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'You've come a Long Way, Baby'

Satcllitc dishes have become fashtonable in
Dhaka. Star TV, MTV have become household
names. For a few at least. To top it all CNN
International (CNNI) has arrived, bringing the
rest the world closer Lo us.

With an age of about 12 years, CNN
International is the world's first and foremost
24 hour television news network. It reached its
peak of international popularity during the Gulf
War, being the first news network to report live,
a war while it was going on. CNN's live coverage
of the student uprising in China in 1989, of the
dismantling of the Berlin wall and of super
power summits such as the Helsinki summit in
1990, — earned worldwide respect. CNNI's
uniqueness is that scheduled programmes are
interrupted to bring viewers the latest news sto-
ries from all over the world, as and when they
happen. It is available in over 100 countries to

more than 70 million households.

As the person mainly responsible for bringing

CNN to Bangladesh, Onu Jagirdar — managing
dircetor of CNN operations, fcel$ optimistic

about the network's popularity in this country.
So what made CNN come here in the lirst
place? Jagirdar says thal this is pnn‘ of CNN's
broader objcctive lo promwic and distribute
ideas o as muny counlrivs as pm.:-..'ihl-. "No onc
thought CNN could be -HLLLII}'I::.B]E hl.u
Bangladesh”, says Jagirdar matwer ol Iactly, bul
op the contrary it has been very well received. It
has come as an opcning
Bangladesh and the rest of the world. It shows
that our new demwocricy is working and we are
not afraid of outside information.’

In Bangladesh there- are approximately
600,000 television scls which brings an audi-
ence of aboul 6 million people and Jagirdar be-
lieves that this numbcr is more likely to go up
than down.

At present Bangladesh's viewers can watch
CNN from 7 am to 1 pm on local television
without paying anything extra for satellite
dishes. This is a littlc inconvenient for wurkmg
pecople since this covers oflice hours. Jagird.ag
informs that this has been a trial broadcast und

of barriers belween

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

CNN lnt.arnatmna] s state-of-the-art studios in Atlanta

that if there is enough demand then it is possi-
ble that the timings could be changed to a more
convenient time such as in the afternoon or
aflter midnight.

Which brings us to the inevitable tion:
who pays for all this? The contract with BTV is
that it will get free use of CNN for six months
during which it can exploit an advertisement
time of six minutes r hour. International
Media Services foots the bill for this and has
provided the satellite dish (the third largest on
BTV's rooftop) and other technical equipment.

Censorship is something BTV seems to be
overly zealous about. So how does BTV reconcile
itsell with uncensored ftems on CNN? Says Onu
Jagirdar, "Well, the programmes on CNN do not
really have much that would call for censorship.
We have agreed that if there are programmes
that go against the cultural norms of Bangladcsh
we will edit thosc. But overall we are pleased to
see that BTV is very liberal about CNN's broad-
casting.”

One of the upc:iul fcatures that make CNN so
exclusive says Jugirdar is 1hatl compared to BHC
or NBC, CNN does not hive much editorial o
political analysis, conecniueung on just giving
vicwers the facls withoul uying to influence
them. Morcover hie adds that  this audie visual
moedium Unvugh satcllite crosscs language, po-
litical and glo barricrs”. This makes nﬂn
more unmediale and real.

Aninrumpculhn.nuf:ﬂﬂluhhm
being worrfed. According to a study that sur-
veyed 2,000 scenlor executives in 17 European
countrics CNNI had the highest weekly viewing
of all satellite channels! In Bangladesh Jagirdar
believes CNN is going to be a hit. He says, "I
don't think CNNI has any competition. There
will be other news channels but no one has the
access, distribution, respectability or logistics of
CNNI, as far as news is concerned”. Whether
this confidence is wellfounded only time will
tell. It is nevertheless, quite encouraging when a
housewife in a rcmote village in Tangail says,
"Oh yes. they show something called 'CN' in the
mornihgs on TV". Youw come a long way CNNI

Coordinated resistance sought

to reduce natural calamities

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday underscored
the need for building coordi-
naled national resistance to
reduce natural calamities with
a view to ensuging economic
and social progress, reports
BSS.

