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President assents

to two bills

The President has assented

to two bills passed by the par-
Hament in its current session.

m are the Bangladesh
University Bill. 1992
and the Bangladesh Open
Uniw:m:y Bill, 1992, reports

Apanmg‘ets Best
Actress Award

CALCUTTA, Oct 21: Noted
film actress and director, Ms

her profound happiness at be-
ing hompured with Best
Actress Award for the Bengali
film “Mahaprithibi® at the
cleventh Tashkent film festival.
Ms Sen told PTI
“undoubtedly | am very glad on
recent of the news since | had

By DMCH Correspondent

A school peon who sus-
tained scvere burn injuries at
Chankharpool in the city
Tuesday succumbed o his in

sustained burn injuries while
he was cooking in a room at

Chﬂhhupunl Primary School
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Unanimity remains elusive

Parliament last night adop-
ted a resolution ‘strongly’ pro-
testing the so-called Opera-
tion Push Back terming it
inhuman and expressing hope
that India would stop the
'fllegal’ action immediately.

The resolution, adopted by
the House was moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Huuse
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury.

Two other resolutions, mo-
ved by Awami League chief

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina and Jatiya Party
leader Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury, condemning the Indian
action, however, fell flat.

The Treasury bench resolu-
tion was passed by 161 votes
with 18 from the Jamaat-e-
Islami.

- The resolution moved by
Hasina secured 67 votes with
lone Ganotantri Party MP
Suranjit Sengupta supporting
it while another resolution

PM has surrendered
to India : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina last night
said Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia had 'surrendered’
to New Delhi during her May
26-28 trip to the country by
"admitting that a large number
of Bangladesh citizens are ille-
gally staying in India”,

"Bangladesh never admitted
such an allegation, rather for
the last twenty years Bang-
ladesh has termed this Indian
plea unrealistic and illogical,”

the leader of the Opposition
told newsmen, pointing to the
controversial 11th para of the
joint communique, just after
the House adopted a resolution
on the Operation Push Back.

In the House, she moved a
resolution that, apart [rom
condemning the Indian move,
called for scrapping of the para
that she said gave birth to the

problem.
See Page 12 Col 5

moved by Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury obtained votes of

20 JP MPs present in the
House.

The Communist Pnrt_-,r of
Bangladesh (CPB) abstained
from taking part in the voting
while Maolana Obaidul Hoque
of Islami Oikkya Jote and
Shajahan Siraj of Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) and Sala-
uddin Kader Chowdhury of Na-
tional Democratic Party (NDP)

Hasina's views on

Clause 11 of joint
communique not
acceptable : FM

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman last night
said all the parties in the Jatiya
Sangsad were of the opinion

JS resolution resents
India's 'push-back’

that "Indian Push-in Oper- |

ation,” was unjustified and

against all diplomatic norms
and practices, reports BSS,
Briefing newsmen after the
resolution on 'Indian Push-in
Operation’ was passed by the
Sangsad, the Foreign Minister
See Page 12 Col 1

Bangladesh Chhatra Union protesting Indian push in operation in front of the Indian High

Commission in mty yesterday.

— Star photo

were absent in the House.
Shajahan Siraj, when con-

tacted, however, expressed his

solidarity with the resolution
moved by Sheikh Hasina.

The Treasury bench resolu-
tion passed by the House
termed the Indian 'Operation
Push Back' as ‘illegal, inhu-
man’ and ‘contrary to the
diplomatic norms.

E‘.xprcnlng deep concern’

See Page 12 Col 1

Jyoti govt
resents
push back
'at random’

CALCUTTA, Oct 21: The
West Bengal government has
taken strong note of the
Centre's way of sending back
people, reports PTI.

Described as ' eshis’
‘at random' through the state's
international border without
consulting the state adminis-
tration about the 'push-back’
process, according to the

See Page 12 Col 2
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By Sabir Mustafa

. No sooner had the Battle of
Push-Back and Clause 11

ended, than the War of the
Mighty Hugs lot going in
carnest

There was a definite lull
before the ferocious storm.
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, not exactly famous
for his control over the House,
was reading out various notices
given by members.

