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= Dhaka Day by Day =
Guest Control !

by S. Bari

Fond as we may be of Dhaka, hot tourisl
destination it sure ain't. Visitors to Dhaka are
here.on business, on rescarch, or on

‘way to somewhere clse.

There exists, however, another group: the

eternal houseguest. Members ol this species
thetr evenings scanning the globe for
where they have acquajntances. If no
personal acquaintance can be found, they will
settle for their teacher's neighbour's cousin's
son-in-law. A connection is a connection, no
matter how wishful.

The unfortunate individual selected in
Dhaka has no idea his city is next on the hit
list. In opder to catch his victim at home, the
would be guest calls out of the blue at 5:30 am
on a weckend. From that moment forward the
prey is doomed.

No amount of finagling can get you ofl the
hook. | know. I've tried any excuse known 1o
man. Excuses tested and failed: it's such a
sthall apartment, you wouldn't be comfortable;
I don't have a car, transport will be difficult for
you: there really isn't much to see in Dhaka;
my parents will be visiting us then.

Do NOT try any of these. They cause the
guest to protest that they don't need luxury,
they can travel happily in scooters, sightseeing
is not their cup of tea anyway, and they would
just love to meet your parents.

Excuses | am holding on to for next time:
the MNat is infested with cockroaches: my
landlord is an Islamic fundamentalist; the
crime situation in Dhaka is worse than New
York; | have a habit of dismembering

houscguests who stay for over a week.

Sylhet. To add a bit of action to this itinerary,
which he planned to cover by river and road in
6 days, he had a total of 53 acquaintances o
call on in Dhaka alone.

If you have been reading attentively, you
know what his definition of an acquaintance
was. Suffice it to say thal the conversation with
the acquaintance consisted of fifteen minutes
of explanation about who the caller was. The
remaining two minutes were dedicated to
asking for the car.

Once transport was harnessed, the rounds
of sightseeing went into full swing. The day
became so hectic that the only time they could
sandwich in the Shriti Shoudho was at high
noon — when the bricks themselves were
yearning for shade. A trip to the university was
successful only after a number of atlempts,
thanks to usual situation, and by then the
guests were terrified of the place.

And then of course there was their dose of

Dhakaiva hospitality. Breakfast, lunch, tea and
dinr - a constant swirl of invitations that left

the gucests drinking Orsaline for the last few

days ol their stay. ‘

This timely setback was not the boon it
appeared to be. Now they had time to sit and
chat with us. Conversations d on and our
social life hit rock bottom while we awaited
their recovery.

Let us not lorget that among the many roles -

a host has to play, such as driver, secretary,
travel agent and doctor, is the role of banker.
Houseguests always need the equivalent of two
hundred dollars just after banking hours. They
also always look surpriscd and lll&l}l‘l;ly

1

After severd! dezen phone’ cillls 't ensure: “@eppointed when informed that you

al the ai L, my guesils arrived,
'I‘hur.-ylllqr mm hell:vudmpul; the maxim of safety
in numbers, because there were four other
people there to receive them. This paranoia
stems from the fact that outsiders think of
Dhaka as a kind of minor Beirut, with Jamaatis
lurking around every cormer and students
concocting deadly weapons in their labs.

A houseguest's luggage is always a [lair
measure of his intentions. The l:lfg-,ge that day
was alarmingly voluminous. In all honesty, they
were a nice couple, but the husband did not
carry the prerequisites of good guesthood:

dence, a relaxed attitude, and nice
gifts for the host. Fortunately, the wife did,
otherwise they would not have starred in
today’s story.

Mr Guest had a list: it started with

Jagannath Hall, went through Barisal and
Rangamati, and ended with his birthplace in

R

have that kind of cash on hand, as if you were
unsuccessful smuggler.

When the visa was about to expire, Mr Guest
was having such a good time shopping and
living on Thai dinners and Orsaline that he
thought it a good idea to extend his stay. Dy
this time, the host had seriously considered a
friend’s suggestion to put the couple on a train
to Jessore and launch a reverse Operation Push

" Back.

This proved unnecessary. The guests had
bought enough Jamdanis and drafned enough
of the host's furids. On the third evening in a
row that we had khichuri, they said to
themselves. "These people are going broke.” So
they took the six hundred for their airport tax
and left.

