DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1992

Dlslrlct roundup'

RANGPUR

Marshal art
show held

From Our Correspondent

Oct 17: A marshal art show
under the auspices of local
Jigisha Kongfu Kerat Club was
held at Rangpur Town Hall re-
cently.

Rafiqul Haque, Principal of
Begum Rokeya College pre-
sided over the function while
Afzal Hossain, Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Rangpur attended as
chief guest and Professor
Nurul Islam as special guest.

The speakers of the func-
tion stressed great importance
in establishing of such clubs (o
grow sound health and also to
learn skills of self defence.

The members of the club
displayed a number of events
on Kongfu Kerate which were

by the huge fans de-

Alrruﬂl:}v;cr report adds: Dur

Puja, the biggest festival of

Hindu Community was ob-
served in the district with re-
ligious fervor.

About 300 Puja mandaps
were erected in eight thanas of
the district, of them 32 were
in erected in the Rangpur pau-
rosava area.

~ CHITTAGONG

Death of Jubadal

city unit leader
condoled

Oct 17: Chittagong City
Mayor Mir Mohammad Nasir-
uddin recently expressed his
profound shock at the sudden
death of Hedayetul Islam,
General Secretary of the city
unit of Jatiyatabadi -Juhad%l,
reports BSS.

In a message ol condolence, -
the mayor said, late Islam had
played an important role dur-
ing the anti-autocracy move-
ment. A promising political
worker late Islam had positive
contributions towards different
development activities of the
cily as a member of the
Chittagong City Development
Advisory Committee.

He conveyed his heartielt
sympathy to the members of
the bereaved family and

prayed for peace of the de-
soul.

Tangail
Police recover
electric wire,

two held

Oct 17: Police recovered B2
kilograms ol electric wire of
Palli Biddut Samity from the
bank of the river Baratia under
Sadar thana and arrested (wo
persons in this conncctlion re-
cently, reports BSS.

Police said the arrested
persons are: Abdur Razzak and
Narayan. There is an organised
gang engaged in stealing clec-
tric wire and transformers in
Tangail district. Earlier, Malli
Biddut Samity filed several
cascs in this connection, po-

lice said.

MAULVIBAZAR

Bullock shortage
hampers farming

Oct |7: Acute sho of
bullock prevailing throu
the district has been hamper-
ing cultivation for a long re-
ports UNB.

About 60 per cent land re-
main uncultivated in the dis-
trict every year as most of the

farmers have no bul-
lock to till their land. Most of

them plough their lands on
contract basis, local lcaders
sand

Farmers often seen tilling
their lands with spades and
harrows.

Many other farmers harness
milch cow to the plough re-
sulting in gradual reduction of

Kojagari Laxmi
Puja observed
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PABNA
Lightning kills
3 fishermen

Oct 17: Three fishermen
were killed and two others
seriously injured -by lightning
at Tatibandh
Sujanagar thana of the
on Sunday, reports UNB.

The victims were identified
as Ranesh Halder ([55),
Totamian (50) and his son
Khizir (30}). The seriously in-
jured Shamsher Halder (30)
and Shushil (35) were admit-
ted to Sujanagar Thana Health
Complex, sources said.

They were fishing in the
Padma on a small country
beat, when the mishap oc-
curred.

MADARIPUR

Privatisation of
T & T Board
protested

Oct 17: Employees and

workers of district branch of .

T&T [Hoard staged a demon-
stratipn and held a protest
meeling Sunday against gov-
ernment move to privatise Lhe
T & T Board, reports UNB.

The meeting was held at
the district T &T Board
premises with Shahjahan
Sharif in the chair.

Speakers at the mecting
expressed the employees and
workers' determination to foil
any attempt to denationalise
telecommunication.

The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by Kazi
Hafizur Rahman, Minazur
Rahman, Humayun Kabir ,
Muzibur Rahman and Kabirul
Alam.

SIRAJGANJ

Body to probe

cheating case

Oct 17: The Sonali Bank au-
thorities have ordered inquiry
into a reported cheating case
which caused a loss of Taka
16 lakh to a local branch of the
bank, reports UNB.

Officials sources said, a
prominent political leader
here took a loan of Taka 16
lakh by mortgaging his land-
property a few days ago and
managed to remove the mort-
gage documents deposited in
the Sirajganj main branch el
Sonali Bank. He then seold out
the property.