It all began when Panni be-
gan to read an adjournment
notice given by Awami League
member Shamsul Huq from
Mymensingh, in which the AL

See Page 12 Col 3

Production in domestic
industries declines

A quarterly review of the
country s economic situation
revealed that overall trend in
the micro sectors continued to
remain destabilised with de-
cline in production nearly in
all domestic market oriented
industries.

Except pharmaceuticals.
fertilizer and petroleum prod-
ucts, industrial production in
July-September period of
1982-93 showed a declining
growth compared to the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious fiscal, said the review of
the Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) made avaiflable to UNB
yesterday (Wednesday).

It is —6.07 per cent for jute
goods, —22.47 per cent for
cotton ilcxtiles, —4] per cent
for cement and —14.91 per

cent for cigarettes.

Fertilizer, steel and paper
products have, however, grown
significantly registering
growth of 30.39 per cent, 79
per cent and 24.23 per cent
respectively.

The review referred to a
survey, conducted by the
chamber, which revealed
smuggling, market shrinkage,
labour unrest, power faflures
and increasing cost of imports
lo be the leading factors affect-
ing the industrial growth.

All the 83 entreprencurs
representating different sec-
tors, including those from ex-
port industries, interviewed by
MCCI1, expressed the common
view that lack of coordination
between the economic min-
istries and agencies was posing
serious difficulties in the eco-

nomic f{ront.

"Everyone stated that lack
of coordination was not only
defeating government's busi-
ness-irendly policles but also
giving mixed signals to the
business community making
them hesitant to take any ini-
tiatives,” the MCCI review said
quoting the survey.

The chamber observed that
although export sector fetched
620.25 million US dollars dur-
ing the July-September quar-
ter, almost equalling the target
for the period, the export in-
dustries have been further
marginalised by competitors
from the neighbouring coun-
tries,

Owners of the export indus-
tries complained of harass-
ment by the customs authori-

See Page 12 Col 7

PASADENA (Calif), Oct 21:
If Bush, Clinton or Perot won 'l
do, there are hundreds more
presidential candidates out
there with a distinct agenda
for America’s future, reports
AP.

Kip Lee stresses the need
for global friendship and puts
his trust in intergalactic trav-
eler Commander Ashtar.
Kenneth E Klammer has a plan
to solve "89 per cent of the se-

H-:hnd and -wife artists
Ruth Honegger and Marino
Pascal have dedicated a eon-

ceptual art show to the more
than 250 candidates who have
registered with the Federal
Election Commission, the only
official requirement to run for
the nations’' highest office.

There's no Aling fee.

The couple asked all candi-
dates 1o send In a photo and a
statement, and t 112 re-

time Ross Perot did.
m::lftt!m he was a -

— and hasn't -
Frlnhﬂrl:rn-ﬂmht:lh-n:n-

literature. ‘

le several candidates are
clearly loopy, "they're all seri-
ous, on some level” about gov-
ernment, Ms. Honegger said.

"Idnnt-nntﬂmhemnl
joke,” she said. “A lot of
risked a lot, spent a lot of

myuﬂruhﬂtlﬂrfnnl
lies in the process.”

Only President Bush, Bill
Clinton, Perot and Andre
Marrou of the Libertarian
will appear on the Nov, lmm
in all 50 states. Nineteen
candidates on at
one state , said Richard

'Revolving fund'
for loans to
jute, tea

sectors likely

By Sohel Manzur

The government has agreed
in principle to create a

revolving fund' for providi
loans to the entrepreneurs o
jute and tea sectors in simple
terms and conditions, accord-
ing to Commerce Ministry
sources.

The final decision in this
regard would be taken at a
meeting of the Parliamen
Standing Committee to be ﬂ
on October 29, the sources
sadd.

