Come to.CHITTAGONG Come to

OK THAI RESTAURANT

before.

nly place for ORIGINAL THA! FOOD & SEAROOD
i CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you
love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

M3 ASIAN HIGHWAY, mn Y.M.CA NASIRABAD.
l:l'mmc. Til: m Fax: (880) 1) - 2%

VOL. lI NO 261 REGD. NO. DA 781

Inside Today
Article

Late Re-entry May
be Too Late for

Ross Perot
Page 4

| International

| US plans to install
AWACS data cen-
tre in Bosnia

Page 5
Magazine

South Africa in Transi-
tion, Columbus Found
Guilty, My World by S
M Ali, Derek Walcott:
Burning, Breaking and
Bridging, Write to Mita
and Longing for an
unfettered life
h Pages 9, 10, 11

Business

Govt to procure rice
through tender

Page 7
| Metropolitan

4

Dhaka Day by Day

Grafitti and the
Dhakaite

{ Page 3

—

NEWS BRIEFS
ALWC meets

By Staff Correspondent
The first meeting of the
newly elected Working Com-
mittee of the Awami League
will be held at 10 am today
(Friday) at its Ba andhu
Avenue central office. Party
chiefl and the Leader of the
in Parliament She-
Hasina will chair the
meeting.

Hafiz joins BNP
Jatiya Sangsad member
Major (Retd) Hafiz Uddin

Ahmed with ten other
eminent ticians of Lalm-
ohan thana under Bhola dis-
trict joined Bangla-

desh Nationalist Party (BNP) -

imbued with its ideals and
programmeés. Those who

BNFP with Maj [ Retd)
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed are: Sola-
iman- Howladar, Yasin Miah,
Jasim Uddin Ahmed, E t
Kabir, Fazlul Haq Meah, ul
Kasem Dulal, Alamgir Meah,
Nirab Meah, [brahim Khalil

and Shahjahan Kuddus, reports
BSS.

Bangladesh Jatiya Imam
Samity yesterday urged the
Muslims to observe ‘Doa Dibas’

today (Friday) to offer p
ﬁrlh:irﬁ:ﬂmﬂul!hmm:;

ﬁtﬁd to oppression
undcr t ‘Operation Push
Back' of India, reports BSS.

Film honoured

Bangladesh Mlm “Shankha
Neel " was screened
in the information section of
Tashkent International Film
Festival on Wednesday, ac-
cording to message receive in
Dhaka . The film was
awarded a special prize, while
actress Champa was awarded a
certificate, reports BSS.

63 more held on

city during October

13 and 14 and have sent them

to fafl. reports UNB.
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Khaleda Amato hold talks

development efforts

ROME, Oct 15:  ltalian
Prime Minister Guiliano Amato
mhut today that Italy would

oul programme
o develop its existing rela-
“-
pecially in the field of eco-
nomic cooperation, reports
BSS, ‘

The ltalian Prime Minister
said this when Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia called on
him at his office at Palazzo
Chigi. .

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
talizur Rahman while briefing
newsmen on the talks said the

tended a very

Italan Prime Minister ex-
warm welcome
to Begum Khaleda Zia on her
first visit to Italy.

Amato said Italy would cer-
tainly come forward te help
Bangladesh in its development
efforts. He said, The existing
relations between the two
countries are very close indeed
and italy would extend all out
assistance to h in its
development endeavours.”

Amato also underlined the
need for regional cooperation
between developed and un-

derdeveloped countries. The

ane Mlmater ’Begztm Khn!edn ?m holding talks with Italian Prime )

meeting which was held in an
extremely warm atmosphere
discussed the possibility of in-
teraction between SAARC and
EEC, '
Bangladesh Prime Minister
while reciprocating the seriti-
ments said [taly was one of the
first countries to sc
Bangladesh and the relation-
ship since then between Bang-
ladesh and Italy had grown
good to better. At prdsent the
relations between the two
countries was at the best
possible levels and coo tion
between them and understan-

A T

S

ister Giuliano

ding which we have received
from the Itallan government
was very good, she said.
The Prime Minister also
jated the speed with
ich Italy had come to the
help of Bangladesh during the
devastating cyclone last year.
The Prime Minister made spe-
cial mention of the relief
shipment the Italian govern-
ment immediately sent to
Bangladesh after the cyclone.
The Prime Minister also
appreciated the Itallan stand
on Rohingya problem that ex
See Page 12 Col 7

Motivate people
to change food
habit: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday stressed
the need for motivating the
people to take nutritious food
through change in food habit,

rts BSS.

