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Beijing

deports

democracy activist

United States and China.
Seventy-four US senators, In-
chuding vice presidential can-
didate AL Gore, had sent a
letter to Chinese Premier Li

fate of the other two, E;
Dalang and Qian Liyun, wt
were arrested with Sg:cn Both
are Deijing residents.

Shen, 24, was the [first
prominent participant in the
1989 Tianmen Square democ-
racy movement to return from

exile, following Chinese gov-

ernment assurances that he

would not be presecuted.
Authorities apparently did

nol have any outstanding war-

rants for his arrest, as do
for several eother studemt
protesiers.

However, afler entering

China in early August he began
making contacts with under-
ground dissidents and prepar-
ing to establish a branch of is
US-based human ts group,
the Democracy or China
Fund.

He was arrested September
| hours before he was sched-
uled to give a news conference
to foreign journalists announc-
ing the branch. He planned to
try to register the group offi-
ctally with the Chinese gov-
emment, as required by law.

Shen, then a Beijing
University student, was a
leader in the carly stages ol
the 1989 protests. He to
the United States shortly after
the Chinese army opened fire
on the demonstrators. From
exile, he frequently spoke out
against Chinese human rights
abuscs.
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Yeltsin relieves health minister:

Russian Health Minister A Vorobyov, who reportedly suffered
a heart attack, has been relieved of his functions on the
orders of President Boris Yeltsin, [tar-Tass said Friday,

reports AFP from Moscow.

The agency quoted thel President's press office.

Vo
during discussion of his

collapsed at a cabinet meeting on Thursday

s for new health service

funds and the introduction of obligatory medical insurance.
The government had just decided to review the proposals.

Woman held with heroin in Bo ta.,‘;

'oliee have detained a woman who had

heroin :ur;lcnlly i

cight plastic

mplanted in her buttocks. The woman

reporiedly said she did not know she was carrying the drug,

Al' ways from

'olice said Denis Aguilar was en route to Miami, Florida,

o Friday when she was stopped

in the airport and ordered to

have her ‘disproportionately large' buttocks x-rayed.

e bags were su

rgically removed at Bo

ta's San Juan de

!hos hospital and 730 grams (25 ounces) of heroin was found.
Itogota’'s television News at Seven said Aguilar denied
knowing that she was carrying heroin.

Drug smu

gglers, known as mules, often swallow plastic
bags [ull of cocaine or heroin. But the

bags frequently break,

unicashing the drug into the bloodstream and killing the

carricr.

Major arrives in Cairo: srush prime

Minister John Majo

r arrived Friday to take

part in lestivities

marking 50 years since the Battle of El Alamein, a turning
point of World War Il, AP reports from Caifro. :
He is scheduled to meet President Hosni Mubarak on

Salurday

on the need to achieve stability in the Middle East

and halt the flow of Western arms into the region.

Major did not talk to reporters at Cairo

airport.

During his visit, Major will tour the Egyptian Antiquities
Muscum in Cairo and meet El Alamein veterans al a reception
in the Mediterranean city of Alexandria.

Quake hits Papua New Guinea:
powerful earthquake hit the western Pacific Ocean, northeast
of Papua New Guinea on Friday, the US geological survey said,

AFP reports from Washington.

No casualties, or damage were immediately reported, the

agency said.
The quake had a magn

itude of E.?Inn the Richter scale and

struck at 11:05 pm (1105 GMT), earthquakes scientists in

Golden, Colorado said.
The

epicentre was located in a highly seismic area about

750 kilometres (470 miles) northeast of Port Moresby, the
capital on Papua New Guinea, in the new Britai {sland region,

the agency said.

in Buda s A

UFO confce bew pest:
World Conference on Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO)

opened in Bangladesh Friday

be “tmmense
carth, AFP

with a warning that there would

panic” if UFOs were suddenly to appear on
from Budapest.

sts due to speak at the four-day conference include

world-famous UFO-logist Erich Von Daeniken, author of
‘Chariot of the Gods,” and Frenchman Jean-Plerre Petit.