The fund was planned to be
raised mainly from the out-
standing COMPEX (compen-
sation for loss In ex
carnings] fund that was
fou with the financial as-
sistance of European
Community (EC), the sources

See Page 12 Col 6
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orm creates
panic in

coastal areas

From Qur Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 21: Panic

gripped this coastal tourist
town Wednesday as intensified

storm packing a maximum

speed of 60 kilometre per
hour was approaching towards

the coast and could hit early
Thu ;

Low-lying areas of the Cox's
Bazar, offshore islands and
char areas would be inundated
by storm surges whipped up to
2-3 feet above the no as-
tronpmical tide at 3 am
Thursday when the storm
would hit the coast, a Met of-
fice special bulletin said in

Dhaka Wednesday midnight.
Standing crops and kutcha

houses are likely be
by the surge and high winds,
weathermen forecast.

The deep depression over
the Bay which was veering to-
wards the Khulna region sud-
denly changed its course and

started moving towards the

Cox's Bazar coast.
Many of some
panic stricken
Kutubdia, Moheshkhali, Ukia,
Teknaf and Cox's Bazar Sadar
Upazila left their homes and

See Page 12 Col 1

WB prescribed reforms
in jute sector begin
from next fiscal

By S Y Bakht

The jute sector reform pro-
gramme recommended by the
World Bank (WB) is scheduled
to begin during the next fiscal
year, according to Jute
Minister AS M Hannan Shah.

As part of the assistance to
the sector, the bank proposed
a comprehensive reform pro-
gramme — jule sector restruc-
turing project — covering the
jute manufacturing industry
with the basic objective to
eliminate the substantial dif-
ference, 42 per cent in 1990-
91, between the export price
and unit production costs of
jute products.

"We are in agreement with
the bank's rcvummcndatinna
on all points except one,

and deregulating the sector.

The minister noted that the
bank suggested reducing the
surplus looms — about 35 per
cent — and the surplus man-
power which stood at 25 per
cent as of July 1991.

The excess "manpower
would be reduced under a vol-
untary separation programme.
The minister noted that the
programme had already been
initiated at the Bangladesh

1,50,000
people of

Jute Mills Corporation and a

total of 13,700 workers went
on volun retirement du
1991-92. Another 2,000
leave under the programme
November this y;r 54
Hannan Shah pointed out
that due to steps already. initi-

ﬂudﬁnhﬁﬁ“ﬁﬂ"ﬁwﬂiﬂ?mmm

jute sector, the minister said.

The total outstanding debts
of the jute sector to the na-
tionalised commercial banks
stood at Taka 3200 crore as of
December 1990,

Talking to The Daily Star,
Hannan Shah said that once
this issue was resolved the
whole programme could take
off the ground. An agreement
on the three-year reform pro-
gramme is likely to be signed
between the government an
the bank next month. A WB
team is expected to arrive on
November 15.

The two main policy planks
recommended by the bank are
downsizing the existing mills

some jute mills had been low-
ered to an extent. At the
Eastern Jute Mills, as of August
1992, the production cost
metric ton of hessian s at
Taka 37,246, for sacking Taka
24,822 and for CBC Taka
42,800 as against Taka 47,565
for hessian,
sacking and Taka 48,278 for
CBC during 1991-92.

Similar reduction in pro-
duction costs were also fe-
ved at the Quomi Jute Mills in
Sirajganj and the Platinum
Jute Mills in Khulna.

The number of man hour
required to produce one met-
ric ton of jute goods has also
been reduced in some jute

See Page 12 Col 3

' Dacoits loot twenty

trucks, two buses

SAVAR, Oct 21: Dacoits
s worth about Tk
ten lakh from 20 trucks and 2
passenger buses near Mad-
habpur on Nabinagar-Kaliakoir
road today, reports UNB.

Police said, a gang of da-
coils stopped the vehicles
making barricade on the high-
way at 5 am and looted for
more than an hour all the valu-
ables of the passengers and
those on the trucks.

They also injured ten in-
cluding passengers and truck
drivers, who were later admit-
ted to a nearby health complex
but released after first aid.

However, the miscreants
made good to their escape be-
fore police rushed to the spot.

ln Sylhet, inmates of a
house in the town were made
unconscious by their maid to
let a gang of dacoits enter and

loot away valuables Tuesday
night.

A newly appointed maid al-
legedly mixed poison with the
meal which she prepared for
all the six mem E:eru of the
family living at house no-144
in Ambarkhana area.

