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Fight against Drug

On the eve of a posium on "Prevention of
Drug Abuse uth“ for the member coun-
tries of the South Association for Regional
Co-operation (SAARC), to be held in the capital
from October 27 to 29, it is good to know that

the government is alive to the g menace of
narcotics. That the government has already
worked out a five-year master plan to be launched

from next Jllll.ll

is indeed heart-warming.
Financed by the

ted Nations Drug Control

mme, the plan involving a total of Taka
seven crore should have a realistic chance of bé-
ing successful. The effort is go to be further

complemented by an already reached agreement
between Bangladesh and the United States
under which Bangladesh will receive from the US

assistance, including narcotics control equip-
ment. The initial amount to be ruvldtﬂ l:,;r
procurement of such equipment will be 20,000
dollars.

All these should definitely be considered a
ood tiding. More so because a job done well on
the home I[ront will have its beneficial influence

onh the proposed symposium. Aimed at sl.rc.ng:h
ening the rmtmal mmperatinn for w
llt abuse among the aéomfh

inst the drug
the symposium is expected to thmw
t: on various -related issues and crimes
with suggestions to contain them.
But without the political will of the governments
of the region, all this may prove to be an exercise
in futility. Procurement of sophisticated narcotics
control equipment, setting up of more drug
treatment and rehabilitation centres, etc may
help contribute to a declining trend of drug ad-
diction, but little do they stand any chance of
eliminating the problem completely
The Golden Triangle and the Guldcn Crescent,
two of the world's largest narcotics sources and
rouies, finding themselves in close proximity to
the area or in the region proper, will always pose
a serious challenge to the countries. But to make
the programme successful, it is most essential to
stop the drugs at their sources. At this point
therefore the question of political will counts so
much because individual members producing
narcotics or acting as a route for their trafficking
must be determined enough to extricate them-
selves from the link — overt or covert. The
SAARC members as a group have the cagahﬂitv to
rise up to the occasion better than they sepa-
rately could muster to do. But {:nnsldering the
might and ingenuity of the drug barons, it is bet-
ter to admit that they are pitted against a
formidable foe. What is therefore most necessary
is an International co-operation to fight these
mlﬁhty adversaries.
owever, the co-operation should not neces-
be in the form of policing the borders and
lhe and of drug cultivation, or even dealing with
the drug dealers. Social programmes stand a bet-
ter chance of eradicating both the cultivation and
the peddling. People grow drugs, though knowi
full well the harm their produces are capable o
doing, because of economic necessity. These

people will stop cultivating the banned items

once they have access to appropriate technology
and loans from .bank for producing alternative

crops fetching them a good profit. The govern-
ments of these region must seek international
help in introducing such mmes so that the
deapcmtlun of the people to go for the banned
crops' cultivation is removed. If necessary, the
farmers of the infamous crops should be prmrided
with subsidies and other facilities until they give
up their old ways.

Two cheers for Mr Khan

Two cheers for the Planning Minister. The
gutsy Khan, a scion of the most lnneering of the
industrial and business houses of Chitt , has
called for the breaking of unholy a iance of
traders, bureaucrats and politicians. And as one
reads his bill of castigation one is reminded of
Martin Luther the same against Papacy and
nﬂj‘];cng that bill on the entrance of his town
ch And one has a feeling that his is no mere
rhetorics — these seems to be words coming
from true realisation.

Mr Zahiruddin Khan is eminently placed to
know about those vile three th S on a sym-
bolic basis and pushing the nation's economy
down the drain and n{PHI% the nation's every
will to gather itself up a eavor to make a try
at meaningful survtval Mr Khan doesn't even
spare the government. The triumvirate's machi-
nations wurk thrnu putting up hosts of regula-
tion barriers on the way of industrialisation

growth in qua and vulum: of industrial prod-
ucts and even the marketing of them. The per-
sonal and group interests — all of them base and
extremely une enedly myopic — of the three
meet here at hindering manufactuﬂn and mar-
keting at as points as can line their pockets
to the utmost. How could things come to such a
pass ?

