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The head of the WWM
Iraq's mass destruction weapons has
invitation to supervise the next i
, AP from United Nations says.

sawd

invitation:

the elimination of
lined an Iraqi
mission, sources

Iraq wanted Roll Ekeus, chairman of the UN Special

Commisstion, o be

HEN travels to Baghdad
Baghdad government had wan
cause wanted to prevent any

when the 50-member team — the

on .
Ekeus in charge be-

confrontation that could be used

by the Bush administration to provoke an incident before the

uUs ntial election.

On Wednesday, Ekeus consulted with Security Council

members and decided not to travel to

to head the

tcam because doing so would have been seen as giving in to
Iraq's political concerns, said diplomatic sources. speaking

on condition of anonymity.

Palestinian

prisoner died in an
Wednesday,

ner dies:  raestinian

sraeli hospital of heart failure on
three days aller ending a two-week hunger

strike, the Israeli prison authority said, reports Reuter from

Jerusalem.

Hussein As'ad Obeidat,

24, from the vill

age of Jabel

Mukaber in occupied East Jerusalem, was on hunger strike
with thousands of other Palestinfan prisoners who were de-
manding an improvement in prison conditions.

"He served three years of a six-year sentence for belong-

ing to a terrorist organisation,”
spokeswoman Shulamit Meiri.

said prison authority

Bombmaker gets life-term in Paris:

The chiel bombmaker of the terror grou
which carried out a campaign of bombings,

Direct Action,
nappings and

assassinations in the mid-1980s, received a life prison
sentence Wednesday, AP from Paris adds. -
Maxime Frerot, 36, was convicted of murder and at-

temapted murder for the bombing of a

police station July 9,

1986 Lhat left a senfor inspector dead and about 30 officers

injurced.

Frerot will serve at least 18

on Wednesday's sen-

lenee, it was not clear whether the penalty would be concur-

rent or consecutive to an 18-year sentence he

serving for other offenses.

is already

An accomplice, Gilbert Vecchi, 38, accused of conspiring

with Frerot to commit the bombing by provig

ing him infor-

mation on the police station, received a 10-year sentence.

Int'l Day of Handicapped Dec 3:

The UN uenerll Assembly

declared December 3 an

International Day of the Hlndiupped AFP reports from

United Nations.

In declaring the day, the General Assembly called on all

UN members to boost their eflorts on behalf of the disabled.

UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali called for
governments and the United Nations to increase their coop-

cration to aid the ha.ru:llcapp-ﬂd.

Gorbachev's p

The Russian gmmrnment on

assport withheld:

ednesday withheld former

Sovict President Mikhail Gorbachev's diplomatic passport,
forcing him to cancel a trip to Italy, reports AP from Moscow.

The

the Communist Party.
The court

landmark trial on

government's actions supported an order by Russia's
Constitutional Court to revoke Gorbachev's ri
abroad until he testifies in a

t to travel
legality of

d to lift the ban for humanitarian reasons

mﬂmﬂurhmhevmunuﬂmlm-m:mm in
~ Germany of former Chancellor Willy B

Russian F
the

pokesman Galina Sidorova said

temporary nel’ththundtl not include .Gorbachev's
trip to Italy. Shcnid the government withheld his diplomatic

passport until after commercial flights had k:ft for Italy on

Wednesday.

International

Move to monitor violation of 'no fly' zone

US plans to install AWACS
data centre in Bosnia

" UNITED NATIONS, Oct 15 :
The United States plans 1o in-
stall AWACS data centre in
Bosnia- lo monitor
any viclation of the UN-im-

no-fly zone over the
ormer Yugoslav republic,
diplomatic sources said late
Tuesday, reports AFP,

The centre would be
tablished near the uar-
ters of the UN Protection
Force [(UNPROFOR) under
construction in Bosnia, and the
information gathered by the
radar-equipped,
Reconnaissance Aireraft
([AWACS) would be passed on
to the UN forces commanded
by French General Phillippe
Morillon, the sources said.

The United States, Britain,
France and Russia — four of the
[ive permanent members of
the UN Security Council —
have been discussing since

€8-

Monday how to monitor the air
mluﬂnn sone that was im-
poscd over Bosnda on Friday.

A senfor UN official was at-
lending the talks, which do
Eimluﬁ China, the sources

The four eouncil members
have also discussed sending
dozens of observers to airfields
in Bosnia, $erbia and Monte-
negro in what is shaping up to
be a prominently European
surveillance mission.

