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LONDON, Dell 13:
Fit-again Paul Ga-
sC0 will line
up for England
for'the first time
in 20 months
Wednesday when the national
tcam takes on Norway in its
first g game for the
1994 Cup, reports AP.

The game at Wembley is vi-
tal not only for the Lazio mid-
fielder but also for team man-
ager Graham Taylor who has
come under fire after Eng-
land's poor performance in the
Europgan Championships.

A semifinalist when Eng-
land played in the last World
Cup in Italy two years ago,
England failed to win a game at
the E event in Sweden
and critics have demanded a
better show against Norway.

England-Norway is one of

10 World Cup games being

slaged with Italy also in action
for the first time against
Switzerland and European
Champion Denmark hosting

DSB to expand drug

testing programme

FRANKFURT, Oct 13: Ger-

man sport, still reeling from
two recent drugs' scandals
involving double world ath-
letics sprint champion Katrin
Krabbe, plans to éxpand its
dope testing programme ncx!
year, reports Reuter.

gy S iy St
dollars) to around one million
marks (680,000 US dollars) in

planned dur-
:iulnu!ﬂlrcl.;lﬁl th; I;:.nm number
The testing cuﬁ:r:’e?r 27

Olympic sports but the body
also planned to introduce tests
in the non-Olympic sports of
tackwondo, karate, squash and

dope testing tcams

have already carried out 3,300

: year. DSB fig-
ures do not include athletes
tested during ‘competition

which comes under the con-.

the unannounced DSB tests
durm‘-tllhlnl. Krabbe, Bre-
uer and compatriot Silke
Mocller had avoided a ban for

mhﬁ'uﬂmmh
a legal technicality. N

African soccer s

African soccer pl-
ayers make their
first tentative
steps along the
road to the 1994
World Cup when

the continent's first
preliminary rounds are p

over the second weekend of
October.

In times gone past matches
used to pass off with barely a
mention outside the countries
involved byt, since the exploits
of Cameroon in reaching
quarter finals of Italia '90,
African football has now be-
come big news. .

Cameroon's success ‘gav
Africa’s soceer federation, the
Confederation Africaine de
Football, the ammunition it
needed to argue that Africa
needed three s at the
football'se greatest feast, the
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the final stages
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(GGazza returns for

Ireland.

The Netherlands receives
Poland, Secotland meets Por-
tugal, Northern lreland hosts
Spain, Romania goes to
Belgium, Wales visits Cyprus,
Russia welcomes Iceland and
Ausiria visits France.

World Cup holder Germany,
which does not need to qualify,
also is in action in an exhibi-
tion game against Mexico in
Dresden.
Matthaeus, who has been side-

lined for several months with a
knce injury, is sct to make his

R

GAZZA ... returns

comeback while striker Rudi
Vocller makes his farewell ap-

prarance

The return of Gascoigne,
however, has caught the imag-

inations of his fans in England

and also in It_aly. where he

plays.

The 23-year-old midfielder
needed two knee operations
after he collecting an injury in
the Football Association Cup fi-
nal in May 1991. He has played

three for Lazio this sea-

son althou

Gazza's joke

soccer qualifier at Wembley,

reports Reuter.
|  Asked by TV crew if he had
a message for the people of
Norway, Gascoigne, unawarc
the cameras were rolling, rep-

lied: "Yes. F ---4 off".
He later apologised and

by

V2T

Egil Olsen.

or to Norway."

David Bloomfield commented,
“This was a flippant remark

England

Midfielder Lothar

gh is yet to completc
a [ull 90 minutes play, and has
not pulled on an England shirt

LONDON, Oct 13: Paul Gas-
coigne was forgiven on Monday
lor his attempted “joke" at
Norway's expense in the lead-
up to Wednesday's World Cup

claimed he was “just joking",

"] think it is his sense of
fun,” Olsen said. "We do not
sec it as an insult to our team

English FA spokesman

not intended to cause offenee.”

trapped | f

since a against Cameroon

in February 1991.
Even Gascoigne does not
believe he will be on the field

at the end of the game against

"I don't think I'm fit enough
to last the full 90 minutes,” he
said. "| need more games.”

The N jans have been
riled by a two-word obscenity
Gascoigne jokingly made to a
Norwegian TV crew who went
to interview him aflter training.

