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Dhaka, Sunday, October 18, 1902

The Shake-up in Japan

The call by a young Japanese tary officer,
Major mmmvu{ﬂ for an a mmcu{:y in his
country to clean up its politics all financial
scandals is unlikely to get any support from the
milit establishment. Major Yanai will most
probably be disciplined his su . Yet, his
call has been publicised by the country's
largest circulation weekly magazine, the Shukan

Bunshun, has "sent someth
the rwmrmn:nt“ as t::; mfpdla as put it, remind-
ing the party of a failed military coup that
rocked Tokyo in the 1930s. 2 P

The plea by the young Major, presented in the
form mmmhltmedhg?:hemkbr.mﬂwu
the wide-spread public anger and resentment
evoked by circumstances surrounding the long-

of Shin king
Liberal Democratic Party,

Kanemaru, 78, has admitted that he had accepted
a massive contribution from a businessman
connected anised crime. In m
seat in the Diet quitting public life,

offered public apology and confessed to his crime.
All this was very Japanese, which, in normal cir-
cumstances, should have closed the chapter and
the country would have returned to "business as
usual” situation.

Unfortunately for the ruling
tion by Kanemaru has not reso the crisis. For
one thing, the ageing ker waited too lo
to step down until he was forced out by a nationa
outpouring of disgust over disclosures of the fi-
nancial scandals involving this veteran politician.
While ions, marches and even hunger
strikes took place in different parts of the coun-
try, a TV newscaster termed the situation as
manifestation of "People's Power", an expression
never used before in Japan.

No matter what the authorities do with Major
Yanai, the ruling LDP cannot treat the Kanemaru
affair just as another nasty episode, to be dealt
with by renewed pledges for reforms in the party.
Such pledges have come before, a few heads have
rolled and some reforms, described by critics as
cosmetic changes, have been put into effect.
However, by and large, the party has remained
the same. In fact, each new financial scandal
turns out to be worse than the last one, with the
E‘\L.Ilt;tuc disenchantment reaching a higher level of

ration.

With the leading opposition Socialist Party too

of a chtill through

,.the resigna-
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RADICATION of poverty
is not only the
important
greatest

challenge. | will not go into a
discussion about the exact

figure of owur capita
income. it is so low that a de-

bate on it is a depressing exer-
cise

In the Human Development
index prepared by the United
Nations Development
Programme, Bangladesh (s
unflatteri
136th position. UNDP
160 countries and ap
very sophisticated Eﬂ'lm
determine the actual of
life of the people. Despite the
grandiose claims by succeed-
ing regimes as well as the for-
eign aid received so far we are

almost standing still.
-mmﬂ. the nd of

rap rising pPu n we

have such a real GDP

growth rate that | have been .

wondering whether, in such
circumstances, {i is posaible to
alleviate poverty on a signifi-
cant scale. A stagnant economy
such as the one we have today
does not seem to be very
favourable for poverty allevia-
tion activities.

What was wrong In our de-
velopment strategy ? Not enly
the dynamic East and South
East Asian countries but even
the rest of the South Asian
countrics are poised to leave
us behind. Notwithstanding
recent pronouncements of the
Finance Minister giving a rosy
picture after his return from
Washington, there are few
indications that the economy
is on the move. How long is he
going to blame the fallen auto-
cratic regime? Stagnation in
investment, massive uneém-
rlurmnt and generally lack-
ustre performance of the ex-
port sector is all too obvious to
need any f. How much of
foreign investment has actually
flowed into the country? | am
most curfous to see the actual
figures of investment-both for-
eign and domestic. In fact, |
wish one could get reliable in-
formation on the new invest
ments made by the private
sector which have actually
malerialized in the course of
the last one and a half year.

The background is thus
rather uninspiring for a serious
attack on the massive poverty
which has engulfed the nation.

for the
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us. But while the Grameen
Bank is a most mrlhwhlli‘:x-
periment in bringing about
fu tal change in the life

of milliggs of poor people, |
wonder if this will be able to

Looking at the experience
of other countries — especially
these in East and South East
Asia — [ am convinced that
while the Grameen Bank
method is a most successful
experiment in helping the
poor by enabling them to help
themselves, rty eradica-
tion in h today calls
for far more than redistribut-
ing wealth within the rural
communities. Substantial im-
provements in education,
health, housing and above all,
in employment and income

