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LONDON, Oet 17
Britain's embattled Prime
Minister John Major reckons
that even the dullest football
match can be more exciting
than the alfairs off state, re-
ports AFP. .

Major, writing an article
for “We'll Support
Evermore,” a football book
published on Friday, is frank
about his yearning for the na-
tional sport.

"l also think how tempting
it is to leave the aflairs of

state behind : Even the dear- |

est of 0-0 draws on a wet af-
ternoon in December can
seem attractive in compari-
son to those red government
boxes”™ of cabinet documents,

"When | stand at the
Despatch Box in the House of
Commons, at the receiving
end of a stream of colourful
criticism, | realise how the
Chelsca players must have
felt in the darkest days of |

Ynul

Anand's qu:lck

exit

TILBURG, Netherlands, Oct
17 : Viswanathan Anand, kno-
wn as the [astest player in
world chess, was surprisingly
eliminated from the Interpolis
tournament yesterday in qui-
ekplay tiebreak matches agai-
nst unseeded Russian Sergei
Tribviakov, reports Reuter.

Stunned spectators saw the
fourth-seeded Indian play
faster than ever and lose both
games at the same pace.

Anand had the white pieces
in thE first match and, after a

's'Indian opening, suc-
cumbcd with only 10 minul‘.l:ﬂ
on his clock.

In the second match with
black, Anand's Sicilian game
cracked after 17 moves when
he lost,a pawn and Tiviakov
strolled to victory. |

In contrast, Britain's Nigel
Short, the sixth seed, held his
nerve. Alter two draws in the
30-minute quickplays, he tri-
umphed over Icelander Mar-
geir Petursson in furfous 15
minute games with a win and a
draw.,

Only ejight seeds reached
16-player fourth round
starting on Saturdayswith the
rcturn matches, when players
switch colour, on S and
possible tiebreakers on Mon-

day.

-Top- ed vmﬂy Ivan-
=enuk ol %I’t remained the

- Gamsky "of the United States

|

who won the tournament two

Smyslov posed major Lhrtals.‘
Cuban spikers
out gun CIS

HONG KONG, Oct 17 :
Olympic vol-leyball gold medal-
ists Cuba asserted their world
dominance by defeating the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS) 3-1 in the
100,000 US dollar wo-men
Super Challenge Cup here
Friday, reports AFP.

Cuba fended off a brave

fightback by the CIS to win 15-

10, 13-15, 15-10, 15-12 and
underline their champion
slates.

China whitewashed the
United States 3-0 in an earlier
match in the four-team com-

petition.

in the first competitive out-
ing since the Barcelona
m'ﬂl&yﬁlltﬂppm
Cuba and the CIS fought out a
thrilling duel

f
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| I M Lanka Ravi of India (L) and I M Mahmood Ahmed Lodhi of Pakistan in their ninth

round match of the ninth Dr @ M Hossain International Masters' chess competition at the
NSC conference room yenterday Lodhi beat Ravi. ,

Lodhi gets better of Ravi

Pakistani Inter-
national Mastler
Mahmood Ahmed
Lodhi, the defen-
ding champion of
the Quazi Mota-
hﬂr Hossain International Mas-
ters chess, showed his chess
acumen in the ninth round to
pull off a major victory against
Indian IM Lanka RaW¥i at the
conference room of the Nati-
onal Sports Council yesterday.
The Pathan prankster who
shares the same rating of 2425
with his Indian opponent, re-
sorted to the Budapest gambit.
Ravi made a mistake in the
47th move, Rd1 and there was
no looking back for the
Pakistani who compelled his

opponent to surrender in the
65th move.

Lodhi now has five and a
half points.

FIDE Master Ziaur Rahman
kept his hopes alive for a sec-

ond norm for an IM title when .

he outplayed his depressed
Indian admirer and counter-
part Atanu Lahirl in a game
that lasted 34 moves.

