘tion of the pl:%ramme the foundation has em-
barked upon. The fact that there is an attempt to
strike a between charity and service on
payment is indeed its plus point. But then it also
Lumﬂw&ﬁkﬂﬁtlnglﬁu trouble on account of
mmtn% is ensured only a making
any service at somehow costly. ;
nmﬂwmuwtohhlduntngenfﬂ:cﬁ'ecum.
ialists who have volunteered to

serve without salary will not be n]wag-u there, oth-
ers will have to take over. A durable system is

w_‘.lutlhouldbcma'dcr.

orchestrated effort, paid for
Citizens for a Free Kuwait, a
front for Kuwait's ruling family,
was the October 1990 appear-
ance before a congressional
committee of a young woman
identified only as ' Nayirah'.
Naytirah's tearful testimony
described how Iraqi soldiers
had thrown newborn babies
out of their incubators in a
Kuwaiti hospital and cruelly
left them to die. President
Bush cited the incident as
proof of the war's necessity.
Later, a flurry of stories

(starting with an op-ed picce
I engaged in a whirlwind
of international diplo-

. still hoping and pushi
ﬂ accept as a ful

member of the European
Community (EC), without
much success.

In June, the Lisbon com-
munique of EC leaders spoke
of the need to start member-
ship talks with the Scan-
dinavian and Alpine countries,
but did not mention Turkey's
application.

And the recent summit of
the Conference for Security
and Co-operation in Europe in
Helsinki, created a new com-
missioner for minorities to in-
vestigate Turkey's behaviour
towards its Kurdish minority of
the European Commission,
who [irst shocked the Turks a
few years ago by declaring that,
in his view, Turkey had no
place in the EC.

He said that the EC was "a
Christian community,” and that

URKEY'S leaders are

the admission of a Muslim

state, particularly one as large
as Turkey, would change its
character and affect progress
towards greater internal cohe-
sion.

Though embarrassing to
some member stales that had
close relations with the lead-
ers of Turkey, through such
organisations as NATO and the
Council of Europe, Delors’ dec-
laration drew many sighs of re-
ltef thfoughout the Community.

Turkey's population of 55
million is increasing rapidly. It
is expected to approach 150
million by the mid-21st
Century. If admitted, it would
soon become the Community's

most populous state.
Opponents of Turkish
membership express concern

about the future of Europe if
such a state fell to the sway of
Islamic fundamentalists during
some future emotional crisis.
Their fears are not completely
unfounded.

Says Turkish writer Niloufar
Kuysas in London: "Wherever I
look friends are going into
purdah (the veil), It's very wor-

The spirit of VAT

Sir, VAT or value added tax
is said to be a modern concept
of taxation and ly 'scien-
tific’. Also it was recently
announced that tax realization
increased because of the in-
troduction of this system. But
is it giving an added opportu-
nity to the shop-keepers to
multiply their profit?

. An advertisement in a
Bengali paper inserted by a
sweet-meat shop announces
15 per cent increase of the
price due to the imposition of
VAT! But we are given to un-
derstand that the tax is only on
value addition i.e, excluding
the cost of raw material or in-
gredients which the shop pro-
cures from third party. | think
the relevant authority has
something to investigate here
il they do not want to create a
resentment against Lhis tax in
the public mind.

M A Hag
Green Road, Dhaka

Women's university

Sir, Once Central Women's
Colle was eslablished in
1956 by some very well-known
educationfsts and teachers
who gave voluntary services for
quite a number of years to
build it up fol the exam-
ple, already set up by Delhi's
Jamia Milliah. In course of
time this college has become
an {mportant centre for
women's qualitattve higher ed-
ucation. The college has its
special programmes to im-
prove the students' various
habits, conduct besides follow-
ing the usual syllabuses. In the
last 36 of its existence
the college Has set up a very
high standard of academic
discipline.