The traders buying up the bureaucrats and
supplying hefty kickbacks to politicians — there
can be no greater example of t d}:namics of this
macabre anti-national conspiracy than that which
went on during the Ershadian decade — are
hardly traders. Most of them are indenters and
agents of foreign manufacturers, never knowing
ln as thcy say in Bengall, their fourteen genera-

lnﬁ of trading, who sell to the bureau-
crats and iticians 1n power ideas of buying
things that thls nation Is hardly in need of. The
politicians who are pliable in the matter are no
politicians in the strict sense and will not be-
come such ever. They are there in the govern-
ment to mint some money with the active sup-
port and connivance of the bureaucrats who have
a permanent hand in the pie
did Mr Khan spare those that filch state
money in the name of setting up industry? But he
has, in a flash of rare insight seen through the
willful blunders of policy planners and the mis-
takes of World Bank. It remains, however, very
debatable if WB ever commits a mistake, some-
thing that cannot be determined without know-
ing what they aim to achieve in truth. Who is the
fool who takes WB for a charitable oganisation?

We are sorry not to give all the three cheers for
the mmn"ﬁe is very much part and parccl nf
that jinxed machine that cannot be healed
pea Mr Khan's laudable fulminations a t nu-
sand times. Mr. Khan has said things that are uni-
chully known. Still we cheer htm ve enuinely

minister has so far t:i,an:?r t%: call thc

a e in such a manner. For earning the

full three cheers the Planning Minister must do

someth effective to break the hold of the vi-
~ious circle on the government.
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IKE many others In
I have also
been -watching the
- debate among the American
presidential candidates.
Thanks 10 the CNN and the
Jittle bit of opening up done by
the government, we are able to
get a glimpse of the vitality,
and impartiality of
the American democratic

system. Admittedly no political
system in the can claim
to the perfect but the US

constitution has established a
system which s largely
responsive o the opinion of
the electorate. It is certainly a
most interesting — almost a
thrilling — exercise. The
American election, more than
the electoral process of any
other great power, is able to
attract the attention of the
entire international commu-
nity. Television coverage
across vast distances has also
played a major role in this
phllmn. | do not know if
are aware
werld is
them and their lead-
election campaign

to ;:ld final stage on

ly the audio-vi-
sual media in* their election
campaigns. The fight 1s lively
and colourful and often ruth-
less and resort to smear cam-
paign s not uncommon.
President Bush has been try-
ing, so far it seems unsuccess-
fully, to cast doubts on the
character of Gov. Clinton for
having organized demonstra-
tions t the Vietnam war.
Of course, rallies and demon-
strations were staged in those
days by millions ol Americans
of all ages but what the
President is trying to insinuate

is that somechow, such demon-

TRUCTURAL adjustment

programmes’ (SAPs), im-

plemented by dozens of
financially troubled developing
countries over the past 12
years, may actually be
undermining prospects for the
recovery of their economies,
according to more than 100
non-governmental activists
that met in Washington in
mid-September.

'If recovery requires a
healthy and productive work
force, a sustainable natural-re-
source base, and a well-main-
tained Infrastrutture, then we

said Atherton
Director of The
Institute in

these factors,’
Martin,

Dominica,

Martin spoke at a public fo-
rum held just a stone's throw
from the Sheraton Hotel, the

venue of the annual meeting of

the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank taking place at the same
time.

Those agencies were the
targets of the activists because
of their role in designing SAPs
which almost 100 developing
and Eastern European coun-
trics have tried to implement

since before the dawn of the
debt crisis in the late 1970s.

SAPs, which accounted for
27% of the Bank's 82 1-bilHon
1992 loan portiolio, have gen-

crally aimed at improving a
country's debt situation by
boosting exports, easing im-

port investment rules, pri-

vatising public enterprises,
and reducing government
deficits through spendi

nf cuts,
Moreover, adoption of SAPs
by Third World guv:mments
has increasingly been required

'BCCI Time to Act'

Sir, | am one of the thou-
sands who have suffered untold

mental agony and lost substan-
tial part of life's savings due to
chicanery of BCCI manage-

ment. | commend you on your
very timely editorial "BCCI:

Time to Act” published on Oct

5.

