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‘Bombs at’Adamjee

Mhmmmmhmﬂ’yﬂudum
N.Wmllondq when four men were

were ap ntly
related to the con-
“mlndh-tﬂ: or sup at the

Jute Mills. Police sources in the indus-
town have confirmed, unoﬂlcul.z' what most
newspaper reports have concluded : that the
bomb-makers were wor for um‘: of three
labour unions battling to esta undisputed
control over the factory lnd immediate
su — and thus an unfettered access to
illegal nubu:ﬂ ion from workers besides
other pe Lg oings-on at Adamjee, not just
Hnndly but for past five months, represent
nothing but the use of terror for political as well
as benefits. In the past four and a half
months 13 people have met violent deaths and
over 1,000 injured. Quite clearly, if an institution
of the country could be said to have become a
hmtagt to terrorism, then it is Adamjee Jutc

Whn Moggs accidental bomb blast showed
te the much-trumpeted anti-ter-
rbrhmdrtvcmundthe country, and the pm-]
mulgation of the Suppression of Terroristic
Offences Ordinance, the work of the mafia, in in-

dustry as elsewhere,
dead men were said to outsiders, m not
Adln:qu, which again indicated that

ag
mMMMMHdE tatt:lt::mg'|

drafted in to do jobs
Preaunu . had the accidental losion at
bﬂ:n used,

oes on unimpeded. The

, those bombs would have
proba sooner than we think, in the
| ee battles. In other words, the protagonists
- have not felt compulsion to pay any heed to
- either the threat posed by the anti-terrorism or-

dinance, or to the drive against terrorists.

The question that naturally arises is, why is this
' the gase? What kind of backing do the Ad
terrorists have which allow them to feel that
law would not touch them? We can be certain
that if union leaders pursuing violence at Adamjee

felt that a police crackdown was imminent, then
they would have been forced to re-think their
current practices.

The reason for this state of affairs may well be
the lack of political will, at the highest level, to
apply the law As has often been observed else-
w en: the involvement of bodies aﬂ'ﬂiatcd to the
ﬂ:e rty in violent activities makes the job of
difficult without clear-cut political di-
mctlon In these situations, the arrest of someone
even for minor offences becomes politically sen-
sitive, if activists of major parties are involved.
This has been one of the major reasons for the
faflure of the government to tackle terrorism. But
the government and indeed, opposition parties,
must soon rec that while a violent ap-
proach to politics or tion of criminal el-
ements may bring short-term gains, it invariably
leads to long-ternr disaster. Any %hacmjng party
urpu'tyuplnlgt political office that fails to put
the interest of law, that is of th: na abaove
party interest, is destined to lose confidence of
the people. It has now become imperative for the
home ministry, on the one hand, to allow the po-
lice to act in an impartial and firm manner, and
deal with violence iIn accordance with the law
whoever t be the instigator. On the other
hand, the should give serious thought to
appointing an ependent, judicial enquiry into
Adamjee's affairs. The committee can recom-
mend ways in which the political leadership of
the country. including both the ruling and nppn—
sition parties, can reform and reorganise t!
labour unions, to democratise them and mdkc
them accountable to their members. We are not
quite sure just how deep the rot in Adamjee now
runs, and that i{s why an enquiry is necessary.
Administrative measures may well succeed in
containing the violence, but may not be enough to
cure the blem. A judicial enquiry may be able
to iden the inner causes why violence is so
readily accepted as a means to political ends.
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Disaster in Cairo

The earthquake that hit Cairo on Monday, tak-
ing a heavy toll of lives, once again demonstrated
several facts. In any natural disaster, it is the poor
that always pay the heaviest price. Secondly, de-
spite all the scientific achievements in our con-
temporary world, we are yet to develop a reliable
early warning system to predict an earthquake.
Again, it seems, a country or a city does not have
to be in what is known as the carthquake belt to
be hit by this disaster.