Principal  Officer Abu

‘Jahangir has been asked to

carry oul the enquiry,

NAOGAON

Chhatra Moitri
submits meino
to Principal

Oct 17: Local unit of
Chhatra Moitri ol Naogaon
Government college submitted
a memorandum to the Prin-

cipal seeking [ulfilment of
their six-point demand, re-
ports UNB.

The main demand is early
opening of honours course in
the college. |

It is recalled that Naogaon
Government College was na-
lionalised in 1981. The college -
has been facing manilold
problems for the last 1] ycars.

SHERPUR

Malaria claims
4, attacks

1000 others

Oct 17: Malaria claimed at
least four lives and attacked
1000 others in different
thanas of the district during
the last one month, according
to unofficial sources, reports

BT the victims, two died in
Sreebondi amd two in

Jhenaigati. The worst aflected
areas are Sreebondl, Jhenaigati
and Nalitabari.

The disease is spreading
fast and local people said al-

most every [amily has been af-
fected

MII people complained
scarcity of malaria and
medicare facilities in the thana

health complexes.
SYLHET

Rally demands
release of Juba
League leaders

immediate
of the Anti-
Terrorism Ordinance which
they sadd. had been used for
harassing the opposition
workers and eaders
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RAJBARI: Embankment at Madhukhali un der the district is being eroded by the erosion.

RAJBARI, Oct 17: The ero-
sion has now taken an alarm-
ing situation in four thanas of
the district.

About 25-kilometre areas
along the western bank of the
rivers Padma and Jamuna in
the district had been eroded
during the last seven years, it
is reported.

The situation of erosion was
not so even before few years
ago. The Padma and Jamuna
were far away from their pre-
sent course. The erosion took
serious turn from the year
1985.

During the period, innu-
merable dwelling houses, of-
fices, institutions, business
establishments and vast tract
of cultivable lands had been
washed away by the rivers ren-
dering nearly 25,000 familics
homeless.

Earlier, the river beds of
the Padma and Jamuna were
deep and could carry enough
water. But due to heavy silta-
tion, the rivers gradually lost
their usual depth. As a result,
the river channels changed
their courses towards the
western bank.

The surging tide of the
channels directly hit the banks

— Star photo

Erosion devours 25-km area
in Rajbari district

-

The erosion of the rivers
Padma and Jamuna engulfed
hundreds of acres of cultivable
lands, permanent structure of
offices, mosques, and institu-
tions, markets and villages
rendering a large number of
people homeless.

The most affected thanas
are: Pangsha, Baliakandi, Goa-
londo and Rajbari sadar.

In Pangsha thana, Habash-
pur, Bahadurpur and Mechha-
para, in Goalondo, Ujanchar,
Daulatdia in sadar, Sonapur,
Ramkantapur, Pachuria and
Charlaxmipur unions are the
badly affected areas.

Pangsha thana is the most
aflected area of the district
where four uniond are more or
less people are affected by the
erosion of the river Padma.
Only Habashpur union of the
thana is unaffected.

It can be mentioned here
that the former Goalondo
upazila parishad building to-
gether with other establish-
ments are likely to be de-
voured within two to three
wecks.

With the beginning of water
level fall, the erosion has taken
serious turn. During the last
[ew weeks, about 4000 feet of
the Padma Flood Control

the river Modhumati is now
under erosion threat.

Diflerent offices at Madhu-
khali Thana headquarters have
been shifted to safer places.
Many of the permanent
structures are being sold in
auctipn. The main two-storied
building of Madhukhali Thana
Parishad is now only 30 feet
away of the erosfon point.

Meanwhile, 10 buildings of
different offices have been de-
voured by the erosion which
could not be saved. Bha
Railway Station has been in the
meantime shifted twice due to
the erosion. Bhatiapara market
has already been washed away.

Water Development Board
could not stop the erosion
after spending a huge amount
of money. The board took a
crosion protection measures at
a cost of Taka six crore for
setting up CB block on the
bank of the river. The plan
could not be implemented for
want of requisite fund.

However, the board has
taken an emergency plan at a
cost of Taka 4.28 lakh to halt
the erosion which gave no
impact.

Local elites, political ll:ad
ers and the common people of
the area have urged the con-

almost round the year. During ' ‘'Embankment  have been cerned authorities to take im-
the rainy season, the rate of eroded. mediate steps to mitigate the
cmslnn increases alarmingiy Modhukhali ht ‘gulator on sufferings ol the pcople.

Natural calamities leave huge

farmers

PABNA, Oct 17: Small and
marginal farmers in the dis-
trict are rapidly becoming
landless due to various factors,
reports UNB.

