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NEWS BRIEFS

safe in Egypt

All Bangladesh nationals liv-
ing in Cario and surrounding
areas are sale in the wake of
the devastating earthquake
that took a big number of lives.
Foreign Office sources here
said no Bangladeshis were af-
fected by the disaster, reports
BSS.

Hill dists' survey
bagln-NwDec

Survey, settlement and re-

cord operation in the three

hill districts, Rangamati, Ban-
darban and Khagrachhari will
begin in November and
December this year. No such
survey work took place in the
past those three hill districts,

reports BSS,

Paksey-Bheramara
ferry link snapped

PABNA, Oct 13: Ferry ser-
vices bctwctn Paksey and
Bheramara remained snapped
since Monday morning as the
mighty Padma lost navigability
down the Hardings Bridge.
Sources said more than 2
thousand vehicles, mostly
trucks, had been stranded in
long queues on both sides of
the river, reports UNB.

4 Jamaat activists
beaten

By DMCH Correspondent

Four Jamaalt activists were
beaten up by a group of
Youngmen at Malibagh in the
capital Tuesday morning. The
victims, Najibur Rahman, Ma-
., sudur Rahman, Sultan Ahmed
" and Mozammel Hossain were
treated at the Dhaka Hcdical

Hmpftnl (DMCH). The
victims allcged that while they
Ellﬂpallnlni for the
Jl.manl'.

ﬁ’ at 9 am
. & group of workers

i Cﬂmm:lt‘lu attacked

)
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earthquake in Egypt. the worst

in the country's modern his-
tory, a Cairo evening newspa-
Rer said today, reports Reuter.

The semi-official newspaper
said

Al-Ahramal-Massa'{
"preliminary indicators show

that 450 citizens died, includ-

ing about 200 school children”.

ItuHmmﬂthuﬂd-

ings and schools collapsed, in-
juring 3,000 people, mainly in
the greater Cairo area.

The Interior Ministry could

not confirm the figure. The

latest official figure for the
death toll, valid at midnight
local time (2200 GMT
Monday), is 368 people.

Late on Monday night Prime

Minister Atel Sedki told
Reuters 340 people had died
and 4,000 were injured in the
carthquake, which measured
5.3 on Lhe Richter scale.

Atel Sedki said today a re-
port from Geneva that 1,000
people had died or were
missing in:the Cairo earth-
quake was ‘completely inaccu-
rate’.

Sedki, speaking to Reuters
as he waited far Presjdent
Hosni Mubarak to arrive at
Caire Airport after cutting
short a visit to China, said the
death toll was around 390.

The International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies said
1,000 people were dead or

and 10,000 had been
inj:’;l

Egyptian Interior Ministry
sources said their latest re-
ports .indicated 402 people
had been killed across the
country, most in Cairo.

The Secretary-General of
the Egyptian Red Crescent,
Mamdouh QGabr, told Reuters
he believed the figure issued in

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1992

Geneva was a mistake,

AP says, the high death toll
from a relatively moderate
carthquake in Cairo can be
blamed on the capital's
plethora of weak, old buildings
and constructed new
ones, an said

The statement from Dr.

Joseph S. Mikhail, director of
the National Research Institute
lor Astronomy and Geophysics,
came as rescuers continued to
search through the rubble of
some of the nearly 200 build-
ings that collapsed.

Al least 370 people died in
the quake — most of them in
Cairo and Giza— and 3,369
were injured, the government
said.

Hundreds of after-shocks

raced through the area,
startling the alre trauma-
tized residents of this city of
14 million.

"Now | know what hell 1s

A young hoy looks at debris from a house that collapsed after a powerful earthquaka,

measuring up to 5.8 degrees on the Richter Scale hit Cairo on Monday.

— AFP photo
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like,” said Nadia Ezzeddin, a
housewife in central Cairo's
residential Zamalek Island.

n-ended Richter scale,

tht
fum-strength quake.
"The number of casu-
alties was due to the fact that
there are many rickety old

bufldings as well as shoddily
consiructed newer ones,” said.