While relief work is in progress, with no reli-
able figures still available of the damage ‘caused by
the Monday's disaster, what is no longer in doubt
is that the large number of casualties lived in
“rickety old I:iuildlngu as well as shoddily con-
structed newer ones” and among children who
rushed out of swaying schools. This explains why
the earthquake which was said to be relatively
moderate in intensity took several hundred llvca
and left many more missing.

We have seen this happen in Bangladesh during
natural disasters. If, over the years, we had built .
stronger dwelling houses to replace rickety huts
along the country's coastal belt, a cyclone or a
tidal wave would never claim so many lives.

The disaster in Cairo has also focused attention

on problems facing exploding cities, With its pre-
sent population estimated at 12 million, the

slums, dwindling civic facili--
non-existent protection against
environmental hazards. So what happened in
Cairo on Monday may happen in any city during a
natural calamity. Herein lies a lesson that we
must draw from the latest disaster.

True, there are no ways of dealing with
problems of such exploding cities as Cairo, Lagos,
Calcutta and Mexico City. It won't be long before
Dhaka also earns this dubious distinction. But

there must be some planning, however modest it

mlybe. ensure that people do not live in old
and die in hundreds.

W’t share grief suffered by the people of

mdhopethatthcunmmunnalcmmumty
respond generously to Cairo's appeal for re-
lief assistance. We also hope that, within its lim-
ited resources, will also join in the
to give the victims the support and help
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| eign aid. The foreign

" scintillated through

‘NGO affairs
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. confusion in peop

T was a great time for
colorful cliches and
mutual recriminations.
From mnorth to South the
knives were out as Europe's

markets went lonic
tﬁﬂt -lines” up in
the

luppoudlr unifying

"The sky is k with the
wings of chickens co
home to roost," decla
former British premier Lord
E:.I rk lled the —

rserk” t
o H# Mlﬂ"

"A situation dominated by
chaos and incompetence,”
concluded Milan's Corriere
della sera

The credo of mone
stability and cnnvtrlcmu?f
economies “has now been bru-

|, Maastricht

‘tally thrown into question,®

announced the French daily Le
Figaro.

The causes of the crisis are
well-rehearsed - over-valued
Euro-currencies, "Stubbornly”
high German interest, rates,
uncertainty about the French
referendum vote on Maastricht

(the outcome was "Un petit

oul,” a wafer thin majority in
favour) and the British gov-
ernments insistence that ster-
ling would not be devalued, a
clear though unintentional sig-
nal to currency speculators
that this is exactly what would
happen. And it did ...

Well-rehearsed may be, but
with no final curtain sight.

Indeed, much high-level
diplomacy, including a planned
mid -October .summit, will be
needed before the uncertain-
ties end and the “benign
curve” stability which Euro-
business people crave re-
asserts itself.

It could well be delayed un
til the Maastricht Treaty has
been fully ratified. As yet,
fewer than half the 12 EC
member-states have done so,
though four more are due to
confirm their approval later

thlsmr

Is Europe Ready for Freedom?

Nicola Cole writes from London

. The long-expected explosion over Earope’s fragile
alarming speed, throwing currencies, economic policies
confusion and disarray. Yet the drama is the most extrao
markets and cannot mask very deep commitmen
integrated Europe, Special EC summit is on Oct 16

for the present. Blﬂil‘L which
has quit the Exchange :
mechanism, could - p-un%
follow guit unless are
made in the interests of more
equability

Her European partners
want clarification but no rene-
gotiating of the Treaty, which
includes provisions for an EC
central bank, and a cur-
rency, by the century's end.

Contradictory as it may
séem, only one point {8 rock-
solid right now; the total

commitment of EC leaders to
the concept of a unified
Europe.

This has arguably never
been stronger since the Treaty
of Rome created a European
Community 35 years ago.

One measure of that com-
mitment was the recent threat
by Jhacques Delors, president
of the European Commission,
to resign if the French said
‘No' to Maastricht.