Playing with white, Zia
opened with c4. Lahiri blun-
dered in his 17th move, h6.
Things turned from bad to
worse for the soft-spoken in-
suranceman as he playeﬂ Ne6
in the 29th meowve. r 34

‘nmai:nhmlu

Zia now trails table Irlmdﬂ

“Barcelona's
debt debacle

BARCELONA, Oct 17: City
authorities here will be paying
for the 1992 Olympic Games
until the year 2005, according
to a local newspaper, reports
AFP.

The budget for the two-
week sporting spectacular was
overshot by 22 billion pesctas
1220 million dollars) and the
debts will take 13 years to pay
off instead of seven, the
Catalan paper Avui said.

The report was based on
figures from a special state
body which dealt with the fi-
nancing of the event, the offi-
cial credit institute.

Sports Reporter

Indian IM K Murugan by hall
point, with a tally of seven
points.

Reefat bin-Sattar, national
champion of ladesh, won
his match against Saifuddin
Lavlu of Bangladesh.

FIDE Master Reefat mad:
the most of Laviu's bad 5th
move, Bg4. The Bicilian Alpine
game was over in Reefat's
favour after 20 moves.

Krishnamurth
maintained his lead in the
points table, albeit narrowly,
with a draw with compaltriot
Rahul Shetty. Playing with
white Shetty, the bespectacled
Indian, opened with e4 which
Murugan countered with a
Karocan defence. After 30
moves players settled for a
draw.

Rani Hamid, unable to find
her feet for long in this tour-
nament, joined the club of
'Integer’ with another draw.
This time the former national
champion and PIDE Master
Syed Tahmidur Rahman was

Murugan .

—Star photo

the fall guy: settling for a draw .

after 16 moves.

Rani now has full one point
while Tahmid has three. -

Indian rated player PDS
Girinath forced a draw st
Yemeni IM Hameed Mansour
Qadhi.

The Indian Jack Sprat
opened with e4 which made
@adhi resort to a 4 Knight de-
fence. Girinath, who had two

pawns up, secttled for a draw,

under time pressure, after 60
moves.

Girinath has. four and” hall
poinis while Qadhi has five and
half.

Indian IM Arun Vaidya drew
with Bangladeshi IM Zillur
Rahman Champak. Vaidya
opened with d4. Champak
adopted Queen's gambit ortho-
dox defence. The players set-
tled for a draw after 63 moves.

Vaidya has five points while
Champak now has four.

The match between Jamil
and Khandaker Kayes Hassan
was adjourned.

Fischer, Spassky start Game 21

BELGRADE, Oct
17: Bobby Fisc-
her, angered by
Thursday's de-
feat, hoped - to
defeat Boris Spa

ssky on Saturday in the 2]51';
game of their dirs 5 million

“ehess rematch, reports AP.

With Thursday's win,
Spassky narrowed Fischer's
lead to 7-4 after the two men
played to a grueling draw that
lasted nearly nine hours the
day before. Fischer, who ex-
perts say has not played well
lately, was clearly upset at the
defeat and called Spassky's
triumph “a cute win.”

Spassky, playing black on
Salurday, chose the Sicilian
Defence — Taimanav Variation.

The first player to win 10
games takes the dirs 3.35 mil-
lion first prize, and the loser
gets dirs 1.65 million. Draws
do not count, and there are no
adjournments.

The match started Scpt 2
in the Montencgrin coastal re-
sort ol Sveti Stefan and moved

to Hclgradt at the halfway
point, when Fischer had won

five games.
game is Sunday.

The next
Fischer beat Spassky for the
fonship In

world thess c
1972, but the International
Chess Federation stripped
him of his title in 1975 after
he refused to defend it.

The 49-year-old American
insists the current rematch is
for the world championships,
but it is not sanctioned by the
International Chess Federation.

