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Pro-Arafat activist killed: ssassins

armed with submachine guns killed an activist of PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fatah guerilla faction
Saturday, police reported, AP says from Tyre.

They identified the victim as tlnlnnnd Ali Howeidi, 34,
sald he was gunned down as climbed out of his car in
in suburban Jail ci-Bahr on the outskirts of
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a -lthq car. No one claimed re-
-pnﬁhr the murder.’ !

But said they belicved Howeidi's assassination was
part of the continuing bloody feud between Arafat's loyalists
and terrorist mastermind Abu Nidal's Fatah-Revolutionary

council breakaway faction.
es hit Japanese Island. .
the southern Japanese island of

uakes shook
yesterday, the fifth successive day a strong
hit the area, the meteorological agency said,
Reuter reports from Tokyo.
There were no reports of injury or
The first shock measured four on the le-.m:u scale of
seven and was followed by one measuring five a minute later,
he agency said. A strength-five shock is strong enough to
houses.
said 192 tremors, including minor ones, shook
the remote island in the Okinawa chain in the past 30 days.

Irfiomotejima has a population of about 1,700.

Knesset member off to Tunis: a

Isracli Arab member of the Knesset left Cairo yesterday for
Tunis to meet Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader
Yasser Arafat, challenging an increasingly-flouted law banning
such contacts, Reuter reports from Cairo.

‘Abdul-Wahab Darawshe, leader of the 'Arab Democratic
Party which has two seats in the Knesset, told reporters at
Cairo airport.

“The visit is .;aimed at breaking the encirclement which
Israel tries to impose on the Arab masses inside it and pre-
vent them from their Palestinian Arab brothers”.

"We will have talks with Arafat aimed at supporting the
peace process and strengthening the logical and courageous
positions shown by the PLO by its continuing peace talks with
the Israeli delegation,” he added.

ROK teacher commits suicide: »

46-year-old middle school teacher has killed hersell in
remorse for inflicting corporal punishment on a student,
police said Sunday, AP reports from Seoul.

Chun Young-ac, a teacher at a Seoul middle school, died
Smn:u:: after jumping from her seventh-floor apartment, po-

In a suicide note, Chun apologized to the parents of a stu-
dent who suffered a crack in his arm bone after she punished
him with a baton last month.

Along with five other classmates, the student was caught
playing poker during her class.

Corporal punishment is widespread at schools in South
Korea, where the Confucian tradition of high respect for
teachers is still strong.

Blast kills one in West Bank: vom:

blew up an IsracH van in the occupied West Bank on Saturday
night, killing one passenger and serifously injuring two others,
offlicial military sources said, AP reports from Tel Aviv.

It appeared to be the latest in a series of Palestinian at-
tacks that killed two Israeli farmers last week.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin ascribed the latest vialence
partly to Palestinian disenchantment with the Arab-lsraeli
peace talks resuming in Washington on Wednesday.

The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity pending
final assessment of the casualty toll, said the explosion oc-
curred on the road 10 the Jewish settlement of Mattityahu, in
the Ramallah region. They did not say how many people were
in the van.

L - [ ]
Violence claims 4 in Algeria: cu.
men killed a ‘police commissioner, his wife and two officers
as they sat in a car Saturday, a bloody attack following
successes claimed by authorities in breaking up armed
Islamic terror groups, AP reports from Algiers.

Police said that the four victims were sitting in a car near
the Bab el-Oued slum of Algiers, a stronghold of the banned
Islamic Salvation Front. The identities of the gunmen and
other details were not disclosed.

More than 200 police officers and soldiers have been
killed by armed Islamic groups since the military seized
powef in January and cancelled parliamentary elections that
the fundamentalist Salvation Front, then a legal party, was

TH

winning.

Lankan press demands
action against Tigers

COLOMBO, Oct 18: The Shri carnage.

LLankan press Sunday de-
manded action against
Tamil gueri responsible for
a massacre of 166 people and
said the killings showed that
the militants were uninter-
ested in a political settlement,
reports AFP.

There was no altermative to
fighting the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam(LTTE) to de-
fertd civilians in multi-ethnic
eastern province where 146
Muslim villagers and 20 secu-
rity men were killed Thursday,
the Sunday Island said.