They will address scientists and UFO-researchers from "all

corners of the world™, H

-born UFO-logist Colman S

Von Keviczky, honorary president of the meeting, said.
Keviczky said that the problem of UFOs had to be handled

“according to its weight, because there would be immense

panic {f UFOs appeared on earth, say, tomorrow.”
US welcomes naming of Hariri as PM:

The State Department Friday

the naming of Ralfik

Hariri as Prime Minister of Lebanon, AFP reports from

Washington.
State

nt spokesman Richard Boucher said that in

the view of the United States “the economic reconstruction of
Lebanon and national reconciliation are the top priorities for

the new

*The
institution of the central
role in

in Lebanon.”
banese armed forces constitute an im

portant
t, and they have a key

stability as the Lebanese people assume

o
greater control of their own aflairs,” Boucher said.

Taiwan's last
political
prisoner freed

TAIPEI, Oct 24: Taiwan's
last political prisoner awaiting
trial on sedition charges for
advocating the island's inde-
pendence was released on bail
Saturday for medical treat-
menl, reports AP.

George Chang, 56, who re-
poriedly has high blood pres-
sure and has suffered several
minor sirokes, was greeted by
mbout 200 supporters as he left
the Taiwan High Court where
Judge You Feng-Yen rcleased
him on 300,000 Taiwan dol-
lars (US dirs 12,000) bail to
receive ical treatment.

"8 fight for Taiwan's in-
dependence tll the day we
eslablish the Republic of
Taiwan here,” Chang later told

appcals [rom Chang's altorneys
for his release, but reversed its
decision after physicians said !
he needs medical treatment.

International
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Siddhartha new envoy to Washington

US, India moving closer

NEW DELHI, Oct 24: If
there is any doubt about which
way India’s foreign policy is
headed, consider a rally in
Calcutta for replacing a statue
of Lenin with Lincoln, reports
AP,

Siddhartha- Shankar Ray,
who led the demonstration last
year, is going to Washington
this month as India's new am-
bassador, although he has
never seen the United States.

Alter years of ignoring each
other, the two countries are
moving closer in trade and
other relations, and are even
beginning military cooperation.

' The growing importance ol
India in the American scheme
of the world could be read in
the State tment's choice
of its senjor career diplomat,
Thomas Pickering, as envoy to
New Delhi. He arrived in
August.

Pickering, 60, and Ray
could hardly be less alike.

Ray, 72, a lawyer trained in
London, is a political ap-

| pointee. A veleran of the gov-

erning Congress Party, he was

close to the late Prime
nisters Indira Gandhi and

v, her son.

He also 1s a former
executive of the West
state government and a former
federal mintster.

From 19886 to 1989, he was
the appointed gover-
nor of Punjab, the northern
state where Sikh militants are
fighting a brutal war for inde-
pendence from India.

His unsuccessful effort to
erect a tribute to President
Abraham Lincoln came in his
role as opposition leader in
West Ben state, where the
commmunist party governs.

Counter balancing Ray's
diplomatic inexperience is his
inside track to Prime Minister
P.V Narasimha Rao, a signal to
Washington that policy will
come [rom the top, not from
bureaucrats. To bolster his
standing, Ray has been given
the rank of Cabinet Minister.

Pickering was the U.S am-
bassador to the United Nations

chiel

who guided tough anti-lraq

resolutions through the
Security Council during the
Gull crists. He was re to

have angered superfors, how-
ever, by claiming too much
credit for U.S policy sucecesses.
Previously, he served as
ambassador to Israel, Jordan,
Nigeria and El Salvador.
India was of lit
to Washington in past, but

that is changing.
Alter decades of advocating
Third World no nt,

nalignment, re-
lying heavily on political and
miilitary support from Moscow,
India was set adriflt by the
Soviet Uniton's collapse.