He said that both the peo-
ple and the government ma-
chineries should be involved
in disaster preparedness pro-
grammes and preventive mea-
sures to reduce the loss in-
curred by any natural calamity.

__The President was speaking

as the chiel guest at the inau-
gurni ceremony of the 1992 in-
iernational day for natural dis-
aster reduction held at the
Osmani Memorial Hall here.

Organised by the Relief
Ministry the function was also
addressed by State Ministler
for Reliel Lutfur Rahman Khan,
UNDP Resident Representative
Charles H Larsimont, Relief
Sceretary M A Hakim and
Joint Secretary A Z M Hossain
Khan.

President Biswas said along
with national level activities

international cooperation l.tli
coordination wuuld help

duce the loss of nnturll
calamities. He said assistance

and cooperation among the
natural calamities prone coun-

tries of the world would also

help solve these

The President said that
public awareness should be
created for spontancous in-
volvement the people in
disaster preparedness pro-
grammes to reduce the losses
and mitigate the sufferings of
the victims.

Muhammad Gﬂnjidmmt Ambassador, Islamic Republic of
Iran to Bangladesh called on BUET Vice-Chancellor Prof
M Shahjahan at his office yesterday.

China building socialism
in own model : Envoy

China has achieved growth
rate of ninc per cent in the
last decade and the authorities
there are hopeful to keep the
rate in future too, reports BSS.

Chinese Ambassador in
Bangladesh Cheng Song Lu said
this while addressing as chiefl
guest Tuesday, a tion arr-
anged to celebrate the 43th
fou anniversary of Peo-
m.l::pubhc of China by Bang-

China Friendship Asso-
clation (Unity Centre) here.

The Ambassador said that
China was socialism in
its own model through which
the pace of development in

nt sectors is being en-

sured there.

Mentioning the prevailing
[riendly relations between
Bangladesh and China Song Lu
hoped that the relations would
be strengthened through the
cooperation of the people of

Bangladesh in future.

Presided over by Luthfe
Alam. President of the Associa-
tion, the function was addres-
scd by Montu Khan and Delwar
llossain, Secretary General and
the Vice President of the
Association respeclively.

Leaders of various socio-po-
litical bodies, elite ang high of-
ficials attended the function.

Work unitedly,

[LGRD Minister
asks metal
workers

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder yesterday said that
the metal workers of the coun-
try were rendering great ser-
vice to the expansion of mills
and factories as well as the
economic development of the
country. He called upon them
to work unitedly for the overall
development of the country,
reports BSS.

The Minister was speaking
as chief guest at the central
council 1992 of Ba esh
Metal Workers' Federation
(BMF) at the BCIC auditorium
in the ci

Presided over by the
President of MBF Mabirur
Rahman, the council was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Industries Minister Shamsul
Islam Khan, President of
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Shra-
mik Dal Iskander Ali, Director
of International Metal Workers
Federation, west Asian office
KS Chellappan, Director of
ILO, Bangladesh, Warner K
Blenk, General Secretary of
BMF Nazrul Islam Khan and
Joint Secretary of BMF KAM
Nazrul Islam.

Quoting the old proverb

"industry is the mother of good
luck” - the LORD and
Cooperatives Minister said that
no nation could be developed
without being industrious. He
said that all should work hard
for the development of the
country.

Day today
World White Cane Day will
be observed in the country to-
day (Thursday) as elsewhere in
the world, reports UNB.
Various social organisations
have chalked out elaborate
programmes to observe the
day to create awareness
the people to assist the bl
in thetir overall development.
Voluntary Health Services
Soctiety (VHSS) and the na-
vonal forum of NGOs working
for the handicapped will

jointly hold a rally in the city at
9 pm today. The rally will be-
gn from Shishu Acuremy and
end in front of Jatiya Press
Club after parading through
Noor Hossain Square (zero
point).

The rally will be partici-
pated, among others, by
Deputy Leader of the House
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury.

Bangladesh Drishtihin
Foundation will arrange a dis-
cussion meeting at Bangladesh
Research Council (BARC) at 5

m :
’ Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury
will attend the discussion as
chiel guest while Social Wel-
fare Minister Tariqul Islam and
Ilcalth Minister Chow-dhury
Kamal [bne Yusufl as special
guests.