According to Neorth Atlantic
Treaty Organisation sources in
Brussels, four AWACS have
been assigned to UN surveil-
lance missions in the Adriatic
and may be moni
Bosnian with the help

of an addt French AWACS.
But I Serblan forces In

Bosnia keep their promise Lo
move their 30-fixed -winged
combat aireraflt from the Banja

Luka Air Base in Bosnia to
Serbia, Montenegro, stron
surveillance operation wou

be unnecessary, experts here

concurred.

The offer, made
Bosnian Serb Le-der‘rmz
Karadzic, does not include he-
Iln‘:pu:rl.

UN special envoy Cyrus
Vance ‘Wednesday told the
Security Council UNPROFOR
General John Wilson of
Australia was heading to Banja
Luka on Thursday to discuss
detafls of Kradzic's offer with a
Yugoslav military official.

Meanwhile, Washington has
adopted a “"wait and see”
stance on the possible use of
the military to enforce the no-

fly zone over Bosnia-
Herzegovina.
The UN Resolution has

been violated on scveral occa-
sions by Bcrb forces, but

Washington has said it woula
seek to learn the exact cir-
cumstances of the vielations
before taking further action.

French Ambassador Jean-
Bernard Merimee, who pre-
sides over the Security Council
this month, said ne new
Resolution on the sttuation in
former Yugoslavia was needed
at present.

Asked whether the Council
would base any future action on
information provided by the
United States, Merimee
replied that only "official in-
formation coming from
UNPROFOR" would be consid-
ered.

From what is being dis-
cusscd here, it would appear
that UN peacekeeping forces
lack the technical means to
carry out their increasingly
complex mission in former

Tupuhm
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victims in the ruins of a 16-storey building in Heliopolos

district of Cairo October 14. Hundreds died in the Egyp

tian

earthquake because of the deadly game played hy con-

Ban on my foreign trip

arbitrary :

MOSCOW, Oct 15: Former

Soviet Prespident Mikhail
Gorbachev W branded
as "arbitrary” the decision by

the Russian authorities to up-

hold tight restrictions on his

loreign travel, reports AFP.
The dechlun to stop him

visiting was “flagrantly
arhilrn . hl: told a small
group o ]oumlll‘.lu in his of.
fice at the Gorbachev

Foundation here.

"The decisions by the
Russian Foreign Ministry and
the Security Ministry are ille-
gal,” he charged.

The constitutional court
banned Gorbachev from travel-
ling abroad on October 2 be-
cause of his refusal to testify at
the trial of the Communist
Party.

He claims the tnll is a
litical stunt organi m.
rival Russian Pruidcnt Beoris
Yeltsin to discredit him.

The court has relaxed the
ban to enable Gorbachev to at-
tend the funeral of the late
German Chancellor \ll’l.ll}'
lirandt. in Berl:l:n un
blocked the m

"1 hnp¢ tn make ‘I:rlp to
ltaly soon, as well as others,”
Gorbachev told

Later he told Italian rldiu
stalion GR] that Russian

Gorbachev

trave] ban.

"l only had a telephone con-
versation with the Minister
Kozyrev, who told me the
Russian government was obey-
ing the constitutional court
ruling,” Gorbachev said.

"But shortly afterwards the
President (chief justice) of the
Court (Valery] Zorkin assured

me that he raised no ob-
jections (to his Italian trip),”
he added.

Gorbachev said he intended
to return to Russia immedi-
ately following Brandt's funeral.

Meanwhile, Italian Prime
Minister Giuliano Amato told
the Russian Ambassader to
Rome Wednesday of his
“extreme surprise and deep
regret” at the Russian govern-
ment's decision to ban the
Garbachev visit.

Such moves were

"incompatible with the democ-
m process in Russia," he

Foreign Ministry Emilio
Colombo attacked the
"inadmissible nature of the ban
which runs gounter .to.the
great hopes which we had for
changes in the East.”

He said Gnrhu:hw’:dpllgn

would be discuss
European Community foreign

PHNOM PENH, Oct 15!
Guerillas of the radical Khmer
Rouge blew up a major bridge
in a very scrious violation of
Cambodia’'s ceasefire, oflicials
of the UN keeping lorce
said Th y. reports AP.