"A tremedously difficult
task, but one which the gov-
ernment cannot shy away
from,” the Island said while
lamenting that no one in the
administration was taking po

Htical mEnllhllltr for th:

Another privately owned
weckly, the Sunday Times,
echoed similar sentiments and
proposed that civillans be
armed to protect themselves
against attacks from the LTTE.

"A basic responsibility of the
government is to protect its
citizens.

. There have been far too
many and far too costly faflures
in this regard and it is time
that drastic and decisive action
is taken," the Times said.

The state-run Sunday
Observer reproduced an edito-
rial used in its sister paper,
the Daily Observer Friday, de-
manding that Human Rights
ﬂrglnlsaunnn condemn the

International

PDA to launch anti-govt' campaign tomorrow

Islamabad plans political

package for Sind

hhhtuﬂmum
Saturday it was planning a

p-
litical package for troubled
Sind province before pulling

back troops now [ighting
crime there, reports Reuter.

Petroleum and Natural
Resources Minister Nisar Ali

Khan told reporters the politi-
cal package and an administra-

tive [ramework were bcinf

worked out at the highest leve
to fill in the vacuum after the
's withdrawal. But he gave
tails.
Opposition parties regard
the present Sind government

of chiel Minipter Muzafllar
Hussain Shah as unconstitu-
tional, it has loat control
of the provincial after
the main group in his coalition
resigned its parliamentary
scals.

But Shah, a political ally of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
says he still enjoys a majord
in the assembly in which n.ty
tional opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) is the
largest single group.

Bhutto said on Friday the
PPP-led People’'s Democratic
Alllance [PDA) would launch a

nationwide anti-government

cam [rom

Nisar said the thr:lt
showed PDA's ‘“political
bankru and lack of direc-
tlon o

phudth:mmm
Sind and was ready to pull
back to barracks.

But it said it would stay on if
its leadership®, and told by the government, which

added it would meet the fate of had ordered the campaign

two previous [afled attempts.

The PDA says Sharif's 23-
month-old government is the
product of a rigged election in
1990 and wants [resh elec-
tions under a neutral interim
administration. The govern-
ment rejects the rigging
charge and the demand for
elections.

The Pakistani army said
carlter this month it had com-

against banditry, sabotage and
kidnapping last May.

Nisar said the army felt it
had achieved fts “initial objec-
tives® and the t too
had the view t the troops
should be allowed to withdraw.

In May the government or-
dered the army inte rural
Sind, where more than 2,000

, people have been killed in

ethnic, political or criminal
violence since 1986.
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COLOMBIA: Two children walk alongside a street which was split by an earthquake Oct 17.
The earthquake, registered at 6.6 on the Richter Scale, hit northwest Colombia early October
17 leaving some 500 resident of the fishing village homeless. There were no immediate

reports of fatalities.

—AFP/UNB photo

« 5= 4 | Blast at Myanmar

embassy 1n
Thailand

BANGKOK, Oct 18: A bomb
was thrown into the compound
of the Myanmar Embassy early
Sunday but there were no In-
juries and little damage, Thai
police said, reports AP.

The bomb, thrown over a
wall at about 3am (2000 GMT
Saturday), broke one window
and made a hole 90 centime-
ters (35 Inches) wide and 20
centimeters (8 inches] deep in
the ground, Channel 7 televi-
sion quoted police as saying,

None of the three police-
men posted outside the em-
bassy wall saw anything, but a
political motive was suspected
in the attack, the television
added, quoting an unnamed
police officer.

It was the third time in re-
cent years that an explosive
device has gone off In the em-
bassy grounds, Damage has
been light on each occagion.

Quake victims teargassed in Cairo

CAIRO, Oct. 18: Around
5,000 people left homeless by
a killer earthquake demon-
strated in Cairo and Giza.

-Police used tear gas and fired

shots in the air to disperse one
group of protestors, reports
AP,

About 1,000 de trators
in the Bulaq area of downtown
Cairo, site of two major state-
owned newspapers, Al-Ahram
and Al-Akhbar, toock to the
streets Saturday, burning tires
and throwing stones at street
lights, shop windows and at an
old building of Al-Akhbar.