Now, it is making a cau-
tious transition from a
planned, isolationist economy
tp a free-market programme
fashioned with loans and ad-
vice from the World' Bank and
International Monetary Fund.

Because it looks to U.S-
based multinationals for in-
vestment, the corn flakes, soap
powders and soft drinks famil-
lar to Americans are appearing
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BEIJING: Visiting Japanese Emperor Akihito (L) toasts wi

Yang

Ok

th Chinese President

Shangkun during a state banquet in honour of the Japanese sovereign at the Great Hall of

the People on Friday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Bid to enhance Sino-Indian ties

BEIJING, Oct 24: Chinese
and Man officials expressed
the ‘Hére yesterday that
more cliorts would be made Lo

‘further enhance the bilateral

relations between China and
India, reports Xinhua.

Qian Zhengying, a newly-
clected President of China-
India friendship Association
(CIFA), said that her associa-
tion would actively promote
the further development of
[riendship between the two
countries,

CIFA was [irst set up in
1952, but its work was inter-
rupted during China’s cultural
revolution (]1966-1976).

To mark the official re-
sumption of CIFA's work, a
cocktail party was given yes-
terday at the seat of the
Chinese People's Association of
Friendship with Foreign

Countries [CPAFF). Han Xu,
CPAFF President and Indian
Ambassador to China Salman
Haider atiended the party.

Qian, also vice-chairwoman
of the Chinese people's politi-
cal consultative conference,
noted that China and India had
all suffered from colonialism
and they had cooperated with
and helped each other in their
struggle for a long time.
_ She said that in the 1950s,
the friendly and coopcrative
ties between the two countries
entered a new stage and the
five-principles of peaceful-co-
existence initiated by the
prime ministers of the two
countries has become a prin-
ciple accepted throughout the
world.

“Further development of
Sino-Indian ties is not only in
the interests of the two coun-

trics but also conducive to
pcace and stability in Asia and
the world as awhale,” she said.

To this, Haider expressed
his agreement. He said that
the relations between the two
most populous countries has
improved greatly in the past
few years, adding that the bi-
lateral cooperation in agricul-
ture and other fields have been
going on smoothly,

e revealed that a working
group of the two countries
would begin their discussion
here next week on solutions to
the border issue between the
two countries and that a
Chinese cultural festival would
be held in India at the end of
this year.

"All these would add to the
understanding and friendship
between the two countries,” he
said

Angolan elections:
Botha urges UN

to send more
observers
JOHANNESBURG, Oct 24:
South Alrican foreign minister
Pik Botha Friday urged the
United Nations to send more
observers to Angola to oversee
a second round of presidential

“clection, reports AFP.

The first round of elections
on September 29-30 has
pushed the country back to the
brink of civil war after Jonas
Savimbi, leader of National
Unifon for the Total Indep-
endence of Angola (UNITA),
alleged the polls were rigged.

of the absolute majority
neceded to avoid a second
round, which the UN is poised

to organise.

Dos Santons won just short

US wﬂlsendm:]l '

equipment to Lebanon

WASHINGTON, Oct 24: The
United States will send mili-
tary equipment to Lebanon for
the first time since 1984 in a
gesture of support for the
Lebanese armed forces, a State
Department source said Friday,
reports AFP.

The source, speaking on
condition on anonymity, also

‘said the fiscal 1994 budget

would include two million dol-
lar in military aid to Lebanon.
The equipment includes
trucks, jeeps, heavy lifting
equipment and 'spare parts
drawn from US military
stocks in Europe.

The second-hand materials

is worth about 11 million dol-
lar, the source said, nothing
that its shipment to Lebanon
was a symbolic gesture.
Assislanl Sccretary of State
for Near Eastern and South
Asian Affairs Edward Djerefian
recently said the shipment,
which requires legislative ap-
proval, would "enhance they
Lebanese army's mobility and
range of operation, and the
ability of the Lebanese gov-
ernmenl to project {ts author-
ity throughout the country."
Earlier Friday, the State
Department welcomed the
naming of Rafik Hariri as
Prime Minister of Lebanon.

in Indian homes. U.S invest-
ments this year were a still-
modest 250 million dollar but

amounted to 10 times the
1991 total.