The bridge on National
Route 6 was blown up between
Tuesday night and nearly
Wednesday, said Eric Berman,
a UN spokesman.

Roule 6 crosses almost the

length of the country, from '

near the Thai border in the
northwest to near Phnom
Penh in the southeast. The
demolished 27-meter (30-
yard) bridge {s about 120
kilometers (74 miles) north-

US sticks to arms
embargo

against Y 'slavia

WASHINGTON, Oct 16: The
United States on Wednesday
ruled out relaxing an interna-
tional arms embargo against
former Yugoslavia to allow
Bosnian Muslims to acquire
weapons for self-defence, re-
ports Reuter.

"Are we considering a
change in the arms embargo?
No, we continue to support the
UN arms embargo the way it
is,” said State Department
Spokesman Richard Boucher.
“We don't support actions
that we think could worsen
the conflict.”

“That possibility has been
discussed, as have a number of

others. But | don't believe
lh:.r;l. administra de-
n to s0,” he said.

Minorities Forum
call to solve
Babri Mosque
dispute

NEW DELHI, Oct 15 : The

all India minorities forum
Wednesday appealed to the

leaders of the Hindu and
Muslim communities to make
an all out eflort to solve the
Ram Janambhoomi-Babri
Masjid dispute at the earliest,

bridge violating truce

east ol Phnom Pcnh,

The UN Transitional
Authority in Cambodia is
studying whether it marked
the start of an offensive against

‘the Vietnamese-installed gov

ernment, said UN military
spokesman Lt. Col. Richard
Palk. :

“It is a very serious ceasec-
fire incident because it is the
first time we have had a de-
molition occur on a major ar-
terial route in Cambodia since
UNTAC arrived” in March, said
UN military commander LL.
Gen. John Sanderson.

“Everything points to a de-
liberate, rather than a sponta-
neous, attack and cverything
points to it being an NADK ac-
tion,” Sanderson said. Ilc was
referring to the Khmer Rouge
army, the National Army of
Democratic Kampuchea.

Sanderson called an emer-
gency meeting Thursday of the
military heads of Cambodia's
four factions to discuss the at-
tack.

Berman did not know what
evidence UN investigators
fnund to implicate the Khmer

Rouge. He said the guerrilias
also demolished a minor
bridge along Route 21 in the
northeast.

The Khmer Rouge massa-
cred Cambodians during its fa-
natical rule in the 1970s, It
fought a Vietnamese-installed
government for 13 years until
signing a peace agreement last
October. However, the Khmer
Rouge has violated altost ev-
ery provision of the accord,
and small skirmishes with

government forces have con-
tinued.

ID card plan contrary to
religious freedom: Benazir

ISLAMABAD, Oct 15:
Pakistan's main opposition al-
liance on Wednesday attacked
a government plan to specify
citizens religion on identity
cards, saying it would foster
religious discrimination, re-
ports Reuter.

"Pakistani citizens are being
divided into different sects
and different categories of citi-
zens are being created,” a
spokesman for the people's
democratic alliance told a
news conference after a mect-
ing in Islamabad.

Alliance leader Benazir
Bhutto told reporters the plan,

announced by the government
on Tuesday nfh:r pressure from
[slamic fundamentalists, would
"Open the way for the discrim-
ination of one sect or another.”

She said it was econtrary to
the concept of religious free-
dom envisioned by Pakistan's
[ounder Mohammad Al
Jinnah, whom Pakistanis call
Quaid-i-Azam (the great
leader).

"l don't think this fits into
Quaid-i-Azam's Pakistan,"”
Bhutto "Why they are try-
ing to d Pakistan on reli-
gious and sectarian lines?"

Alter fundamentalist groups

‘threatened a march on parlia-

ment, Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharifs government decided
that each identity card must
list the religion of the holder.

The fundamentalists from
the mafority Sunni sect de-
manded that members of the
banned Ahmadia sect should
not be identified as Muslims.

The Ahmadis insist they are
Muslims but believe the 19th
century Punjabi founder of
their sect, Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad, was an Islamic
prophet.

This is considered heretical
by other Muslims, who
Mohammad as the
prophet.

last

KUALA LUMPUR: Firemen try to extinguish a fire at a control tower of Kuala Lumpur

International Airpo

rt October 15. The pre-dawn blaze, thought to have been lit by an

arsonist, dutrngr-d the control tower and forced a t.ampﬂrary suspension of all flights.