We are well aware of the
multifarious problems the uni-
versities have been facing for

to the US and, ltke

her father, a member of the

country's ruling family. More

zﬂ:rm:-il it s now clear
-publicised s

of baby-killing Iraqis wm

fabrication. The atroc-
ity, which rece tremen-
dous y world-wide and

simply never happened.

Nayirah's appearance was
'l-'ﬁ'l arranged by the experts
at and Knowlton, who also
made sure a video tape of her
testimony was widely dis-
tributed. After carefully moni
toring the reactions of 'focus
groups to various horror sto-
ries, the PR firm apparently
concluded that the incubator
story would be most effective
in arousing the emotions of the
US public. They coached
Nayirah and other purpartedly
credible ‘cyewitnesses' to Iraqt
atrocities, and made sure
their accounts reached every
possible media outlet.

Hill and Knowlton has de-
nied any wrongdoing. in May
they even brought suil in a
German court demanding a re
traction from Monitor, a na
tional public affairs television

A West-weary T

Turkey’s application to join the European Community continues to
growing economy in Europe, Turkey is poised for great strides.

states of the Caucasus
Neither scheme is likely

rying.”
Several years ago,
Turkish government

the
even

passed legislation to make the
wearing of the veil illegal for

18 to the government.

programme which reported
the scandal. The court, gen-
erally not seen as liberal on is-
sues of press freedom, did not
grant the PR firm the retrac-
tion it wanted.

There is no doubt that the
Iragi regime has committed
atrocities against fts own peo-

le and others, including

uwaitis. “It's curious, though,
how little interest the US me-
dia took in that regime's
crimes until the White House
officlally redesignated its erst-
while ally Saddam Hussein as
‘the Butcher of Baghdad', and
how little sustained coverage
and debate the Hill and
Knowliton scandal has evoked.

POPULATION CONTROL: In
another Middle East-related
case which didn't get much
coverage, the US Census
Bureau tried in march to fire a
young demographer who em-
barrassed the Bush adminis-
tration with her calculations of
Iraq! deaths during the US-led
war against Iraq. For obvious
reasons, the administration

Turkish membership would
also mean the free movement
of labour in a continent alre
facing social problems from
large-scale emigration.

| Turkey

AREA 779,450 sg km LITERACY RATE T4 %
POPULATION: 55 milion LIFE EXPECTANCY T3 years
GNF PER CAPITA: $1370 CURRENCY Turkish Lira
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undversity students — such was
the fashion among the young to
show Lheir opposition to the
country's secular constitution.

Economic arguments are
also used to oppose Turkey's
application. Though it has, at
preserit, the fastest-growing
economy among the 24 Wes-
tern states of the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and
Development [OECD), it is one
ol the poorest countries in
Europe.

EC membership would
mcan a heavy drain on
Community resources for many
years il the standard of living
in Turkey were to be raised to
an acceptable level.

il

Around 400,000 asylum
seekers want to seitle in
Germany alone each year.
German Interfor Minister
Rudolf Seiters calls emigration
"the most urgent political
problem facing Germans."

The EC is therefore ex-
pected to stick to its position
on Turkey's application: that
disputes with Greece over
Cyprus and mineral rights in
the Aegean Sea, and its human
rights record, es ly in its
large Kurdish region along the
borders of Syria, Iraq and Iran,
are obstacles that must first be
removed before serious discus-
sion could begin.
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quite some time. Many stu-
dents in the universities and
colleges under these universi-
tics have already aligned them-
selves with the country's polit-
ical parties and indulging in
violent activities ending in
even loss of lives. Under the
circumstances, the girls’ secu-
rity and other involvements
have become very much frus-
trating for the whole socicty.
Innumerable guardians and

rls who could not go for

igher education approached
the college authority to think
about them when the entire
educational atmosphere has al-
ready become vicious.