:h:n a dynamic growth mode.
economy must grow and
expand. Investment is the key
factor in creating the dy-
namism that | am talking
about. International. trade,
especially exports, has proved
in recent years to be the
engine of growth for the suc-
cessful economies of East and
South East Asta. Given the poor
resource endowment of
Bangladesh we do not have any
option other than transform-
ing our abundant labour into
exportable goods. Other coun-
tries in Asiar have successfully
done it. Why can't we? The
garment industry is a proof if
proofl was needed to show that

bzﬁhahAMSl(ia R

with imagination and drive it s

possiblc to develop export
ftems. e

Let us take a look at two
low-growth South Asian coun-
tries, Bangladesh and Nepal
and compare their perfor-

countries, Indonesia and
Thailand. The rate of their
gross domestic product
growth during the pe

1989 to 1992 is as follows:
1989 1990
[langladesh 2.3 5.8
Nepal 39 3.6
Indonesia 74 7.1
Thailand 12.0 10.0

Without
< ey R
and performance,

Indonesia and Thailand
have life at birth of
61.5 and 66.1 years respec-
tively. In the case of
Bangladesh and Nepal the fig-
ures are 51.8 and 52.2 respec-
tively. In daily calorie supply
the figures for Indonesia and
Thailand are 116 and 106 (as
% of requirements) and the
corresponding figures for
Bangladesh and Nepal are 83
and 93 respectively. The adult
lite figures for Indonesia
and land are: 72 and 9]

respectively. As against this
the figures for and
Nepal are :'32 and 22 respec-
tively.

Other Indicators

UNDP has studied other
indicators such as the number
of people without access to
safe drinking water or without
access to health services. The
UN agency has also looked at

the infant mortality rate and
the number of nourished
1961 1992 (Forecasts)
3.6 5.0
4.0 4.5
6.0 6.5
B.1 B.7

The figures are taken from the Economic and Social
Survey of Asia and the Pactfic. 1991 published by ESCAP.

Indonesia and Thailand fol-
lowed the export-led strategy
of economic growth. Foreign
investment played a catalytic
role in the growth process.
Private sector was the main

t of economic activity.
Generally it is believed that
their strong drive for hi
growth rate these countries

children under the age of 5.
In all these key areas the fig-
ures for h and Nepal
(where the data are available)
are dismal but the record of
Indonesia and are not
only much better but steadily
improving. According to the
study the total number of peo-
ple below the poverty line in

can come only when the nation neglected the social sectors. ndonesia is 60.5 milllon. in

Thafland 16.5 million. These

are high but the

for and are
The of
the poverty line

in h, we are told, is

90 4 million and the In

respect of is 11.8 mil-

| can quote other figures to
show the linkage between
economic growth and
in the key indicators nnm'm
ity of life. Such change may
not be automatic and we know
ol situations in which poverty
has intensified even when
#-mﬂ.h rate has been high.
owever the figures quoted
above and my observation of
the experience of the rest of
Asia leaves little doubt in my
mind that poverty eradication
cfforts can gain strength and
tempo only when the economy
is growing and cxpanding An
economy in decline or stag-
nant or growing too slowly is
not able to sustain a successful
campaign for alleviation of
poverty. The size of the cake
must increase before the
people can get a bigger slice.
At the initial stage of the
growth process the in
and comcentration of
may increase somewhat but
this need not be ala if
the wealth so accumulated is
re-invested in productive ven-
tures. In East and South East
Asia this seems to have been
the case. Under those circum-
stances the government will
have larger tax revenues for
undertaking targeted pro-
grammes for the benefit of
specific sections and eommu-
nities. In the recent televiston
debate among the American
presidential candidates Gov
Clinton came out strongly in
favour of this basic approach.
He does not, in my view
rightly, believe that the trickle
down effect is adequate for the
less fortunate sections of the
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and foreign Investments in
indonesia, Thailand and

one can not say that today we
are in that happy situation.
With the law and order situa-
tion in a critical situation, a
basic requirement for eco-
mm&m Thus
poverty alleviation will remain
a forlorn hope for Bangladesh
if the economy remains stag-
nant. Only determined and
clear-sighted leadership can
get the nation movi

weak to provide an alternative to the ru party,
it is the LDP which must change from within. To

start with, the discredited ageing leadership
must show a genuine interest in bringing up the
‘mid-level young LDP members to the top deci-
sion-making level, people who may not be as
closely tied to big business as the power-brokers

the scene today. It is also obvious that
that the hold of the massive Japanese trading
corporations over the LDP stems irom the ruling
party's need for st g finances to keep the

organisation's" well-opiled. , too,
there is room for reth . In the ultimate
must undergo a thor-

analysis, the ruling party
ough reorganisation gascd on a carefully-planned
socio-economdc agenda, if it is to avoid a split, an

unexpected resurgence of the Socialist Party or
even a highly improbable attempted. but a failed,
coup hy a group of army officers.