The westward turn coin-
cided with a U.S reassessment

of its own relations with
Pakistan, Indta's traditional
enemy, which had been used
as a conduit for aid to anti-
Communist rebels in

In the post-Soviet world of

declining nuclear tension,
Washington is on the
nuclear wolatility in South Asia.

Its main policy objective in
the region is to bring India and
Pakistan to some kind of dis-
armament accord or at least to
a safeguard agreement on the
nuclear weapons U.S experts
believe both countries have.

India’s main point of fric-
tion with the United States is
its refusal to sign the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty and
open its nuclear sites to
international inspection.

| Myanmar frees 100

more prisoners

YANGON, Oct 24: Over one
hundred political prisoners
were released Friday as part of
a continuing effort by the rul-
ing military junta at reconcilia-
tion with its opponents, state
radio reported, says AP,

The 107 prisoners were
relcased from Hinthada jail, 90
miles northwest of Yangon.

A total of 756 political pris-
oners, including 85-year-old
former civilian Prime Minister
Nu have been released since
this April, when Gen. Than
Shwe began a programme of
releasing prisoners and taking
other steps toward reform like
meeting with oppositien
members on drafting a new

"1 | constitution.

1991 Nobel Prace Prize lau-
rcate Aung San Suu Kyi re-
mains behind bars, a [act that
a number of nations continue
to protest.

Iran sets up 8
missile launch

sites

RIYADH, Oct 24: lran has
sel up eight launch sites for
Scud Silkworm missiles
on a Gulf island located along
the world's oil shipping routes,
a Saudi newspaper reported
Friday, says AFP.

Asharq Al-Awsat quoted
sources in Iran and in the west
as saying that Tehran also
planned to place more than
800 Scud-B missiles, modified
from the Soviet Scud, and 200
Chinese-built Silkworm mis-
siles on Abu Musa island by
1993. .

Saudi Arabia has backed the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
its dispute over Abu Musa,
which flared in August when
Tehran turned away a UAE
boat heading to the island that
both have run jointly since
1971, -

Abu Dhabi informed the

United Nations earlier this

month about the dispute after
the faflure of two days of nego-
tiations with Tehran in

September.

Iran recently ruled out re-.

course to international arbitra-
tion to resolve the dispute,
which centers not only on Abu
Musa but on two other strate-
gic Gulf islands — Lesser and
Greater Tunb.

Diplomatic sources in the
Gulf said Iran insists on dis-
cussing only the Abu Musa
question, while the UAE wants
to talk about the two other is-
lands as well. -

A military expert in the re-
glon said Iran could pose a ma-

jor threat to stability f it

placed missiles on Abu Musa
island and operated sub-
marines at the mouth of the

1 Gulf
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) We are here to
plough Clinton>

Texas : Bill Clinton's name wasn 't quite mud this week, but
it was dirt, reports AP.

Area [armers upset with
the Democratic candidate' s
agricultural policies ploughed
Clinton's name in 750-foot
(230-metre) letters
Nueces County fleld Friday,
then cut a slash mark
through it

"We might not have much
money or power or influence,
but we sure know how 1o

write big." sald Jimmy
Dodson, who grows cotton
and grain.

“"We're here to make our
mark. We're here to make
some trials and we're here 1o
plough Bfll Clinten,” Dodson
told a rally of about 150
farmers and members of local
agribusinesses.

Several farmers said they
were afraid Clinton would cut
subsidies to mid-level pro :
ducers and force them to provide expensive health ins urance
for their employees

"Big government is my problem right now and he's only
going to make it bigger,” James Adams said. ’

I as much a person

as you are

NEW DELHI: Bus loads of spastic children in wheelchairs
protested outside a department store in Bombay after its
owner asked a handicapped girl 1o leave, a newspaper re-
ported Saturday, says AP,

Friday's action by the Spastic Society of india was over the
ejection of a the previcus day because another patron
complained that she had been hit by the girl's wheelchailr, the
Ploneer newspaper reported.