As the US Senate sub-
report demon-
strates, it was by buying ofl and
luring into collaborators vari-
ous government functionaries,
in Third World countries in
particular, that the BCCI man-
agement could perpetrate all
the irregularities including il-

" legal transfer of funds. Among

them included are ministers
and politicians, ernment
tory agencies. Banglades
certainly was no exception.

You are absolutely right in
calling upon the Finance
Minister to make public all
relevant information. This
should include a full list of all
ministers, secretaries, ambas-
sadors and lesser officials in-
cluding those in Bangladesh
Bank whose kins and relations
were provided highly paid
sinecure jobs by BCCI at sta-
tions like Hong Kong, London
and others. Further, it will be
relevant to know if n.rl?r of those
functionaries are still in posi-
tions of authority and thus ca-
pable of suppressing evidence
nl' criminal acts referred to in

AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES

Is There Somethmg for Us to Learn ?

strations in a foreign country
are mast unpatriotic and
therefore reflect poorly on
Chnton’'s character. Clinton's

to Moscow as a tourist
when he was a Rhodes scholar
at Oxford*is also being pre-
sented by the blican tlde
as some sort of betrayal of
America. This kind of tactics is
well known to the American
voters but su ngly. these
attacks often a candi-
date if he is not able to counter
the charges effectively. This
time, it appears, President
Bush has had no luck and all
his efforts to focus on the so-
called "character” issue are not
having much impact on the
opinion polls.

Having watched the three
debates among the
Presidential candidates and
one between the Vice-presi-
dential candidates, | am im-
pressed by the high quality of
the debates. Not only Lhe char
acter and record of the candi-
dates but aiso the fssues of
concern to the public|are re-
ceiving attention. Ross Perot
has been most successful in
sensitizing the American peo-
ple about the enormous burden
of the national debt. Clinton
has emphasized the domestic

issues and this is the
secret of his high approval rat-
ing in the polls. Health care,

for example, is a very
tant issue in the agenda o r“
the three candidates. | wish in
Bangladesh our candidates and
political parties in their elec-
tion pledges would even a
small fraction of the impor-
tance that the American presi-
dential candidates are attach-
ing to this programme,
Similarly, the quﬂi:ty of educa-
tion-especially at the sec-
ondagy level — was another big
issue. Bush prides himself in
being an "education” President

though his record in this field

is not particu inspiring,
All the ¢ tes promised
to adopt a variety of measures

to revive the economy. This is
of course the perennial elec-

tion pledge but against the
hu:murﬂ of the longest re-

cession in recent history this
has a special importance. Ross
Perot mainly about the
national debt and is determi-

nation to eliminate this burden
from the future rations of
Americans. His folksy manncr
and frankness is appealing but
he ts rather vague aboul his
plans. President Bush has been
tireless in reiterating his
pledge not 1o raise taxes.

However nefither his pledge
not to raise taxes nor his plans
to reduce the national debt
and stimulate the economy in-
spire much confidence. In
1988 he made a similar pledge
but broke it under pressure.
Bush claims credit for the vic-
tory in the Gulf War and he
even claimps credit for the col-
lapse of communism but the
impact of these successes in
American elections is only
marginal. Clinton is offering a
mixture and perhaps the most
carefully worked out and com-
prehensive package both to
revive the economy and reduce
the debt burden. He offers
change and the American peo-
ple are perhaps ready for a
in the White House.

Li the two earlier de-
bates, the final one on October
19 does not seem to have

changed the ratings in the
opinion polls. If President

Bush had ll'l.']' of a dra-
matic change In voter's at-
titude, it has not happened.

