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Kuwaiti Elections
Eightyone thousand eligib
mentary seats t Mmfu%:d ppgztw e
o o ion up.
Khnﬂtheﬂrﬂtmthntxuwm.mffoﬂi
moderate of Arab States, held an election.

last one held about six years
tion of the mem seition @ hich h
opposition whic as
been awarded what can be @ Ilzn:lslide vic-
tory. Election, in the sense that we have it here,
is a rarity in the Arab world. What is rarer still is
that an election brings into a up that is
m-rmmtel};hm the o tion to the Amir and
his groap. ¢ election result, therefore, is a
su that democracy is t root in this
desert . In that sense the Impact of this
electoral verdict 1is indeed difficult to underes-
timate. The ripple effect of this exercise in adult
franchise is bound to catch the im ation of
citizens of other Arab countries whose long-

: by the so-called op-
m:nn in a coun still ruled by heredi

. the tasks ore it will be enormous. It
must, first of all, act in the most
manner without, so-to-speak, "rnckln%t € boat"
too much. It will have to prove to the present
éestablishment that a representative government
and a hereditary monarchy can co-exist if the
ground rules are well laid out and mutually
respected. The new government must not appear
anti-monarchy resulting in the of panic reac-
tion as there was, six ago. Amir and his
family, on the other hand, must wake up to the
reality that the days of absolute monarchy are
long past and the dvuna.nd for representative gov-
ermmment is too strong for any force to stop — for
any length of time..In this regard a mention
should be made of the reforms that have been re-
cently introduced by King Fahd in the most con-
servative of Arab countries — Saudi Arabia. The
reforms there add a welcome momentum to the
winds of change that is definitely blowing
through the doms of the region.

On the agenda of the new government, finan-
cial accountability is likely to be a prominent
one. Years of free-wheeling spending by the gov-
ermnment and officials has built up a huge debt for
the cou . A thorough investigation of the fi-
nancial dealings of the past governments will
send the right signals to other oil rich countries
of the region that the wealth that they waste be-
long to the %crﬁ)lc and as such should be ac-
counted for. Following on the agenda of financial
accountability, the elected government must
look into the ways to enfranchise the women vot-
ers. The fundamental political right of franchise
must be given to the Kuwaiti women, as well as
the women of the region.

We hope that the new representative govern-
ment of Kuwait will not move too fast so as to
destabilise the situation, nor move too slow so as
to dampen the aspirations of the people for more
democracy and individual rights. A balance
will set the stage for durable change throughout

?wregm-
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| Education

Note books flood markets despite government
ban. That is a headline appearing in Thursday's

Daily Star. The news item below is datelined
Narail. But that the situation as indicated in the
headline is true of all Bangladesh, is common
knowledge. This stinking note-book business is a
nuisance all nﬁht but it has been overtaken by
very many rac
power of harmn. So much so that note books have
t ceased to be an issue of any substance. In
ct, the Narail news, rather than becoming con-
¢erned, pleads for a removal of the ban on note
Books, paving the way for possible arrival of more
responsible publication of such material than
what is being purveyed in the clandestine man-
ger. The correspondent is all for "good" note
Books whereas under present ban only the bad
gnes rule the market. He or she has completely
missed the point against note books. The idea
behind banning note books was to make the stu-
dents read the texts and prepare their own
notes, if that is at all necessary, in preparation of
the exams.

Ban or no ban, the students are not going for
the text books. They, about all of them, wait
readymade answers to questions that are sure to
be asked in the examination hall. Where can they
get those? The note books in the market are
only one source out of three of these readymade
answers that are there to be committed to mem-
ory and transcribed on to the answer scripts —
or easier done, to be copied outright on the self-
same blank papcr;. thl:t uthocg:;ut:rcg iuurces are
more rous than the rec ad charac-
ter —nﬁen%ook. First, the 'notes’ dictated by the
teacher or copied from sheets, the ped ue
passes for 'notes’. This teacher, there arcaﬂ!oﬁ.he
chances in the world, will give worse stuff to the
students than would the ed notebooks. The
second source of notes is the successful students.
The sheets handed down along generations of
students from the wonder-w "first division”
or 'star’ boy or girl is the students' own device of
h a go at one-up-manship with the teacher.
Which is commandable by itself no doubt, but
yielding the same awful harvest only two steps
removed from the o compiler. The reader
is advised to read "read e answers to set
questions”, wherever the word 'notes' occur

