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A Signal to India

“The Jatlya Sangsad has sent a strong signal to
India protesting against the so-called Operation
Push Back, New Delhi's drtve against what it has
arbitrarily described as illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants, rightly terming the move as "unfriendly,
unneighbourly and contrary to the UN Human
Rights Charter.” The signal which comes in the
form of a motion approved by a majority in the
parilament on Wednesday, represents the voice of
the nation In full measure. The resolution, the
first of its kind to be passed by the country's leg-
islature on a foreign policy issue, says exactly
what the medla, including The Datly Star, has ar-
gued all along since India launched the move,
without any warning, not to mention of any con-
sultation, that it is totally against all diplomatic
norms and is certain to damage the prospects of
regional co-operation in South Asia. timed as it is.
deliberately or otherwise, with the preparation of
the SAARC Summit scheduled to be held here in
early December. However, the resolution which
has called upon New Delhi to call a halt to the
drive is firm and hard-hllunﬁ, without being bel-
licose, thus leaving the door bpen for consultation
between Dhaka and New Delhi.

In this context, we have noted that a section of |

the Indian media and, indeed, responsible lead-
ers in the state government of West Bengal have
also taken a critical line against the move by New
Delhi, understandably in a much milder tone but
without hiding their concern over the conse-
quences of the unwarranted exercise.

We regret that the JS resolution eluded una-
nimity. But let not this fact give any satisfaction to
New Delhi. For one thing, all the speakers, from
the treasury bench as well as the opposition, took
the identical line in criticising the Indian move

In the strongest possible terms. Again, while the -

Jamaat-e-Islami voted for the treasury bench res-
olution, the two major opposition groupings, the
Awami League (AL) and the Jatiya Party (JP)
moved their own resolutions "condemning" the
Indian drive, resolutions which were far stronger
in tone and contents than the official one. The
defeat of these two opposition resolutions or the
inability of AL and JP to vote for the one which
was passed was due to the differences over the
interpretation of the Clause 11 of the Joint
Communique signed by the prime ministers of
India and Bangladesh during the visit of Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia to New Delhi last May. The
reference to the "large-scale illegal immigration
of people across their borders” has been inter-
preted by AL as an admission by the Bangladesh
Prime Minister of the presence of illegal immi-
grants.from this country in India, an interpreta-
tion that has been strongly denied by the gov-
ernment which has argued, in the words of
Foreign Minister A S M Mostafizur Rahman, that
the controversial clause should be read with
clauses 12 and 13 which highlighted the prob-
lems of the Chakma refugees and of their speedy
return to the homeland.

There is little doubt that the ambiguity in the
badly-drafted clause 11 of the communique gave
New Delhi a handle "to stop illegal immigration of
people across the border by all possible means”,
as the communique put it. In this sense, the posi-
tion taken by Sheikh Hasina on clause 11 of the
communique has substance. But we do not see
how a portion of a communique signed by prime
ministers of two countries can be revoked, as
demanded by AL, unilaterally by one country, even
by its parliament. Besides, such a move would
have added new complications to the Dhaka-Delhi
relations at a time when both sides should tackle
their bilateral relations with understanding and
farsightedness, a m e that also came out,
loud and clear, through the two-day parliamen-
tary debate on the so-called "Operation Push
Back."

An Emperor Goes to China

The visit of Emperor Akihito to Beijing, be-
ginning today, opens a new chapter in the che-
quered history of Sino-Japan relations. It is a his-
tory marked by a decade long Japanese aggres-
sion against the Chinese mainland, followed by a
long period of cold war hostility between the two
countries, but eventually leading to normalisation
of diplomatic and economic relatiohs between
Tokyo and Beijing. The trip of the Japanese
Emperor to China, a history-making event in
itself, clearly suggests that both Tokyo and
Befjing are determined to go further in develop-
ing and strengthening their ties. It is the direc-
tion of this development that remains a little
unclear. In some ways, it is also of some concern
to the rest of the world, especially to other Asian
countries.

In immediate terms, it is the economic rela-
tions between the two which will get the boost,
although the Emperor himself will not discuss
such a mundane issue, beyond giving it a gentle
royal nod. The bilateral trade between the two
countries reached a record $22.8 billion in 1991,
and Japanese investment in China continues to
increase. The Chinese leaders are determined to
show that despite its slow pace towards
democratisation, the country can be economiecally
afflluent. In this exercise, Beijing needs co-op-
eration from Tokyo just as Japan remains anxious
to penetrate China with its investment and joint
ventures. In time, the two may form a powerful
economic bloc of their own, without either of
them joining any form of regional grouping.