Too Tricky OP-1

The hunﬁr by a number winners of the
OP-1 visa lottery arranged by the United States
State last year, is a distressing piece
of news and has no doubt placed the US embassy
in Dhaka in a tricky position. The em cannot
issue any visa ag ainst OP-1 because the State
Department says all 20,000 visas allotted to win-
ners of the lottery have been al issued; but
some 750 eshi winners who have not

been issued with visas maintain that this refusal is
a clear breach of commitment on the part of the
US government. The State Department further
nyntlmtlthadmglvcneaﬂywammgtuthceﬂ'mt
that victory in the lottery would not necessarily
mean the issuance of a visa, but that still leaves
the question as to why the hi-teach lottery pro-
duced more winners than the number of visas on
offer unanswered.

Throughout the time of the build-up to final
date of the lottery, the general impression in
Bangladesh was that winners would get visas, no
matter what their qualifications or language abili-
ties were. The US embassy in Dhaka was un-
doubtedly aware of the impression under which
so many thousands of people were colle OP-
1 forms. It is now clear that the situation, as ex-
plained by the State Department now, was not
communicated effectively to the applicants. As a
result, when 750 winners are denied visas, they
feel let-down. Many of them had given up jobs,
here and abroad, and sold whatever property they
had, in preparation for their departure and raise
the money necessary as "evidence of support” for
their visa applications. Now they find themselves
without a visa and the means for survival. Some,
however, have got the idea that this represents a
breach of their human rights, but that may be
stretching it a little too far, since we are not
certain under which international convention a
government is duty-bound to issue ration
visas on the basis of a lottery, even if that

*ﬁmmemhappenedtnaa so in the first place.
“But we can say that the US

ent should
take a more c erate view of the situation,
;since a serious nd resulting from a

breakdown Iin communication may have been
responsible for the anguish of the 750.

o in Dhaka muld.h m::l the one
thand, lobby tate De nt hard to per-
suade the authorities to treat the deshi 750

Tas special cases on a one-ofl basis, w
future lot-

#it abundantly clear to all, that in

, winning would in no way g visas. An
'*:l:mgrano:;‘ visa to the US 3; anywhere a;l;c is
p a a Bangladeshi, OP-1 or not, no-
"‘,bodymld to make it sound as if it were.
"The h should realise that their best
chances with aling to the humanitarian
stlauses in the US ution and international
fconventions, rather than anything else. Th
Tought to end their strike immediately, and see
“some sort of assurance from the embassy
Mmm would be considered favourably In the
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| last two months,

Drought Forces the Politicians to Talk Peace

HAT was at first a
trickle has grown into
a flood of ragged
leaving the rebel-held
interland for the govern-

m&mﬂtﬂlﬂmﬁ .

else 18 moving across the

parched landscape. The worst
drought this century has
turned once fast-flowing rivers
into wide highways of sand.

A second year without rain
and 17 years of civil war have
driven more than five million
Mozambicans — one-third of
the population — from their
homes in search of food and

' safety. International aid agen-

cies say more than three mil-
lion people are in need of
emergency reliefl. Deaths from
starvation and thirst are rising
in the worst-affected central
and southern provinces.

Lack of security in areas
held
National Resistance (Renamo)
has made most of the country
inaccessible to urgently
needed relief convoys. In the
15 trucks
loaded with food aid have beén
looted and destroyed by the
rebels. Except for the Beira
corridor linking the coast to
Zimbabwe, few inland centres

United Nations officials in
he capital of Maputo believe
widespread banditry could
make it some time before an
agreement with Renamo, to
assure safe passage for gov-
ernment relief convoys, can be

implemented.
-"Apart from the of

attacks, we don't know what
condition p«: roads are in or

by the rebel Mozambique

DaﬁdOrrwﬁm-ﬁumMapum

Drought in Mozambique helped to increase the pressures for peace that brought together
renewed talks in Rome. This time

the rebel Re leaders .and the .govern, .
%m attended. A Gemini News Servicé correspondent

nt Robert' Mugabe
‘visiting the country reports on the millions

Zimbabwe

‘villages in search of food and safety.

Sovernmend .far,

&

of Mozambicans who have fled from their

even if there are mines," says
Dan O'Dell, UN Children's
Fund (Unicef) representative
in Maputo and an observer at
the talks in Rome between
Renamo and the Mozambican
ment.