The college authority felt
the nced for a Women's
University in order to keep
these young women out of this
atmosphere as far as possible
and decided to start a
Women's University com-
pletely free from official con-
trol and outside the jurtsdic-
tion of the University of Dhaka,
already fallen in the hands of
politically oriented students
and people. The college ap-
plied to the Ministry of
Education to allow it to estab-
lish this university having its
own system in the lines of
some fﬁn:ig,n universities. The
university has been rightly
named "Central Women's
University, Dhaka” (Pvt).
Preparations are there to
house the university in the col-
lege buildings by keeping the
existing college as its nucleus.

This university will confer
its own Master's Degrees and
run under its own administra-
tive set-up created by a 'Board
of Trustees' without govern-
ment's liability. The curricula
have been prepared by the
distinguished scholars of the

- country by updating the pre-

sent curricula and made it,
whére possible, biased to suit
the needs of women's educa-

tion when we are aware of the

intellectual gap in the country,
already set in.

Many well-reputed scholars
have already offered their ser-
vices to serve the university on
a token honorarfum, gratefully
accepted by the governing
body of the college. This bold
venture will 'be a great pride
for our government and the
people as well. There is a
University Information Centre
at the college premises which
remains open from Sunday to
Wednesday between 10:00 am
and 12:00 noon.. |
- This would be the third
women's university in Asia
(lirst being in Tokyo, Japan
and the second in Poona, India
now known as SNDT Women's
University which was previ-
ously known as Dr Karvey's
Women's University).
Principal
Central - Women's
Dhala

College,

Housey

Sir, Housey, a sort of gam-
bling, arranged by a club, has
been going on for a long time
on Munsi Mcherullah Sarak, in
the heart of Sirajganj town,
virtually causing moral degra-
dation of the young people.

The school and college going

students, allegedly, are picking
pockets of their guardians, to
take part in the housey being
held from dusk to midnight
disrupting the pecace of the lo-
cality: the club has virtually
turned itsell into a gambling
centre though publicizing that
it arranges so for the benefit of
some organisations, which are
rather fictitious. Besides, the
youths of the town are being
addicted to other forms of
gambling by this influence.
The authorities concerned
are requested to take neces-
sary steps in the greater inter-
est of the society.
Kamvrul Islam

Sirajgany

( OPINION

M
The writer relates a few incidents which
prove how subservient the US news

industry

has refused to talk about Iragi
casualties and has tried to pre-
venl any public discussion of
the question. So Beth Osborne
Daponte’'s bosses were not
pleased when she told a re-
porter that by her estimates,
13,000 Iraqi civillans and
40,000 Iraqi soldiers were
killed in the war.

In addition, she figured
that some 70,000 ecivilans
died as a result of the bombi
campaign's destruction o
Iragi's water and electrical sys-
tems and another 38,000 were
killed by government forces
during the post-war uprising
against the Ba'thi regime. Of
this 158,000 total dead, some
32,000, or 20%, were chil-
dren.

In an effort at damage con-
trol, the Bureau later came up
with another estimate of
wartime civilian casualties,
putting the number at ‘only’
5,000. The Bureau also sought
lo punish Daponte, and to
warn other employees, by
lerminaling her. The Bureau

Painful though it is, the
Lisbon declaration does not
come as a surprise to most
Turks. Two years ago, an offi-
cial in the foreign ministry in
Ankara told reporters that the
government "had better look
casl, rather than west” for the
time being,

It became clear that by
"looking east,” the official
meant "looking north” to the
former republics of the Soviet
Union, which were beginning
to anticipate inde mce.

Since then, Turkey has
wooed the newly independent
states ol Central Asfa and
Eastern Europe with the
vigour of an adolescent lover.

It has provided credit to
the value of $1.2 billion for the
Muslim states of the Caucasus
and Central Asia, and it has ar-
ranged for the satellite trans-
mission of its television pro-

rammes to the region in the
ope of enticing the popula-
tions there te look towards
Ankara rather than Tehran.

