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SAARC trade treaty to be
ready for endorsement in Nov

COLOMBO, Oct 8 : A draft

o ift tarill barriers

and boost trade within South
Asia is headed for approval by
members of the South Astian
Association for Regionul
Cooperation [SAARC), a sentor
official said wday. reports AFP,
Bradman Weerakoon,
Relations Advisor

to Sri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa said,

" HSC exams
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and in Islamic Studies Group s
00.00.

. Mohammad Mahbubur
Rahman of Dhaka College se-
cured first place In the Arts
Group getting 9058 marks in
total. Rahman has secured let-
ter marks in Mathematics,

Psychology. Geography and
Statistics.

In the Commerce Group,
Kazi Naima Binte Faruki of
Dhaka Commerce College got

Meostari Alam of Sheikh
Borhanuddin College and
Howlader Mohammad
Mosharral Hossain of Dhaka
College have secured the scc-
ond and the third places re-
spectively.

SaJma Begum of
Vikarunnessa Noon School and

College toped the Arts Group
merit st of the women.

Khomeini influenced
me most : Sarah

By Staff Correspondent

Sarah Ahmed's two-year-
long fight to win the crown
ended Thursday as she topped
the Ilist in the Higher

Secondary Certificate (HSC) -

examination.

Sarah of Vikarunnessa Noon
Cirls College became first in
this year's eombined merit list
securing 989 marks.

She also stood second In
the Secondary School

Certificate Exam (wo yecars
back.

When this correspondent .

arrived at their Shetkh Saheb
Bazar residence in the capital
Thursday noon, there was
none in the house except
Sarah and her elder sister. Her
Jather Dr Shamsuddin Ahmed
was away at the ICTVTR at
Tongl while her mother was in
the United States with her

elder brother and sister.
When asked about the per-

son who influenced her most
after her parents, Sarah said it
was late Ayatullah Khometnt.

-

Naima wants to
be a university

teacher

By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Naima Binte Faruki
wants to be a university
teacher in future, because this
noble profession is the hall
mark of her family. .

She topped the merit list in
the Commerce Group from the
Dhaka Commerce College in
this year's HSC examination
securing 839 marks and an as-
terisk.

Naima's father Kazi
Mohammad Nurul Islam Faruki
is the Principal of the Dhaka
Commerce College while her
mother Shamsunnahar Faruki
is a teacher of Home
Economic in the Lalmatia Girls
College. o,

Although a bit disappointed
with the total marks she re-
cefved, Naima said the position
had been expected.

the draft South Asia
Preferential Agreement
(SAPTA) would be ready for
endorsement by South Astan
commerce ministers next
month. .

It 18 an 1| rtant int
e

tiations. This (draft) is the

ginning of the story.”
Weerakoon told reporters at a

weekly press briefing.
Weerakoon said SAPTA was

aimed at raising the current
level of reglonal trade in
MAR%‘a seven memhber

among

nations by either reducing or
dismantling tarifl barriers by
1997.

Current trade within the
region represented only five
per cent of the region's global
trade.

Members of SAARC, which
groups Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives,
Pakistan and Sri Lankan, could
deecide how they wanted to
proceed in lifting trade barri-
ers after signing the draft,
Weerakoon said.

Sr1 Lanka has been a prime
mover of the trade pact, but
Pakistan has been reluctant to

push ahead to fully timplement
the free-trade idea by 1995

A serious student
never leaves gap
in studies: Moynul

By Staff Correspondent

Muhammad Moynul Islam,
who stood second in the com-
bined merit list of the HSC ex-
amination, loves basketball and
soccer the way he loves his
studies.

His father Nazrul Islam,
however, thinks that Moynul
spent more time in playing
than studying, but he was very
happy at his son's result.

The father was also appre-
ciative of his son's sportsman-

Muhammad Moynul Islam
came oul fromr the Mirzapur
Cadet College securing 969

marks in the HSC examination.
A serious student never

leaves a gap in his studies,” he
said. “one should not cease his
efforts to attain perfection.”