"We'll be going into com-
munities which haven't seen
outsiders for six or seven

years. They won't trust us. We
have to build confidence

. -
Another problem is that it
is not known how much con-
trol is held by Renamo leader
Alfonso Dhlakama over the es-
timated 20,000-strong rebel
force. There is no guarantee
that the more isolated or in-
dependent guerilla units will

respect the UN and Red Cross

banners of the relief convoys!

"We don't know how
people are living in the
Renamo-held areas,” says
March Latham of the UN World
Food Programme (WFP) in
Maputo. "Perhaps it's no more
than 10 per cent of the popu-
lation.

"What we do know is that
there's going to be a rapid
escalation in deaths if we don't
get food in soon. For many it is
already arriving too late.”

- and even their own

While ‘a relief nt
signed in Rome by both sides
after two years of talks was re-
garded as the first stage of the

peace process, secveral issues

are unresolved.

These include the composi-
tion of a new national army,
security guarantees for
Renamo's political future and
certain articles in the 1990
constitution such as the
President's emergency powers.

Before the latest round of
talks in Rome, President
Joaquim Chissano said: "I'm
not over-optimistic. Renamo
wants what we want, freedom
and democracy. There is no
reason for this war. But much
of the time they are arguing in
the air, not on the table.”

It is the drought which has
finally brought Renamo to
Rome. With pecople ebbing
away from rebel-held territory
fighters
deserting, they realised that
soon they would be left with no
constituency. They also fear
that an end to the fighting will
mean an end to Renamo.

In recent months, Renamo
has intensified its attacks on
food convoys and on suburbs,
especially the "zonas verdes,"
the food-producing areas.

In the face of drought and
crop failure, the rebels in cen-
tral Mozambique have be¢en
mounting incréasingly desper-
ate attempts to secure provi-
sions. There have even been
reports of villages being at-
tacked for clothing by raiders
in rags.

Since pledging itself to the
overthrow of the ruling Fre-
limo party in 1975, Renamo's
tactic has been the complete
destabilisation of services and
infrastructure in the former
Portuguese colony.

Schools, health centres and
factories have been destroyed,
as have roads and raflway lines.
Despite the government re-
nunciation of Marxist princi-
ples in 1989 and the promise
the following year of demo-
cratic elections, the rebels
have pursued their campaign
of sabotage and disruption.

Villagers continue t9 be
forcibly conscripted’ by

Renamo units and children of |

10 or 11 made to take up
arms. le are routinely mu-
tilated or executed for refusing
to cooperated in carrying sup-
plies and proving rations to
the fighters.

"They're really just armed
bandits", says David Antonio,

district administrator of
Machaze, in cl:nlrpl Manica
province. "They have no objec-
tive anymore, just survival.
They cut off people’s genitals,
breasts and limbs. These
things could only be done by

D B

Machaz's 25,000 inhabi-
tants became isolated in 1983
after continued attacks made
the road into their village un-
sale. Untfl 1990, Machaze pro-
duced a crop surplus, despite
the farmers' constant fears of
attack while they worked the
fields. Now drought makes all

cudtivation impossible.

In recent weeks, 2,000

"i::mplc have come from the

bush into Machaze to escape
the rebels and to look for food.
Where once they ob farm-
ers to sustain them, the rebels
are - now letting people go be-
cause they can no longer till
the soil.

The displaced arrived sick
and malnourished, dressed in
tattered rags. Many of the
children and old people are
weak after walking for days
without food, Because of short-

[ i

-ages in Machaze, only those in

critical condition can be given

#mamﬁ* ng

hundreds of “recuper

cas

ing surrounded by trees, the
people scavenge for roots and
berries which make their
stomachs and joints swell.

. 1 d’ :

t .
huddle under makeshift shel-
ters on open ground.

"All the suffering we have
gone through is because of
Renamo”, says Manuel Naene, a
farmer whose livestock was
taken by the rebels.

"We were forced to supply
them with food and clothes,
Sometimes they said we didn't
work hard enough and they
beat us. In the next vill a
family who refused maﬁlp
them had their ears cut off.”

Since arriving in Chibabava,
one of Naene's four children
has died of starvation. His two-
year-old daughter is severely
malnourished.

For Renamo in particular,
the drought is a serious politi-
cal disadvantage. The reduc-
tion of external support from
South Africa, Malawi and Kenya
has forced the rebels to rely
increasi on raid and
the residents of ar-

conftrol. Their
has been to stockpile food
from past taxation, but these
reserves have all but run out.

By all indices — infant mor-
tality, life expectancy, per
capita income, literacy and
medical care — Mozambigue is
the unhappiest nation on
earth. And not until a ceasefire
is signed and drought effects
are alleviated does this seem

valuable grain. Living in a clear-
- _= -

likcly to change.