Clinton maintains the lead.
However, | have to add that
though Clinton is leading n
the polls and probably he will
win, there is no about
it. The incu t president
enjoys an in
nal stages. For one

many voters who take Mt
interest in politics, find =
easy to vote for the incumbent
president as it appears to be
the safe thing h?o The situa-
tion is more volatile than in
previous elections
because of the presence of
Ross Perot as a third candi-

N szhahAMS Kibria

date. This is a most unusual
situation. The major parties
are that the American
people are no satislied
with professional politicians
whose promise and perfor-
mance are often at variance,

| was wondering, after
watching the debates, If we
could also have a system of de-
bates among the candidates
before the election. We did
have TV speeches by the
leaders of political parties but
a face to face debate takes the
process to a new and, iIn my
view, a much higher level of
sophistication. Since the TV
and Radio are state monopoly
in Bangladesh, it is most
important to prevent the
misuse of these powerful
media by establishing proper
ground rules for their use.
Unless some attention is paid
to this matter well in advance

it is almost certain that the

Jim Lobe writes from Washington

| was particularly struck by

course,

and the fact
a billionaire made a whole lot
of difference. However, in
order 10 reduce the difference
in the financial strength of the
candidates and also to prevent
large contributors from exer-
cising undue influence, the
United States government has

enacted jegislation to provide
campaign to the eandi-
dates on the basis of a formula.

In Bangladesh this was the
most important issue when the
movement l%:ul Ershad was
going on. key question
was: how the incumbent
President or the ministers
could be prevented from abus-
ing the power and privileges of
their office ? We have won
the first round in struggle
against tyranny and autocracy
but we are yet to travel a
distance in establishin
democracy both in letter
spirit. It would be int:rulln;
jor the people of

know - whether the Frilnt
Minister and other ministers
who cam in the recent
bye-elections travelled to the
constituencies 'at their own
expense or the expense of the
party or at government ex-
pense. In order to set a high
standard of conduct this in-

The macro-economic policies imposed on 80 Third Wﬂrid countries

by the World Bank and

IMF under the term ‘structural adjustment programme’ have harmed rather than helped

these countries economically and socially, according to 100 citizen groups from 40 muntms
at a recent Washington meeting.

by Western donors and the
Bank itsell as a condition for
receiving other loans and as-
sistance.

SAPs have been designed to
service the debt' accumulated
by developing countries, said
Luis Macas, who represented
an Ecuadoran indigenous peo-
ples’ group at the September
conference.

‘It is really a mechanism for
shifting the burden of eco-
nomic mismanagement from
the people in the North who
caused the crisis to the poor-
est in the South,' added Martin
Khor, Director of the Malaysia-
based Third World Network
(TWN).

But it still has not solved
the debt problems, the ac-
tivists say. The IMF recently
said that the debt of all Third
World nations had reached a
historic high of $1.5 trillion.

‘Adjustment is a policy of
continuing the colonial trade
and development patterns
which the Northern powers
want to continue in the post-
colonial era,’ said Khor, who
added that developing coun-
tries were now ‘more depen-
dent than ever’' on the North.

Leonor Briones, a Filipino
activist, and professor of public
administration at the
University of the Philippines,
charged that SAPs ‘'hit the
poorest hardest.’

Recent Bank statistics

showing a resumption in per
capita growth in many
developing nations masked a
process of 'the rich getting
richer and the poor poorer,
can't yet

They
kmmutﬁnmum

will actually trickle
according to Peggy Antrobus,
head of the Women and
Development Institute of the
University of the West Indies
in Barbados.

It was agreed here that
budget-cutting has come at the
expense of social services,
while boosting agricultural ex-
ports has often meant forcing
small farmers ofl their lands
and into inal or forested
arcas where they wreak major
environmental damage.

Government cuts and
higher interest rates urged by

the IMF and the Bank have also
sent unemployment rates
soaring in many countries,
swelling the ranks of the poor,
tRe activists said.

In Jamaica, which has im-
plemented SAPs almost con-
tinuously for 12 years, said

Anlrobus, one-third of the
population live below the
poverty line.

In Honduras, the com -
ble figure is 73%, while 54%
lack jobs, said Narda
Mclendez, coordinator of a
private development group in

Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
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your editorial.