But many of the deaths

were not from buildings col-'

lapsing, but from people being
trampled in panicked stam-
pedes. More than 100 children
died in the Cairo area as they
rushed from swaying schools,
said Maj. Gen. Rida Abdel-Aziz,
an assistant interior minister.

The quake was centered
about 32 kilometers (20 miles)
southwest of Cairo, a few kilo-
meters (miles) from the pyra-
mids and the Sphinx on the
Giza Plateau.

Khaleda, Hasina |
shocked

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed her deep sorrow at
the loss of valuable lives and
pl'npcrty caused by the devas-

tating earthquake in Cairo and’

the surrounding areas, reports
BSS.

In a condolence message to
President - Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt, the Prime Minister said

she was ly grieved at the
disaster added that the

people of E
Awami League Chief and

Leader of the Opposition in

IEW nt Sheikh m‘ﬁi
shock and hcaﬂ It sympathy
at the Joss of innumerable lives
in a carth quake in Cairo re-
cently. In a condolence mes-
sage to President Hosni
Mubarak, she prayed for the
peacc of the departed souls.

Bodos blow up speeding ||
train : 21 killed

GUWAHATI, India, Oct 13:
At least 21 people were killed
today when two powerful
bombs exploded within 10
minutes of each other in a
speeding train in the far-east-
ern Indian State of Assam,
railway officials here said, re-
ports AFP.

Some 40 others were in-
jured, many of them serfously,
when the explosions wrecked
tow cars, of the Arunachal
Express between two small vil-

in ta district some
230 kilometers (143 miles)
from this Assam city.

The Press Trust of India
(PT1) said some of the bodies

were mutllatr.-d
nition "and h:::rated l!mhs
were strewn at the site.”

No one claimed responsi-
bility, but police sources
blamed the Bodo Security
Force (BSF), a militant group
which is* seeking a separate
state called Bodoland for Bodo
tribes people in Assam.

The dead included 15 men,
four women and children.
Most were villagers returning
from a weekly village market
in Barpeta in the oil-rich state
which borders Bangladesh.

It was the worst bomb at-
tack blamed on the BSF since

the Bodoland cmnpalgn

in 1989 and came hours
Bodo militants threatened to
intensify their struggle.

GK Khare, a senior railway
official here said the first ex-
plosion tock place at 10.35
a.m. (0505 GMT) and the sec-
ond 10 minutes later after the
train came to a halt. He did not
say how many people were in
the two cars. |

The injured were rushed to
a nearby government hospital,
Khare said, adding the train
was on its way from neighbour-
ing West Bengal State to
Ranpura city in Assam. :
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By Sabir Mustafa

Article 71 of the Rules of
Procedure is a weapon the
members love to use, because
it allows them to raise any
matter of public im to
attract the rt‘l:vantw&sttr'u
attention.

Like Munirul Huq Chowd-
hury of the Jatiya Party did
yesterday. He referred to the
death of Zainal Abedin, a labour

leader of Rangpur, who died

See Page 12 Col 7

The quake measured 5.9 on !

residents.
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‘.Twochildre;l

burned
alive in
city fire

By Staff Correspondent

Two children. were charred
to death another five people
including two firemen re-
ceived burn injuries and at

least 40 thatched houses were .

gutted as a devasta fire en-
gulled the Shaheednagar
at Lalbagh in the capital
Tuesday moming.

The fire, originating from a
kitchen of the slum at around
8:30 am, immediately broke
out in the area and continued

burning for nearly two hours.

A niné-year-old boy
Anisuddin and an eight-year-
old girl Shawon were burnt

See Page 12 Col 8
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Bid to stall repatriation
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15 hurt as rowdy | ..
Rohingyas attack
returnees

By A Staff Correspondent

Several thousand Rohingya
refugees, some of them armed
with meat cleavers, Tuesday
attacked a truck that was car-
rying about 100 refugees to a

transit camp for repatriation to

their home 4n Arakan, police
said.