This all boils down to an all round, almost fool-
proof, cnnapiraﬁy from inside the gardens of
Akademe as well as outside of these, against edu-
cation. How did we come to such a pass?
Education has for far too long a time been the
preserve of the mediocre and men and women
even below it. If this applies more to educational
administrators and , the linchpin of ac-
tual teaching has also been invaded by the same
malaise way back in the British times. With ma-
terial returns c at low parameters, it was
too much furthmm en the cu
dignity and respect that it carried started wear-
ing thin. If education today is all guide books and

courses and tutorial homes and pre-
cadet schools, the teachers must ewn up the
crimes in the matter and not pass the

on to the gullible students only too ready to
m the compulsion of acccptingh'pﬂvntt

from their school teacher —the note-
giving teacher.
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French voters decided to
with

European unity on September

throw in their lot

20 and said Oui in a nation-

wide referendum to a treaty
designed to fuse economically
the 12 nations

‘and politically
of the European Community .

But enthusiasm for greater

with only a razor slim 51.

per cent majority of French
voters casting
favour of the sweeping EC
consttutional

] French President i"rmmh
Mitterrand called the referen-

dum after EC plans for more
integration were thrown into
crisis last June by an unex-
pected rejection in a Danish
referendum of the Maastricht

treaty is safe” said EC Commi-

ssioner Karel Van Miret. "We
lot of explaining to do to

as to what we are all

Britain, forced to withdraw
nd from the European
Exc ‘Rate Mechanism
(ECM), a system for stabilising
currencies and the precursor
to economic union. has yet to
ratify the treaty.

Although Britain does not
plan a referendum, there is
stiff to the treaty on
both sides of the House of
Commons, and the debate,
which threatens to split the

4

.ruling Conservative Party. is
likely to last for weeks.

British ratification is not
the only hurdle that Maastricht
has to face. Denmark will have
to hold a second referendum.
to try to extract a Yes vole

from the Danes. Under its own

terms, the Maastricht Treaty
can become operational only if
the parliaments of all 12 na-
tional signatories have ratified

their ballot.in

The recent turmoil in European currencies has put into question the
treaty was designed to fuse economically and politically the 12 natio
despite a Yes vote in the French referendum hopes
Gemini News Service looks at the dilemma faced by Eu

future of the Maastricht Treaty. The
: ns of the European Community. But
of founding a common European home are waning.
ropean leaders.

il
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The aims of the Maastricht
Treaty, named after the Dutch
town where it was sealed, are
to create a single currency and
a single independent bank for
Europe, and to have a common
European foreign policy.
Governments would find it
harder to pursue policies at
odds with the rest of the EC,
like Britain's unilateral deci-
sion In 1990 to scrap sanc-
tions against South Africa.
French citizens for
example, in Belgium would
gain the right to vote in local
and European parliament
elections. The European
Parliament, currently little
more than a talking shop,
would be granted wide-ranging
powers of veto. The Euro
Commission, which drafts EC
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propose guidelines on issues as
far ranging as transport net-
works, consumer protection,
industrial innovation and new
technology.

The reasons given the No
voters in France, t:--:i:’r
the driving force behind

European integration, were as
numerous as French cheeses.

" Bakers told the French
press they feared European
standardisation, as in the
framework of the EC's separate
single market programme,
would mean an end to the
French baguette.

French farmers, recently
.engaged in violent déemonstra-
tions against the long-awaited
reforms of the EC common
agricultural policy. voted Non

[
though the word " ulture”
does not feature in vohlami -
nous Maastricht text. Some
voted Non because they did
not like the President and
others because they did not
like the Germans.

Most le voted inst
what the lﬂ has w.# the
g:::h:ln bureaucrats in

ssels.” although European
civil servants at I.l‘ngC'l head -

uarters are less numerous
- n t}llnu of a medium-sized

renc . and general
more -c::.mh. b

Accord to lls
carried out French televi-
sion, only 13 per cent of the
no-voters gave disagreement
with the content of the treaty
as their primary reason for vot-

ing No.
The fact is. containing
words as it does like

“convergence.” “"competence.”
"Cohesion™ and "subsidiarity”
you would have to be an inter-
national lawyer with a doctor-
ale In macro-economics to
miake sense of the hefty vol-
umes of Maastricht.

What politicians and the
6000-0dd journalists accred-
ited to the EC institutions, the
largest press corps in the'
world, have just discovered is
the average EC citizen does
not understand even the basic
functioning of the EC.
Headlines like Brussels Bans
the British Sausage make good
copy. even Il it is not true. The

question of Europe is also di-
viding traditional allies and
creating unlikely bed fellows
like - the neo-fascist French
National Fron! party and the
Communists,

The French vote untypically
united sworkers in the the
country's industrial heartlands
and farmers in the rural areas
who opposcd Maastricht while
white-collarcd workers, intel-
lectuals and businessmen in

en masse for that reason, even the ciiies voted Yes.