There is some speculation that in longer
terms, Japan and China may emerge as political
rivals, looking for their own areas of influence
and putting in more and more funds into their
defence budgets. The alternative to this competi-
tion lies in the two countries looking outward, to
the rest of Asia, reaflirming their commitment to
the international community — and to the devel-
oping world. Let us hope that the Japanese
Emperor's visit will lead to the renewal of this
commitment by both Beijing and Tokyo.
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'who do not agree on which

HIRTY years ago, ne-

wapapers dated Octo-
ber 21, carried the

story of Chinese attack on
india in the northeast and the
Ladakh side. It was played
down. More prominence was

m a crisis in the Uttar
land t_mt..,,..,'?.:z:h:
state ure

I was th!‘l.'; Information
OfMicer to Home Minister Lal

Bahadur Shastri. | am narrating

here what happened at that
time, not to go into the merits
of India-China border dispute,
but te tell how the ill-prepared
New Delhi was distraught, dis-
orderly and demoralised.

The attack was at 5 am in
the eastern sector where the
sun rises and 7 am in the
Ladakh area where day is
late. New Delhi had no of
the attack. The report by the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) was
that the Chinese, although six-
division-strong in Tibet, were
too tied up with the revolt of
Khampas, the Dalai Lama's fol-
lowers, to spare men for the
border.

In about an hour, an Indian
brigade of 3,000 men at Dhola,
commanded by Brigadier JP
Dalvi, was vanquished. He had
not stationed his men in a de-
fensive ition was the com-
ment ol General PN Thapar,
chief of the army stafl. "The
men were sitting ducks.”

Jawaharlal Nehru, then

rime minister, felt so much

t down that he did not know
what to do. He still expected
the Chinese forces to stop
after the initial push, Shastri
said that Panditji (Nehru) had
trusted the Chinese too much.
So was the general feeling.

After receiving the news
about the fall of the post at

Krishna Menon, then Defence
Minister. The Chinese soldiers
wgre rushing down the hill
into what was then known as
the NEFA, north-eastern fron-
tier agency. Seeting Thapar,
Menon, brooding over a cup of
black tea, remarked: "How
could have | known that they
would come Ilike an
avalanche?”

Thapar told the defence
minister that the Indian forces
should now fall back and hold
out at Se-la, a pass about 40
miles inside India from Dhola.
Menon sarcastically remarked:
"General, why not re?”
They conversed very little after
that and waited for the meet-
ing of the defence committee,
over which Nehru presided. _

Thapar wanted to withdraw
a division from the Pakistan
front. This was opposed by
Menon, who said thatPakistan
was making preparations along
the border. Thapar said that
the Indian army had no such
information. Nehru conceded
to Thapar's request. After the
meeting he took him aside and
told him that henceforth he
should take a decision purely
on military considerations.
This was meant to convey to
him that he did not like
Menon interfering in matters
of strategy.

Back in his office, Thapar
saw another report from the
front, describing how the sol-
diers were ill-elothed, ill-shod,
fll-equipped and ill-trained.
The outmoded .303 rifles of
the Indian troops was inade-

the Chinese.
Thapar had submitted to
Nehru through Menon a note
on India's unpreparedness. It
had not reached Nehru.

Nehru had already recanted
from his earlier statement
where he had said that he had
ordered the to throw out
the Chinese from the Indian
territory. Action had been
fixed for some time in 1963
summer. Nehru had realised
that it was no use getting the
men killed if it was not possi-

weapons of

hmn::ubut did not want to
urt » who was already a
broken man.

Nehru himselfl assembled
some of the critical Co
MPs to appeal to them that
"this is no time for a post-
mortem.” Explaining his ear-
lier statement that “adequate
arrangements” had been made
lo protect NEFA, Nehru said
nobody thought that the
Chinese would throw in

30.000 troops. “This can hap-

— e : _

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

ble to evict the Chinese im-
mediately.