Begum Zia said, the
in food habit will help min
imise the nutritional m
and achievement of self-suffi-

ciency in food.

In a message on the occa-
sion of World Food Day, she
said, nutritional problem is an-

other concern of the country
like food problem.

The main victims ef malnu-
trition are the children and
their mothers while mothers’
milk is the best source of nu-
trition for the I:hlldr:n. she
said adding

contain vn.lunbh icnl.l of

- PID photo _autition.

‘Bush-Clinton second debate today

WASHINGTON, Oct 15:
President Bush and Bill Clinton
precpared privately for their
second debate on Thursday in

a cempaign growing testier by
the day. Ticketmates Dan

Quayle and Al Gore sparred at a
distance, as if locked in a de-
bate without end, reports AP.

"l think this administration
is unraveling.” said Gore, the
No. 2 man on the Democratic
ticket.

"George Buah is in a politi-
cal panic,” Gore contended,
noling confirmation by Bush's
government on Wednesday
that it had searched through
embassy [iles overseas for
Vietnam War-era information
on Clinton.

Administration officials said
the search through the files
was in response to requests
submitied by news organiza-
tions.

With Bush's Republican

party lagging in the polls,

Quayle countered with a
reprise of his Tuesday night
debate charge that Clinton
wasn't a man to be trusted—
except to raise taxes and
upt:nding

He also suggested in an
ABC-TVY interview that it had
been an act of courage for Bush
to raise taxes in 1990, a deci-
sion thal many conservatives
view as political heresy.

to the White House and told
riers as entered the
Office, "T'll try my hardest
to do as well as he did. It was
first class.”

But some said the same
tactics used by Bush would
backfire.

"Il George Bush runs too
combative a campaign, he's go-
ing to be seen as too negative
and his own negatives are go-

Bangladesh Television will broadcast live the second
round of US presidential debate at 7 this morning, a BTV
announcement said last night.

Many political analysts—in-
cluding some Republicans—be-
lieve that with three weeks left
to election day, the presiden-
tial race is essentially over and
Bill Clinton has won.

Republican leaders suggest
Bush's only chance may be to
follow Quayle's lead and be
more combative.

.. Bush welcomed Quayle back

ing to go up,” said Stuart
Rothenberg, a Republican who
publisheés a non-partisan polit-
ical newsletter.

Clinton is so far ahead in
the polls "he has reached the
comfort level,” said Rothen-
berg. "We are poised for a
substantial Clinton win."”

"America has decided. It's
Clinton,” said Hery Gralfl, pres-

idential historian at Columbia
University. He cites trends in
Gallup Polls going back to
1936 to bolster this assertion.

A CBS-New York Times poll
released Wednesday gave
Clinton 47 per cent to
President Bush's 34 per cent
and independent Ross Perot's

10 per cent, unchanged from
the same poll 10 days age.

The survey, conducted

Monday and Tuesday among

854 registered voters had a

margin of sampling error of
plus or minus 3 percentage
points.

Clinton also led when re-
spondents were asked whom

they trusted most to solve the

nation's economic problems.
Clinton was favored

Perot and 23 per cent picked
Bush. |

Perot stayed out of public
view on Wednesday.
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observed

World White Cane Day was
observed yesterday throughout
the country to focus the prob-

lems of the visually disabled
persons and make the society
aware of {ts responsibilities
towards them, reports BSS,
Various social organisations

| held elaborate programmes

which included holding of dis-

cussions, rallies, distribution of
leaflets, display of posters and

distribution of white canes

among the blinds.

Voluntary Health Services
Society (VHSS) and NFOWD, a
forum of the NGOs dealing
with the disabled, jointly ar-

ranged a meetirig of the blinds-

IMore
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But leaves ‘push back' issue to
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hiticians

BSF agrees to

'defuse tension’

By Staff Correspondent

Officials of Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR] and the Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) at
a flag meeting at the Bhomra
immigration checkpost in
Satkhira district de-
cided to take steps for defus-
ing tension along the border.