Another has been warnings
from Euro-ministers about the

“The sky is dark with the wings of chickens coming home to roost”

tacks on refugees in

by right-wing thugs, the

‘ethnic cleansing” in former °

Yugoslavia
World War Two, triggered

by Hitler and the Nazis cast a
shadow.

long, very deep

Exchange Rate Mechanism erupted with
and political alliances into
rdinary ever seen in financial
t to and progress towards a fully-

Although proposals for a fed-
eral Europe date back 600

years, they only materialised

with economic, defensive and
social needs following the
events of 1939-45.

of the need for trading power
as the so-called "Pacific rim”

couniries -- notably Japan,
Singapore, Indonesia and

-an-nilnh-e-r.ly-di
sented in the EC, the A

and mnrhttin' skills ﬂ
manufacturing industries a le-

- gend, and it watched the cur-

rency crisis with

Europe’s state of readiness
carries from country to coun-
try. Overall, much faith is bttn.
pinned on the Single Market -
an entity larger in cross-bor-
der trade than Japan and the
United States combined
which opens for business on |
January 1993,

Remaining
four freedoms of movement --
people, capital, goods and
services -- are due to have
been removed bétween the EC
states by the final day of the
present

The emhhn; programme is
on schedule, with 235 of the
282 proposed directives hav-
ing been adopted by the deci-
sion-making Council of

barriers to the

measurers and agreeing whic

car phones are acceptable, to

name just two of them.
Eyro-ministers are confi-

dent and determined there

will be concert-pitch

by the December 31 deadline.

— Gemini News

Nicola Cole was staff writer
and newsdesk executive on
the London Times and Finan-
cial Corres t with the
London Bureau of The Aus-
tralian. Now operates as a

Jreelance.

- NGOs and Government: Differences should be Minimised

by Jerome Sarkar

RITICISM bears good

fruits if the EHI:II‘:I are

sincerely constructive
in their intentions. Over the
past few weeks a good number
of reports and writings against
and in favour of NGO activities
appeared in' different news-
papers. The repo
activities of the NGOs submi-
tted by the NGO Bureau to the
Prime Minister has supposedly
the press.

the with

I read
interest
pointment. Under the circu-

mstances, | feel inclined to

*ihlre some of my practical
| experiences,

ure to real
mun--n:lm

Iif one intends to look at

, the four

parties namiely the Govern-

ment, the people, the donors

in ‘one's mind. Fortunately, .our
present Government i{s an
clected one and unfortunately
it has inherited a devastated

‘machinery with acute dearth of

financial resources, a ual
political instability, the po-
licies formulated and dictated
by foreign forces As well as
very little hope for the
fledgling democracy, not to
mention incompetent and
inexperienced leadership.

NGO Bureau

Ours is a vn:lz poor country.
We constantly depend on for-
aids are
mostly routed through NGOs
(national" and foreign). Go-
vernment having acknowl-
edged and recognised the de-
velopment work carried out by
the NGOs, has set up NGO
Bureau. Understandab lh:
aim of establishment o
Bureau has been to sup
and assist the NGOs in Lmlr
work by resorting to quick
processing, minimal formali-
ties and re-vamping effective
co-ordination to resolve their

| day-to-day problems. This NGO

‘Bureau is further responsible
to oversee that the NGOs fol-
low the Govt rules and regula-
tions in the interest of the na-
tion. The -recent allegations
and counter-allegations often
expggerated by animosity have
made in clear that the NGO
Bureau and the NGOs do not
any more enjoy good relation-
ship. If we are sincere and our
aim is development and bet-
terment of the lot of the peo-
ple, the allegations and
counter tions will take us
nowhere. _It simply creates
's mind.

'I'Iurefum, a hulthy interac-

rt on the

reports
and nll::n “disap- -

.hlckﬂrdnﬂlinln

tion between the NGO Bureau
and the NGOs is the need of
the hour.