Merit list

By Staff Correspondent

Sarah Ahmed of Vikarun-
nessa. Noon School and College
topped the combined merit
list in the- Dhaka Board
securing a total of 989 marks.

The positions of other stu-
dents according to the merit
list are: (2) Mohammad Moinul
Islam, Mirzapur Cadet College,
969; (3) Sohel Aktar, and
Mohammad Manir Morshed,
Mirzapur Cadet College, 965;
(4) Mohammad Rezaul Haque,
Dhaka College, 956; (5) Rezaul
Alam Choudhury, Dhaka
College, 955; (6) Shahana
Bentul Aziz, Vikarunnessa
Noon School and College, 951;
(7) Imtiaz Ibne Mannan of
Mirzapur Cadet College and
Kazi Ali Igram of Dhaka
College, 950: (8) Rashed
Ahmed, Dhaka College, 949;
{9) Sheikh Anowarial Kattah,
Dhaka College, 947: (10)
Shatla Kazi of Vikarunnessa
Noon School and College and
Farah Naz Amin of Holy Cross
College, 946; (11) Mohammad
Faisal Abedin, Notre Dame
College, 943; (12) Arif-Al-
Mamun, Dhaka College, 937;
(13) Mohammad Sadat
Hossain. Dhaka College, 936:
(14) Mousugni Zaman of Holy
Cross College and Abu Sayeed
Mohammad Haider of Dhaka
College 934; (15) Abdullah Al
Amin, Mirzapur Cadet College,
933; (16) Ahmed Wasim Raja,
Dhaka College, 930; (17)
Fazilatur Rahman of Holy Cross
College and Mohammad
Borhanuddin Mollah of
Mirzapur Cadet College, 929;
(18) Tanzim Khalid .Chow-

dhury, Vikarunnessa Noon
School and College, 928; (19)
Pola Mehbub Kazi of

Vikarunnessa Noon School and
College, Shakila Yasmin of
Mymensingh Girls Cadet
College and Sharhima Ferdousi
of the same college, 927 each
and (20) Khandakar Nadim
Parvez, Rajendra College, 926.
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| Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging views with the

Parishad at her Sugandha office yesterday.

Second phase of
UP polls ends

The second phase of Union
Parishad elections in 1956
centres of 385 unions ended

yesterday, Election
Commission sources here said,
reports UNB.

Voting was suspended at
seven centres ol seven unions
during the eight-day polling as
law and order situation went
beyond the control of presid-
ing officers.

The centres gre:
Rupnarayanpur in Nalitabari
thana of Sherpur. Goalabazar
and East Gouripur in Balaganj
of Sylhet, Kamelerpar in
Shaghata thana of Gatbandha.
Lohagara in Lohagara thana and
Palpara Primary School of
Kanchana union in Satkania
thana of Chittagong district
and West Gupti in Faridganj of
Chandpur. ;

Moreover, clections could
not be held at two other cen-
tres of Kamelerpar union in
Dhunat thana of Bogra due to
injunction order imposed by
the court.

Arafat, Habash

agree to unite
Palestinians

AMMAN, Oct 8: PLO chair-
man Yasser Arafat and his chief
rival, George Habash, agreed
Thursday to unify the Pales-
tinians ahead of the next round
of Arab-Israeli peace talks in

Washington later this month,
reports AP.
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of democracy: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said in Dhaka yes-
terday that the present gov
ernment s privatisation pro-
gramme was aimed at mazmg
the people conscious about
playing their role from their
respective [iclds lor the suc-
cess of democracy, reports
BSS.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the Medical College for
Women and Hospital at Uttara
Model Town. The college has
been set by the Medical and
Health W‘:'Gnre Trust. a private

ton.