The home ministry felt
gratified that it had been
proved right. It had opposed
the suggestion of BN Mullick,
then the IB director, 1o estab-
lish posts wherever it could
even behind the Chinese lines
to register the claim on the
territory. The ministry had
warned that the posts with no
support from the back would
fall like nine pins. Indeed, they
did, 41 of them, when the
Chinese administered the first
blow.

Ministers openly said that
Menon had let the country
down. Some of them ap-
proached Shastri, close to
Nehru, to tell him to drop
Menon from the cabinet. Many

pen in a totalitarian state but
not in a democracy,” which
had to make every possible
saving for welfare purposes.
Not that it convinced the MPs,
But there was no choice
except to accept what Nehru
sald. They knew that the
people, however aggrieved or
hurt, were still behind him.
However, some of them
wanted an early session of
parliament and Nehru agreed
to the suggestion.

The first message f[rom
abroad was that of Khrushc¢hey
from the Soviet Union. He
hoped that the conflict would
be solved by peaceful means on
a mutually acceptable basis in
the interests of the Indian and
Chinese peoples. Nehru was
disappointed because he was

. like
Khrushchev equating India
with China.

He was, however, over-
whelmed by a message of sym-
pathy and support which the
UK prime minister MacMillan
sent. Nehru immediately
replied: "... Your kind
and the assurance that you will
do everything in your power to
help us have further heartened
us in our determination to re-
sist this blatant Chinese ag-
gression.”

Mrs Indira Gandhi said that
she and her father found some
faint signs of Chinese aggres-
sivenesa over the border issue
in 1954 when they visited
Beijing. But, as she ra-
tionalised, the choice was be-
tween postponing economic
development, which her father
thought was the immediate
need, and stepping up
diture on defence, which he
believed could wait for some
time more.

Hers was Nehru's line. He,
as his writings show, believed
that India 'developing through
democratic means' was a chal-
lenge to China which was pur-
suing ‘a dictatorial path’. The
attack on India, he mused, was
part of a larger design to hu-
miliate it and create discord
among non-ali countries.

He still did not appreciate
the gravity of the situation. He
told his colleagues that he
would be writing to the heads
of state to acquaint them with
the full story of the Chinese
aggression. But he was not yet

Shastri did not mind ap-
proaching any power for help
to fight the Chinese. He was
overruled at the Emer
Committee of the Cabinet
[ECC) when he made the sug-
gestion. "Panditj! does not
'-Ilhbrh.‘lnﬂtb' *
ers,” Shastri said, he
sounded unhappy. However,

ing to them, were keen to of-
fer help.

Nehru enly summoned the
Soviet envoy, |. A. Benediktov,
said to be quite high in the
Soviet hierarchy, to explain
India’s point of view and to
seek Moscow's assistance In
solving the border dispute. His
reporied reply was that he
would convey India's feelings
and fts desire to enlist the
good offices of the Seoviet
Unton for asking China to stop
aggression. But the envoy was
doubtful if they could do any-
thing under the circumstances
when thelr hands were full
with the Cuban missile crisis
which, according to him, had
become rather serious in view
of America’s "active interest”.

lrunicg. New Delht re-
ceived a le from the Indian
delegation to the UN seeking
instructions on how to vote on
a resolution which the USSR
had sponsored to seat China.
And, as before, the delegation
was asked to support the reso-
lution.

The late-night news from
the front was bad. The Chinese
forces were cutting th
our defences like a knife
through butter. Things looked
gloomy. What tomorrow held,

Dhola, Thapar went straight to quate against the automatic Congress MPs talked about expecting support [rom  prepared to sound the West for nobody knew.

Quest for New Leader Lankan O

IRIMAVO Bandaranaike,

the world’'s first woman

Prime Minister, is app-
roaching the twilight of her
career. This has put in
question the future of Sri
Lanka's main opposition party,
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party,
which she has headed for over
30 years.

At 76, Mrs Bandaranaike
still has the toughness she
showed when she, a political
innocent, assumed her coun-
try's leadership in 1960
following the assassination of
her husband,
Prime

the revered
Minister Solomeon

Bandaranaike.
' She tinues to be -
s vy infiadhikie s
opposition to the ruling United
National Party. In a Joint
position rally last May, over

which she presided, Mrs
Bandaranaike stood onstage for

about five hours to receive
thousands of well-wishers and

‘supporters.

