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-Shri Lanka no longer
suspicious of India,
says Premadasa

COLOMBO, Oct 13: Presi- was [riendly and cordial, the

[
l!

i
:
s

PPP demands trial
of 'midnight jackals'

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13: Pakis-
leader Benazir
Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) on Monday de-
manded a trial of intelligence
officials who it said had
conspired against the PPP

rnment before it was
sacked in 1990, reports
. Reuter.

A resolution passed by the
party's Central Executive Com-
mittee{CEC) said the so called

ncwspaper reported.

Premadasa was an ardent
critic of the July 1987 Indo-
Shri Lanka peace accord
signed between his predeces-
sor Junius ne and
slain Indian Premier Rajiv
Gandhi.

Under the accord, New

Delhi deployed more than
55,0007 troops in the island's
embattled northeast in a bid
disarm Tamil Tll?
withdrew when Premadasa
ordered them out alter taking
office.
“When [ was in India, | was
asked the question whether
Shri Lanka had suspicions
aboul India.

again made _a mockery of
democratic institutions and
in Pakistan.
The PPP says it
'midnight jackals' video-tapes
showing (wo scnior military in-
telligence officers trying to buy
over its deputies before an op-
position move to topple Bhutto
as Prime Minister through a
parliamentary no-confidence
move.
The September 1989 no-
confidence move in the
National Assembly (Lower
House) failed but President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan later dis-

missed Bhutto's 20-menth old

government on disputed

of misrule.

two intelligence ofli-
cers were sacked by the army
when Bhutto was still in oflice
but were not tried.

Iliescu retains
rctained as he
elections, bul stable

@I": I'resident lon lliescu has

of stalc in Romania's gcneral
government will be difficult becausc of a

reports Reuter from Bucharest.

as winner of the

tial vote on

Monday with 61.27 per cent compared with 38.73 per cenl

for Emil Constantinescu of the

caled

opposition Democralic

The results of the run-off vote added to an already compli-
in which liescu's leftwing Democratic National
Salvation Front {DNSF) party gained a position

of strength but

faflcd lo win a majorily in parallel clcctions held on

September 27.

Two killed in

crash: a

sniill plane crashed and huﬂ on the main street running

through Georgia town while trying to land Monday at
Hartufgk'ld Atlanta International Airport, killing two peoplc on
the planc, authorities said, reports AP from East Poinl.
others aboard were critically injured. There were no
s of injuries on the ground.

The twin-engine

Cessna 310 was flying to Fulton County
Airport west of Atlanta when it developed

problems and

asked to land at Hartsfield, said 'Kathleen Bergen of the
Fedcral Aviation Administration.

Polls uncertain in Serbia : inablowto
reformist Prime Minister Milan Panic, a referendum on

whether hard-line President Slobodan Milosevic should move

up. general

prcliminary results showed Monday,

Nclgrade.
Only 46.1

elections failed to attract enough volers,

reports AP [rom

per cent of about 7 million voters took part in

Sunday's plcbiscite called by Milosevic and his governing
Socinlist party, the renamed Communists, according to clec-
toral commission figures. A simple majority was needed for

the referendum o be valid.

Malaysia plants secret

tS: Malaysia's

anti-corruption agency has planted undcrcover agents

throughout the
its director-

private sector, including in
said, reports Reuter from Kuala Lumpur.

parlours,

“We have agents even in massage parlours. And that's how
we have been getting our information,” newspapers yestcrday

Zulkifi Mahmood as

g
llc said the agency mm "moles” in banks, cuifices
shopping complexes and other areas following the success of
a similar schcme involving agents in the public scctor.