The programme of
Bangladesh National Society
for the Blind will include white
cane demonstration in front of
Jatiya Press Club from © am to
11 am.

It will be followed by a rally
of the blind that will parade
different thoroughfares in the

capital.
JU students

protest shifting
of exam dates

Contrary to the usual prac-
tice, the students of Jaha-
ngirnagar Universitly demo-
nsirated their protest Wed-
ncsday against the university
authorities’ decision to shift
the honours cxamination dates
sine die, rcporis. BSS.

The duoriston was taken
Luesday lollwing an uppu.nl b)'
some studente
the activists of Chlaua Ehihlr
‘A!u' WLlL Hl.l.-h..u ad bl I.lll-'
CaMtipatis catu! LA A lasatidoed
over 10 the pellog, allegodly for
kevping IHL Lje anus wand
Iumtﬂ.lunhtl st

The examinations for the
first and second ycar honours
classes were scheduled 10 be-
gin this week.

A large number of :mdenu

yesterday brought out a pro-
cession protesting ‘the deci-
sion. The procession paraded
the campus and later gheraoed
the Vice-Chancellor's office
and handed over a memoran-
dum to the Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Kazi Salch Ahmed de-
manding examinations on the
scheduled dates announced
carlicr.

Majid meets FAO
official

Minister for Agriculture,
Irrigation, Water Resourccs
and Flood Control M. Majid-Ul-
Haq, Tuesday met FAO
Director General Edouard
Saouma, IFAD President Jazz-
airy and WFP acting Execulive
Director Salahuddin Ahmed in
scparate meeting in Rome,

according to a mecssage
received in Dhaka, reports
BSS.

They discussed the visit of
Bangladeshi Prime Ministcr
Begum Khaleda Zia to Rome.

At the invitation of FAO
Chief Saouma, Begum /.
would attend the "World [1nul
Day” celebration on Octobur
16.

She would deliver the key
note specch at the celebration.

Kazi Samity
executive body
formed

A 13-member executive
committee of Dhaka district
Kazi Samity was formed here
yesterday with Kazi Syed Shar-
jatullah, Ghulam Kibria Chow-
dhury and Kazi Raisuddin as

President, Vice-President and
Secretary respectivel
relcase said, reports

, @ press

Metropolitan
World White Cane |

Canadian ngh Commissioner to Ba

Reservoir E
Energy and

Inll'l.i

(T

ngladesh Emile Gauvreau presenting the report on the
Studies of the Gas Field Appraisal Project (GFAP) to the Ministry of
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Canadian project identifies 7.5

A Canadian appraisal project
has identified 7. 5 trillion cubic
ft of gas reserves and about 50
million barrels of recoverable
liquid reserves in eight gas
fields of Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

Canadian High Commissio-
ner to Bangladesh Emile Gau-
vreau presented the report on
the Reservoir Engineering
Studies of the Gas Field
Appraisal Project [GFAP) to the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources here Wednesday.

The GFAP was funded by
the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA)
with a contribution of 46.26
million Canadian dollar equiva-
lent to Tk 1.43 billion for the
period 1985-93 as a compo-
nent of the multi-donor sec-
ond gas development project.

The project consisted of
drilling nine wells and work
over two wells, carrying oul
reservoir enginecring studies
and_drilling drilli and reservoir

training.

Thcu- studies include geo-
logical, geophysical, petrophy-
sical, reservoir engineering
and production facilities,
engineering analysis of eight

gas flelds including the six -

major gas fields of Bangladesh.
The gas fields are Bea-

nibazar, Kailashtilla, Ras-hid-
pur, Habigonj, Titas, Bakh-
rabad, Marichakandi and
Belabo, according to an official
handout.

The GFAP has been com-
plefed and the field studies
representing the major output
of the reservoir engineering
component conducted by
Intercomp Kanata Manage-
ment Ltd (IKM) of Canada.

Handing over the docu-
ments to Energy and Mineral
Resources Secretary Moham-
mad AH at his office, the
Canadian High Commissioner
said Canada will continue its
coopcration in the develop-

Settmg up of kidney
institute under study

The government is con-
templating establishment of a
National Institute of Kidney
Diseases and Eurclogy to"fmeet
the growing démand (or
treatment of the kidney pa-
lients in the country, State
Minister for Health Sirajul Huq
told the Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day, rts BSS.