The Prime Minister said it
should make always look lor-
ward to the government for
assistance for everything. The
identity of the nation as an in-
dependent country would only
be meaningful when people
would become conscious about
playing their due role in devel-
opment.

The Prime Minister said

gt‘ present government had

en emphasis on education ol
women as it wanted to fnvolve
the women community in the
development process. She also
said that the government was
utilising the distressed women
of the rural areas, who form a
greal working force in differ-
ent development programmes.

Begum Zia said, "We have
also given emphasis on the
removal of poverty and expan-
sfon of education and health-
care with the aim to build a
strong and productive nation.
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Moscow police guard the entrance of the office building of former Soviet President

"Our declared policy is the de-

velopment of human re-
sources.” she said.

Congratulating the founders
of he Medical College the
Prime Minister hoped t the
college would be able to meet
the demand of women physi-
clans and help in the expan-
sion ol health care services to
women in the country.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment would weléome all pri-
vate endeavours for E:pnmrtn!
education, including health
education in the country.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Deputy Leader in
parliament and Chairman of
the Medical and Health
Welfare Trust Prof. A @ M
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Education Minister Jamir-
uddin Sircar, Deputy Minister
for Health and Family Plan

- Strajul Huq, local member o

parlament Qamrul Islam,
Executive Chairman of° the
Health Welfare Centre Prof M
R Khan and Prof Suraiya
Jabeen.

Shining Path
leader gets
life-term

LIMA. Oct 8: Shining Path
rebel leader Abimael Guzman
was scntenced Wednesday 1o
life imprisonment without pa-
role as his followers launched a
bjoody revenge offensive that
left at least seven people dead,
officials said, reports AFP.
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Gorbachev's International Centre of Social and Political Research (Gorbachev Foundation)

esterday. Earlier. they
uilding after Russian

evented more than 100 employees of the Foundation to enter the
esident Boris Yeltsin signed a decree Wednesday placing the

premises of the foundation under the jurisdiction of the Russian Academy of Finance.

— AFP photo

“__south Asian
festival begins
in Delhi today

NEW DELHI, Oct 8 : The
first-ever South Asian festival

tomorrow with the a ob-
jective of fostering better un-
derstanding and people-to-
people contact among the
seven member countries.

After the inauguration of the

16-day festival tomorrow by
the Indian Prime Minister P V
‘Narasimha Rao, various pro

grammes and exhibitions of
cultural programmes and ob-

| jects would be exhibited in 30

cities and towns in different
states of India. '
State Minister for Cultu
Affairs Prof Jahanara Begum
who is leading a 36-member
Bangladesh delegation told

BSS "Such festivals could re-

duce whatever {rritants t
be there among the me
countries.

Prof Jahanara Begum also
hoped that the festival would
help foster greater cordiality
and economic and political co-
operation among the SAARC
member countries.

She also expressed the
hope that the festival would
particularly contribute to bet-
ter relations between

Bangladesh and India.

| Siraj ganJ --Bhuapﬁr ferry

services disrupted

SIRAJGANJ, Oct B : About
500 passengers from the
northern districts got
stranded at the Sirajganj ghat
last night after BIWTC authori-
ties stopped the I':E services
between Sirajgany Bhuapur
Wednesday, reports UNB.

Fall in water level in the
river Jamuna and reappear-
ance of shoals have blocked
the scheduled ferry services.

Nearly, 300 buses and
trucks were also held up at
the ghat till this noon creating
a chaotic condition there.

. Police had to be called in to
normalise the situation.

Passengers bound for Dhaka
and Rajshalbi were later ferried
by launches arranged by the
transport owners.,

However, 25 trucks still

remained stranded at the ghat *

to be ferried to

awaliting

Meanwhile, Motor Owners'
Association and BIWTC alleged
that negligence by the Roads
and Highways Department in
constructing a bailey bridge
over the river Dhaleshari have
increased the problem,

They said the bridge, if
constructed, would have en-
abled the vehicles to cover

nearly 8 miles between
Noilsharchar and Bhuapur
thus avoiding the necessity of
passing through the ghat dur-
ing the lean period.