Strike

against amnes

s Journalists

for news agencics and newspapers stayed away from work

Monday

in support of the four-hour general strike labour

unions called Tuesday to protest government austerity
measurcs, rcports AP from Rome.
Tucsday's ﬁm"ﬂ strike threatens to disrupt travel na-

tionwide. Wo

for the state-run railroad will strike from 9

am (0800 GMT) until 1 pm (1200 GMT) and air tralfic con-
trollers will strike from 1:30 pm (1230 GMT) until 5:30 pm

(1630 GMT).
The

general strike also will close shops, factories and dis-

rupt city bus traflic for four hours.
The national walkout called by the main national labour

confederations follows a rash of regional
times violent demonstrations that have

strikes and some-
paralyzed parts of the

country since the 1993 budget was proposed less than two

weeks ago.

9 more killed

in Punjab

CHADIGARH, Oct 13: Six
militants were among nine
persons killed while seven
militants were arrested and
three surrendered in Punjab
Since last night, police said,
reports PTI.

Reports from Amritsar said
Lakhwinder Singh, Lt Gen of
the Khalistan National Army
(KNA), who was wanted in
about 200 cases of killings, was
killed in an encounter near

Mander village in Taran police
dilm*

An unidentified militant .

commilted suicide by consum-
_ing cyanide on cornered

g the security forces in
Village under Jandilala
police station.

China to tighten

BEIWJING, Oct 13 : The
Chinese Communist Party,
fearful of a Soviet-sty
lapse, has decided to boost
central command over the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
and speed up efforts to up-
gnﬂc its weaponry, reporis
AFP,

The PLA will emerge {rom
this week's y congress
with more political clout and
more funding, with one gen-
eral set to enter the Politburo
Standing Committee, the
country’s highest decision-

market forces playing

an increasing role in the
Chinese mnmn?r the party
has lost much of its leverage
over provincial governments

has |

le col--

US, Pakistan against united
Afghanistan: Hekmatyar

ISLAMABAD, ©Oet 13:
Dissident M leader
Gulbuddin has ac-

cused Pakistan the United
States of backing
main rivals to destabilise

(ANA), which is rum by
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami [ac-
tion, quoted the Mujahideen
leader as saying Washinglon
could not tolerate a strong and
united and was
"bent upon disintegrating the
country into small units.”
Hekmatyar, a fundamental-
ist ethmic Pashtun, accused
Pakistan of supporting his
main rival, former Communist
Officer General Abdul Rashid

one of his

Hezb tried to oust from Kabul
during intense fighting in
August.

During a meeting with
Afghan leader Nabi Moha-
mmedi outside Kabul on
Sunday, Hekmatyar expressed
“concern” that nistan's
neighbours lran and Pakistan
were also “toeing the US line.”

in an obvious attack on
Pakistan, he said "had it not
been so then why a neighbour-
ing country invile Dostam fto
visit.”

While criticisi Pakistan
for “projecting” the ethnic
Uzbeck general, he also at-
tacked Iran for to im-
posc Shiite rule in stan,
ANA said. '

Dostam led a mutiny ol

International

forees once loyal to the for-
mer communist regime thal
helped bring the Mujahideen
government td power in

and is now allied with
defence Minister Ahmed Shah

Masood .

Hekmatyar, whose forces
killed more than 2,000 peo-
ple in a three-weeck attack on
the Afghan in August,
said Pakistan invited him
to talks with interim

rcsident Burhanuddin Rab-
and Dostam.

“But Hekmatyar turned
du':tthe offer because he
would not with
ool ey gty

Pakistan was a staunch sup-
porter of the Mujahideen's 14-

year struggle against commu-

Eultnm, whose forces the
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nist rule in Afghanistan, which

K()MAKI, Japan: Japanese UN peacekeepers spend the last moment with their children

before boarding a chartered jumbo jet October 13 at Komaki Air Base. 376 Japanese troops

departed for Cambodia to participate in UN peacekeeping operations.

De Klerk reassures nerv

—AFP/UNB photo

ous Whites

fastional
hanistan.

Reuter adds from Kabul:

fighting in - Afg-

Protests greet
dispatch of

Japanese troops
to Cambodia

TOKYO, Oct 13 : Police ar-
rested 20 demonstrators and
reported more than 10 cases
of arson as

the second main dis-
patch of Japanese troops to
Cambodia, reports AP.