Police denied there were
clashes with the demanstra-
tors in Boulaq, which is also
the site of Cairo Radio and
Television building. But re-

porters who went to the scene

said the smell of tear gas lin-
gered in the air,

At least six truckloads of

riot police and two armoured
personnel carriers guarded the
area.

Mj. Gen. Bahaa Eddine
Ibrahim, the Interfor Ministry
spokesman, sald Calro was
calm and qufet but stopped
short of denying there were
clashes.

AT 1Kottt ‘Satro 1s

now quiet,” Ibrahim said. He
said Prime Minister Atef Sedki
was to issue a statement later,
and declined further com-
ment.

The official Middle East
News Agency quoted a senior
security official admitting that
clashes took place, but insist-
ing that the situation is com-
pletely under control. He said
there was no loss of lives, in-

*juries or important damage.

It quoted Maj. Gen. Reda
Abdel-Aziz, an assistant to the
interior minister as saying that

- some lecnagers were respon-

sible for the riots and that 50
of them have been arrested.

Following a Cabinet meet-
ing, information Minister
Safwat el-Sherif alleged that
extremist elements were ex-
ploiting the situation, inciting
o and des tio

B Bl did ot b,
but he was lppnrc-ntly refer-
ring to Muslim extremists.

The demonstrators were
protesting alleged government
foot-dragging in providing help
and housing.

Earlier Saturday, about
1,000 men and women gath-
ered near Sedki's office in
downtown Cairo, angrily de-
manding help five days after
the earthquake. Three truck-
loads of riot police stood
nearby but did not intervene.

"Oh Mubarak, son of shame,
Gather up your shame, Gather

up your children from the
streets,” chanted some ol the

protestors.
One female protestor, Fayza

Ahmed Hamdi, bitterly com-
plained: "I have been in the
street for five days. | have five
children, and we have recetved

no tents, no shelter, nothing.”

People's Assembly or Parlia-
nt, Abdel-Ahad Gamal El-
n, met with the protestors

in the courtyard of a nearby
government building and

HeNTBisn, "across the  Nile

from the capital, 3.000 wvil-

lagers left hnnmlcas protested

at a provincial headquarters.
Since Monday, when the

eart ake measured at 5.9 on
the chter scale rocked
Egypt, people made homeless

by the quake have complained
of official dithering and red

tape.

Yeltsin agrees
to postpone
7th congress

MOSCOW, Oct 18: President
Boris Yeltsin has accepled a
proposal [rom the
Constitutional Commission to
postpone the seventh congress
of the People’'s Deputies from
December 1 to at least next
March, reports AFP.

ITAR-Tass news agency re-
ported that Yeltsin endorsed
the proposal Friday.

The decision, which must
be approved by parliament, is
officially blamed on delay in
preparing Russia's new consti-
tution.

The text of the constitution
must not be unitary (overly
centralist) in style. This pro-
vokes an epidemic reaction in
the republics, fuels distract
toward Russia, weakens the

| Russian federation.

10 Indian actors
sentenced in UAE

ABU DHABI, Oct 18: Ten
Indian actors sentenced to’ six
year in jail in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on charges of
blasphemy will appeal the
verdict, court sources said
Saturday, reports AFP,

The actors, all Hindus from
Kerala, were sentenced last
week for having insulted both

Islam and Christianity in a re- ,

cent play. They are to be de-
ported after completing their
jail terms.

"Yes they have decided to
appeal,” one source said. "They
hope the sentence will be re-
duced or abolished.”

The actors were given 15
days to appear before the court
ofl app enl by Judge Abdul
Rahman Ibn Taleea, who is-
sued the verdict against them.

Vasudeyan Pillai, a Kerala-

based writer who adapted the
play into Hindi, was also sen-
tenced in absentia to six years
in prison.

But in a statement issued
Friday in Kerala he denied
writing the play and said he
would seek legal protection
from the according to Indian
sources here.

Entitled "ants feast on
corpses,” the play opens with
three corpses lying on the
stage. A villager asks if he can
eat one ol the corpses, which
scholars who saw a videotape
said represented the Prophet
Mohammed (SM). The other
two corpses were Jesus Christ
and Karl Marx.