Gascoigne, who has apolo-
gized for making thce com-
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LINEKER ... retired

ment, said he did not believe
the cameras were rolling when

" hesaid it.

"He is a marvelous
‘but what [ don't like about him
is that he, tries to do every-
thing to make you mad," said
Norwegian midfielder Jahn
Jacobsen.

"He tries to provoke the
other players.” .

Norway has six points from
three games, including a 10-0
hammering of San Marino and
a victory at Wembley will make
the team a clear favourite to
gain one of the two quali
places from group l:lnln.rn::-1 e

With Gary Lineker now re-
tired from international soc-
cer, England has Blackburn's
16-goal striker Alan Shearer
and Arsenal's lan Wright in at-
tack with Gascoigne and
Juventus player David Platt

providing the ammunition
from midfield.

Barnes back in
action
LIVERPOOL, E :
k dl ‘l’nr Hoﬁ.:-.li‘ir. re-
ports Reuter.

gland international

was originally expected to re-
turn around the end of the
year following a ruptured Ach-
illes tendon, sustained against
Finland last May.

By Phil Minshull

African soccer has captured the imagination of the world since
Cameroon made the quarter-finals of the 1990 World Cup.
Between 9-11 October, 32 countries started out on the trail of
emulating their feats as they compete for three African places
available at the 1994 World Cup. However, as Gemini News
Service reports, before even a ball had been kicked the African
implications for same of the poorer nations.

Masisi, now with French club
Rennes, but also depleted the
Uganda FA coffers of 10,000
Swiss francs (nearly $8.000).
the penalty for withdrawing
less than a month before their
first match.

Group B is the only one that
has survived unscathed.

Cameroon will face the rapidly
improving Zaire and Liberian

most  interesting opening
fixture. In Group D Nigeria
plays host to South Africa's
first ever World Cup match.

South Africa were included
after they were readmitted to
FIFA on 3 July, after being out
in the cold since 1976, and a
space became avallable two
weeks later when Sao Tome
pulled out.

“"We are back at last. Our &f-
forts in enduring almost 30
years ol isolation have not been
in vain.” said the South Alrican
team coach. Shabalala.
" It has entered the World

before, in 1966, but along

the United
Nations.

Group E comprises the
1992 African Nations Cup win-

" ners, Cote D'lvoire. Botswana

and Niger. Sudan were orig

player, *

retirement

NEW DELHI, Oct 13: Indian
hockey captain Pargat Singh
has decided to quit interna-
tional hockey after his side's
debacle in the Barcelona Olym-
pic Games, it was reported
Monday, reports AFP.

The 27-year-old fullback
has informed the Indian
Hockey Federation (IHF) of his
decision to retire, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported
from Chandigarh, capital of
Pargat Singh's home state“of

No rcasons were cited for

the decision which came in
the wake of India's scventh

place showi in DBarcelona,
‘where his s matched the

ormance after a
pre-tournament

Olympic pe
confident
buildup.

He will however continue to
play on the domestic circuit
for his employers, the state-
owned Punjab Alkalies and
Chemicals Ltd, and will coach
young hockey players in a
promotion programme the
company is launching, PTI
said. :

Rnt?:l ;u one of the world's
finest backs, Pargat Singh
has played in 206 ln?:nuthn-
als since his debut in a
1983 invitation tournament in
Hong Kong.

. Last year he received the
Arjuna Award, India's highest
honour for sporting excel-
Yence.

Shahbaz will not
retire

KARACHI, Oct 13: Shahbaz
Ahmed, who captained Pakis-

AT aTRe "ORaata 1a

Barcclona, said here Tus
that he was not retmmhn
the game, reports AFP.

"l have decided to make my
services availablc for the coun-
try. at least till the next World
Cup,” Shahbaz said in a written
stalement. .

or cash

t:llfylng place. Benin were
unate to be allowed back

into the draw. after not enter-

ing initially, when Malawi sur-
prisingly withdrew.

Group G is headed by

who face long trips to

Gabon and Mozambique.

Mauritania were a late with-

drawal from this ;
Zambia are mﬂul to

take Group H from
Madagascar, Tanzania and
Namibia. The Namibjans are
another of the FIFA new [uces.
They only joined FIFA in July
but were allowed to take the
ﬂ-:ouf Burkina Faso when the
tter pulled out.