The inmates, after taking
the meal, fell into deep sleep
when the dacoits nudc theirt
way into the house and looted
the valuables.

Tenant of the house found
all the six members of the
house in deep sleep keeping
doors and windows open when
he went there after finding an
abnormal silence in his land-
lord’s flat.

The victims were rushed to
a local clinic this moming and

were yet to gain their con-

sciousness till writing of this
report at 8.30 pm.

‘Delhi must maintain its

N-capability for safety’

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: India
has to maintain its nuclear ca-
pability to produce atomic
weapons for ‘some more time'
for geopolitical reasons, a
prominent scientist was

mui--rmltndq reports

"J\ point of safety where nu-
rbllltr could be dis-
mlntlt has not been
reached,” M R Srintvasan, for-
mer chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission, said, the
Press Trust of India (PT1) re-
ported.

Srinivasan told an Inde-
French science seminar near
the southern city of Madras
that the break-up of the Soviet

Union had created many nu-
clear-capable states '‘on our
doorstep,’ PT1 said.

He also cited the 'rise of
Islamic fundamentalism’ as a
factor for India to retain its
capability to produce nuclear
weapons for ‘some more time
to come.’

' Indu: exploded an atomic
demm In 1974, fts nu-
c elplhlw. t since then
has claimed to have harnessed
nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes. :

It has neot the
Nuclear Non- iferation
Treaty, ¢ that the
discrimi in favour

clear power states.
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Haj pilgrims to
be sent only
under official

management

The government has de-
cided to send people to
next seasory only under
management, an official hand-
out said yesterday, reports
BSS.

It was decided at an inter-
ministerial meeting on
management yesterday wi
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman in the
chair, the handout said, adding
the decision was taken with a
view to ensuring more f[acili-
ties to the pilgrims.

The meeting recommended
to fix the plane-fare of pilgrims
next season at 41 thousand
taka considering the financial
condition of the people.

The meeting also recom-
mended to send a five-member
advance team that will include
a Member of Parliament to
Saudi Arabia to contact with
Saudi officials and agencies for
ensuring better accommoda-
tion and other huﬂiuu for the
pilgrims.

Sarbaharaman
killed in
gunbattle

JESSORE, Oct 21: A
Sarbahara Party activist was
killed and six others, including
a policeman, were injured in a
filerce gunbattle at a village in
Baghapara thana early today,
reports UNB.

Police seized luge arms and
ammunition and captured two
gunmen after an huur-bnﬂ:rl:-
counter with the Sarba
outlaws at village Bashuari.

Shafiuddin Mollah [30) was

down on the spot. The
g:;y nltnth:lhd-r

ullnurulllﬂ

St

afﬂmﬁ.ﬁlnh-ﬂtth«e

outlaws were allegedly claim-
ing toll from the Ghosh at
about 3 am.

Five wounded Sarbahara-
men were taken away by their
comrades who sneaked out
while two were nabbed unhurt.
They were named Gokenuswar
and Wahed.

Mostafiz leaves

for Lahore today

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman leaves
Dhaka today for Lahore to be-
gin his ‘10-day tour to four
SAARC countries as special
emissary of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, reports

UNB.

During his stay in the four
South Asian capitals,
will extend official invita
to heads of the state and the
government of the SAARC
countries for the 7th summit
of the forum due in Dhaka
carly December.

Official sources in Dhaka
said ste the
Hinli{:r wil prn:udrﬂd.l;
Islamabad on to de-
liver invitation to Pakistan
Prime Minister Mian Newnj
Sharif.

He will fly into New Delhi
from Islamabad on October 25
lo deliver the invitation to
Inditan Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao.

During his sojourn in New
Delhi, the F Minister is
expected to discuss with
Indian leaders the bilateral is-
sues, ;rﬁuuhrbr the burmning
issue of "push in operation”
Indian BSF. i

Mostafiz is scheduled to
to’ Kathmandu on October 2
to extend invitation to King
Birendra of the Himh;u

Kingdom of Nepal.
Air ticket sale

agents falls as
continue strike

By Staff Correspondent
booking

Air ticket