At the same time, it has
persuaded Russia and nine
other states in the Balkan re-
glon to join Turkey in found-
ing, on June 25 in lstanbul,
the Black Sea Economic Co-
operation Organisation,

Neither new scheme, how-
ever, holds much hope of be-
coming a substitute for the

to go

Antonio television news re-
porter had been fired for being
‘a little too persistent’ in his
ﬁurltinntn; of President Bush
uring a two-day ‘drug sum-
mit’ with Latin American lead-
ers. [t was obvious to all that
this meeting was a PR event
designed mainly to improve
President Bush's prospects for
re-election.
No onc scems to have told

— Third World Network
Features/ Middie East Report
Al Miskin wrote the abouve
article for Middle East Report,

Brian Karcm of NBC affiliate from which it s reprinted

KMOL-TV that he was sup-

urkey Looks to the East

by Hazhir Teimourian

be stalled by the West. But with the fastest-
It has provided $1.2 bn
and Central Asia and founded the Black Sea Economic Co-operation Organisation.
to be a substitute for the EC.

credit for the Muslim

rich club of the EC. In the
words of a diplomat at the
Turkish embassy in Tehran,
the new Muslim states are
‘completely unpredictable,”
needing huge amounts of
moncy without being able to
offer stability to foreign in-
vestors. As for the Black Sea
Organisation, it was not even
able to set up a small office as
its permanent secretariat,

In any case, if it ever took
real shape, it would be domi-
nated by the giant figure of
Russia, turning Turkey into a
mere vassal. "The truth is.
says a Turkish diplomat, "we
are not really getting any-
where, Europe clearly does not
want us, the Russian and the
others to the north of us are frr
no shape to become a substi-
tute for the EC in the near fu-
ture and Central Asfa is hound
through political
upheaval for many years." =

That leaves Turkey's Mus-
im neighbours to the east and
south. Iran, Iragq (under a
future regime) Syria and
Lebanon, along with such other
statcs as Armenia, Georgia,
Azerbatjan, Israel and a future
Palestinian state, would consti-

tute a large economic bloc
with considcrable energy re-
sources.
Turkish leaders say they are
already hard at work “ex-

with permission

panding ties” with these
countries. Yet, there is suspi-
cion that the ruling establish-
ment fn Turkey has a psycho-
logical problem in its

with such neighbours as
Iranians and the Arabs: any

formal union with them might
portray Turkey as part of Asia,
rather than Europe.

The problem s serious and
ale from Kemal Ataturk,
the nder of modern )
who went to the length of ban-
ning Turkish music in a vain
atlempt to turn his countryfolk
into Europeans.

in time, the problem might
be overcome. Many young
Turks are turning from Eu
— due in part, no doubt, to t
treatment of Turkish workers
in Germany and elsewhere —
and realisation is growing that
in such a unfon Tu . with
its relatively adwv tech-
nology and communication or-
ganisation, would be a clear
Il:lldcr.

There could be another
bonus in such a union: due to
the diminishing importance of
internal frontiers, the 20 mil-
lion Kurds of Tu , lram,
Iraq and Syria would that
iron borders.

At present, the dental of
their separate cultural and
.ethnic rights is # )
pushing them towanda greier.
armed resistance. The violence
has already caused more than
4,000 deaths in Turkish

Kurdistan alone since 1984.

A limited amount of self-
rule t bring peace to that
region could be the heart-
land of a future Economic
Community of the Middle East.

— GEMINI NEWS
Copyright: News-Scan Inter-
national Ltd (1992)

Of late we have been talking
about refinancing of sick in-
dustrics. There are thousands
of sick industries in different
scctors. Very often we single
oul shortage of capital as main
rcason for industries becoming
sick. But actually the shortage
of capital is not the only one,
but there are many other rea-
sons for this. First of all we
must identify our en-
trepreneurs. Who are they and
what is their background?
Many ol our entrepreneurs in
the hope of profit come to set
up industry without assessing
the marketability of the prod-
ucts. Many of them set up the
industries on hearsay basis,
The [irst go to the consulting
firm and buy a project profile
and apply for loan. Many of the
enlrepreneurs arrange to get
the loan by using outside influ-
ence withput allowing any time
to the lending houses to go
deep into the matter. The en-
trepreneurs at the initial stage
hold out assurance to give a
good amount of equity at the
time of scrutiny of loan but at
the time of availing of the loan
they fail to give the exact
amount of equity and resort to
showing inllated rate of prop-
erties. Thus for want of actual
amount of participation, the
industries become sick at the
budding stage. These are the
main reasons of irdustries be-
coming sick.