Replying to a call attention
notice from Begum Raushan
Ara Hena of BNP, he said a
project proposal to this elfect
was submitted before the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) on March 28 this
year. The ECNEC, he said,
asked for recasting the project
and submitting it again.

The State Minister said, the
OPEC has responded positively
to provide assistance for im-
plementation of the project.

luq said, al present kidney
cliilysis and operation facilities
arce now available in the post

puky
BTV
Thursday

3:00 Opcning announcement
Al-Quran
Programme s

3:15 44th Annual Emmy
Awards

5:10 News in Bangla

5:23 Debate

6:15 Programme on Interma-
tional y
Day for National Disas-
ter Reduction

6:50 Tarunnya

7:20 Jiboner Alo

| 8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama of the Week

10:00 New in English

10:26 Parlfament round-up

10:356. Film: China Beach '

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40 Fridays programme
summary

11:45 Closing

Moderate rain hkely

By Staff Correspondent

Ligh
places over Chittagong

t or moderate rain or showers may occur at many
divistion and at a few places over Dhaka

and Khulna divisions and at one or two places over Rajshahi
division with isolated moderately heavy lalls over Chittagong
divisions during the next 24 hours commencing 6am today

(Thursday).

The met office forecasts, day temperature is likely to re-
main nearly unchanged over the country

The sun sets today Thursday at 5.
row (Friday) at 5.57. The maximum

32pm and rises tomor-
the mintmum tem-

perature and hum li:z of lnrn: of the major cities and towns
of the country yes
Cities/ Towns Tempcmturt in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min Sam 6pm
Dhala 30.0 26.2 89 980
Chilmng 27.5 24.6 100 100
Rajs 32.2 23.8 o8 B8
Khulna 31.3 26.6 86 95
Cox's Bazar 30.8 24.0 97 88
Sylhet 26.6 22.: H:: gi
[Hnay 31.56 23.
Bﬂ"hpl“r 30.5 24.8 B6 o8

graduate hospital. Besides, he
added, dialysis lacility is also

available in three gther -
“The State Min Fnﬂ%

per éent of the kidney opera-
tions conducted at the PG
hospital were successful.

Earlier, in her notice
Begum Raushan Ara Hena said,
at present there are 50 lakh
kidney patients in the country
and those who want kidney
transplantation have Lo go to a
neighbouring or other coun-
trics incurring a huge expeéndi-
lure.

| %

trillion cft of gas reserves

ment of ofl and gas sector in |

h.
The Energy Secretary
thanked the High Commis-

sioner and the government of
Canada for their continued
interest in the overall socio-
economic development of
Bangladesh, particularly the
energy sector.

Senior officials of the
Canadian High Cemmission,
CIDA and the Energy Ministry
were present on the occasion.

CIDA has recently proposed
a technical assistance package
to support government’s effort
to enhance the gas sector's ef-
fective management and effi-
cient development. The pro-
posed project will assist in
strengthening of the institu-
tional capacity in the gas sec-
tor.

Canada is the largest donor
to Bangladesh while Bangla-
desh is the largest recipient of

Canadian bilateral assistance.

Cultural show to
mark Dhaka-Tokyo

diplomatic ties

The "Embassy of Japan,
Shilpakala Academy and Na-
tional Museum have jointly
ganised various cultural
grammes to mark the 20
anniversary of Japan-Bang-
ladesh diplomatic relations
this year, according. to a
Japanese Embassy press re-
lease yesterday, repom BSS.

The pro " include
show of Japanese puppet the-
atre, performance of Japanese
popular folk music, exhibition
of contemporary Japanese ar-
chitecture and display of photo

Trial of Mamun's
¢ killers demanded

Several hundred Dhaka
U“nﬂymﬂ:ntlm
demonstrated remorse on the
chehlum of two slain JCD ac-
tivists and demanded trial of
the killers, reports UNB.