Officials said resumption of
the ferry services would de-

nd on shifting the terminal

from Bhuapur to Noilsharchar.

Tempoo helper
dead

By Staff Correspondent

A 13-year-old tempoo hel:
per died yesterday after his
tempoo lost control and hit
the wall of a building at

Shipoybag,
The tempoo helper, Sha-
hidul, was sandwiched be-

tween the building wall and
the tempoo. He received injury’
in his chest.

He was taken to Dhaka

Medical College Hospital at
about’ 7 am. Later he was re-

leased and was taken home.

But Shahidul's condition
deteriorated and he died at
around 10 am.

A case was [iled with
Sabujbagh Thana. The driver of
the tempoo could not be ar-
rested.

| PM assures steps.

members of University |

Privatisation for success I

1 man Mia, Ja
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them that all possible mea-
sures would be taken to solve
their problems. She said ‘the

existing official for
teachers in
for the foreign visits would be
made easier.

Begum Zia also assured
them that a Ph.D scholarship
scheme would be introduced
for the university teachers. She
gave the assurance following
the plea from the Vice
Chancellors to enable the uni-
versity teachers to take Ph.D
degrees In increasing numbers
through extending financial
help.

The members of the

rishad underlined the need

exchanging views at a regu-
lar interval with the Prime
Minister by them regarding
the condition of the universi-
ties for effective and expedited
solution of the problems exist-
ing in the universities.

The parishad led
by its President, Khulna
Univ€rsity Vice Chancellor

| Prol Golam Rahman, included

Dhaka University Vice Chan-
cellor Mohammad Moniruzza-
Uni-
versity Vice Chancellor Prof
Kazi Saleh Ahmed, Islamic
University Vice Chaneellor
Prof M Hamid, Rajshahi
University Vice Chancellor

Profl M Anisur Rahman. Sha-
hjalal Science and Technology

University Vice Chancellor
Prof Sadruddin Ahmed, My-
mensingh Agricultural Untv-
ersity Viee Chancellor Prof
Ashraf Alf Khan, sh
University of E ring and
Technology Vice Chancellor
Prof M Shahjahan and Sec-
retary of the parishad Ahmed

JS vigilance body
orders stern
action against
loan defaulters

A parliamentary vigilance
committee yesterday ordered
stern action against defaulting
loanees and corruption in dif-
ferent banks, reports UNB.

The Vigilance Committee of
the Parllamentary Standing
Committee . on  Public
Undertakings in its fourth
meeting at Sangsad Bhaban
adopted some Important deci-
sions regarding the punitive
action and directed concerned
authorities to implement those
properly. said an official hand-
out.

It discussed in detail the
activities and credit disburse-
ment and recovery procedures
of Sonali Bank, Janata Bank,

esh Krishi Bank, Shilpa
Bank and Bangladesh Shilpa
Rin Sangstha.
ting also discussed
the modalities of activity of the
vigilance committee that
keeps vigil on the state-run
institutions.

Convenor of the committee
A K M Abu Taher. MP,
presided over the meeting. Its
members Manirul  Hagq
Chowdhury, Dr Mizanul Haq
and Ziaul Haq attended the
meeting.

Managing Directors of con-
cerned banks and financial
institutions were present.

26 criminals
executed
in China

BEIJING, Oct 8: Twenty-six
convicted eriminals were exe-
cuted in northeastern China,
largely for rape and murder.
the Hetlongjiang Legal News
reported in its edition seen
here today, reports AFP.

A total of 55 criminals were
sentenced September 25 at a
public meeting in Harbin,
Heilongjiang Lgrmrinc:': capital.
and 26 of them were taken
immediately afterwards to an

execution ground and shot, the
newspaper said,

BSF

From Page 1 Col 7
government has reiterated its
concern over India's continued
attempt to push her Bengali
speaking natjonals into

h in violation of in-
ternational laws.