Sir, Press conflerence re-
cently held by Col (Retd)
Faruque was a glaring 'example
of high handedness in state
matters. His statement bears
testimony to  the fact that
there are other conspirators
holding high positions with

capability to endanger legally

‘constituted government. A

person with a background of
serving in a disciplined organi-
sation, My Faruque is also well
known to the public as self-de-
clared killer of no less a per-
son than hu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and usurper
of political power.

Begum Khaleda Zia has

 done a laudable job in appre-

hending terrorist elements, in
her student front and dissolv-
ing the DU unit. She should be
praised for giving support to

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

| tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and.
address. L, -
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the law-enforcing agency in
curbing terrorism, gangster-
ism.and killing in the name of
politics. But this should not be
the last of her actions. There
are pafties, groups and fac-
tions with nefarious motives
who maintain arsenal in halls,
dormitories and party offices,
openly brandish weapons and
provoke killing by declared
hit-list. must be appre-
hended. All illegal weapons
should be secized. The present
action must be continued in

‘'right ‘earnest to single out

'‘terror’ persons and groups
whoever or wherever are.
Existing laws of the land are
considered suflicient if applied
without fear or favour.

The first and foremost duty
of a legally constituted gov-
ernment is to maintain law and
order to the extent that people
lehd a peaceful life, businesscs
flourish, farms and industries

produce and economy grow. It
is incumbent on the govern-
ment to take the lead in these
matters and that is what
Begum Khaleda Zia has done. It
now rests on others to follow
suit. I hope that good sense
will prevail upon all concerned
to uphold constitutional rights
and not any party aggrandise-
ment.

I also believe that law en-
forcing agencies will use their
own conscience and spirit of
duties in curbing all sorts of
malpractices and rise above
party factions. Their service is
guaranteed by the constitution
to serve the cause of the peo-
ple and country, net of any
party or group.

Democracy can flourish only
by mutual consensus and by
well organised and honest
state machinery. Let us take a
vow to work unitedly to make
the country healthy. and strong
for the sake of our posterity.

Syed Siddigque Hossain,
l ]

Sir, We often come across
the slogans "Education for all
by 2000", "Health for all by
2000", etc in meetings and

seminars as also in neéws me-
dia. But we are yet to know
what meaninglul steps have
been taken in this regard
seven years are left for us to
embrace 2000 AD.

To my mind, if we want to
see a spectacular success of
the slogans, what is necessary
is to pinpoint the problems
which need be solved without
any loss of time.

Whether it is health or ed-*
ucation, the matter is of con-
siderable public importance.
The British government in
their administrative set up had

' given nomenclature to the

and departments
adding "public” prefix like
"Deptt of Public Health",
"Deptt of Public Instruction”
apparently with the object to
minimize rmmenti respon-
sibility in the executions of
business of these departments.

it is indeed a matter of
hope that now the depart-

ministry

- ments are named like "Deptt

of Eduecation", "Deptt of
Health” which ensures re-
- of . But
wwﬂlﬂw g
in these de ts also the
instances of inaction and
wastage are in existence.
However, by ensuring the pro-
cess of "accoumtability”, t

. Only

is room for bringing about
steady improvement.

What is necesséry is to sort
out tHe points where inaction
and wastage are very much in
existence and by the applica-
tion of accountability such
things can effectively be
checked. The democratic gov-
ernment, it is expected, will
take adequate measures so that
slogans find an easy implemen-
tation. ’

S M Hussain
Mirpur, Dhaka

Requisition of private
vehicles

8ir, The police (Trafflic
Deptt) are a ntly abusing
their powers requisitioning

private transports litke jeeps,
pick-ups, trucks, micrm

etc in the name of 'u du-
ties', causing a lot of harass-
ment to the members of the

the Foh:n
sergeant compelled girl stu-

dents and even the owner of

tioned transports from various
ministries, departments, di-
recltorates, corporations, mini-

- bus owners' association, truck

owners' association etec. Again
there are com and
firms in Dhaka who give their
transports on hire on rental
basis. But the police do not
want to spend money and they
are after the private vehicles
for such requisition causing a
lot of concern to the owners of
the vehicle.

The police do not have the
right to cause mental torture
and harassment to the owners
of ate vehicles. Moreover,
if vehicles are damaged in
course of raids etc the police
will not compensate the own-
ers who purchased their vehi-
cles with their hlrd-enrulm
money. In a '
activities on the part of police
cannot be wwdch m
lice require su '
government should purchase
and earmark some vehicles for