They also agreed that
India’'s so called "operation
push back”™ be resolved politi-
cally by the two rmments
and "those brought to the bor-
der will remain there until fur-
ther decision.”

"We will do mrylhlntmn
maintain peace along the
der ... our good relation will
remain, whatever is the deci-

sion of the tweo governments
on the [(Push back) issue,™ Lt
Col Mozammel Huq told The
Daily Star, when contacted by
telephone from Dhaka.

meeting. He was assisted by
Major Akram Hossain and
Captain Ishaq.

The BSF side was led by the
commandant of the 115 battal-
fon. He was assisted by twe
deputy commandants.

The five-hour ﬂl' meeting
began at 11 am Thursday.

However, Lt Col Hu-q said
that there was no commitment

See Page 12 Col 4

Tigers raid 3 villages,

massacre 148

COLOMBO, Oct 15 ;. Tamil
rebels attacked three villages
in north-central Sri Lanka
Thursday and killed 148 peo
ple, most of them Muslim
civillans, military officials said,
reports AP,

Seven soldiers, five police-
men and 30 children were
among those killed in the pre-
dawn attacks in Plonnarywa
district, said officials at the
joint Operations Command {n
Colombo.

They said troops have found
the bodies of 115 civilians, 23
of them scattered in jungles
where were apparently
dumped by the rebels.

About 100 ctvillans were in-
jured, a military official at the
site said on eondftion' of
anonymity. He was contacted
by telephone.

A policeman_ mumh wil-

-T: Medirigiriya, said his
h::uzc in the vi re-
police radio t the
rthnh threw granads, fired au-
tomatic weapons and hacked
the victims with knives,
Mohamed Azuradeen, a 20-
year-old Muslim, said he saw

women guerillas taking in
the attack. e

"When | heard shooting I
ran from my house into the
ncarby jungle, | saw the

rs ¢ people in the
rice field shooting them
down,” he said in a telephone
interview.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility or clear
motive for the attack.
Lawrence Thillakar, the Tiger
spokesman in Paris, would nei-
ther confirm nor deny rebel
hwl in “ ltllt#,

|

7 killed, 9 injured in
road accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

At least seven persons were
killed and another nine were
injured in five separate road
accidents in Dhaka and
Chittagong yesterday (Thurs-

A pedestrian was killed
when a running train ran over
him at Shamibagh rail cross-
ing at about 3.30 am yesterday.

The victim was identified
as Mohammad Bachchu Miah
and he was about 40. Police
sent the body to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) morgue for autopsy.

In another road accident a
student of Debnath Govern-
ment College was killed and
another one was injured when
a speeding truck knocked a

‘bicycle at Manikganj bus stand

at about 7 am yesterday. The
victims were identified

as -

Mohammad Mojibor Rahman”
Bokul, 24 and Tappu, 12.
Fatally injured Bekul and
Tappu were sent to Manikgani
Sadar Hospital from there
Bokul was sent to the DMCH
where doctors on duty declare
him dead. Tappu was admitted

at Manikgonj Sadar Hospital. '

Police sent the body to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.

At least four persons were
injured when a baby taxi over
turned in front the Prime
Minister's office, Sugondha at
about 7 am in the city yester-

The victims were identi-
filed as Masud 20, Ayesa 40,
Alpona 18 and Tinku 5, they
were admitted at the DMCH.

However police seized the

baby taxi and arrested its .

See Page 12 Col 7 .
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CoastGuard

Mw-ﬂ

mhurth-m:h force

styled "Coast Guard” for
guarding country's coastal belt,

| reports UNB.

Held in the conference
room of Home Ministry, the
meeting decided to raise a
“composite force” with con-
cerned agencies ke
Bangladesh Navy, Bangladesh
Rifles, police, customs. nar-
cotics nﬂllmllndh'l-rhﬂ.
jons, said an officlal handout.

See Page 12 Col 2

Proper learning
must for
leadership,

says Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
asked students to grow up
with proper so they
could take owver of
the country with competence
and farsight, reports UNB.