Al least 10 refugees and five
policemen were injured in the
attack that occurred at Ukhia's
Balukhali camp in Cox’'s Bazar
district, police reached by
telephone said.

The injured refugees earlier
opted to return home under
the government's voluntary
repatriation that began last
month, a police official said.

The trouble began as police
w'r,rc about tu take the 100

refugees from 20 families on
board a truck from their

‘Balukhali-2 camp to Rangikhali

that houses
ling to be repa-

The refugees ting the
move attacked the truek,
erected harricades on the
highway and stoned the police.

After the protesters over-
powered the escorting po-
licemen, the camp authorities
sent a SOS to the Ukhia police
station from whereabout 100
policemen were rushed to the
scenc.

Police said they brought sit-
uation under control without
resorting to firing or baton

&:Pnacliﬂulﬂ

transit cam
Rohingyas
triated.

| Tornado, storm lash

2 dists: 30 hurt

At least 30 people were in-
jured and some 1300 houses
damaged as tornado and storm
lashed two districts yesterday,

UNB.

A tornado amidst heavy
downpour lashed Sherpur mu-
nicipal area and adjoining vil-
lages yesterday afternoon, in-
juring at least 20 people and
battering nearly 1,000 houses.

Three of the injured were
admitted to local hospitals in
critical condition. They were
named Shefa Begum (60),
Hafizur™® Rahman (10) and
Rai’iqu] |slam 122]

ekt t at uﬁu
lasted about inutes.

Rainfall, hnwf:'\.rf:r. continued
about two hours submerging
low-lying areas of the town.

A Sirajganj report says, a
violent storm lashed four
lhﬂﬂdﬁ of the district yeslerday

. Royganj,
Sadar

injuring 10 people and damag-
ing some 300 houses.
Witnesses said the storm
that began at 4.30 pm also up-
rooted hundreds of trees and
damaged standing crops on a
vast tract of land in Kutpur.
Kamarkhand and

Most power lines in the

town were reported snapped
by the storm.

Mcanwhile, three people
were -reported after a
mechanised boat dur-
ing the storm in the mid-
itmm ef Jamuna, 3 km off the

?Itncllti " said the
Sirajganj-bound boat with 21
passengers sel .out from
Bhuapur and was overturned at
about 4.45 pm.

Other passengers, however,

swam ashore.

A bill providing for estab-
lishment of the National
University was passed in par-
liament last night after lengthy
debate, reports UNB.

The National University Bill
1992 said the university will
look after and supervise and

 control academic and adminis-

trative functions all the col-
leges numbering 547 now un-

der Dhaka, Rajshahi and
Chittagong universities.
The bill was, however,

bogged down at the final stage
of the passage when Speaker
pointed to
Article 47 which read "The
syndicate will formulate uni-
versily ordinance in accor-

National Umvers1ty
Bill passed

dance with the recommenda-
tions of the academic council”.

"The word 'ordinance’ may
misconstrued and create con-
fusion for the syndicate cannot
formulate or promulgate ordi-
nance... you cannot confer
upon the syndicate the author-
ity of promulgating ordi-
nance,” the Speaker told
Education Minister Zamir-
uddin Sircar who piloted the
bill.

He invited opiniéns of legal
experts including Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Nazmul Huda,
Aminul Hag, Sudangshu She-
khar Haldar, Khandokar
Delwar Hossain, Ebadur

See Page 12 Col 6
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Govt, Opposition

to implement
accord on Azam

By Staff Cormpmdmt

Speaker Shaikh
Ali yesterday asked Ialdlul
members of the Treasury
bench and the O ition to
"sit across the " for im-'
plementing the agreement
signed by both sides to end the
impasse created by the Golam.
Azam issue in Parliament last
June.

The issue of non-implemen-
tation of the agreement was
raised in the Jatlya Sangsad,
on a point of order, by opposi-
tion Chief Whip Muhammad
Nasim.

The agreement was signed

See Page 12 Col 1

General discussion
on push in Oct 19
. By Staff Correspondent

Parliarm:nL will take E
‘cr Mn op ¢
wm 9. .