In the ninth, and weakest,
of the groups Kenya face Mali
and Guinea after The Gambia
withdrew. The East Africans
should qualify for the second
round with ease.

With financial reasons cited
for the withdrawal of most
sides. questions are now being
asked why they entered in the
first place. I!'.ntri fees and sur-
charges for pulling out of the
World Cup amount to nearly
$10.000.

Although this is only a drop
in the occan to European na-
tions, Gilanlu Lentini was
transferred etween twe
itallan club sides for more $22
million during the summer, for
cash strap associations lke
Sudan Mauritania it s a
small fortune and their
still do not get w kick a !

After lobbying hard for an
extra place for the .
who wil! HM.,‘I wm.

selves and Africa justice in two
years Ume, CAF rounded up all
the minows to put on a geod
show last December.

However the African section
has proved to be more prob-
lematic than FIFA's other five
continenial associlations put
together.

The effect is that higher fi-
nancial guarantees may be re-

fred in future to dissuade

entries. v

"Football is the top sport in
most Alfrican ‘countries but
many governments can not al-
ford to fund it " said

systeth which, in the case of
Sudan and Malawi. may not al-
ways based on results on the
pitch. — Gemini News

country's rfrcvinun worst

Scotts need a win

PARIS, Oct 13:
Scotland's bid to
qualify for a sixth
successive World
Cup could lie In
tatters on Wed-
nesdaygnight if Andy Rox-
burgh's men lose to Portugal in
their second Group One
match, re AFP,

Having lost their opening
match 3-1 to Switzerland in
Berne, the Scots need a win to

get their campaign back on
course but they have to do
it without key defender

Richard Gough, suspended af-
ter being sent off for hand ball
against the Swiss.

Gough's normal central de-
fensive partner for club and
country Dave McPherson is
also injured and Roxburgh has
had to callup Aberdeen young-
ster Gary Smith and Rangers’
John Brown as cover.

Portugal will be without in-
jured Monaco striker Gil Rul
Barros while Benfica forward
Rui Aguas and Antonio Pacheco
are also doubtful with knocks.

The Swiss meanwhile play
host to an Italian side starting

their first qualification cam-
paign sincé 1980. In 1986

they qualified as the defending
champions and then in 1990
they hosted [talia 90,

In the likes of Gianluigi
Lentini, Roberto Baggio and
Gianluca Vialli, Arrigo Sacchi
has the core of a tecam capable

of winning in the United

But he faces a tough task in
ing someone to fill the gap
created by the retirement of
AC Milan sweeper Franco
Baresi from international foot-
ball.

Baresi's team-mate, Paolo
Maldini, who has played inter-
national football since the age
of 19, is seen as the natural
successor but Sacchi seems to
be leaning towards Richardo

* Ferri, the Inter Milan stopper.

"If he's. fit, Ferri is a safer
bet,” the coach said.

Expectations for the side's
campaign are high. More than
18,000 people turned up on
Sunday to watch the team beat
a Florentina youth team 6-1 on
Sunday.

"The players are in good
condition but we are a-bit bi-
ased towards the front of the
team,” Sacchi said.

France, following the 2-0
defeat in Bulgaria last month,
are without a win for 10
matches and struggling to
bounce back from a disastrous
European Championship in

They will be putting their
faith in Eric Cantona's re-
newed- strike partnership with
Jean-Pierre Papin against
Austria in a Group Six match in
Paris.

The big Leeds striker man-
aged only 70 minutes of last
Friday's Europcan Cup rcplay

| Atlanta s

ATLANTA. Oct 13: Alanta,
that most, overachicving ol cf-
tics, has come down with a sc-
rious case of high anxiety over
its biggest prize: the 1996
Olympics, reports AP. .

Once giddy over being given
the opportunity to cement its
cove status as an interna-
tional metropolish, the city
now appears gripped with in-
scecurity.

"As a city, we are not
to host an event of that magni-
tude,” said Ruby Lerner, who
runs a media arts center in
Atlanta and has been a critic of

the local Olympics leadership.