The match is being played
in defiance of UN sanctions
against Yugoslavia, now com-
prising only Serbia and
Montenegro, for provoking
civil war in the former
Yugoslav republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

The prize money has
put up by Yugoslav business-
man Jezdimir Vasiljevic as part
of ‘his efforts to’ promote
Yugoslavia and the Sveti Stefan
resort, which he has lcased
from the Montenegrin gov-
ernment.

Argentmes meet Saudis in final

RIYADH, Oct 17 :
Argentina prod-
uced ﬂuhcl of
briliance against
Ivery Coast on
Friday in an east
4-0 victory in the Intercontin-
ental Seccer Championship,
reports AP,

They mnow meet host Saudi
Arabia, 3-0 winner over the
United States on Thursday, in
the finals for the King Fahd
Cup.

lvory Coast, which was re-
duced 0 10 men th the last 41
minutes Friday, will vie for the
brqnze with the Americans on

Even with their full com-
plement, Ivory Coast, pupul.lrly
known as "The Elephants,”

‘would have needed a much

better performance to carry
the day. But apart from occa-
sional briliant forays by Olivier
Donald and a strong midfield
display, they were found
wanting.

Their defence left
gaps which the Argentines
explolled Ivory Coast was two
down by the eighth minute and
was always waging an uphtll
battle.

The quick opportunism of
Gabriel Batistuta (Filorentina,
Italy) was a treal Lo savour as

yawning

champion Syeda S

ex-national womens chess

Parveen (Nipa), second

daughter of Syed Abdul Hamin K with Quazi A K M Enamul
Isiam, son of Quazi Abdul Quddus was recéntly solem-

mised in the city.

he struck I‘.he twin blows.

With the Arlentlnu show-
ing imagination :in their
buildups, the Ivory Coast goal
was under a veritable siege in
the first 10 minutes.

Fernando Redonodo
(Tenerife, Spain) worked the
ball lhmugh a clustered mid-
dle before switching it to the
right where Diego Simeone
[Sevilla, Spain) relayed the ball
lo the top of the box. Batistuta
was guick on it with his first-
timer in the back of the net.

Even before the Africans
could recover, the Argentines
swarmed with repeated raids
and after a sustained melee in
the (ront of the ., Batistuta
showed his quic and an-
licipation again with a low
grounder off a Jose Villarreal
in the 8th minute.

The Argentines cased up
the pace a bit, and Ivory Coast
picket up steam from there
on, with the Africans repeat-
edly winning the piotracted
midfield battles.

But the Argentine defence
stood rock solid.

Ivory Coast was found
wanting in direction — es
cially in the 156th minute
Serge Alain, left alone with a
gaping goal, ballooned his shot.

With the game looking as if
it would settle into drawn ot
midfield battle, Dominique
Abou gave the Argentines a
chance to ease the ttle and
save their ¢ for the final.
After getting a yellow card
from Syrian referee Al Sharief
for Claudio
(Rome, Italy), his sustained
dissent got him the red.

Abou's exit pricked Ivory
Coast's bubble, and the ex-
wdowl back in the ses-

died out, espectally

aflter defender Ricardo

Altamirano struck the third in |
the 24th.

| Son's side faces ||
father's club

SAARBURECKEN, Germany,
Oct 17 Bayern Munich vice-
president Franz DBeckenbauer
will have mixed feelings when
he listens for the result of his
club’s visit to Saarburecken in
the German First Division on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

The German World Cup-
winning coach’s son Stefan is
sct to play for the opposition
against the league leaders.

Stefan, 23, returns after in-
jury to make his fourth
Bundesliga appearance in the
newly-promoted team's biggest

A defender who has no
aspirations to match the Libefo
role that his father made fa-
mous, Stefan is playing down
the occasion although he first
learned the game at Bayern
where he played in the youth
leam.

"As far as I''h concerned,
it's important to play. It
doesn't matter who we're play-
ing against,” he said. "Ba.ycm
J are just one of 18 clubs.”
His father commented: "He
first-team place in
Saarburecken even when he
certainly has not been one of
the hardest working players.”