It was decided unanimously
by the Business Advisory
Committee of Parliament
Monday.

Sheikh Razzak Ali, Speaker
of Parliament, announced the
decision of the mmrmtt:: in
the House last

Earlier, a to uf 29 oppo-
sition MPs demanded ad-
journment of the normal pro-
ceedings of the House to dis-
cuss the issue on the
day of the autumn session.

See Page 12 Col 3
- Becker wins
Nobel Economics

Prize

STOCKHOLM, Oct 13: Gary
S. Becker of the University of
Chicago won the 1992 Nobel
Economics Prize, the Swedish
Academy of Sciences an-
nounced today, reports Reuter,
Becker, born in 1930, was’
awarded the 6.5 crown
(1.2 million dollar) prize for
extending economic is to
a wide of human be-
haviour, the academy safd in

 See Page 12 Col 8

Nirmul body
grand rally
today

By Staff Correspondent
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul
ittee will hold a grand rally
this afternoon in the Engl*
neers’ Institution premises,
Scheduled to be held at
3pm the rally will be preceded
by a cultural fum:tiun by
Sammilita Sangskrittk Jote,
The committee has organ-
ised the in support of its
demand for the implementa-
tion of the March 26 'peoples
court trial verdict' on Jamaat-
e-lslami leader Golam Azam.
The rally will be presided
over by committee convenor
Jahanara Imam. Leader of the
Opposition in Parlilament and
Awami League President
See Page 12 Col 3

Liberate Pak-held Kashmir, BJP asks Delhl

JAMMU, Oct 13: India's
main opposition party today
pressed the government to
liberate’ Pakistani-held Kash-
mir, saying It was time New
Delhi hit back at Islamabad for
aiding Muslim militants in the
border state, reports AFP.

The right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) said it
would organise public meet-
ings in Kashmir to coincide
with a threatened border
crossing by the rebels [rom

Paki:tﬂn into India.

"Kashmir was, is and will be
an integral part of India," BJP
Vice-President KK Sharma
told a news conference here.”
The POK (Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir) is also a part of our
country and there will be noth-
ing wrong if we liberate it.

He added that the only way
to end the bloody Muslim sep-
aralis! campaign in the Indian
state of Kashmir was 10 "get
back” Pakistani controlled
Kashmir, which he sald was

under Paklntnnu 'fllegal con-
trol.’

Sharma called on Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao's
government to take 'effective
steps to liberate Pakistan-oc-
cupled Kashmir' and give 'a be-
fitting reply to the evil and ne-
farfous designs of Pakistan.'

Kashmir's ownership is dis-
puted by India and Pakistan,
which have fought two wars
over the picturesque state,

Pakistan controls Kashmir's

nurthcrn third, which it calls
Azad (free) Kashmir,' and from

| where Muslim rebels have

threatened to cross into Indian
Kashmir on United Nations
Day, October 24.

A similar crossing
February and March by tl:e
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF) led Pakistani
troops to gun down 1|86
Kashmiiris .

Sharma, a Hindu, described
the situation in the Indian
Kashmir, Iindia's only Muslim-

majority state, as ‘very gra

He blamed the ctntral ID'"'
ernment for the escalating
guerilla violence, which has
caused thousands of deaths
since 1990, and accused
Pakistan of waging a proxy war
in Kashmir.

India accuses Pakistan of
arming the , Islamabad
denies the charge ng it
only extends mrll diplo-
matic support to the upﬂntht
campaign, which it calls a
struggle for self-determination,

|

1992.

OFFICE SHIFTED

The Baily Star announces the shift-
ing of its editorial, , News and commer-
cial offices to Road 3,
Dhanmandi Residential Area, Dhaka
with effect from Saturday, October 10,

All our valued readers, advertisers
and patrons are requested to kindly
note the change of address. Press re-
leases, ads and all other communica-

tions should be addressed to :

Che Daily Star -

House 11, Road 3
Dhanmandi R/A
Dhaka 1205
Tel : PABX 500091-4; 863036;
Fax 88-02-863035

House 11,