One also wonders how the
alleged irregularities could
escape detection by the audi-
tors. Was this due to ineffi-
ciency or collusion or even
both? Liquidators of BCCI in
London have sued the auditors,
Price Waterhouse for profes-
sional malpractice and claimed
a damage of US8 9 billions. It
will be in public interest to
know what actions, if neces-
sary, the Finance Minister and
Bangladesh Bank governor
propose against DBangladeshi
auditors of BCCL

A H Chowdhury
R K Mission Road, Dhaka

Misnomer
Sir, The use of the two
terms "Shanti Bahini®” and

"Push Back” irks me. The so-

called 'shanti bahinis’' may have

reasons to do what they are
doing, but their activitics are
by no stretch of imagination
'shanti purno’ or peaceful. The
Indians use this term. We don't

have to.

The term 'push back’,
is a misnomer. The Bengali
speaking Indians are being
pushed into sh. Using
the term ‘push back’ implies
that we are accepting the
Indian contention that the
people being pushed into
Bangladesh are Bangladeshis.
The Indians use the térm. We
don’'t have to.

On the other hand, the area

resolution. We

which we, aping the West, call
"Middl¢-East™ is referred to by
Indians as West Asia. This is
geographicaﬂ}" correct also for

ﬂlher examples can be
found. But what | am trying to
say here is that the journalists
have a duty to think before us-
ing terms which may cause
misinformation and wrong
perceptions.

Javed Helali
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

'push-back’
Sir, We have a long friendly
relation with big neighbour

India. We wish India's welfare .

as well as other SAARC coun-
trics as they are our [riends.
But the recent ‘operation
push-back programme’ taken
by the Indian rnment that
has already pushed hundreds
of Bangla-speaking citizens of
India into Bangladesh, is not at
all a\good task and totally con-
trary to the SAARC spirit and
don't cxlpect
such senseless activities [rom
an ethniecally diverse and
democratically great country
like India.
We urge the Indian gov-
ernment to stop such wanton
uniriendly actions immedi-

ately.

Fayezur Rahman
South Masdair, Narayangarny

Cuts in social services and
education diminish the quality
of the work force, while a rise
in unemployment increasecs
social tension and polarisation,
said Antrobus. 'Investors don't

-m?ummm.

pro lems of erime, violence,
and polarisation of rich and
poor,’ she said.

Recent efforts by the Bank
to include social programmes
in SAPs have been a case of
'too little, too late,” one activist
said. Melendez said these
packages are a ‘'mechanism for

OPINION

Power and authority act like
invigorating tonics in human
body. Deputy Commissioners
are perhaps the busiest ofli-
cers in Bangladesh. But they
hardly get tired. They find
pleasure in their work, be-
cause, they weild considerable
power and authority

Police in this country work
harder, when required, than
Government employees in
most other departments. Hete
also the same theory applies:

They wield power which gives
incentive to work. Many

Government officers fall seek

alter retirement. Generally re-
tired officers die earlier than
those who are in active ser-
vice, even though they belong
to the same age group.

In the underdeveloped
countries, power has its own
majesty and image. Who ever
comes to power, is not only
[eared but also respected, if he
is not dishonest, corrupt and
basically bad.

It is entirely a different
matter whether the values
should be c and the aw-
ful majesty of power weakened.
So long ft is there, it is rather
pragmatic to utilise power for
our economic and de-
velopment. Until mass illiter-
acy is removed, power will
continue to act as a factor of
development. And, as such, f
it is not utilised, development
will suffer to some extent, at
least.

Power has its vices. But this
should not induce us to de-
prive the bureaucrats of the
power and authority. The de-
velopment process in
Bangladesh is suffering because
of the restriction and reduc-
tion of the power of, say,
District Administration.

The institutions of District
Magistrate or Deputy
Commissioner has developed
over centuries, but only a
month is enough to destroy an
institution by wrong decisions.

The power, status and po-
sition of the District
Magistrates excited envy of not
only the  high officials like
District Judges nnm:lml ch'::"
Surgeons, to ng with, t
also of other District level offi-
cers of the develo de-

artments like Iture,
k, Education, Fishery,

political, social and ideological
control.'

As to Bank arguments that
the adjustment process has
positioned many developing
countries to take maximum
advaniage of rencwed grawth
in the industrialised world, the
activists were not impressed.
Too much has a
lost by the poorest, said
Antrobus. There may be whole
sectors of the pupulntiun that
can NEvVer recover.’