- intergovernmental meetin

The meost consistent sup-
Eortr:r: of Maastricht are the
usiness community. anxious
for a single currency to save on
exchange rate pgosts and
mainstream politicians.

Jecques Attall. President of
the European Bank for Re-
construction and Develop-
ment, said Europe is destined
to become a second-rate
economic power without a
single currency.

It will take a while for many
of Europe’'s politiclans to for-
give Mitterrand for helding a
referendum, which he was not

constitutionally ob te do.
and in doing so a de-
bate they would prefer not to

have take place at all.

"A referendum on difficult
and complex problems is al-
ways a risk,” sald the EC
Industry Commissioner,
Martin Bangemann of Ge-
rmany, who is to a
similar referendum on the
treaty being held in Germany.
He added: "Those calling for a
German réferendum are
lawyers opposed to Maas-
tricht.”

Opinion polls show if a ref-
erendum was held, the
German people. desperate to
hold on to their greatest asset,

the deutschemark, would say
No.

Anti-European campaigners

would argue no omne elected
Bangemann, who as one of the

" 17-member European Com-

mission college shares re-
sponsibility for drafting EC leg-
tslation and then brokering its
adoption by EC national gov-
ernments, negotiating interna-
tional trade agreements and
drafting the EC budget and
setting priorities.

But thg Commission alone
cannot make decision at the
EC. These, including the con-
tents of the Maastricht Treaty.
arc decided by clesed-doors

According to Peter Ludlow,
director of the Centre for
European Policy Studies, the
solution to Europe’s problems
perhaps is a US-style constitu-
tion, transparent and accessi-
ble to everyone.

With most of Europe's
al’lﬂcﬂm insisting there will

no renegotiation of the
hard-won Maastricht Treaty
until the EC’s next constitu-
tional | review due in 19986,
even to get a Yes vote from the
Danes. this remains a pipe
dream.

What is ecertain, Europe's
politiclans will have to find a
way out of the Maastricht
muddle, or face a drifting apart
after 40 years of moving closer
together. And with Yugoslavia
less than two hours by plane
from Brussels, the conse-
quences of this happen
could be serious. i

HILARY CLARKE is a free-
lance journalist based in

in Brussels,

Let there be a Referendum on Students' Politics

by M Aminul Islam

HE environment of

EI deteriorafing in

country. Along with other
reasons, campus violence is
obviously destroying education,
the backbone of the nation. As
a result, a whole generation is
being crippled and darkness is
looming large over the future
of Bangladesh.

Two main sections of popu-
lation who suffer the most due
to the situation are the stu-
dents and their fans. It is
the life of a student which is
being affected directly and
most severely. The guardians,
most of whom are poor and
who spend their hard-earned
money on their dependents to
make them educated and to
see them established in life,
are also the direct victims of

. the eruel circumstances.

Terrorism is simply devas-
tating the academic atmo-
sphere. On the one hand, it is

HE United Nations' Se-

curity Council has beco-

me a tool for the use of
its three Western permanent
members to achieve their own
geopolitical ambitions, says.a
Dutch analyst.

‘The UN Security Council
disguises the interests and vi-
sions of the United States,
France and Great Britain,’ says
Paul de Waart, professor of in-
ternational law at the Free
University of Amsterdam.

The civil war in former
Yugoslavia and the crisis in
Iraq have given them the
chance to revive their old roles
as colonialist
using the mac
UN, he said.

- 'I'm worried about the way
the Security Council is increas-
ing its power,' said de Waart.

werbrokers,
ry of the

it was meant as an

alert organisation for emer-
gency situations when peace
and security were threatened.

|~ 'But I get the impression

education  is ﬂhﬂgg

leaving many youths dead or
maimed: on the other it is
spoiling valuable years of the
students and obliviating their
future. The single most impor-
tant reason behind terrorism
is the students’ politics, as it
stands, linked up with the na-
tional political parties. Now
the question arises if the stu-
dents should have any say re-
garding students’ politics and
the right to give verdict re-
garding their own lives.
Guardians send their wards
to educational institutions with
great hope and aspiration. But
soon afterwards, they literally
start to pass sleeplesd rights in
great anxiety for their depen-
dents out there on the campus
which so frequently turmns into
a battle ground. Despair and
frustration are befalling them.
Their financial losses are mul-
tiplying over the years. | wish
to ask the nation if these

guardians should have right to

voice their opinion about what
happens on the campus.