Fanz will be unable to at-
tend the match because he is
working as a television com-
mentator at another game.

"I wouldn't care if he was in

the ground,” Stefan said.

FA labels Durie

a cheat
LONDON, Oct 17: Scotland

international Gordon Duric was
branded a cheat by the English
Football Association (FA) on
Friday, reports Reuter.

A threeeman FA disciplinary
commission decided the
Tottenham striker had feigned
injury during the Premier
League match against Coventry
in August.

They found him guilty of
misconduct and banned him
for three matches, starting
from November 2.

Durie left the FA hearing
without comment. But Gordon
Taylor, chief executive of the
Professional Footballers' Asso-
ciation, who represented him,
said: "Gordon is dcvastated by
the deeision. His reputation
has been damaged and there
will certainly be an appeal.”

"Our case was that the video
showed evidence of contact
between the two players. | feel
it is impossible for referees to
act as God, judge and jury on
the gquestion of an tnjury to a
player.” ,

Tottenham director
Jonathan Crystal said the club
considered the finding "An un-
| juntiﬂablrz slur on onc of the

e

DURIE -
country’'s leading players.”

The charge arose after
Durie had been' involved in a
head-to-head confrontation
with Coventry defender Andy
Peace. Durie reacted angrily to
the original Pearce challenge
and as the two players con-
fronted each other Durie sud-
denly fel] backwards and lay
motionless on the pitch.

l He was later booked by ref-

eree Dermot Gallagher who
reported to the FA that he
considered Durie had been

feigning injury.

has enoygh ability to get a i

Mary

Decker-S]aney (R) frnm the Umtad St.ahs -mbrm Bouth Aﬁ':cnl Zola Buddf-ﬁcur-l

(L) aﬂ:er they placed first and second respectively in the women's Elite Mile Race in Sydney
_on Friday. Decker finished in 4 mmum 22.68 secorids.

— AFP

'04 World Cup schedule next Tucsdax ,

UNDATED, Oect

h-

| 17: When the
i‘:"‘" United States
* opens the 1994

World Cup at
home, the Ameri-
cans will do it in a dome, re-
ports AP.

The US team will play its
opening first-round game on
June 18, 1994 in the Pontiac
Silverdome outside Detroit,
the first indeor game in the
history of soccer's premier
tournament, a source con-
firmed Friday.

Organisers of the 24-nation,
52-game tournament will an-
nounce the schedule on
Tuesday. After their opener,
the Americans will play twice
in the Rose Bowl at Pasadena,
California.

Germany, the defending
champions, will open the
tournament at Soldier Field 'in

Chicago on June 17. The final

will be at the Rose Bowl on

July 17.

American nrgnni!trn con-
vinced FIFA, soccer's govern-
ing body, to allow both semifi-
nals to be played on July 13.
They will be in
Stadium at East Rutherford,
NJ, and the Rose Bowl. FIFA
had wanted one game to b
played July 12, but that wou
have conflicted with baseball's
All-Star game at Pittsburgh.

The Americans, 23rd
among 24 nations in the 1990
World Cup, will train for the
tournament at Mission Viejo,
Calif, Originally, the Rose Bowl
was placed in a group with
Stanford Stadium and the
Cotton Bowl in Dallas, but that
plan was altered for television.

"We want to have the US
have the opportunity to slot
into prime time on TV that
Saturday night on ABC,” said
Scott Le Tellier, the chiefl ‘op-
erating officer for World Cup
USA 1994, the group that will
stage the tournament.

F‘lrsl round games will start

Kiwis end

VANCOUVER, Oct
17: World cham-
pions England
lost their title in

..one of the higgest

upsets ever when
they were beaten
2-1 by New Zealand in a
sensational semi-finals of the
women's World Squash Cham-
pionships here on Friday,
reports AFP.