It was staged at the Indian
association in S 1 for two
consecutive days in May,

Perez seeks UN
recognition for

'Fourth World'

PARIS, Oct 18: Former UN
Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cuellar launched an appeal
Saturday for an annual day to
recognize the Earth's poorest
people, the so-called ‘Fourth
World', reports AP.

In a taped message broad-
cast around the world by Radio
France Internationale, Perez
de Cuellar asked the -United
Nations to officially recognize
October 17 as World Rejection

of Misery Day.

The message was a high-
light of day-long ceremonies

at the Trocadero plaza near
the Eiffel Tower organized by
ATD Fourth World, a human-

rights organization, and similar

groups in other countries.
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Off the Record

"Go for the million
because you're lucky"

SACRAMENTO, Caltfornia: A nun, who ook a vow of
years ago, has won a million dollars in a lottery or-
MHIMMHCMI-W“H-

I-httr-h-erhln:lddlrfmmhﬂ-ﬁﬂhr
choice of taking 40,000 dollars immediately or

luck to win a milllon dollars.

mmmanulmwhﬂ.-h,
me: go for it. Don't just take the 40,000 dollars. Go for

million because you're lucky.”

NASHVILLE: Country singe

Saturday, serving a two-day

der for cursing her ex-husband in front of theitr children, re-

ports AP

"I am serving this time even though

| feel my freedom of

speech has been viclated, and doubt veryiseriously that any
woman has ever received a similar sentence,” Anderson said
in a statement issued Friday, the day she reported to the
Metro Nashville Jail. She was to be released Sunday.

Circuit Judge

Muriel Robinson Rice sentenced Anderson

last year after ruling the singer violated a court erder by curs-
ing and ridiculing ex-husband Harold (Spook) Stream [l in

front of their children,
Stream,

ing in August.

William Gray
11. The Tennessee Court nf Appeals upheld the rul-

Stream, 13, and Melissa

The order was issued during a IEFJ battle between Stream
and Anderson for custody of the children.

Anderson, 45,
promised you a) Rose Garden.”

is best known for the song "(I Never

It took her 3 yrs to

finish the letter

NEW DELHI: A 20-year-old Indian girl Roopleen, claimed
to have written the longest letter in the world., reports
Xinhua :

The 3.6-kilometer-long letter covers politics, education,

sports, astrology, astronomy, psychology

and science and

gechnology in 1,773,286 words, English daily The Times of

India’ reported today,

The letter consumed | .86 liters of ink and 3.8 liters of

gum. and it took the

girl three years to finish the

The letter will be deltvered to the United States President

George Bush shortly.

Roopleen, who is now in the third year of her course in a
college in Patiala, western state of Punjab, plans to write to
the Guinness Book of Records for recognition of her feat.

Russia selling advanced
arms systems to China

NEW YORK, Oct 18: Russia
is selling missile-guidance
lechnology, rockel engines
and other advanced weapons

systems to China, the New
York Times, quoting US offi-

clials, reported in its Sunday | -
edftdons, ‘repoirts mr«m ~r't Fifo

The exports to Beiji
cause for worry and u :n:'ut
efforts stem the spread of
arms, Bush administration offi-
cials told the newspaper.

The officials said
Washington feared that the ad-
vanced technology would be
re-sold by Beijing to third
world countries.

"You don't know what the
Chinese will do with the stufl
once they get the high-tech
capabilities,” one unnamed of-
ficial was quoted as saying.

Arms [actories and IIﬂHla:y

related institutes have been

forced to seeck export possibil-
ities in the face of a reduction

in military spending and
shortage of hard currency, the

newspaper reported.

p-per that in~ ndiﬂhn to

s, Moscow was selling
technology to the Chinese that
could be used to enrich ura-

nium.

The newspaper said the
administration was worried
that Beijing would use the
technology to improve the de-
sign of its nuclear power
plants, thus making them at-
tractive to third world buytn
and further undermin
forts to stop the spread o
clear arms.

Radical Palestinians
reject councﬂ's vote

TUNIS, Tunisia, Oct.
Radical Palestinians nn
Saturday warned against pursu-
ing peace negotiations with
Israel and sald making a hasty
deal with the Jewish state
would be a scenario for sur-
render, reports AP,

Their protest came after
the 80-member Central
Council of the Palestine
Liberation organization voted
to approve Yasser Arafat's pol-
fcy of continuing to participate
in the talks.