Handicapped students stood outside the store,’ crowded
with shoppers on the eve of a Hindu festival, and shouted:
"Our money is as good as yours,” and "| am as much a person
as you are.” They then went into store, browsed for an hour
and left empty handed, the paper reported.

Only religion can
provide better life

MOSCOW: Tens of thousands of people braved a frogzen
evening drizzle Friday to gather at Moscow's Olympic stadium
and hear Billy Graham, the wealthy US evangelist, soothe
them with promises of a better life through religions faith,
reports AFP.

“Why?" Graham bellowed through a powerful amplification
system before the hushed crowd, as he opened his sermon
with a reference to the key-word used in an unprecedented
campaign used in recent wecks to advertise his three-day
mission here. _

"Why is there so much suffering?... why do you have so
many problems in your life? ... why are so many wars taking
place? we thought the changes of the past few years would
eliminate war,"” he said,

[ ]
Liz gets AFI award

LOS ANGELES: The American Film Institute
Taylor will be-the 21st recip- = it
fent of its lifetime achieve-
ment award, reports AP.

The Academy Award-win-
ning actress will receive the
honour March 11. i

"As the 21st recipient of s
this préstigious award,
Elizabeth Taylor joins a dis-
tinguished group of individu- §
als who have made enormous
contributions to America's
film heritage,” institute
chairman Frederick Fierce
said Friday.

Past winners include
Henry Fonda, Bette Davis,
Orson Welles, Lillian Gish,
Billy Wilder, Barbara
Stanwyck, Gregory Peck and
Kirk Douglas. Sidney Poitier
took the prize this year.
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UN suspends airlift
to southern Somalia

NAIROBI, Oct 24 : The
United Nations suspended
plans to resume regular food
airlifts. to Bardera, southern
Somalia, where clan fighting
has cut the lifeline of thou-
sands ol starving people, alter
gunfire in the town Friday.

"A German C-130 transport
plane’ took in nine tonnes of
supplementary children's food daily ,
and two tonnes of vegetable of skeletal women and chil-
‘ofl, but plans for another flight dren are "crying and begging
today were postponed because for food,” said aid workers who
of shooting on the ground,” visited the town this week.
Francis Mwanza, a spokesman Mwanza satd Friday's
| for the UN World Food shooting was attributed to
mme told AFP. "general insecurity” in the
|  Friday's flight was the first town. -

since reliel workers pulled out
of Bardera after the forces of
ousted dictator Mohamed Siad
Barre captured the town 10
days ago from a rival faction
led by a powerful warlord,
Mohamed Farah Aidid, leaving
15,000 to 20,000 people cut

China, UK i1n all-out battle on

Hong Kong ahead of tr;lnéitionl

Bush okays law to
tighten embargo -

HONG KONG, Oct 24: The British and
Chinese have launched  and all-out battle on
how Hong Kong should be run ahead of the
transition to Chinese rule in 1997, arguing
vehemently over a new airport plan and
proposed democratic reforms, reports AFP,

Analysts said here today the row was the
"worst conflrontation since the signing of the
Sine-British Joint Declaration (JD) in 1984."
and would reach a crisis point early next year if
both sides continued not 1o give way,

"The stability and prosperity of Hong Kong
will be alffected then”, Hong Kong city
polytechnic political science lecturer Joseph
Cheng said.

Both sides have engaged in a public
mudslinging match since Governor Chris
Patten unleashed a set of political reforms in
his maiden key policy address October 7, just
two months after taking over from predecessor
David Wilson.

China showed its displeasure first through
the pro-China press in the eolony, saying the
pro s were "imprudent and irresponsible”
and had breached the spirit of both the JD and
the basic law, the post-1997 constitution
decided by the Chinese and British in 1990.