About 2,000 rallied
near the Komaki Base about
270 kilometers (170 miles)

west of Tokyo before 376

ground
tered

troops boarded a char-
jet to Cambodia, where

they will join the United
Nations peace mission.
A local police said

the 20 arrested were among
about 200 radicals wearing

white and black helmets who
pushed
the front gate of the base. A Lo-
tal of 3,000 riot police werc
mobilized. -

Blacks will never have ‘blank
cheque’ to implement change

. CAPE TOWN, Ocl 13: Presi-

dent. 'FW de Klerls trying Lo

reassure South Alfrica’'s nervous
Whites, has promised to curb
Black protest and said demo-
cratically-elected® legislators
would never have a " blank
cheque” to implement change,
reports Reuter,

The reformist leader's re-
marks in a speech opening a
special 10-day session ol par-
liament were bitterly attacked
by ‘the anti-apartheid African
National Congress (ANC) as a
sign his White minority admin-
istration was clinging to
power.

The Black opposition group,

its relations with Pretoria

showing little sign of thaw dc-
spitc a recent agreement to
resume democracy talks, said
it would never compromise its

~ 1,000 guests
invited to

‘Brandt's

" funeral

BONN, Oct. 13: More than
1,000 guests from Germany
and abroad have been invited
to a state funeral on Saturday
for former chancellor and
Nobel Peace Prize laurcate
Willy Brandt, the Germany
government said on Monday,
rcports Reuter.

Brandt, a Social Democrat
renowned worldwide for
launching Western detente
with the Soviet Bloc in the
carly 19708 and then cam-
paigning for democracy and
development in the Third
World, died on Thursday of
cancer at the age ol 78.

Many Germans publicly
mourned Brandt's passing at a
time of moral crisis over anti-
foreigner violence by neo-Nazi
groups that has tarred the
post-war democratic reputa-
tion of Germany '

right 1o stage peaceful protests
the

against White rule. '

De Klerk promised

White-dominated assembly
“intensified control of ( anti-

aparthcid) mass actions” and
added private armies of the
Black left and White right had
to disband. _

He said political violence
was sapping the sanctions-bled
economy, which is in its
longest recession for 80 years.

"Investor coincidence has
been shaken
tions,” he said.

- All-race elections expected
in the next 18 months for a
parliament  with the task of
writing a new constitution
would be impossible until the
unrest had ended, he said.

Rgiterating plans to block
Black domination of minorities

to its’ founda- |

likec Whites, he called for
strong future gegional gov-

ernment and multi-party
power-sharing in central gov-
ernment.

A parliament wriling a
constitution should not be able

to take decisions by simple

majority. .
"There is no gquestion of a
blank cheque .... special in-

creased majorities will be re-
quired,” he said.

The ANC, the largest Black
opposition group, said: "The
national party's 11th hour con-
version to the politics of leder-
alism is a device to conceal
their intention of clinging to

power despite the verdict of a’

democratic election.”
On de Klerk's demand its
armed wing be disbanded,

~antil

something it has refused to do
ANC added: "The need for ei-

have arisen il the present gov-
ernment had not systemati-

cally whitllﬂﬂ_aw the rights

of the people. :
About 5,000 ANC support-
ers gathered

hours before the parliament
session, which is duc to dis-

cuss bills to amend remaining

aspects of race segregation.

Soldiers with rifles and po-

licc with shotguns, pistols and
batons watched over the
demonstration against thé par-
liament, which excluded South
Alrica's [ive-to-one Black ma-

rity.
b,

Bush's insufficient efforts alleged

WASHINGTON, Oct 13:
Scveral thousand AIDS  ac-
tivists ringed the White House
Monday to
called insufficient efforts by
President George Bush to
fight the deadly disease, re-
ports AFP.

The estimated 5,000
demonstrators shouted "threc
more weeks, Bush will go”,
with some vowing to vote for
Democratic presidential can-
didate Bill Clinton {n the
November 3 election.