The radicals argued it was
pointless to remain in the pro-
cess when Israel rejects most
Palestinian demands:
Autonomy leading to a state in
the occupied West Bank and
Gaza strip, withdrawal from
the territories occupied in

Two Abu Nidal
men killed
in Lebanon .

SIDON, LEBANON, Oct 18:

Two member of Abu Nidal's

Bosnian army lifts roa

SARAJEVO, Oct 1B: Bosnian
army forces on Sunday mom-
ing removed a blockade on the
main road into the capital, al-
lowing the flow of relief sup-
plies to resume to the needy
population, reports AP.

Troops using an armored
carthmover hed aside the
barrier in a -minute opera
tion, disregarding small arms
fire apparently from
Serbian-held lines — that
struck the earth-moving ma-
chine.

Two UN armored personnel
carriers oversaw the operation
from the city’'s side of the bar-
ricade. Another three waited
on the other side.

The decision made Saturday
to remove the barrier ended a
contest of wills between
Bosnian and UN forces, and
followed afternoon negotia-
tions among government, army
and UN officials.

Gen Mustafa Hajrulahovig,
speaking at Bosnian army
headquarters, said the road

connecting Sarajevo airport to
the city would be clcnred early
Sunday out of concern for the
city's 400,000 residents.
Hajrulahovic said the army
did not retract its accusations
that Serb rebels planned to use
the road to mnunl an armored
attack on government-help

- suburbs, cutting them off from

the rest of the city.

But he said his forces would
install anti-tank weapons and
rely on the United Nations to
ensure that the Serbs do not
violate an nt that the

road not be used for military

s,

UN officials could not be
reached Iimmediately for
comment. Hundreds of tons of
relfefl aild had piled up at
Sarajevo airport while govern-
ment troops and the United
Nations dickered over the
roadblock.

Sarajevo was relatively quiet
after overnight fighting in sev-
eral western suburbs. :

But Croatian radio reported

heavy Serb artillery attacks on
the northern Bosnian towns of
Maglaj and Bihac, where Serb
rebels are trying to expand
their -control of the region.
Much of | was in flames,
the radio said, but there was
no independent confirmation.

At least 14, ﬂg?treople have
died in fighting more than
1 million are homeless since
ethnic Serbs took up arms
against DBosnia's majority
Muslims and Croats, who voted
in February to secede f{rom
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia.

Hundreds of thousands of
people ceuld die of starvation
or exposure as the war heads
into its first full winter, the
United Nations predicted last
month.

In Geneva, Yugoslav Premier

‘Milan Panic, seeking an end to

UN sanctions imposed on his
country for fomenting the
Bosnian war, offered the use of
Yugoslav airports and 100
trucks for the international aid
eflfort.

blockade in Sam]evo
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EARAJEVG‘ A man u-n:hu fﬂ- in the B-npvu cemetery yesterday. Bosnian forces

removed barricades from main linking the city with airport.

::,-::-i

—AFP/UNB photo

Washington.

1967, including east
Jerusalem, and . the right of
refugees to return.

Israel has offered only im-
ited autonomy for the 1.7
Palestinians in the West Bl.nk

and Gaza strip.
Members of one of the
larger PLO factions, the

Democratic Front fur the
Liberation of Palestine, earlier
walked out of the meeting hall
and refused to vote in the final
session of the council.

Saji Salameh, a member of
the group's political bureau,
told a news conference his
group had information the
Palestinian negotiators were
moving toward concluding a
deal with Israel that would not
be favourable for the

Salameh said the mandate
given to the ne tors in
Saturday’s vote would

heuudunmrhuhﬁhﬂn
the alleged deal. But de-

clined to give further details.
"This {s very serfous and ft
aflects the rights and the in-

| terests of millions of our peo-

ple,” he said.

Abu Ali Musafa, a leader of
the Poplar Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, also
claimed a Nawed deal would be
struck at the next round of

talks that begins Wednesday in

He described at

violate our rights...

predict the destructive feonse-
quences of the rift in the
Palestinian arena,” he said.