The political parties in the
country have direct link with
the students' organizations on
the campus. And its true the
former try to consolidate their
strength by using the latter.
The fight between students’
organizations is the reflection
of conflict and competition
among the political parties.
Similarly an intra-organiza-
tional fight of the students is
also the outcome of the inter-
nal conflict in a political party.
And in these fights, sophisti-
cated fire-arms are being uscd
indiscriminately.

The dangerous situation on
the campus and ever-growing
session jam are prompting
‘many rich and fortunalc

guardians to send their de-

pendants to foreign  countries,

their educational career.. The
stuggering number _of such
siudents has a exceeded
o hundred thousand and is

still increasing at an 'alarming
pace. Alarming because they

will grow up as an opportunist
class and will one day come
back to take the helm of affairs
ol the country, because there
must prevail a vacuum then. As
they are trained up from a
tcnder age in an alien envi-
ronment and culture and . as
they would nurture altogether
different ideas. let there be no
doubt that there will be every
possibility of receiving a blow
on the pride and indepen-
dence of this nation. I do not
know how political lead-
ers have their sons living on
these boiling campuses here,
facing curse of session jam and
taking the risk of being killed

Jttﬂi“m :

It is easy for a student to

h! for him to get out

lieve, there are. many
called terrorists on the cam-
pus who, although willing,
cannot give up arms for fear of
their opponents retai that.
If the armed boys are to be
disarmed, it should be done
simul : and de-
cisively. Unfortunately, the sit-
uation can be co to a
boat having a leak through
which water rushes in and one
only tries in vain to empty it
Once arms are removed, in all
probability they return the
hands of the terrorists again.
However big talks be up in the
air, the terrorists do belong to
students’ organizations. These
students’' organizations are
connected with the political
parties. Can the political par-
ties spell out clearly why they
need their students’ wings?

it. |

Big Three's Domination of UN Condemned
Titske Lingsma writes from Amsterdam —

A Dutch analyst has aecused the US, UK and
France of using the UN Security Council to

the three permanent members
of the Council are modelling
the world in their image.'

De Waart admits much of
the problem lies in the weak-
ness of the UN itself and its
failure to evolve into a body
that can effectively tackle in-
ternational conflict. He says
the UN General Assembly does
not provide the necessary
democratic control over the
Security Counecil.

‘'The General Assembly
keeps absolutely silent about
the matter. One could expect
that Third World countries, or
countries ltke the
Netherlands, or Belgium,
would says: "We want a pro-

found discussion about the di-

rection of the organisation.™
The two other permanent

council members, Russia and

China, also keep silent, says de

L !E [ I L] ! E I-EI- §
Waart, too p!:f:ﬂenupiﬂd "force" within the UN is no

by their own internal troubles.

'It seems as if there is a
charter of the Security Council
and not a charter of the United
Nations.'

In August the Security
Council adopted ‘a resolution
on the situation in Yugoslavia,
paving the way for military as-
sistance of humanitarian aid in
Sarajevo and Bosnia-
Hercegovina.

'My biggest fear at the mo-
ment {s that at the instigation
of France, Great Britain and
especially the US the word

longer a dirty word. -

'It is périlous for the UN
since. the organisation was
funded to ban and t vio-
lence and not to becorne an in-
volved party in conflicts,’ said
de Waart, who adds that the
Yugoslav resolution was left de-
liberately vague to suit the big
three on the Council. -

‘These Tesolutions are not
based on UN means. The UN is
dependent on nations who
have some s soldiers hang-
ing around in barracks and
willing to go to Yugoslavia. But

- ———
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Sir, Recently, there wil a
news item which said that a
rickshawpuller picked up a

couple as his passengers near
the Baitul Mokarram market.
The couple were carrying a
medium sized colour TV set.
This the rickshawpuller gath-
ered from the conversation of
the couple. It flashed
in his mind, that a day earlier,
he had seen a snatcher,
who exactly looked like his
male passenger. When the
rickshaw came near a police
box, the rickshawpuller got
down from his rickshaw on a
pretext, and quickly said
something to the two police-
men who were on duty. The
snatcher was nabbed. ,

This incident is an indica-

there is no UN budget for it.’
The military options under
consideration by planners in
the three countries include
exchision zones that may re-
quire the deployment of as
as 60,000 troops — yet
so far Britain has pledged just
1,800 mem and France 1,100,

De Waart argues that such
operations should be the re-
sponsibility of a permanent UN
peacekeeping force — planned
when the UN was, established
but which never came into ex-
istence.