In addition, many of the
most skilled mrken in Third

been

The Dutly Shur 4

i
:
:
f
i

ance of all concerned inchad-
ing the members of the cabi-

movements once in every
or five years to fulfil
democratic aspirations.

World Bank and IMF's Policies Harmful to Third World

World nations emigrated to the
West as wages at home
dropped and living conditions
deterforated, Martin insisted.
The adjustment model is effi-

ciently dismantling the mini-
mum needs for recovery.’

'‘And when you tell and de-_
veloping countries to expand
exports ... there will be an
over-supply on world markets,
leading to the collapse of
prices,’ as has already taken
place this year for many com-
modities whose world

_have fallen to 100-yecar, Khor

said. The more they produce,
the less they eamn.’

— Third World Network

Features/IPS

Jim Lobe (s a correspon-
dent for Inter Press Service,
with whose permission this
article is reproduced.

Power and Development

A Z M Shamsul Alam

Co-operative, PWD and so on.
Politicians also often did not
feel very comfortable with the
power and position of the
Deputy Commissioners.

Since partition of India, the
tendency to disintegration of
the power and position of the
Deputy Commissioner was a
continuous process. Pakistan
did not have [arsighted politi-
cal philosophers like Neheru,
Azad, Radha Krishnan, who
could realise the importance
and significance of .the need of
stron ministrative set-up at
the District and Sub-Divisional
levels.

In India, powers and posi-
tion of District and Sub-
Divisional Magistrates did not
shrink in any way as in
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The
contribution of the District and
Sub-Divisional Administration
in making India self-sufficient
in food is recognised.

Though the power of the
bureaucracy in India was nol
curtailed in any way, yet the
politicians were strong enough
to control the bureaucracy. No
bureaucrat could ever become
a Minister in India without
resigning from the service st
and getting elected as public
representative.

In the past, the officers in
charge of Law and
Administration used to be the
source of and they used
to live in best Govt. banga-
lows in the district or sub-di-
visional towns. Now, as devel-
opment is the more important
consideration and objective of
the Govt., than law and order,
the senfor most officer ol the
Agricultural cadre, or an
Engineer or a Doctor may be
appointed as Deputy
Commissioner. He may be de-
clared ex-officio district
Magistrale and before that, he
may undergo at least three (o
six months training on magis-
tracy. The Deputy
Commissioner should be from
any of the Development
Departments. Now-a-days it s
resented that one having de-
. gree in Political Science or

History

or Geography or
English is appointed as Deputy
Commissioner. It is said that
these generalists, educafed in
humanities, don't technically
understand problem of the

comm well.

What are the problems in a
rural community? These are
obviously of ure,
tion: eivil works,
medicine, education, fishery,
livestock etc. A student study-
ing humnnit!cu does not un-
derstand any of the develop-
mental problems from techni-
cal point of view. A graduate in

livestock may be more suitable .

as Deputy Commissioner than a
Master's degree heolder in
Political Science; al -least the
former will understand the
livestock problem of the dis-
trict better, If a doctor is ap-
pointed as Deputy
Commissioner, he wﬂl under-
stand at least the health and
family planning problems bet-
ter.

What is needed is not
leveling down and curtailing

the powers of the Deputy .

Commissioner, compared to
the powers of the developmenl
departmental heads; bul we
need the appointment of the
development departmental of-
ficers as Depuly
Commissioners with all the
powers, majesty, glory ol the
old District Magistrates.
Through a combined and
compeltitive interview of the
eligible departmental officers
including those in the revenue
side and Magistracy and
Police, a fit-list of officers may
be prepared for appointment
as Additional Depuly
Commissioners or Depuly
Commissioners. When any one
from this panel is ap Eﬁ'ltadln
the Upazila/District,
posted as Upazila lebl.hl
Officer /Additional Deputy
Commissioner/Deputy
Commissioner and be vested
with all the powers that used
to go with those coveted posts,
We must not reduce the au-
thority and grandeur of the
centuries-old iInstitution of
District Magistrate and Deputy
Commissioner, but change the
nd of the incu ts
and utilise this office and insti-
tution for our socio-economic

growth and development.

huth'