China was also unhappy about escalating
costs and financing arrangements for the new

22-billion-dollar afirport and balked at a
suggestion to use money, which was intended
lo be passed on to the post-1997 Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (SAR)
government.

But Patten, a former British Conservative
Party Chairman, pushed ahead and went on a
public roadshow to garner support lor his ideas
from the legislative council before leaving for
Beijing on October 21.

Beifi however, promptly snubbed Patten
by not affording him a meeting with Premier Li
Peng.

But director of the state council's Hong
Kong and Macau affairs office, Lu Ping, in
statements after Patten's departure Friday
showed what cards Betjing would be dealing.

Lu threatened that China would not allow
aircraft to fly in Chinese air space if the British
went ahead with the airport without Beiljing's
prior approval.

He also said the proposed democratie
reforms would not survive 1997 when the new
SAR rmmment took over, adding that the
basic law would prevail. - \

Patien defied Bgljing's warnings on his
return to Hong Kong late Friday as "ballyhoo”
and "old-fashioned noises” and said that Hong
Kong people would decide what was good for

the colony.

"Despite the ballyhoo, we will go on. None
of those ‘noises’ will make Hong Kong inert”,
Patten told dinner gathering late Friday in his
strongest-worded address so far on Sino-
British relations.

To date, Patten's government has awarded
19 government-funded core airport projects to
local and international firms, worth a total 19
billion Hong Kong dollar (2.4 billion US).

The governor said it was not for him to
decide whether the proposals would be
implemented, but that it would be up to the
people of Hong Kong and their representatives
in lrnc legislative council to decide.

Meanwhile, local reaction to Patten's
political' reform package has indicated that
there are doubts about the results of the visit
and sincerity over the proposals.

One disgruntled Hong Kong resident,
identified only as Lee on a radic talk show
following Patten's return to the colony, said:
"Hong Kong people were not consulted when
the British decided to hand the colony back to
China and the basic law drafting committee,
which was supposed to represent Kong
people, was just a rubber stamp for the tweo

countries.”
“The facts show we don't have a say.” Lee

said.

Lau Yiu-Siu, deputy editor-in-chief of the
independent China-Watch Weekly,
contemporary, said Hong Kong people will be
the ones
ultimately.

Lau warned that China could follow Patten's
cue and interpret the “grey areas” in the basic
law their way after 1997.

"We all want more democracy, but without
convergence by the two parties (Chinese and
British sides), the proposals cannot survive
1997 and we will be at the mercy of facing the
unknown when the Chinese take over.”

“Patten's actions will also encourage China
to tighten their stance in Hong Kong,” he
added.

Chim Pui-Chung, legislative councillor
representing the financial sector, said Hong
Kong people should concentrate on making
the colony and economic power and use that to

bnrﬁnwﬂhthhnimﬂndnfﬂdinlwﬂhﬂul

British in the present row.
Cheng said the British t could be
formulating a new policy on Hong Kong,
"But we are still wondering why they are
doing it,” Cheng said. "What has will
make future Sino-Britsh relations ;

who will lose out in the row |

on Cuba

MIAMI, Oct 24: President
Bush signed legislation Friday
tightening the economic em-
bargo on Cuba, saying it would
"speed the inevitable demise of
the Cuban Castro dictatorship,”
reports AP,

"Cuba suffers because Castro
refuses to change,” Bush told a
campalign-style signing rally in
Miami, where there Is a size-
able Cuban-American popula-
tion. "Democracy,” Mr. Cdstro
-— not some time, not some
day, but now”".

Bush signed the measyre
with fanfate although he once
opposed perhaps the most
significant new trade restric-
tion included in it; a ban on
trade with Cuba by foreign sub-
sidisirtes of US companies.

If there was any doubt that
the event was grared as much
— i not more — toward poli-
tics than policy, it was érased
by Florida Republican Sen.