She is a colossus not only
with her own party but also
with the Left and left-of-centre
political activists in Sri Lanka.

But she looks frail especially
following a suspected stroke
last year. This has sprung
moves to seek a new leader for
the SLFP.

The successor must be
someone who can bring the
party out of its 15-year stay in
the wilderness — an entire
generation has not seen the
SLFP in power. Amo the
contenders are two of Mrs
Bandaranaike's children, son
Anura and daughter Mrs
Chandrika Kumaranatunga.
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way the party should go.

Anura, a Member of
Parliament, advocates more
rightist policies and has the
support of majority of Freedom
Party MPs.

Chandrika, whose husband
Vijaya was killed by Marxist
extremists in her presence in
1988, is the darling of the Left
and is reportedly favoured by
her mother. She only recently
rejoined the Freedom Party
after feuding with 1t for nine
years. -

Other names mentioned are
those of Mahinda Rajapaksa, a
human rights activist and
Parliamentarian who has led
many opposition campaigns;
and Thilak Karunaratne, a
young "upstart” who has char-
tered his course within the
party independently of the

Bandranaike factions.

Whoever comes out will be
the main challenger to presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa,
who may call for presidential
elections by year's end
although he may stay in office
until 1994.

Looming over the aspirants
is Mrs Bandaranaike, who does
not seem to be contemplating
complete retirement although
her health may eventually force
her to do so.

Persuaded to take the party
helm after her husband was
killed, housewife Sirimavo was
immediately dismissed by her

detractors as having no ability
to rule the country. She was, of
course, to prove them wrong,
During her 12-year rule
from 1960 to 1965 and from
1970 to 1977, Mrs
Bandaranaike passed tests that
would have toppled those with
lesser mettle. She thwarted a
coup attempt by senior mili-
tary officers in 1962 and
crushed an insurrection by the

Marxist extremist People's
Liberation Front | in
1971.

When the JVP insurrection
broke out, she promptly went
on radio to "fight this
movement from village to vil-
lage.”

In one by-election campaign
in the early 1960s. Mrs
Bandaranaike asked an aide
what the UNP was saying about
her. She was told that the UNP
thinks Sri Lanka had gone to
the dogs ever since she came
into power. -

Immediately she relayed
this in her campaign speech,
telling the crowd that "by
dogs, the UNP is referring to
you poor people who elected
me.”

Pursuing a left-of-centre
economic policy and tying up
with leftist groups in
Parliament, her government
took over a majority of schools
then run by Christian mission-
aries (Sri Lanka is predomi-
nantly Buddhist). She also na-

tionalised the Western oil
companies and foreign insur-
ance companies.

During her second term.,
she introduced land reform
which imposed a land owner-
ship ceiling of 50 acres. Her
own f[amily and her husband's,
both belonging to the upper
class aristocracy, were af-.
fected. '

In 1973 she brought under
state control the largest news-
paper group in the country,
the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Ltd., and closed down
the Sun Group of Newspapers
— undemocratic acts which are
now rebounding on her. The
Associated Newspapers, still
under state control, are attack-
ing her and her party vigor-
ously.

Mrs Bandaranaike lost in
the 1965 pgeneral elections
after several of her key minis-
ters, identified with the SLFP's
right wing, joined the
Opposition and defeated her in
Parliament.

She then took the role of
Opposition leader, after which
she returned to power in 1970
with a landslide victory captur-
ing two-thirds of the
Parliament seats.

But what came next was the
worst period in Freedom
Party's history — followin
years of severe economic ha.ns-
ship in the country, it was de-
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Sir, This refers to the em-
barkation fee paid by all pas-
sengers boarding on flights
from any airport in Bangla-
desh, which presently is
collected by Civil Aviation from
booths 'located inside the de-
parture hall. This is normally
done after the passenger
check in with the airline and
gets his boarding card. A fur-
ther check whether the pas-
senger has paid the embarka-
tion fee is made by the staff of
Civil Aviation at the time when
the passenger enters the im-
migration area for immigration
and customs check. The Civil
Aviation stafl then deface the
embarkation fee receipt by
tearing the same so that this
may not be used again.