Our people are described as
the poorest of the poor by the
western world for reasons
known to all. They lack all ba-
sic requirements such as food,
clothes, shelter, education,
health and so on. A bulk {s un-
skilled and out of work. Life is
beset with manifold problems.
We are dependent on fo
. ' Beggars cannot
choosers. So, we have to toler-
ate many things we do not like
and consider unjust.

'The governments of the de-
v:];n world, being enlight-

with .the lesson that
y part of
the world will finally endanger
development in another, have
been l:lotng their best to help
the developing countries.
Since independence, the
donors have pouréd in re-
sources - financial and kind to
salvage our country from the
ditch of poverty. But nobody
seems happy with the results
— neither the government nor
the people, nor the Donors
‘and NGOs. The donors and
'NGOs blame the government

for red-tapism and corruption,

and the government complains
about the donor's and NGOs’
penchant to override govern-
ment orders.

Allegations

We often come across the
allegations that the NGOs are
engaging themselves in eon-
vv:rl::f the people to a

on under cover of de-
velop m:nl activities. Till date
mbodjr could make any head-
way to confirm the allegations.
The government has all the
necessary machineries at
command to find out and re-
solve the issue. It's a mystery
why the government is keep-
ing mum. However, anybody ir-
respective of creed and reli-
gion should be allowed free
will to adopt and practice any
religion.

The major NGOs the
rehabilitational work just after
the liberation war. Later most
of them have taken the shape
of development agencies or
the catalysts for development.
Thus they formulate their ac-
tivities in commensurate with
the government's plans and
policies. In this connection,
they obtain approval of the
government, The government
should take all measures to
remove and prevent red-

tapism and corruption inml::'?
| government ut'ﬂm a.nd

cnmplinnn: and corruption by
any NGO.

Present Condition

Let's have a look at the pre-
sent condition of our country.
Bangladesh is economically a
very backward country. For last
nine years autocratic regime
has rendered the economy fur-
ther crippled. Present Govern-
ment is democratically elected
and the parliamentary sy.iem
has been established. It has
been in power for less than
two years. During the past rule,
the country saw a duwn hill
journey which took place
faster and easy, almost dest-
roying all prospect. The fact is
that the constructive and de-
velopment work is an up-hill
trip which is hard and time-
consuming. So, the present
government too needs more
time to bring the things under

' control. However, the present

trend does not permit any
room for complacence at the
establishment of democracy.
Over and above, repeated
natural disasters like cyclones,
floods, droughts etc have been
our regular visitors compelling
the country's dependance on
foreign aids. The NGO aétivi-
ties have become indispens-
able in this country. The
donors provide the resources
and financial assistance to our
Government and directly
and/or indirectly support NGO
activities. It won't be out of
place to mention that Govern-
ment's development budget.
nearly 100 per cent depends
on foreign grant and loans. As
opined by the knowledgeable
sources, these donors can play
very important role in many
ways by tying . funds to
improved law and order situa-
tion, establishment. of indus-
tries conducive to employment
and environment ete, In the
I'EEPECtE donors lack initia-

Complementary Acﬁmtlﬁﬂ'
The NGO actlvitiea are
complementary to government
activities and they play a
prominent role in realising the
government's efforts for devel-
opment. They cully foreign do-
nations in support of their ac-
tivities based on government's
aims and objectives. The NGOs
are ,accountable both to the
Government and the K Donors.
Thus they are under dual con-
trol. They have to follow the
instructions of the government
on the one hand and on the

-Many a time,

another, they have to abide by
the guidelines of the funding
donors Agencies/governments.