The demonstrators encir-
cled Bush's official residence,
forming a human chain with
the help of 6,000 feet (1,800
meters) of red ribbon symbol-
izing AIDS deaths.

Some carried simulated
U.S flags with skulls and

rotest what they -

AIDS activists vow
to vote for Clinton

crossbones in place of stars.

They criticized Bush, say-
ing" he has not earmarked
enough money for anti-AlDS
programmes.

A number of women took
part in the demonstration,
saying that female AIDS vic-
tims have even less access (o
state funds than do men.

Act-up, the organization
which sponsored the demon-
stration, said Bush was wrong
in claiming in Sunday's presi-
dential debate that his admin-
istration had devoted more
money to AIDS research than
to cancer research.

seven minutes, some-
one in the United States is in-
fected with the virus that
causes Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome,

Wild elephants
kill 51 1n
West Bengal

- NEW DELHI, Oct 13 : Wild
- elephants have killed 51 -
ple so far this year in [ng:":
West Bengal, triggering panic
in the region's tea estates
where the pachyderms are on

a rampage, the Press Trust of
India #TI) said today, reports

AFP,

The year's toll included
nine people trampled to death
by rogue clephants last week
in the eastern state tea-rich
Jalpaiguri district, PTI quoted
the district's chiefl forest offi-
cer S S Bist as saying.

The Bengal administration
has installed electric fences
around some tea estates and
evacuated one Jal vﬁ
fo the attacks, Bist .
adding that his wildlife de-

- partment has also formed

squads to catch the rogue ele-
phants.

and the erosion of its power
can only worsen. ’

In a country with a long
tradition of warlords, this
prospect has the top leader-
ship fearful that economic in-
terests could lead to attempts
to break away from central
control, especially in the
wealthier coastal regions.

Under the guidance of
paramount leader Deng
Xiaoping, the party is moving
tlo prevent its collapse by
tightening its grip over the
PLA

"It is essential always to
hold the party's absolute lead-
ership over the army,” party
General Secretary Jiang Zemin
said Monday. Jiang is also the
head of the party's powerful

central military commission.

The commission has de-
cided to do away gradually with
its system of seven military
regions and implement a new
system intended to prevent lo-
cal power bases {rom becom-
ing too strong, military ana-
lysts say. The process is ex-
pected to take five years, with
thtee large new zones replac-
ing the seven regions, the ana-
lysts added.

Top regional leaders will
also be regularly transferred.

"The armies in ecastern
Europe, failed to respond al a
time of crisis because party
control had been eroded,” a
mid-ranking Chinese officer
said. "China has learned this
lesson.”

The parly has also decided
to give the military more say in
running the country, hoping to
boost loyalty. At least one and
probably two other generals

would brought into the
Politburo as members,
Having slas the PLA by

one million troops in the late

- 1980s, a fresh round of cuts —

between 300,000 and' 600,000
— is under way and causing
some {1l will within army
ranks, officials say. Latest fig-
ures put the PLA's iroop
strength at about three million.

By increcasing the PLA's po-
litical power, the party has ac-
knowledged its indispensable
role in maintaining the coun-

try's unity, or as put it on

ideological

the socialist mﬂl‘:ﬂmd.".
“The military is playing a
more important role as king-
maker,” said David Shambaugh,
a Chinese politics lecturer at
the University of London.
. Since the PLA was ordered
to crush the Tiananmen sguare
pro-democracy movement it
1989, the stress has been on

alty, irritati

ger to see better arms and
training

But ' with a tour of

southern China in January, put
the army

back on track, deciding that
he best way to keep the mili-
tary on board was with new
hardware,

‘s modernization drive

not hardline

Monday, as the "defenders of Marxism.

ts

against police guarding

mle-ds over..the |

outside de
Klerk's Cape Town office a few

Tor Bty St 5.

Off the Record

, reports AP.

The Davera Mission church,
of October 10 and

would be saved, placed an

that had been making feverish

Mmm;:tud
ring
éventfully

Tuesday for stir-

d _ passed un-

which had predicted a

that only true believers
in a Seoul

per saying it was sorry "now that Jesus did not return

the deadline.”