The third sceded Kiwis had
been long odds to overcome a
nation that has won the world
title on the. last four occasions,
particularly as the deciding
contest was between the world
number two Martine Le Mot-
gnan and unranked Donna
Newton who gave up full-time
competition six years ago.

But Le Moigna, winner of
the World Open title three
years ago in Holland suffered
the most startling collapse of

her career to lose B-3, 10-9,
9-6. "
Newton, who said she

would retire altogether at the
end of this week, played sen-

sibly and steadily, and cleverly

at the front of the court, and
snatched by far her best ever
win. :

"I never dreamt Martine
would lose in a million years,”
said England manager Alex
Cowie,
shocked.”

Newton's assessment was

similar. "| am very surprised,"

she said. "The last time we

played in Holland she beat me
in only 14 minutes and it

"l am absolutely shell |

nearly went into the Guinness
Book of Records.” _

"l thought a player of her
calibre would have more in re-
serve. But.]l could gense she.
was starting to ic because
once she have had a

nalty stroke and the

| instead,” added the ware-
house manager from Auckland.

LE MOIGNAN

Le Moignan, who left the
stadium within seconds, could
even consider retirement her- -
self. She is 30 next month and
the loss, near the end of an
outstanding career, may leave a
deep wound. 2

From early in the second
game it was clear that she was
going to find it hard to make a
comeback. Mistakes flowed

and she was unusually
slow moving to the front of the
court.

Newton had worked out a

good game plan to capitalise

the Giants

' Wh?:d 11-1'5r

9:30 pm in Europe, semifinals

US to play opener indoors

at 12:30 pm, 4pmnnd'?30
pm EDT, (1630, 2000 and
2330 GMT) a source said,
speaking on condition’ of

anonymity. Exact times for

first-round will not be
decided until after the draw,
to take place at Las ‘U’:p on
Dec 19, 1993.

In another break [rom re-
cent tradition, a second

game
will be played the day of the

opener, a night match in the
Cotton Bowl. Because of the

shift, Dallas will be ped
with Chicago and Fexboro,

Massachusetts. East Ruther-
ford will
Washington and Grlandn

Florida.
THe starting times were af

concern because of European
television, which desires
games *in its prime time,

which is six hours ahead of the
elaﬁ:r{‘al E-"#ﬂl ntaﬁ ;{t

will start in Europe at 10 pm
and lﬁﬂa:n

on this. "I spoke to my team-
mate Marie Pearson who

played Le Moignan in the indi-
vidual event and said | thought

_ ahcslmuhipiaxhﬁm.“
"But Marie said "No-play her

at the front becayse she strug-
gles there. When | did sh
didn't seem to be able to read

it. .!'Lnd her confidence lumud
to go."

Ae Moignan led 7-5 in a vi-
tal second game full of frantic
scrambling and five times had
points to win it at 9-8. ,

Newton saved four of them

with cleverly gambled volleying

interceptions from close to the
front wall, followed by drops or
kills.

On one of them Le Moignan
put a drop down from within
eight feet, and in the third

-game she always looked to be

carrying too much mental lug-
gage from these disasters to
recover.

- Earlier Susan Devoy, eight
times British Open champion
and four times World Open
champion, played magnifi-
cently in what she must have
thought was the last match of
her famous career.

She beat Cassie Jackman,
the world juntor ¢ 2-
9, 9-3, 94, 94 in a match full
of blazing attacking hy both
women.

- "l am delighted with the
match result but | am just
pissed off that 1 have 1o play
Michelle Martin again,” said

Devgy. |,

- s — —
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Kenya s Joseph Cheshire (C) celebrates his victory with runner-up Briton Steve Cram (L) and Australia’s Shaun
Creighton in Sydney on Friday. Cheshire finished the men's race in 3 minutes 57.2 seconds.

_mm

be grouped with

England's title hope