They can therefore work
cﬂ'uctivcly and efficiently only
with the sincere cooperation
and active support from both —
the Government and the
Donors. So the need
calls for better m:rl:gndhq
between the Government and
the Donors leading to a
consensus regarding the best
development policies, imple-
mentation and modus ope -
which will create a congenial
atmosphere for the NGOs to
contribute positively ta the
need of the country. It is
encouraging that many ex-
patriates are working in this
country with the NGOs. This
definitely strengthens cultural
exchanges, import of know-
ledge and technological know-
how. We should have respect
for their life-style and they
should have regards for our
way of life.

I spent nearly 17 years in
Greater r and Dinajpur
Districts. There I had the op-
portunity to observe NGO
activities such as building
clinics and health complex,
schools and madrashas, brides
and culverts. Lunching road-
side tree plantations, food fi g\
work programme and so on,
these Effurt:
were implemented in colla-
boration with the ernment
and the local people. The
funds and plans were approved
by the government. It is’
regrettable to mention here
that in many cases, the
management of the newly
ente were taken over by
the government and were
subs¢quently reduced to the
condition of inertia and in-
operation.

Govt under Pressure

Usually the government un-
der the pressure from the lo-
cal elite and political activists
in their attempt to gain more
power and prestige over the
society, resort to such han-
dover. Consequent upon fail-
ure, it is the government who
is put in an embarrassing situa-
tion. Therefore, - the govern-
ment should give serious
through before taking over
such enterprises particularly
regarding management capac-
ity of it's representatives/local
political leaders.

It i1s disclosed that a
ﬁlmber of people are |um-.rtng

TEmE s e om0 e———

~ the development of

The

from the dreadful disease of
leprosy. An NGO took up an
exclusive p to check
the further spread of the dis-
ease with curative and preven-

tive methods. The NGO has
established a Leprosy Hospital
in Nilphamari and extended
treatment to hundreds of pa
tients at the out-door.

organise mobile clinic with
trained stafl who goes around
from Hat to Hat (weekly mar-
ket spots) to advise and treat

the leprosy tients. There
was another hospital built in
Dhanjuri under Dinajpur

District with private .
ours where the patients after
complete cure are also reha-
bilitated, if they are not ac-
cepted by their family or soci-
ety. Such activities of the NGOs
should be appreciated by all
and the government should ex-
tend cu-:ptmﬂon in this line,
Education
Education i{s the pre-condi-
tion of development. So the
NGO built hundreds of schools
in different areas with the ap-
proval of the Government and
in case of p schools,
Government used to share 50
r cent of the total cost. It
been found that the school

buildings are the only concrete
structures visible in some of

the remote areas. These struc-
tures were built for multi-pur-
pose utility. This clearly de-
picts how the government and
NGOs can work together for

areas of the country.

The development of road
communication plays an im-
portant role for the economic
development of any country.

infra-structural development
made the NGO take up massive
programme in this mpar.:l ‘and
build hundreds of bridges, cul-

"vertn.madlctctnhnpmﬂhe

communication system. At the
request from MPs. Chairmen,
Union Parishad members, the
schools, bridges, culverts,

market sheds ete are built

after making: thorough cost
benefit analysis by the NGOs.
Here again we see how in trust
and cooperation the NGOs and
the local authorities wnrk.r

During the emergen

-ations arising out of
clones, floods, droughts thc,

local governments always
sought assistance from the
NGOs to tackle the situations.
This further speaks of gov-

'ernment's confidence in NGO

remote

rnment's emphasis on

activities.

We are all human beings
and none of us in infallible.
Reportedly the corruption has

rvaded every sphere of our

fe. So, it is not unusual that
some government officers and
some NGO officials are gaining
by means of corruption.
Everybody should be on alert
against corruption. It is ex-

ted that [ree-whee] dis-
urses, debates, and discus-

sions will ensure what we call
transparency of democracy l.nd
wither away corruptioh and
uulmmpthn

Free press is the chief wh'l
cle of transparency of democ-
racy. Both the governmeént and
NGOs should have the courage
to take it in spirit;
though it may often taste like
swallowing a bitter pill.
However this should not L a
mud-slinging business.
Instead, it should promote bet-
ter mutual under standing.