“The people now realise
how a nation into cri-
sis for lack of Fhmwh&lﬂ in
leadership,” the Awami
President and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament told a
Jahangirnagar University stu-
dents' delegation at her 29

See Page 12 Col 7

Invitation to summit

Mostafiz begins
trips to SAARC
states Oct 21

Star Report

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman begins his
tour of six SAARC next
week to invite the heads of
state and government to the
December summit in Dhaka,
but the trips could well turn
into occasions for
portant bilateral {ssues, at

Sec Page 12 Col 5

JS rejects two
resolutions,
admits two

By Staff Correspopdent

Parllament yesterday re-
jected two resolution on intro-
ducing Honours courses at
the Feni Government College
and the Jamalpur Ashek Mah-
mud College, while admitted
two others. Another resolution
was withdrawn.

See Page 12 Col 4

AL retains
Mymensingh-3

From Our Correspondent.

MYMENSINGH, Oct 15: The
Awami League retained the
Mymensingh-3 (Gouripur) seat
of the Parliament with its.
candidate Roushan Ara
was declared elected in the by-
election Thursday.

A house wife turned politi-

See Page 12 Col 8
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By Sabir Mustafa

A lack-lustre Private Mem-
bers' Day was dying on its feet,

| when opposition Chief Whip

Mohammad Nasim came to the
rescue with a plea to allow
Mustafizur Rahman of Sandwip
to attend Parliament.

The Managing Director of
Bangladesh Commerce and
Investment (BCI) is currently

See Page 12 Col 1
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‘Coup only optwn to cleanse politics in Japan

TOKYO, Oct 15: In an omi-
nous echo of Japan's militarist
past, an army officer has pro-
posed a coup d'etat to clean
out corruption in politics, say-
ing his views have support
among the Self-Defence
Forces, reports AP,

. Shinsaku Yanal, a 45-year-
old major in the Ground Self-
Defence Forces, published his
views Thursday in the largest
circulation weekly magazine in
Jnrn.n a day after a leading
lan resigned in a scan-

H is no longer possible (for

thosc in power) to correct in-
justice lhmqgh elections in a
legitimate way that is the basis
of democracy,” Yanal wrote in
the Shukan Bunshun, a right-
leaning general news magazine
distributed to 700,000 read-
ers.

No other options remain
but “a coup d'etat or revolu-
tion,” Yanai wrole.

The ma £r was sharply re-
buked by Sohel Miyashita, di-
rector-general of the civilian
Defense Agency, which over-
sees Lhe military, and by
Koichi Kato, the ehfef govern-

ment spokesman.

Miyashita told Japanese re-
porters Thursday morning that
the agency "will take appropri-
ate measures” regarding Yanai
aflter studying the matter.

"Such a thing as a coup
d'etat could never be permis-
sible under Parliamentary
democracy. It's out of the
question,” Miyashita said.

Katp told reporters at his
regular news briefing that
Yanai's article "should not be
forgiven.”

"Il @ member of a legiti-
mate armed group expresses

an opinion denying the prin-
ciple of dmmcrlqr it will cre-

ate unnecessary misunder-

standing the public," he
said. "l thin tﬁ: Defense
Agency will conduct the nec-

esdary investigation and take
appropriate measures.”

Yanai said he was not alone
in his thinking. He quoted an
anonymous senior officer in
the Self-Defense Forces as say-
ing, "The time will surely
come when someone stands

He quoted the officer as

saying it was "strange” that a
coup Ilike the famous
unsuccessful attempt by young
military officers on February
26, 1936, had neot occurred
despite the fact that nation's

politics were as corrupt now as

then.

Yanal quoted another sol-
dier as saying: "We are worry-
ﬂ:-uut how to buy a house

by after retirement,.

but tfou creeps tFnch-im.l
pocket and amount of

fllegal money their
mfu.l. We are ﬂ up.w ;
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Che Daily Star

OFFICE SHIFTED

The Baily Star announces the shift-
ing of its editorial, news and commer-
cial offices to Road 3, House 11,
‘Dhanmandi Residential Area, Dhaka l
with effect from Saturday, October 10,

All our valued readers, advertisers
and patrons are requested to kindly |
note the change of address. Press re-
leases, ads and all other communica-
tions should be addressed to :

Che Daily Star

House 11, Road 3

Dhanmandi R/A
Dhaka 1205

Tel : PABX 500091-4; 863036;