Iran's bid for '98
World Amateur
Cup boxing -

TEHERAN, Oct 13: Iran,
which only recently over-
turned a 10-year ban on boxing
wants to or the 1998
r'q;‘rld Amateur Cup, reports

Gholam-Hossain Delshad,

secrelary of the Iran Boxing
Federatiom told the IRNA

news agency they would also
bid for the World Junior

Chlnphl'hlpdln 1997.
was banned afier the 1978

revolution and although ama-

teur boxing was allowed from
1989 it still has o ts
"~ among Muslim

Mt Everest
scaled

KATHMANDU, Oct 13: Six
belonging to separate expedi-
tions, have reached the sum-
mit of Mount Everest, the

highest point in the world, the
Ministry

J

Tourism

againét Stuttgart in Barcelona
but should have fully recovered
from a bout of tonsillitis.

The temperameéntal striker
was persuaded to return by
coach Gerard Houllier after
declaring that he wanted a rest
from international football af-
ter the Swedish clmpni?.

Papin, who has  hardly
played since moving to AC
Milan in the summer because
ol the excess of foreign players
at the Italian champions, will
be out to prove a point to
coach Fabio Capelio.
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CANTONA for France

Austria, still struggling to
rebuild public confidence after
their historic 1-O defeat by the
Faroc Isles in the qualifying
Competition for the European
Championships, are now in the
hands of the veteran coach
Emst Happel.

"We have to lose,”
said the 67-year-old who
guided Holland to the 1978 fi-
nal against Argentina.

Since Happel took over at
the ing of the year,
Austria only managed onc
win in seven matches, repeat-
edly losing out to late goals. "In

Paris we have to keep going for

90 minutes,” he said.

Like Scotland's Roxburgh,
Wales coach Terry Yorath has
been hit by injury problems as
he prepares for the crucial
Group Four trip to Cyprus. The
Welsh must win to have any

of after their 5-
1 defeat by Romania in May.

Yorath will be without Man-
chester United winger Ryan
Giggs and Swind defender Paul
Bodin.

Giggs controversially pulled
out with a hamstring injury on
Thursday night, robbing Yorath
of a vital attacking alternative
from the bench, while full back
Bodin withdrew with knee lig-
ament

Nei
were certain to be in the start-
img line-up in Limassol, but
were tant squad players
for Y who has a small pool
to pick from.

[But Leeds midliclder Gary

Speed came unscathed throu-
ith his team’'s European Cup

too young a city to stage

"Atlanta is a very young city
and its achievements, given its
youth, are remarkable. But it's
like a kid who skips grades in
school and doesn't develop all
the social skills,” said Lerner,
cxecutive director of the
Image Film-Video Centre.

The insecurity surfaced at
the end of the successiul
3artelona Games, when Atlanta
accepted the Olympic torch
with the introduction of the
1996 mascot Whatizit.

Whatizit, a computer-gener-

ated s blue blob, was
roundly criticised by media
around the world and was

taken by some as 4n apt symbol
of Atlanta's perceived inade-
quacy. Atlanta, the conven-
tional wisdom went, will come
ofl as' a hick town pretending
tobe av -class :

Back , local lines
that screamed “It's Atlanta”
when the city was chosen as
the host of the Games have
now bean replaced by sober
cniries such as the recent
"Honeymoon is over.”

, labour. uriions

bs, hood activists
nsisicd community improve-

menis musl accompany the
Gamecs and Mayor

Jackson felt mmpelhdw
a summil meeting to assure
city leaders and interest
groups that no one will be left
oul of the planning for 1996.

in ercating that
time when these

r ﬂigg-: nor Bodin

to stay

inst Stu-

play-off triumph
ttgart and will play.

"Gary's had a great week,”
Yorath said. "It's ideal prepa-
ration for him, tough he's a bit
tired. We didn’'t push him too
hard in training yesterday. He's
normally a bubbly character
anyway and that result has put
a cap on it for him.”

Grouyp Four favourites Bel-
gium, with three wins out of
three, take on Romania at
home without injured mid-
ficlder Marc Emmers.

Belgian coach Paul wan

J

Italy sans BARESI

Himst has yet to decide whe-
ther to replace the Anderlecht
playmaker with Bruges' Fran-
nck Vander E]st or Dirk
Medved of Ghent.