. Interaction

This interaction is a good
sign and exercise as long as it
knows its limits. It is desirable
that the decision-making per-
sons be judicious and cautious
for any future .move. Let the

mment spell out in clear
terms the rules and regula-
tions for NGOs, and let the
NGO Bureau be clear on, its

stand and cooperative. Let the
donors also realise that what is
good in country may

not be feasible in developing
countries. Let all shadow of
doubts vanish and social

and peace be established for
the greater interest of the na-
tion. It is a known fact that
no can exist without jus-
tice. Since both Govt and
Donors aim at a common goal
for the betterment of suffering
mass socially and economi-
cally, we wish both the parties
have mutual trust and coopera-
tion and facilitate the NGO ac-
tivities to continue without
unnecessary delay or hin-
drances for the greater inter-
est of the poor people.

It is in .the interest of the
government, the donors, the
people and the NGOs that the
differences should be min-
imised immediately. As our de-
velopment is a pressing need,
it in turn assures of better fu-
ture for the whole world.
Everybody should remember
that it takes all the rich, the -
poor, the black, the while to

" make the world and we all are

dependent on one another in
one or the other way. We need
each other.

are the

Sir, Universities
highest educational seats of a

. These are distin-
, from the other educa-
tional institutions primarily

cou

because of the criterion of re-

search which other educa-
tional institutions do not nec-
essarily conduct. In addition to

teaching, the university pro-’

fessors conduct research in
their respective fields and
which contributes to the de-
velopment of a nation. This
new knowledge is to be iIn
conformfty with the trend of
development. Without this ad-

dition of new knowledge to the
not

_ dﬁhpmu.

It is evident that the uni-
versities of our country have

" not been able enough to meet

' the above irements. We

have an Agricultu

The overwhelming majorii
our people are en
‘agriculture. But still we could
not attain food auturky.

The story of the Bangladesh
. University of Engineering and
Tcechnology (BUET) has not
been better than the above. It
is alleged that due to various
Hmitations the students of this
university cannot truly be in-
ventive; thus they cannot con-
tribute to the development of
the nation to the desired ex-

The state of the other gen-

tural University. '

in:

eral universities has- been
worse than the above.
Knowledgeable sources said
that the shelves of these uni-
versities are filled with re-
search papers but ironically
those could not lead the coun-
try to development.

To quete from the Holy

Quran, "God does not help in
changing the fate of any action,
until a nation strives for chang

its own fate.” For the de-
velopment of any country, the
best role can be played by her
universities. In our country,
the failure of the universities
to. do so resulted from some
controllable factors. To [acili-
tate the students to develop
their merit, some new mea-
sures could be taken. Not sta-

Ultk:ll
tilc n's lhl.l'l: of our

nntlonnt budget Id be
channelled to :du tion to
push the country towards de-
velopment, |

Md Abdur Rouf

. Sergeant Zahural Haque Hall,

DU.

Well written articles
Sir, Some exceptio nlll]r
well written articles Ln
peared in some news
lately h deserve s
recognition. One such is 'On
History and Selective Amnesia’
by Qazi M Fazal (The Daily Star,
5 Sep 1992).

.~ Such articles t
extremely useful tm 'ﬂ“l‘*

but in truest

. thy place in the

tions, it first has to
see and appreciate life in its

Prlnter’l thvil

Sir, Despite all attention
printer's devil may of course
play ita nuisance. But if a par-
ticular word, say 'convener’

appears as 'convehor always on

your esteemed pages, should
we take it as the mischiel by
printer's’ devil?

Or is it because r con-
tributors are fo of this

speling? We have also our
confusion about the correct
spelling. Is it 'convener’ or
‘convenor'? Kindly enlighten
s

Rahman

Sharmin
Department of English
Rqgjshahi University

It's ‘convener. Sorry,  the
spelling was overlooked. Edtr