They are reportedly selling
out their farmlands to a sec-
tion of afMluent urban busi-
nessmen and officials, most of
whom are either using those
for setting up industries or
leaving them as collateral in-
vestments.

It was known that repeated

100 tara pumps
for Naogaon
Pourashava

NAOGAON, Oct 17: One
hundred Tara pumps are being
sunk in the areas under
Naogaon Pourashava to ensure
adequate supply of pure drink-
ing water, reports UNB.

The project is being im-
plemented with assistance
from the Netherlands govern-
ment.

The scheme was taken fol-
lowing acute scarcity of drink-
ing water in the district. A
large number of hand drive
tubewells remained out of
order for a long time deepen-
ing the pufe water crisis.

Official sources said with
the implementation of the
scheme supply of pure water
will be ensure to a great ex-
tent -

natural calamities during the
last several years resulted in
crop failure and as a result, the
small and marginal farmers
were compelled to sell their
farmlands for their survival.

Informed sources said the
government machinery partic-
ularly the Banks did not come
forward to help the farmer by
providing agri-loans. Rajshahi
Agricultural Development Bank
and other commercial banks
are functioning in the district.
But they have not framed any
mechanism of credit distribu-
tion to the hard hit farmers.

It was learnt that most of
the small and marginal farmers
were instituted with certificate
cases due to faflure of repay-
ment of the loans. The con-
cerned bank stopped sanction-
ing of [resh loans to the loanee
farmers.

Besides, due to bureaucratic
complexity the {lliterate rural
farmers can not reach the
bank officials. A section of
middle men emerged between
the farmer and bank officials
and are eating a big portion of
the sanc loan.

The sources said most of
the loans were sanctioned in
non-productive sectors like
business, estabishment of cin-
ema halls, transport business
and hotel management.

Rampant cattle lifting has
created panic among the poor
farmers of six thanas of the
district.

homeless every yr

The [armers alleged that
the cattle-lifters slaughtered
the animal and flayed their
skins to sell in the market.

According to sources, |38
cows were stolen and skins of
I8 others were flayed during
the last two weeks in Bera,
Sujanagar, Chatmohar, Sathia,
Faridpur and sadar thanas of
the district. The panic
stricken farmers have becn
passing their night in the cat-

tle-sheds to guard their ani-
mals. _

Refreshers course
on women uplift
plan opens

MAIJDEE COURT, Oct 17: A
ten-day-long refreshers’ course
begun here Saturday of malc
and female inspectors of
women development
gramme under Blnglaﬁclh
Rural Development Bqard, re-

ports UNB.
A total of 24 inspectors
from Chandina, Mirjapur,

Tangail, Feni and Muradnagar
are participating in the course.
Organising co-operating so-
cieties in the rural areas, BRDB
women activities, loan system,
audit, health, nutrition, family
planning, management of
works were being ussed in
the course. _
Deputy Director of BRDB
Monirul Haque, formally

opencd the training course.

s

H.A.HIKGANJ The Aricha unit of BIWTC Srl.mih Karmachari Action Committee observed

& token hunger strike demanding the cancellation of IWT-3 Project recently.

— Star photo

locality bincked the :uud

Notes from

Sylhet

From Our Correspondent
SYLHET, Oct 17: The body
of an unknown n was re-
covered from a roadside ditch
of Sylhet-Jakiganj Highway re-
cently.
On getting information, po-
lice recovered the body from
Konagram of Jakigan| thana.
Police sent the body to the
Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical

College Hospital for post-
mortem. |
Diarrhoea claims
four lives
Diarrhoea claimed four lives
in last one week in
Biswambharpur thana of

Sunamganj district.

According to the reports,
the disecases broke out in
Kapna village under Polash
union of the Biswambh
thana and it claimed the lives
of Faizun Nessa (25), daughter
of Md Abul Hashem, Majeda
Khatun (8) daughter of Jahed
Ali,’and her mother Ambia
Khatun and Bhuttu Miah (50).

The high prices of saline
and other necessary medicines
have been causing much suffer-
ings to the poor people of the
village. There is no supply of
saline in the hospital.

Engine boat
: Kkilled

One person was killed and
three others were injured
when a cargo launch hit an
engine boat in the river Surma
near Dhanpur village under
Doarabazar thana of Sunamganj
district recently.

According to the reports,
one Najmul Huda (25) of wvil-
lage Enayetganj under Nabiganj
thana started for Nabiganj on
an engine boat alongwith some
stones. At about 9 pm when
the boat reached near Ambari
Dhanpur, a big cargo from the
opposite side hit it causing
instantaneous sinking. The
sareng and others, however
managed to swim ashore.