Republic of Ireland boss
Jack Charlton has had his

plans for them match t
Denmark in Group three hit by
an injury crisis

Defender Steve Staunton
and wide midfielder Kevin
Sheedy joined
of casualties at the weckend,
leaving Charlton obliged to
patch a team together to face

the E champions.
- Key ﬁl'md:r: Paul Me-

Grath and Mick :
midfielder Ronnie Whelan,

the losses. "It is
certain not the first time we've

- faced a situation like this,” he

said. "I've still got plenty of
options open {o me. |

"The beauty of this squad is
that, no matter who drops out
I know that I've still got people
who can come in and know ex-

actly what is required of
them".

The Danes have dro
crucial points in goalless draws

against Latvia and Lithuania
while Ireland have won both
their opening qualifiers in
Dublin against Latvia and

Albanda.
The loss of Staunton means
Terry Phelan, Manchester

City's 2.2 million pound left

back, will be thrown into the
for his ninth

fl'lym Danes ﬁl- include

Manchester United's

keeper Peter Schmeichel and

Arscnal's million-pound mid-

with youngsters, continucs to
be a target of Olympic critics.

Colin Campbell, a columnist
for the Atlanta Journal Cons-
titution, recently received
more than 3,000 responses
from readers to his poll on the
Atlanta Olympics. When asked
to describe their feelings
about Whatizit, the vast major-
ity of 300 randomly selected
respondents chose "hated it"
over “loved it" or "don't really
carc.”

Asked if they feel "con-
fident” the 1996 Olympics will
come ofl well and ‘Atlanta will
be hetter off for it, Campbell
saild 240 of 300 answered
"No. "

“This is upsetting. This is

" Campbell said.

Lerner and others fret that
Atlanta officials, desperate to
make a good impression in the
wake of Whatizit, over-
compensate and bury the
area's unique cultural main-
stays, suc as folk artist
Howard Finster or the Varsity
drive-in.

“It's the quirky things, the
offbeat things, that give a city
its character,” she said.

Some say a period of anxiety-

is normal for a city
!mhlfnnmthmnm

the verge of unprecedented
world attention. note it's
still four years until 1996.

Ty, Stroh, who headed the
Los Angeles tourist bureau
when the California city hosted
the ., said in

laid-back LA had worries of a
different nature than Atlanta's
1984 Games ap-

as the

" pair were injured at the -
end

the growing list .

The By Shor 19

on cCourse

fielder John Jensen, but

+ Charlton has no doubt that

Brian Laudrup, on
topform with Florentina, is the
danger man.

"Brian Laudrup is the one
we have to and,
frankly, I'd say we would II\I:I
50 per cent better chanee
he wasn't playi

"He has the to tumn iy
confined space and make
things happen that you don't
expect.” :

Denmark have had to call
up replacements for ex-

‘Rangers defender Jan

and strike Lars Elstrup.
’

In Wednesday's Group Two
matches, unbeaten No
take on England at Wemb
while Holland, beaten in
last month, entertain Poland.

The Dutch will be without

Ruud Gullit who has reétired
from international football. "'

Boli faces trial

PARIS, Oct 13: Uncomp-
romising Marseille defender

.Basile Boli faces a trial by video-

on Thursday when a soccef
disciplinary board studies te+
levision foo of an off-the~
ball clash with Monaco's Ger-
man striker Juergen Klins-
mann, reports Reuter.

Though Monaco made no
official protest, the French

league's discip commit-
tee decided to the film
after a television chan-

The German, who was .nul_
badly hurt said:. "It was a dis-
gesture which went

arc valid, and | think ACOG
will react positively to thg.
concerns that - have been-
raised. | think the public

bate is a healthy thing.".
said

"How you're perceived s
really important. The 1
could be a wonderful

;nuihyvu E st worry like h"“;i
Eve soccer may ge:tJ
Olympic status >

BONN, Oct 13: Women'$:
soccer could be included i

the 1996 Atlanta Games’
International ¢ Commis"
ttee (IOC) p t Juan

Antonio Samaranch said omh

: Reuter. -
o o et
discussing with soccer's vc:'g‘
government body FIFA an .
swer to US calls for a tourna’
ment in the women's gameé’