Two hours later, another guest arrived. | am
not making this up.
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'~ Women unit of Nirmul eoordination body

bfrﬁught out a pruceﬁniun in the city demﬁnding
implementation of the People’s Court Verdict on Golam Azam yesterday.

— Star photo

Wheat production exceeds |

Construction
work of bridge

'Violence-free
campus needed
for peaceful
academic arena’

. RAJSHAH! Oct 22: Vice
Chancellor eof Rajshahi
University Profl Anisur

called upon the students to
devote themselves to their
studies to be worthy citizens of
the country, reports UNB.

He was addressing a [resh-
ers’ function organ-
ised by the RUCSU on Tuesday
at the West administrative
building.

He said, “Youths are the fu-
ture hope of the nation.” They
must equip themselves
through honest and sincere
devotion to studies to shoulder
the future responsibilities of
the country.

He also said viclence [ree
campus was the prerequisite
for the disciplined and peace-
ful academic arena.

RUCSU VP Rezvi Ahmed
and GS Babu urged the fresh-
ers to be the vanguard against
violence keeping themsclves
alool from the direct politics.

They expressed concern
over the recurring violence on
the campus and urged the au-
thorities to take stern mea-
sures inst the evil doers.

A cultural function was held
after the function.

Non-govt teachers'

problems discussed | yy., 44 stresses need for

|

The third meeting of the
high-powered committee
hrumeg carliecr to solve the
problems of the non-govern-
ment teachers and employees
was held at the conference
room of Education Ministry
Shafiul Alam in the chair, re-
ports BSS.

The meeting discussed
matters relating to sanction of
next higher scale for experi-
enced teachers recruitment
rules, promotion and amend-
ment of staffing patterns and
index number for employees in
detail and took some impor-
tant decisions.

The other problems of the
non- ment teachers and
emplo will be discussed in
the next meeting of the com-
mittee.

Among others, members of
the committee : Joint Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Finance
H R Dutta, Joint Secretary of
the Ministry of Establishment
Ahsan Alli Sarker, Director
General of Secondary and
Higher Edocation Prof Eunus
Mia, leaders of Haison commi-
ttee Principal A K M Akhtaru-

rzaman, P'rofl Asadul lloq.

FHotom

BTV

Friday
Morning Session

8:00  Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme su-
mmary

8:10 News in Bangla

8:15  Alor¢ Dishari

8:40 Cartoon: Tecnage Mutant
Ninja Turtles

9:05 Moder Garab Moder Asha

9:35  The Spectacular World of
Guinness Records

10:00 News in English

10:10 Moner Mukurcy

11:10 The Girl from Tomorrow

11:40 Documentary : World Life
on One

12:15 Closing

.g ’.

3:00 ing announcement
|-Quran Programme su-
, Tmary
3:10 Recitation from the Tri-
pitak
3:15  Cartoon
3:40 Movie of the Week
5:10  News in Bangla
5:55  Sports programme: Foot-
H 1
7:05  Malancha
B8:00 News in
8:30 Comedy series : Perfect
Strangers .
9:00 Kichhukshan
10:00 News in English
10:35 Parllament round-up
10:55 LALaw .
11:30 Khabar/The News
11:40 Saturday's programme su-
mmary
11:45 Closing

Metropolitan

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas terday called for
united e of all nations for
lmprm:, the standard of
Itving the people world-
over through alleviating
poverty, reports BSS,

Speaking as the chiefl guest
al a seminar on World Peace,
organised by Lions Clubs
International at a city hotel,
the President said the devel-
oped nations and the interna-
tional agencies must play an
important role in the
of unity of the nations for fight-
ing out poverty, hunger and
discases.

Canadian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Emile Gauvreau spoke on the
occasion as Lthe special guest,
while Deputy Resident
Representative of the United
Nations Development Fund
(UNDP) Winston Temple pre-
sented a key-note speech on
World Peace.

Presided over by District
Governor MG Morshed, the
scminar was addressed, amo
others, by Lion Regfona
Chairman Igbal Hossain Khan
and Lion leader Jalal Ahmed.

Dwelling on world peace,
President Bi-u said world

peace was hrﬁ:y de pendent
on Lhe ‘smooth building of the

future for the mankind. It
needed consolidation of the
friendly ties, confidence and
[aith among the nations, he
added

President Biswas said a
deep sense of love the
people with an outlook of ser-
vice, the present world could
be turned into a place of peace.