The government concern
was conveyed to Indian High
Commissioner K Raghunath
when he met acting Foreign
Secretary AH Mahmood Ali at
the Foreign office yesterday.

Officials said matters of
other bilateral issues also came

up for discussion at the meet-

ing.

Seyveral hundred of Bengalf
. Indian nationals have
been pushed into Bangladesh
through the western borders
since early last month. They
were however returned to
India the same way Indian BSF
pushed them to Bangladesh
territory.

Reports repching from
across the border hun-
dreds of Bengali speaking
Indians were concentrated in
different camps along the bor-
der to ush them Into
Bangladesh under "Operation
Push Back” scheme which was
reportedly described as inhu-
man by West Bengal ruling
party CPI (M).

Early last month,
Bangladesh lodged a strong
Lmt:nl to India against the il-

gal deportation.

DHAKA FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1992

Serbs step up offensive

SARAJEVO, Oct 8 Bosnian Serbs s

offensive on Muslim-held

MOSCOW, Oct 8 Mikhail Gorbachev said
jail rather than testify at the
constitutional Croats' trial of the communist party.

preven.

ready to go to

will make me change my

President said in a press con

areas

the former
the headquarters

the Gorbachev foundation, reports AFP.

13 killed in Chinese

HONG KONG, Oect 8: A Chinese tourist-charter

carrying
Tatwan and 14 western
said today

seven crew and 28 passengers including Il’h_f“
ropeans crashed im China's

13 and four, Xinhua

JS autumn session
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Chowdhury eof the Awami
League (AL), Shamsuddoha of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB). Suranjit
Sengupta of Ganotantri Party
and S Siraj of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal
The Daily Star that the
terrorism Ordinance was a
black law of the highest order.
such a black law’ said the
ers adding ‘We shall try our
level best to compel the ruling
party to withdraw the Or-
dinance’.

to them,

a neu-
tral application of the law of
the land relating to violence

was e to curb terrorism
that had spread over the
country

The

policy planners in the
ruling . however, strongly
believed that the existing laws
were not adeguate to uproot
terrorism.

An influential BNP leader
talking on the issue told The
Daily Star last night that socto-
political stability was a must
for the economic emancipation
of the people and that the
government no alternative
but to promulgate the Ordi-
nance with a view lo estab-
lishing peace in the societly
by means of controlling the
‘all ing' terrorism.

The BNP leader claimed
that the society had already
started witnessing a decrcase
in terrorist incidents following
the promulgation of the
Ordinance.

Meanwhile, the AL has de-
cided to hold its Parliamentary
Party meeting at 10 in the
morning of October 11 iIn
order to chalk out a strategy
on how to counter the ruling
party arguments on different
current i{ssues including the
views, the ruling party policy
makers attaching importance
to formulating were precisely
their arguments before the
Parliament session.

The BNP Secretary General
and LGRD Miriister Salam
Talukder yesterday told The
Daily Star that they would also
discuss a strategy to combat
Opposition stances in their
Parliamentary Party meeting
on October 12 or 13 on issues
likely to come up in the Houge.

Source in the Oppositioin,
said that they would highlight,
along with the deteriorating
law and order situation and
governmnet measures to con-
trol it the ruling party's
‘fatlures’ in ' tackling the
Rohynga issue, facing the situa-
tion arising out of the Indian

15 die of diarrhoea
in Kishoreganj
KISHOREGANJ, Oct B8:

Diarrhoea claimed at least 15

people, including seven chil-

dren, and attacked 492 others
in the district in three days till

Wednesday, official sources

said in Dhaka yesterday, re-

ports UNB.

Unofficial sources, however,
put the death toll from the
disease at 256 and said more
than 1,000 people were at-
tacked by diarrhoeal discases
during the period.