“We sincerely apologize to socicty and Korea's
circles for triggering controversy,” church leader Ha Jae-ho

said in the advertisement.

About 500 believers at Davera prayed in
scrcaming and weeping, toward midnight of the
day al their church in southern Seoul, but returned

appointed.

Davera is one of about 250

tcnacly._some
 stsssgce

churches in South

Korea that have preached the second coming of Christ in

Octwober and the collapse of the world over

ycars.

Diflferent ::Humhﬂ
call the rapture. The

visit, re Reuter.

predict different dates for what they

the Coming Days church, predicts October 28.

"I pray for Cuba
everyday "

HIGUEY, Dominican Republic: Pope John Paul assured

Cubans on Monday they are in his daily prayers, although their
country remains the only Latin American nation he has yet tor

Towards the end of a Colombus Day mass in this eastern

provincial town, the

Pope acknowledged a number of people

waving Cuban flags in the smaller-than-expected crowd.

*To the Cubans | want to say that I

assure Cubans that |
the countries of the

for Cuba every
bean and Cent

pray for Cuba. | want to

LA

the nations of*Latin America,” the Pope said.

The Pope has, on several occasions, said he wants
population is Catholic.

Cuba, where a majority

of the

visi
has

-

to
He

been invited by the Catholic Bishops of Cuba but not by the

communist government of Fidel Castro,

despite intense

lobbying from the Vatican to make such a trip :
Church-state relations in Cuba, which were once tense,

have improved recently.

But some churchmen say the Castro regime may fedr that a

visit by the Pope would inspire opposition to the government,
as happened after visits to Haiti and the Philippines.

children

Social service authorities call it abandonment, but Alma
and Gary Knight say they had no choice but to return their

P2 T

ished their home, reports AP.

The state has requested a court to order the 11-
boy and his 7-year-old sister returned to the

hearing was set for
"We know

children to the state after Hurricane Andrew demol-

-old
ts. A

thhmm.hlpltﬂlmlh‘-

parenting,” said Jim Towey, district director of the H

and Re ative Services I ment, “But the law

[ccar; Tt d ._}:.ltntlylﬂ. antfy the favifly”™ ' l:f:'l'-i'.."ﬂ'
of 379 disputed adoptions in Florida have been

recognized as legitimate faflures over the last four years,

Towry said. -

WEIMER, Germany:

Reproduction of the pnfnting

"Princess Sybille Von Cleve" by Lucas Cranach the older
(1472-1553) which is one of the most famous and valuable
paintings (about 15 million DM) of this German artist. It
is one of the overall eight paintings of an estimate value
of 63 million DM that were stolen from the Cranach
Gallery in the Weimar castle early October 12.

grip over army, upgrade weapons

Deng ordered boosting the
armed forces' military capabil-
ity to meet demands of the
"new period,"” parfy leader
Jiang said.

“From now on, [the PLA)
must work hard te meet the
requirements of modern war-
fare, pay attention to quality
and enhance its overall com-
bat effectiveness,” he added,
saying the goal was to

- "gradually improve weapons.”

Some of the money saved
form ongoing massive culs in
the governments bureauc

. would funnelled into -

oping weaponry, particularly
upgrading and buying new
equipment for the air force

and navy and advanced mis-
siles, analysts said.

— AFP/AUNB photo

Grenadc blast
claims 4 1n
Philippines

COTABATO, (Philippines),

Oct 13: Four children were
killed and 33 wounded when
unidentified gunmen exploded
a grenade and opened
village cinema near this south-
ern city, police said today, re-
ports AFP.

Police had no immediate

suspects but blamed “terr-
orists” for the attack .on the

ibnut B:ﬂn.fll:{tr:::lhﬂ

miles) south of Manila, before
midnight Monday, the eve of
the local fiesta.
The children were m;
a movie on videolape in
kﬁmm cinema when mﬁc

armed men set off

grenade,