President Biswas said when
there was gfMuence of re-
sources in one part of the
world there was heart render-
ing cry for food of the hu
people on the other. In s a
situation the nations
mus! stand beside the develop-
ing and undeveloped nations,
he said and added that inter-
national assistance and coop-
eration should be consolidated
in the fight against natural
calamitics as well as man-
made problems

The President said all na-
tions irrespective of the eco-
nomic status must play a posi-
tive role in promoting human
civilisation. Because, man is
the custodian of prosperity
and a peaceful atmosphere in
an important factor in this
connection.

Dwel on the situation in
Bangladesh, President Biswas
said the country was striving
for meeting the basic needs of

maintaining pleasant
atmosphere 1n all fields

Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul! Huda
Thursday underlined the need
for maintaining a congenial
and pleasant atmosphere in all
ficlds to bufld up the children
as worthy citizens of the eoun-
try, BSS.

He urged all quarters to
supplement the government
efforts in maintaining political,
social and natural environment
to present the nation's future
generation a bright future.

The minister was address-
ing as chief guest the inaugural
function of a three-day paint-
ing exhibition on environment
and a prize-giving ceremony at
the United Nations Infor-
mation Centre (UNIC) here in
the afternoon.

Barrister Huda said a peace-
ful atmosphere in all ficlds was
a must for a nation's journey
towards peace and progress.

He said the country was

now being run by a democrati-
cally elected government and
it would welcome any cfforts
by any quarter to brighten our
national atmosphere.

The Information Minister
also described as timely the
exhibition on environment and
lauded the performance of par-
ticipants at the exhibition.

The painting competition,
organised by the UN organisa-
tions in Bangladesh in obser-
vance of the United Nations
Day, was open to all students of
Dhaka city area.

Out of the total 350 paint-
ings from 38 schools, 20 en-
tries were awarded for their
best performance. The
Information Minister dis-
tributed prizes among the
winners. - .
. Charles Larsimont, UNDP
Resident Represcntative - in
Dhaka, also spoke on the occa-
sjon.

:1.39 lakh tons of
rice collected

RAJSHAHI, Oct 22: About
4.39 lakh tons of rice have
been collected so far in 16 dis-
tricts of Rajshahi division un-
der Irri-Bore rice procure-
ment drive this season, re-
ports UNB,

The target has exceeded by
1,600 tons and the procure-
ment was stopped -on October
10 due to lack of space in the

godowns.

Meanwhile, about 74,500
metric tons of rice and about 2
lakh tens of wheat had been
distributed since September
last under palli rationing, VSD
card, test relief works and ur-
gent food assistance pro-

gramimecs.

Painting show of
Abdul Hai

from Sunday

By Staff Correspondent
A week-long painting exhi-
bition of eminent artist Abdul
Hai will he held at La Galerie,
54 Kemal Ataturk Avenue,

Banani from Sunday (Oct 25).

Dr Jalaluddin Ahmed,

Chairman, Bangladesh Public
Service Commission will inau-
gurate the show at 5-30 pm.
The exhibition will remain
open from ® am to 8 pm ev-

eryday.
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BCSS meet
Sunday

A meeting of the executive
committce of Bangladesh
Chalachhitra Sangbadik Samity
(BCSS) will be held on October
25 at the office of "The Weekly
Gano Adalat,” 9, DIT Avenue at
4:00 pm, reports UNB.

All members have been re-
quested to attend the meeting
on time.
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Biswas calls for united efforts
to improve standard of iving

87,000 tons shrimps
produced in last
fiscal year

Some B7.000 metric tons of
shrimp was in the

country in the last fiscal year,

the like food, clothes, Fishertes and Livestock

shelter, medicare and educa-
tion.

“We have nearly attained
self-reliance in food produc-
tion®, the President said and

Minister Abdullah Al-Noman
wid parllament yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

| r in increasing food pro-
duction. He also thanked the
friendly countries and inter-
national agencies for their co-
operation in the process of our
achicving self-relfance in food
production.

in his speech, the Canadian
High Commissioner, Emile
Gauvreau, said mutual trust and
conflidence among the nations
in terms of meeting the basic
needs of the mankind globally
could ensure the process of
peace In the present day
world

In his key-note s h,
Winston Temple called -
verting heavy expenditure on
military and nu-:ﬁnr butid-up
by the loped nations to
remove the suflferings and

poverty of the people.