Officials said eight people
died in Jaroitola union. but
unofficial sources put the
death figure at 34.

A total 1561 medical
teams are ing in the al-
fected areas of all the 13
thanas of the district, official
sources said.

7 killed
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injured are: Ahmed Khan (55),
Nurul Islam (35). Kadam Ali
(50), Fazlur Rahman (30), Raju
(23), Majhar (30), Razzak (20).
Tapan, Dulal (32), Shamsul
Alam (30), Bazlul Karim (265).
Motaleb [30), Towfiqu!l Islam
(35). Badsha (30). Latif (38),
Liton (24), Prince (22), Rantu
(37), Al-Shafli, Zahid (23),
Mafiz (32), Alamgir (21), Milon
(22), Lutfar Rahman (30),
Shahabul Islam (25), Siraj Al
(40). Md Fazlul Haque (35),
and Abul Khair (50).

Operation Push-Back and con-
trolling price hike of essential
commaodities.

The autumn session. how-
ever, Is I:lhtj to be a short
one, expected to be
by the end of the first week of
November, Parliament sources
said.

The two new bills ltkely to
be introduced in the session
are the Motor Vehicles (Amen-
dment) Bill and the Motor
Vehicles Tax (Amendment)
Bill, while the 10 bills
in Parliament are: |. Bang-
ladesh House Building
Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2. National University Bill, 3.
Shilpa Bank (Amendment) Bill,
4. Mines and Mineral
Resources [Control and
Development) Bill. 5. Code of
Criminal Procedure (Second
Amendment) Bill, 6. Nuclear

Safety and Radiation
Protection Bill, 7. National
Science and Technology

Museum Bill, 8. Public
Examinations (Offences)
(Amendment) Bill, 9. Inalnd
Water Transport Labourers
(Employment contrel) Bill, 10,
Bill. -

Walcbott
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L T'meostill & listle stunned.”
Walcott told the Associated
Press in Beston, where he .
tcaches literature and créative
writing at Boston University. "I
haven't had time to sit in a
corner” and write down feel-
ings, he said. but added, "1 feel
very rich.”

Walcott, 62, said he would

use some of the 6.5 million
kronor (dirs 1.2 million) in

prize money to build a dream
house on St Lucia, where he
was born in 1930. He divides
his time between Trinidad,
where he now lives, and
Boston, where he has worked
for the past eight years.

Walcott said he had tele-
phonéd his family. -but would
delay a big celebration wuntil
after a scheduled speech at the
University of Virginia. He said
his twin brother, Roderick, a
son and two daughters by two
previous marriages would ac-
company him to the awards
ceremony in Stockholm on
December 10. :

The Swedish Academy cited
Walcott for tic works "of
great luminosity, sustained by a
historical vision, the outcome
of a multicultural commit-
ment.”

“In him West Indian culture
has found its great poet,” the
academy said. "He has an in-
tense belief in poetry and po-
ets and he had made this one
ol his themes.”

Discontent
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The Informatiort Ministry
confirmed the allegation as
*fact” and said that the pro-
cess was on to resolve it

Reliable Radio sources said
that the ministry was report-
edly sending a proposal to the
Ministry of Establishment to
convert the present posts of
Deputy Controllers as
*selection post” to avoid the
crisis but the source said that
it was a long term process that
may take another couple of

The Information Ministry
sources said that two posts of
Deputy Controllers remained
vacant but that the authorities
did not promote the qualified
Assistant Controllers fearing
agitation by the seniors.

The Radio sources said that

the three now a basic
of Tk 2,800 Assis-
tant Controllers recently

submitted a memorandum to
the Information Ministry de-
manding the Taka 4,800 scale
as they were now fit for it
passing the senjority exa-
mination.

But their demand has been
rejected as the ts in the Tk
4.100 (The puty Ceon-
troller's scale) were earlier
declared ‘feeder posts’ and
made mandatory for the
Assistant Controllers to Youch

for further promotions.