=

— AFP/UNB photo

' took

struction firms who ignore building regulations in this -
overpopulated country. — AFP/UNB photo E;:E: h.: T;ldmi:;m t:}dtr:: :ﬁurii:,mm-m“ gham, .WEC ““:l-
Khmer Rouge blows up Blast leaves

13 hurt in
Kashmir

JAMMU Oct 15: Thirteen
people were injured when a
powerful bomb exploded in a
passenger bus parked in the
general bus stand here last

night, reports PTI.

According to official
sources, the bomb h was
planted by the mil in the

bus was so powerful that the
bus caught fire when it ex-
ploded causing it extensive
damage.

There was no one in the bus
when the explosion, which
place at 2030 hours. All
the 13 people who received

injurics were standlng nearby

_LhL bus.

ROK to open ties
with Vietnam,

Egypt

SEOUL, Oct 15 :
Korea will open diplomatic re-
lations with Vietnam within-
this year and with Egypt next
year,’ a senlor officfal
Thursday, reports AP.

Kim Hak-joon, the presi-
dential spokesman, told a sem-
inar that Seoul's representative
office in Hanoi, set up last
month, would be upgraded to
an embassy after the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties.

Vietnam has agreed to open
a representative office in Seoul
within this month.

The pro-West South sent
more than 300,000 troops to
fight alongside US soldiers in
the Vietnam War. It was the
second largest foreign contin-
gent in the war after the US

troops.

South

said

gt ric E Mao Shiwen added.

l
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Off the Record

Ramos's visit to the
mountain , 400 km
(2680 miles) north of Manila,
was the first by a Philippine

president since late
Dictator Ferdinand Marcos
was overthrown in a | 986
popular revolt.

Ramos, a former national
police chief, helped lead
the uprising that installed
Corazon Aquinoe in office

and up to the time -hcncppcddnwn in June to hand

over the presidency to Ramos,
visiting the Marcoses political lair,

‘.

Coffee can depress you

BOSTON: People who drink as little as two cups of caf-
feinated coffee a day can suffer from withdrawal symptoms
such as depression, listlessness and anxiety if they abruptly

- stop, a new study has found, reports Reuter.

The st
University
people who regu
mnptnl- if they

The amounts of caffeine approximated the
of US adults, about 82 per cent of whom consume
lant each day. The researchers noted that censumption
twice the US average in some places,

Sweden.

, by researchers at the Johns H
of Medicine, found that more than half
consume cafleine suffer withdrawal
eliminate’ it from their diet

intake
stimu-

was
like Britain and

"Caffeine withdrawal can be more severe and can oecur in
a substantially larger proportion in the general population
than was previously recognised,” the researchers said.

A Mao with
a difference

BEIJING: This Mao wears a three-piece business suit, a

silk tie, and talks [ree-market

sm, Reuter.

Mao Shiwen, a distant relative of the late Chairman Mao
Tsetung, is in Beijing to attéend this week's Communist Party

congress. .

The official Xinhua news agency introduced him today as
nnmhnfﬂhhui new breed of local communist leader.

business is a sure way for local people to get

rich,”

the younger Mao explained using terms that would make the
nrumdux Marxist "Great Helmsman" turn in his grave

they feel
While Mao Tsetung's po
2,000 de

sure that
burhgil.

rtrait still ptares Smu
s Tlananmen Gate, Hnn Shiwen and most of
es to the conference are plotting ways to make
s political and economic legacy stay good and

uhhﬁihnhmm

y from
other

‘Protest Day' paralyses

normal life in Manipur

IMPHAL, Oect 15: Normal
life was paralysed throughout
Manipur
of the "protest day” called by
three gu:ri}la outfits — the
People’'s Liberation Army
Preparkand Kangleipak com-
munist party — against the
merger of bfan!pur ﬁh India,

reports PTI.
Official sources here said
that ts were made

| by the authorities to pick up

government employees from

different parts of Imphal valley

with security escort and atten-
dance in o was reported
. to be "normal.”

Shops, hui:m houses and

valley today as a result

other establishments in the
valley, however, remained
closed and private vehicles
kept off the roads.

The Manipur State Road
Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) however, operated
it's long distance passengers
bus services to Silchar
(Assam), Dimapur (Assam),
Moreh border town and
Jessami area with heavy police
escorl.