This procedure has worked
very well and, therefore, the
proposed change whereby the
embarkation fee is to be levied
on tickets at the time of is-
suance and then deposited
along with supporting docu-
ments on the third day of the
following month {s not gquite
understood for many reasons,
some of which are emunerated
below :

(1) Airline tickets are not
only sold by airlines but also by
dozens of approved travel
agents located in various

s in Bangladesh. The air-
ines may be able to comply
with the Civil Aviation proce-
dure in theory but they may
have difficulty to ensure the
same on large number of travel
agents authorized to issue air-
line tickets.

(2) According to interna-

number of passengers transit
Dhaka on various airline tick-
ets, in which those staying for
less than 72 hours will be ac-
cepted for boarding by the air-
line without reconfirmation. In
such cases, where the passen-
ger has been ticketed outside
Bangladesh, no airline will be
able to assume full responsibil-
ity for collecting the embarka-
tion fee, whether or not the
airline has an office of its own
in Bangladesh. '

(3) Furthermore, the pas-
sengers occasionally have their
tickets reissued which may
further complicate the collec-
tion of embarkation fee.

(4) Airline tickets are freely
interchangeable/endorsable,
the embarkation fee will be
collected by the fssuing airline
although the passe travel-
ling a different airline from
Dhaka will have accounting
problems in regard to em-
barkation fee unless the air-
lines themselves undergo
complicated and lengthy pro-
cedures.

(6) This procedure will
complicate in preparing Bang-
ladesh Bank statermnent
of airlines as embarkation fee
can never be considered ‘as
their income or fare and also
there 18 no such column in
exchange control manual to
report such fee.

The above will show the
unpractiability of associating
ticket {ssuance with embarka-
tion fee, which In most coun-
tries is done at the time prior
to boarding, and is the system

fee was- first introduced in
Bangladesh. In case Civil
Aviation insists to implement

‘the new system effective from
. November 1,

1992, it may
stand to lose considerable rev-
enue as it would be impossible
to administrate timely collec-
tion of embarkation fee from
airlines, both online and of-
fline, travel agents and indi-
vidual transit passengers who-
se tickets are issued abroad.

Last but not the least, the
new procedure may involve
airlines/travel agents in hiring
additional staff to implement
collection, checking and mak-
ing timely deposits of such
embarkation fees, and report-
ing to the authorities, at a time
when the travel industry as a
whole is facing severe crisis —
when there is almost a com-
plete freeze in hiring of new
staff.

The existing procedure for
collection of embarkation fee
has worked very well and I do
not consider it worthwhile to
change this arrangement,

Should the Civil Aviation au-
thoritiecs so desire, they may
further streamline the existing
procedures in consultation
with the operating airlines, in-
stead of introducing new regu-
lations which may prove as
much harmful to Civil Aviation
as to the travel industry itself
and affect overall projected
revenue collection of the
Government.

M S Igbal
Mirto Road, Dhaka

— = = . = — . T
SFiEifiiseS =
—r -~ ———r——— e —r e e—— -
tional travel procedures, large  here ever since embarkation Allﬂttﬂes ﬂfRAJI]E

plots

Sir, Sometime back a re-
port appeared in the newspa-
pers that an honourable mem-
ber of the parliament enquired
about the handing over of plots
of land allocated in the 'J’
block of Baridhara residential
area.

The minister's reply
which was briefly reported in
the papers appeared to be
more of a political score than
an earnest effort to solve a
problem. It may be mentioned
here that the allotment was
made more than six years

back.

A recent enquiry, after the
parliament question-answer,
disclosed that RAJUK does not
consider itself responsible for
the handing over, though
already realised the full price.

They are smugly waiting for
the district land acquisition
authority to take possession of
the land and give them the
same for development etc. The
said authority {s not known for
prompt action unless as allega-
tions go, inspired in a special
manner.

When their elected leaders
take resort to a mixture of

truth, half-truth and less than
half-truth in the duel of words,
the frustrated allottees can ex-
pect little redress to their
woesl!

it has

'breath, 1 will depart

feated in 1977 and limited to
just eight seats. In 1981 Anura
broke away from the party and
when he rejoined, it was the
turn of Chandrika and her hus-
band to set up a breakaway
group.