A case in this connection
had already been registered
with the police. The body had
been sent to the Sunamganj
Sadar Hospital for post-
mortem.

Oldman killed in
road mishap

An oldman was killed in a
road accident on Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway rccently.

The agitated people of the

ljult
aftcr IH"hn-'Hr-rﬁ"“
Acraading 1o the rt.pm'tl

‘the lﬂ:ﬂrnl towrk plﬂt‘t when a

mietwbus wne on its way to
Mouuluvibazar from Svihel and
crushed the viclim Mahmud
Khan ncar village Chhilimpur
under Balaganj thana under its
wheels.

Police scized the microbus.
A case had been registered
with the Balaganj thana, post-
mortem on the body was per-
formed at the Sylhet MAG

ﬂ:man}r Medical College

ci ital. The driver and
r managed to escape.
One gets 7 yrs RI

for kidnapping girl

AKM Anwar, the Additional
District and Sessions Judge,
and Special Tribunal Judge,
Sunamgan] sentenced two per-
son seven years rigorous im-
prisonment and fined them
Taka three thousands in de-
fault to suffer imprisonment
for six months more on charge
of kidnapping a young girl with
a view to smuggling to India
recently.

The prosecution case in
brief is that, on the February
12, 1990 the accused ns
kidnapped Minara Khatun,
daughter of one Alf Akbar mas-
ter of village Gamaitala under
Biswambhar thana of
Sunamganj district. The BDR

rsonnel caught them red-

ed the border while they
were on way to India {llegally.

A case in this connection
was immediately registered
with the Bishwambharpur
thana. The police after ho
investigations submitte
chargesheet against three
sons. The judge exami

as nine witnesses and
found Sekandar Ali and Heltm
Miah two of the three accused
persons guillty and ve the
aforesaid sentences. court
also acquitted the other ac-
cused person named Alauddin.

The tion case was
conducted by APP Abdul Wahab
and the Defense was :
by Advocate Fazlul Haque.

Minor girl crushed

A minor girl was crushed
under the wheels of a speeding
microbus on Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway recently.

According to he reports, at
about 11, on the day of inci-
dent, the wvehicle was on its
way to Sylhet and crushed the
vigtim Parvin (8) under its
wheels causing her instanta-
neous death, while she was
crossing the road near the

bazar.

The victim had been identi-
fied as the da ter of one
Abdul Mannal of Madhabpur.
The police had already been
seized- the killer microbus. The
driver and helper had been
m:-.hm inte custody by the po-

Pollution of emn_ronment

causing health hazard

. From Our Corresponded
SATKHIRA, Oct 17 : they use to rot,
Environment pollution has th: ute in pondl tanks and

been causing serious health

. hazard in all the areas of the

vironment.

district alarmingly.

it is learnt that the people
of Satkhira Sadar, Kalaroa,
Tala, Assassuni, Debhata,
Kaliganj and Shyamnagar
thanas live in sub-human con-
dition due to environmental
pollution caused by night sofls
on open places on roadsides,
riverbanks, canals, ponds and
bushes.

Besides, cultivators store
cowdung adjacent to their
dwelling houses and they use
Kutcha latrines which spread
bad odour and pollute the en-

adjacent to their home-

: ltudl which also cause

“-.

pollution resulting various dis-

cases like dysentry, malaria
and skin diseases.

A large number of people
mostly children die of these

diseases for want of proper

treatment. A new type of fever
has broken out tak-
ing heavy toll of lives.

it is learnt that the butch-
érs indiscriminately slaughter
sick and old cattle and keep
the blood, bones of the
slaughtered animals at a close
distance of the markets and
roads spreading germs in large
numbers,

‘Four killed in road mishaps

CHITTAGONG, Oct 17: A
speeding bus slammed a mo-
torbike during the fag-end of
an eight-hour hartal in the
port city recently killing its
two riders, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when the Banskhali-
bound minibus hit the motor-
bike in Panhlaish area of
Muradpur thana at 1 pm.

The bus was seized by po-
lice, but its driver [led the
scene. A case was filed with
Panchalaish police.

The hartal that started at 6
am was called by pro-Awami
League Chhatra Lcaguc de-
manding arrest of the killers of
Mahboob, a BCL leader and
first year student of Chittagong
Medical College.

Mahboob was attacked by a
group of miscreants in
Chittagong College area on
September 20. He succumbed
to his injuries at the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital on September 23.