The sources said that secu-
rity forces, including plain
clothes policemen, were de-
ployed in the valley and there

was no report of any untoward |
incident so far,

US poll will not disrupt
trade ties, hopes China

BEWJING, Oct 15: China,
worried by frontrunner Bill

' Clinton's tough rhetoric, said

today it hoped the outcome of
next months' US presidential
election would not disrupt
economic and trade ties, re-
ports AFP.

"l hope the election will not
have any negative impact on

economic and trade rela-
tions," said Foreign Trade
Minister Li Lanaqing. -

US president George Bush
has ignored domestic criticism
to pursue a policy of e
ment with China, upholding m
most favoured nation (MFN)
trading status despite repeated

attempts by the Democrat-
controlled Congress to attach

Stalin ordered massacre »of 15.000 Polish officers

WARSAW, Oct 15: A Russian
envoy presented Poland with
documents on Wednesday
proving that Soviet dictator
Josef Stalin ordered the secret
massacre of 15,000 Polish offi-
cers during World War Two,

Reuter,

Rudolf Pikhoya, a lpecill
envoy for Russian President
Boris Yeltsin, handed copies of
Prestnd Lox ol

Walesa and said
that all former Soviet leaders,
including Mikhail Gorbachev,
knew about the crime.

Walesa, fighting back tears,
said: this is a handover of the
most impertant documents
dealing with a terrible crime
against the Polish nation. My
legs are trembling as | look at
these documents.”

The Soviet Unfon denied
responsibility for the killings
untfl 1990, but most Poles and
western historians long
blamed Moscow for the dis-
appearance of the offlicers.

“The Russian government
and President Yeltsin want to
do away with lies in relations

between Poland and Russia.
The handover of these docu-
ments is the proof that our
pleas are genuine," Pikhoya
said giving the documents to

Walesa.

The papers include deci-
sion by the ruling Soviet
Communist Politburo au-
thorising the killing of the of-
ficers who were captured after
the Soviet Upjon and Nazi
Germany divided Poland i
September 1930,

The authorisation for the
killings was singed by Stalin

. Walesa's

and other Politburo members,
press office said.
"All secretaries-general and

secretaries of the central,
Stalin teo

committee, f[rom
Gorbachev, knew about this
horrible crime.” Pikhoya told
Walesa.

Walesa praised Yeltsin for
having the courage to hand
over documents and said
the gesture would open a new
chapter in relations with
Russia. - .

"The [act that these docu-
ments are returned indicates

new correct relations between
our countries,” Walesa added. .

Yeltsin's release of the
documents was a new blow
aimed at his political foe
Gorbachev, who has refused to
testify at constititional court
hearings investigating the
communist party.

THe Russian President's

spokesman, Vyacheslav
Kostikov, on said in
Moscow that the documents
showed Gorbachev had

helped to maintain the Seviet

cover-up of the massacre.
The mass grave of 4,000
Polish Officers, each shot

mm' of the head,,
was in° 1942 by

German in Katyn forest
neaf the Russian city of
Smokensk.

Remains of thousands of
other officers were found in
1001 in the former Soviet
Ukraine, a year after Soviet

" leaders admitted Stalin's re-

sponsibility for the Katyn
killings. ‘ '

|
balance.

conditions to it.

In contrast, Clinton has
promised an administration
that will "not coddle tyrants,
from Baghdad to B:-Il! ng" and
has attacked Bush for deing
"business as usual with those
who murdered freedom in
Tiananmen Square,”

Chinese officials privately
voice :uipurt for Bush, who

was Washington's representa-
tive here in me mid- 1970s.

Clinton, the Democrat
Governor of Arkansas is an un-
known factor, and officials
here are unsure whether he is
merely talking tough to garner
voles or actually intends to
come down harder on China if
elected in November.

The Chinese Cabinet
Minister praised the Bush ad-
ministration for not allowing
the election campaign to affect
talks on a recently resolved bi-
lateral trade dispute.

He said the t
marked " ltuminrz:hthr"
but warned that relations colld

still be badly damaged unless
Bush reversed his decision to
apprnntltuhnfllﬂr-ll

]t! ngh:m to Beifing's rival

¢ decision had "cast a
shadow” over trade relations,
Lt told a press conference,

addi the two sides would

ey “reached '8