Meanwhile, from 1980 to
1986, Mrs Bandaranalke was
deprived of her civil rights on
the recommendation of a
Special Presidential

Commission for alleged abuse

pposition Starts

Premadasa. With terrorism re-
d voter ut to 56 per
cent from usual 80 per

cent, Mrs Bandaranaike lost.
She has challenged Mr
Premadasa’s election in a peti-
tion to the Supreme Court
The subsequent general

elections saw Mrs
Bandaranaike reentering
Parlament as opposition

leader in 1989. Since then she
has struggled to keen the

Freedom Party intact and. to
fight the incumbent President,

a long-time bitter opponent.

Party insiders say her private
wealth often goes to _maintain-

party coffers.

use S PE %
of power- The move is bethg + » “Called Amma (mother) sth

contested until now, with
many vi it as an act of re-

- venge which also cunningly got

rid of a powerful rival.

Her civil rights "restored,
Mrs Bandaranaike
vigorously against the then
government of Phkesident
Junius Jayewardene. In 1988,
amidst a seeond uprising and
terror campaign by
People’'s Liberation Front. she
contested the presidential

elections against then Premier

OPINION

hundreds trailing her car
when she campaigned the
length and -brea of the
country as a young widow, Mrs
Bandaranaike continues to fas-
cinate Sri Lankans with whom
she has had a love-hate rela-
tionship.

Abroad, too, she remains '
perhaps the most well-known

the ~ among Sri Lankan politicians.

Many foreigners are unaware

that she is no longer in power.
. — Depthnews Asia

Euthanasia — Gentle and
Easy Death

A Qayyum

According to the Oxford
Dictionary, euthanasia means
"gentle and easy death; bring-
ing about of this, especially in
case of incurable and painful
disease”. There is a great deal
of misconception about what
euthanasia is and its applica-
tion to a terminally ill person.
Euthanasia is a humane way of
allowing a person suffering
from an incurable and painful
disease to die a gentle and easy
death and with dignity, When
euthanasia is voluntary and a
person suflering from an irre-
versible and excruciatingly
painful disease and the person
in his or her full senses ex-
pressly desires to be relieved
of pain and suffering, applica-
tion of euthanasia by physicians
and surgeons, i.e. by stopping
any further treatment, cannot
in any way be termed as
unethical. The same arguments
also apply to a person who, by
the natural process of ageing,
progressively loses all his or
her physical and mental facul-
ties and lives a vegetative life
and there is absolutely no hope
of the process reversing. On
ageing, a great man said as
long as AD 65: "l will not re-
linquish old age il it leaves my
better parts intact. But {f it
begins to shake my mind, if it
destroys my faculties one by
one, if it leaves me not life but
from the
putrid and tottering edifice.”

Excruciating pain from an
incurable disease strikes ter-
ror in the heart of a patient.
The knowledge that he or she
will have to bear this torturing
pain and there is no hope
whatsoever of having any relief,
gives-rise to certain other con-
tributory and equally debilitat-
ing factors, such as physical
and mental isolation and the
agonising thoughts of dying a
slow and painful death inch by
inch. In such cases, application
of euthanasia is the only sen-
sible and also humane alterna-

tive so as to bring relief to the
patient who so desperately
needs it. Similar relief is also
bound to be welcome by a veg-
€lative person whose all physi-
cal and mental faculties have
forever ceased to function and
who is no more than a mere
piece of furniture where the
person simply breathes, not
lives. When the inexorable
time has come to make mere
physical existence totally
meaningless, prolonging life by
artificial means can only mean
prolonging agony and death,
not life.

For a terminally ill patient
whose illness is irreversible,
application of euthanasia is an
act of grace. For those helping
the patient to die a gentle and
easy death by allowing no fur-
ther treatment, is an act of
compassion. On the part of the
relatives of the patient, it is an
act of supreme sacrifice de-
serving of praise for losing a
dear and near one. Euthanasia
is now, there-fore, being prac-
tised in many countries of the
world.

In an article published a few
years ago, the world-renowned
surgeon, Dr. Christian Barnard,
the pioneer in heart transplant
surgery, wrote: "When my
mother suffered what can only
be called a terminal stroke at
the age of 80, it was not a dif-
ficult decision for me to allow
her treatment to stop. | did
not kill her, | gave her dignity
in death.”

Death s inevitable. When it
is considered by all counts that
the time has come, it is better
to allow a patient to

with grace instead of prolong-
ing death. A few ago, an
eminent J dlhtltmu-
Court of | that as

everyone has a right to a

life so should everyone

right to a good death. _
The writer is a life member of
Voluntary mum