First of all, we need to de-
termine the demand of the

roducts that will be mar-

ted. Here in Bangladesh, the
calculation of actual mar-
ketability is not hundred per-
ocnt correct. Many of the en-
trepreneurs determine the
demand on basis re-
sulting in marketing problems
which ultimately block the
earning of the project. The
markctability of the products
is the prime factor to be con-
sidered before going to set up
a new industry or to rehabili-
tate a sick industry.

Secondly, entrepreneurship
should be developed in such a

that the project does not

md to bad management. Lastly, lack of adequate
Eﬂt is a modern idea. ing capital is also one of the

Sick Industry

The man behind the machine
should look into the costing
aspect, availability of raw mate-
rials, related capacity of the

‘project tarifl, transportability

of the products and raw mate-
rials. The marketability of
products may go down due to
change of consumer behaviour,
change of quality of the prod-
ucts and also change ol tech-
nology. The entrepreneur
should be very much farsighted
and should calculate each and
every thing before establishing
a new or rehabilitating a sick
industry. The entreprencur
should evaluate the overhecad
expenditure, rate of interest,
elcctricity, taxes, tariffs duties
feecs and profitability of the
products. One must see that
the raw materials are con-
stantly available and products
can face competition; that the
people who are working have
got suflicient skill. The factory
should run with rated capacity.
If an entrepreneur fails to look
into these, it will not be of any
use to pour more money into a
sick industry.

The overhead expenditure
of the industry will go up if it
cannot produce the expected
quantity. The outdated ma-
chinery and power from own
generating units may increase
the cost of products resulting
in loss in the long run. So, the
management has to look into
the operational aspect of the
machinery too. But many of our
men in the management are
not expert in this line and as a
result the project becomes
sick. Labour problem also con-
siderably hampers our indus-
try. Here in Bangladesh labour
are not engaged on merit, ex-
perience or skill sometimes
just friends and relatives are
taken in. These people, for
want of actual experience,
cannot do a good job. Again
many an industry has got sur-
plus labour force. Many labour-
ers remain busy with trade
union activities during duty
hours. Thus the overhead ex-
penditure goes on rising re-
sulting in loss in the Hﬂm

major factors which makes an
industry sick.

Sometimes entrepreneurs
make the project profile either
over-inflated or too tight. Such
entreprencurs resort to make
some cash out of the given in-
flated price of machinery, |
building et¢. Those who come
with preconceived idea of
making money out of the loan |
amount, face difficulties to set
up the industry. Many of them
prefer to have luxurious office, |
furniture, costly cars by divert-
ing the fund, making the in-
dustries fund short at the very
initial stage. Again due to dclqyl
in processing the loan cases
the priee of the machinery and
other nm'ﬂt::ah goes up mak-
ing the industry sick. Delay in

ng inter-ministerial deci-
sion also makes the project
cost appreciative,

It is not correct that the
industries become sick for
want of working capital only.
This may be one of the many
reasons. Belore pouring more
money into sick industries; we
should make correct assess-
ment. These industries are al-
ready overburdened with huge
liabilities, il more money is
given therein the total cost of
the fund of the project will go
up like anything. And if the
project fails to produce prof-
itable amount of ihcome, the
project will again be sick.
Those which have got the |
scope of the burden of
further lability and are viable,
only such sick industries
should be given a chance

sirictly on close supervision
basts. -
By now technologies have
changed. The behaviour and
character of consumerp have
new industry with new d'l
will create new opportunity
employment and products.
The of sick indus-
tries, however, should be on
sclective Basis. Because
amount of loan has
been locked up there. .

Mahbubul Haque Chowd-
hury
Dy General

Office,