BCL blamed Islami Chhatra
Shibir for the killing of
Mahboob.

All vehicles, except for a
few rickshaws, were off the
road during the hartal hours,
paralysing the city life and
business.

No classes were held in ed-
ucational institutions.
Government and non-goyern-
ment offices and the port
worked partially.

Some vehicles were dam-
aged at around 12 hoon in
front of the Medical College
castern _gate and in the

Chawkbazar area.

A report fromm Savar says:
Two persons were killed I.I'IJ
50 injured in two separate ac
cidents on Dhaka-Aricha high-

WAL .

A Dhaka bound night coach
coming from Khulnd (No Ga-
943) plunged into a roadside
ditch, one kilometer east from
Manikgan| town, at about 3.45
am kiling two persons on the
spot and injuring 45 others.

Of the injured, 26 were
rushed to Manikgan] Sadar
hospital and 10 to Dhaka for
treatment while the rest five
were released after first aid.

In another incident near
Kalampur of Dhamrai thana a
truck (No Metro Na-9835)
loaded with raw materials
skidded off the road and
plunged into a roadside ditch
when the driver last its con-

Glrl kldnapped

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 17
naged girl was kldnlpped hy a
gang of miscreants at gun
point at Alompur village in
Sadar thana on Saturday, po-
lice and local people said, re-
prls UNB

The victim, Fuara 'Khatun
(14), daughter of Fazlur Rah-
man was kidnapped by the
miscreants led by Mohammad
Mosha of village Islampur
whose marriage proposal was
turned down a few days back
Mosha has got two wives, vil-
lagers said,

A case has been filed with
the police.

‘Bus journey on routes

risky, troublesome
From Our Correspondent |

CHUADANGA, Oct 7
Journey by Bus and mini-bus
on different-routes in

Chuadanga district has become

hazardous due to overloadin

and rash driving. Hundreds o

passengers travelling everyday
on these routes have been fac-
ing immense inconvenienceés
due to lack of proper ameni-
ties. In recent days, many road
accidents occured on these
roules.

Over loading of vehicles and
rash driving on the roads by
the drivers have become a
regular feature in the district
which causing frequent road
au:cidgnls Whenever a bus or
mini-bus stops, pnneng:r:
in the vehicle and are
even allowed to sit on the roof
the bus and to stand on the
bumper or on the foot board.

Besides, passenger buses
used to carrya h
goods on the roofs. The motor
vehicles assoclations have little
control over the situation and
the bus or mini-buses are
driven at the whims of drivers
resulting in the road accidents
every now and then.

It is also found that most of
the buses and mini-buses on
these routes are engaged iIn
competition to pick up pas-
sengers without considering
th‘:.ml capacity of the vehi-
L .

It is also observed that the
drivers of the over-crowded
bulu and m-bmq have in-

uge quantity of

dulged themselves in over tak-
ing other buses plying on the
road at a maximum and
are very often involved in fatal
road mishaps.

t may be mentioned here
that black smoke emitting
from vehicles freely on the
rpads causing health hazard
and the disturbing sounds of
horms of vehicles also causing

to be taken to arrest the situa-
tion. ;

Heroin addiction
kills five

SIRAJGANJ, Oet 17:
Addictien of heroin among the

youths is alarmingly increasing

least five addicted youths died
during the last two months
and another 300 have been
suffering from different

addiction Many
of them have lost their
functional order of wvarious
Oorgans.

The dead are identified as
Jalil Sardar (40) of Nakla of
Thana, Dulal (24) and
Sheikh (40) of
Soyagobinda and Shamsher
e Arn. s o
Poura of
the other could not be ascer-
tatned.

BOGRA, Oct 17: A severe
storm lashed ove. seven vil-
lages of Sariakandi and Dhunat
thana of the district Thursday
moming causing heavy dam-
ages to property, reports UNB.
Eyewitnesses sald the
storm lashed over the river
belt of Jamuna and
about 200 kutcha houses.
A vast tract of standing crop
was also damaged in the storm.

It was reported that three
people were missing in the
Jamuna due to boat capsize.
Four fishing boats were also
missing in the river near
Kazipur of Strajganj district.

Diarrhoea attacked 400
people In two thanas of the
district in the last 72 hours
and at least seven of them

Amnn.' the dead, "three
were identified as Jobeda
Khatun (30) of village
Mo

Health officials, however,
uﬂm two diarrheal dea-
Sources feared the killer
disease might turn inte an