'A UN peacekeeping
should be permanently avail-
able. It does not have to be
stationed in New York bar-
racks but from time to time
these different troops should
train ier and should be
well- organised under a good

forces

dents of

row point of view. | do not find

any justification vis-a-vis' the
broader interest of the nation.

Be that as it may. even if there
is an clemental gain. political
parties must not rest on the
shoulder of the students.
We all talk of

and there is no disagreement
regarding that in our country.
In that ecase, why cannot there
be a referendum on the stu-
dents' _S:hﬂcl in its present
form? re should be held a
referendum among the stu-
and universi-
ties and also among their

guardians. There is no reason

the fate of these people

will be played upon by others.

Let them have an opportunity
to give their verdict and take
ﬁcﬂ responsibility of their own

Dr M Aminul Islam is Associate
Professor, Department of

some times at an early stage of or maimed for life. Even if I consider from a nar- = Physics, Rajshahi University.

command structure.

‘Then there is at least an
instrument financed by the
nations and of which these
states know it can be applied
against them,' said de Waart,
putting the size of that force at
20,000 to 25,000 military men
and women.

'‘But,’ said de Waart, 'if you
want an effective organisation
it needs financial and other
support. That has never hap-
pened.’

De Waart refers to the UN's

annual budget of $2 billion,
which he

says is far too lim-
ited. The situation is aggra-

vated, he said, by the fatlure of

countries like the US to pay all
their contribution. 'You cannot
organise the world five cent,
he said.-Third World Network
Features /IPS

Tjiske Lingsma is a corre-
spondent for Inter Press

¢ Service, with whose permis-

sion this article (s reprinted.

sumerism. This has led us away
from a life of simplicity, clean
living and mental peace, to
that of an unbridled lust for
showy things. We must have
those 'gadgets’ which the
others have, by means fair or
foul, and it is often the latter.
This is a situation, which con-
cerns all of us.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Dhanmandi R/A Dhaka

Father Timm replies

Sir, Ms Quader in her letter
of 1 October in The Daily Star
refers to my application (under
three regimes) for citizenship.

its people and wanted to share
my life with them until the
end of my life. :

Ms Quader sensibly re-
marks: ‘It is in the best of
Bangladeshi traditions to look
for precedents.” One prece-
dent is India, where over B0O
foreign missionaries have been
granted citizenship. [Just twe
months ago an American Jesuit
who worked in India for 40
yegrs was given citizenship.)

An even better precedent is
Indonesia (the world's largest
Muslim nation), where every
foreign missionary has the op-
tion of citizenship after five
years' work in the country.

never worked in a "mission”. |
have always been a social
worker (in education, disaster
relief, development and human
rights). Furthermore the
Second Vatican Council stated
that every Christian is a mis-
sionary by nature, so | am no
different than Christian
Bangladeshi citizens in this re-

gard.

Father Timm
Justice and Peace Commission

'Importance of
Armed Forces'

Sir, The Indian journalist,
and your columnist, Mr. Kuldip

of armed forces' in Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
political government he
claimed that there were five
retired lHeutenant generals in
her cabinet. He wrote, "but five
of her cabinet ministers are
retired lieutenant generals.
Her kitchen cabinet has a few
more.” Mr Kuldip Nayar. |
submit, is factually wrong.
Indeed, there is no
general, retired or active, in
Begum Zia's cabinet.

There are five retired mili-
tary officers in the present
Bangladesh cabinet and they
are a major general, brigadier,
a colonel, a lleutenant colonel

tenant -

‘and Lieutenant Ge
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tor, where our society has She asks how | look at . Finally in rely to Ms  Nayar wrote from New Delhi and a majo
moved into. We are trying to Bangladeshis. Obviously, I Quader's comment that | will on last September 1 on his re- four had joined the Bangladesh
beat one another, in our mad Wwould not ask for citizenship always be a missionary —inmy cent visit to Bangladesh. Nationalist Party (BNP) many,
rush towards super con- unless | loved the country and 40 years in h'T have  Writing about the 'importance years ago and each had suf-

fered imprisonment in the
hands of the Ershad regime for
their political activities or po-
sitions. | de not know who are
the members of Begum Zia's
kitchen cabinet, if there is

one, but | can say that out of
the three Bangladeshi retired
lfeutenant generals who are
All o

one Mir Shawkat
is in BNP. Of the rest two,

Lieutenant General Ershad,

who heads the Jatiya Party. is

now serving time in .
Atiq is
living a quiet life.

Ataus Samad

Nayapaltan, Dhaka