A well-groomed young lady with pleasant personality lo
work for an English daily newspaper on attractive retainer-

cum-commission basis. Minimum qualification: "O” level or
equivalent. Must be fluent in English & Bangla. Apply with

complete Bio-Data and a recent passport size photograph 1o :
The Advertiser, GPO Box No : 3257, Dhaka, by 31 October, 1992

Envelopes must be marked "Collection Executive” D-582
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Tender for
700 M. tons of Soda Ash (Heavy)

Managing Director, USMANIA GLASS SHEET
| FACTORY Ltd., Kalurghat I/A, Chittagong-4212
invites sealed offers for supply of 700 (seven hundred)
M. Tons of SODA ASH (heavy) against tender No.
Sheet Glass/Pur/1.20/92-93/- (20) on C&F (C)
Chittagong basis under WES or any suitable source of
| finance. Tender documents will be available from the
factory office at Kalurghat I/A, Chittagong, from the
| Controller of Accounts, BCIC, BCIC Bhaban, 30-31,
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka and from the General Manager,
| BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong on
| payment of Tk. 500.00 (five hundred) only per set.
Tender will be received up to 12-00 Noon on 10-11-92
at UGSF Lid. in the Chamber of Addl Chief Manager
| (Purchase) and will be opened immediately. Eamest
| money 1%. _ﬂ
| No tender will be sold on the opening day.
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10 lakh tons : Shamsul

Food Minister Shamsul
Islam said the gov-
ernment had given utmost im-

for the rapid and

mﬁ“‘-‘" of indus-

trial units in the country, re-

ports BSS.
He said all-out efforts were

being made so that the en-
trepreneurs of small industries
could run their units smoothly.
The minister was address-
ing a conference of the newly
formed Bangladesh Roller
Flour and Ata Millers
Association at the National
Press Club auditorium here.
Presided over by the con-
venor of the association, Prof
Mofizur Rahman, the function

was also addressed by State .

Minister for Environment,
Forest, Fisheries and Livestock

Gayeswar Chandra Roy, Food

Secretary Irshadul Haq and
former secretary and member
of the Planning Commission
Mohammad Sirajuddin as the
special guests.

Shamsul Islam said the total
uction of wheat this year
exceeded 10 lakh tons.

nt is.encourag-
the farmers for increased
wheat production, he said
adding if the current pace of
yield could be maintained, de-
pendence on abroad for wheat
would come down to zero
within the next few years.

The

He assured the flour and ata
mill owners of supplying wheat
at fair price. He also asked
them to determine their profit
considering the purchasing
capacity of the common peo-
ple.

over Balu river
begins

The construction work of
the 280 feet RCC bridge on the
Balu river at Chanpara near
Demra bazar started yesterday,
reports BSS.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday inaugu-
rated the drilling work by un-
veiling the plaque.

ani cltiirlnlttd cost of the
bridge which will be 14 feet
wide is about Taka one crore.
The bridge will be completed
within the next six months.

On completion the bridge
will help improve transport
and communication condition,
industrialisation, housing, land
use and marketing of agricul-
tural products. It will also facil-
itate socio-economic condition
and living standard of the peo-

le of Rupgan| thana and
F}cmmlndu.u-nlinm directly.

By Staff Correspondent

Light or moderate rain or shower is likely to occur over
- the regions of Chittagong, Noakhali, Sylhet and Mymensingh
during the next 24 hours commencing 6 am today (Friday).

The Met office forecasts, weather may remain mainly dry
with partly cloudy sky elsewhere over the country.

Day temperature is likely to rise by one to two degree
Celsius across the country. The Met o forecasts of a dry
weather to prevail in the country within two days. )

The maxfmum temperature of 33.0 degree Celsius was
reported from Satkhira yesterday (Thursday) and the mini-
mum of 20.5 degree was reported from both Dinajpur and
C . -

The sun sets today Friday at 5.26 pm and rises tomorrow
Saturday at 6.00 am. The maximum and the minimum tem-
perature and humidi of some of the major cities and towns
of the country yutzrzy were:

Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Celstus

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 30.2 23.0 _ﬁ ;:
hi 30.2 23.5

: w 31.2 20.8 Bl 85
Khulna 30.5 22.2 83 B8O
Sylhet 30.0 23.2 61 80
Cox’s Bazar 20.8 23.0 87 86
Barisal ' 20.8 23.0 80 20
w
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BANGLADESH BLADE FACTORY LTD.
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)

Use and enjoy
the smooth touch and
a manly look.