Mamum and Mahmud were
shot dead on the campus on

4 following an In-

dermnal feud between Ratan and

llyas factions of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, the student wing
of ruling BNP

Wearing black badges -to
condole the grisly killings, the
mourners camc out of the

campus in a procession and
marched up to the Jatiya Press

Chub.
The ists, mostly
o JCD, held a rally
near the Mress Club where they
demandc ! iminediate arrest
and trial of the killers.
in the afternorn, JCD sup-
portcrs held a muad mahfil at

the Suryasen | lall
Shishu Ananda
Mela at Press
Club tomorrow

Shishu Ananda Mela and
various sports competitions
will begin tomorrow (Friday) at
the Jatiya Press Club on the
occaston of its 38th founding
anniversary, reports UNB.

The s are: Women's
Ludu and Pillow Passing at 10
am tomorrow, Men's Chess
and Table Tennis on Sltunlly
at 10 am.

On Oe¢tober 19 (Monday),
Mini-marathon will be held
(Man-age -over 40) and (Wo-
men). Another Mini-marathon
(age up to 40) will start from
Farmgate and end at the Press
Club.

These games will be held in
the courtesy of Bangladesh
Footware.

The events Shishu Ananda
Mela day are: Run, drawing
competition, musical and
rcﬂtaunn competition, begin-

ng al 9 am.

Works Minister
hands over
Uttara plots

Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Mia yesterday formally
handed over the possession of
plots to the allotters in the
Sector No 13 and 14 at Uttara
residential area in the city, re-

Minister while handing
over the documents to the al-

lottees, said that the present

nt was committed to
solve the problems of handing
over the

possessiorr of plots
created during the past
re

He expressed his hope that
all the genuine allottees would
get the possession of plots
phasc by phase by the con-

-

|

| pancl on Japanese people. cerned authorities.
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V. Inter_rlétional Tender Notice

Under IDA Credit Nr. 1734- BD

1. TheDhaka WASA Water Supply and Sewerage Authority (Dhaka WASA) has received a Credit
Nr. 1734-BD from the International Development Association amounting to SDR 26.4 million
in various currencies towards the cost of the Dhaka W ASA Water Supply and Sanitation Urgent
Expansion Project. It is intended that part of the proceed of this credit will be applied to eligible

. payments for the under mentioned Contractsand as suchbids areinvited from eligible bidders
for the supply of the following items:-

S

Contract Description of Supply Date of Date of
Number Items Availability Submission
of Tender of Tender
Documents Documents
DW 25-1992 Ductile Iron Pipes and Fittings 22 October, 06 December,
. 1992 1992
DW26-1992 | Gas Chlorination Equipment 22 October, 08 December,
- \ 1992 1992
DW27-1992 Water Pumps and Appurtenances 22 October, 08 December,
1992 1992
DW28-1992 | Screen, Pump Housing & Blank 22 October, 06 December,
' Casing Pipe 1992 _1®m
DW29-1992 | . Sewer Pipes and Fittings 22 October, 08 December,
. - 1992 1992
DW30-1992 Vehicles and Motor Cycles 22 October, 10 December,
| 1992 . 1992
DW31-1992 Potable Water Tanker and Sewer 22 October, 10 December,
Cleaning Vehicles 1992 1992
DW32-1992 Cate Valves and Appurtenances 122 October, 13 December,
| 1992 1992
DW33-1992 Water Meters 22 October, 13 December,
| 1992 1992
DW34-1992 S.R. Cement 22 October, . 06 December,
b 1992 1992

2. Interested, eligible bidders may obtain further information from and mnpecl the htdding
documents at the office of the Chairman, Dhaka Water Supply and Sewerage Authority, WASA
Bhaban, 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, (2nd Floor), Dhaka-1215.

3. Two complete sets each of bidding documents may be purchased by any interested eligible
bidder on submission of written application and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Tk.
3,000.00 (Taka three thousand only). Bidding documents will be available to eligible bidders at
lcast 45 days before the date of opening of the bid.

4. All bids accompanied by a security of 3% (three per cent ) of the Total Bid price, must be
delivered to the above office on or before 11:00 hours (local time) on the date of submission of
tender respectively. The bids will be publicly opened immediately thereafter in the presence of
those representatives of the bidders who choose to attend.

5. The Purchaser is not bound to accept the lowest tender and reserves the right to accept or reject

~ any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

WASA-P1-347 /92 Chairman
DFP (G) 17994-12/10 Dhaka Water Supply and
G-1291 Sewerage Authority, Dhaka.




