first time Into the country.
"We are one of the regu

failure (with this particular
consignment) it was a collec-
tive one.”

Meanwhile. the Environ-
ment and Forest Mindstry has
sent a summary on the pur
chase and distribution of toxic
fertiizer, to the Prime Mi
nister' s Office pro va
MOUS Measures mrmhu legal
actions against the suppliers
and dentfying the actual areas
of distribution.

Despite a very timely warn-
ing. well before the said con-

nt reached Chitiagong

Port. from the US embaassy
quoting the US environmental
Eo&cﬂun agency that it may
contaminated. BADC how-
ever went on to distribute
1113 tonnes of the toxic fertil-
wer before deciding to stop it

Of the remaining stock.
1.717 tonnes of the toxic fer-
tiltzer is being stored at
BADC's Shirtmoni godown in
Khulna while 267 tonnes re-
main in Chittagong and the
rest scattered in a number ol
distribution points around the
country, according to corpora-
tlon sources.

The BADC authorities seem
to be some what unaware about
the exact locations where the
fertilizer may have been used.

It was mainly distributed in
the porthern and southern
parts of the country.

A Department of Environ-
ment source pajnted out that
when the BADC was asked
about the possible arcas of
distribution, the corporation
could only provide a list of
thanas where the toxic fertil-
tzer may have been distributed
but could not pinpoint the ex-
acl locations.

BADC, meanwhile, sent ad-
dittonal s for testing at
the Bangladesh Council for
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. the Rajshahi University
and the Dhaka University.

The
Bangladesh Agricultural Rese-
arch Institute (BARI) to find
out the long-term eflects on

crop and land due w0 the use of -

the toxic fertilizer and whe-
ther the “effects could be
transferred 10 humans through
the consumption of food prod-
ucts.

BADC had placed the order
lo procure about 6,000 tonnes
of zinc fertilizer at a cost of
298 US dollars per tonne dur-
ing the later part of 1991. The
first consignment arrived the
same year and was distributed.
The manufacturer was listed as
US-based Stoller Inc.

The corporation acceptled
the first consignment despite
varfous irregularities being
detected and the BADC even
lodged a claim of 1.69 lakh US
dollars. on account of shortage
in weight, excess molsture

2 killed, 15 hurt
in road mishaps
By DMCH Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed and 15 others injured
in three scparate road acci-
derts In the city last two days.

A pedestrian was killed
when a speeding truck ran
over him at Daintk Bangla
Crossing at about 4:00 pm
yesterday (Tuesday).

The victim was not immedi-
ately Mentified. He was about
40. He was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where he succumbed
0 his injuries at about 6:40 pm
on the same day.

Police sent the body to the
DMCH morgue lor autopsy.

In another road accident at
least 15 persons were injured
when a speeding truck over-
wrned at Aminbazar at about
1:30 am yesterday (Tuesday).

Among the victims, two
were admitted o the DMCH.

are Satter (30) and
Badsha (30). Other injured
were admitted o a local clinde.

A housemaid died on the
spot when a running tempo
knoc-ked her down  near
Mirpur police box at about
6:00 pm Monday.

The victim was identified as
;—I'-' Barmu and she was about

Police sent the body to the

Embassy from the ship M V
Viswa Prafulla docked at the
:T‘mw of Chittagong
BADC sent the samples for
chemical analysis at the
Bangladesh Agricultural Rese-
arch Institute (BARI and to

the Bangladesh Atomic Energy

Commisston{BAEC), the results

of which were given during
same month. Both tests con-
firmed the presence of lead
and cadmium in the samples.

BARI noted that the gquan-
tum of these substances found
in the samples were not toxic
for plants and would not have
any adverse effect on the envi-
ronment. L

The Ministry ol ‘ulture.
meanwhile, allowed BADC to
release the consignment and
distribute it based on the rec-
ommendations of BARIL

However, in April. the US
Embassy subsequently con
firmed Jnl tests on the sam-

should high levels of toxic
and cadmium which far
above US regulatory limits.

BADC finally swp fur-
ther distribution ol toxic
fertilizer following confirma-
tion from the US Embassy.

Earlier this year, a US fed-
eral grand jury indicted four
US companies on charges of
conspiring to dispose of haz-
ardous waste by converting it
into fertilizer and shipping it
o .

According to the June 24
issue of Chemicalweek. the in-
dictment charged that
Stoller's plant in Jericho,
South Carvlina purchased
1,000 tonnes ol contaminated
copper-recycler exhaust dust
from Hy-tex of Houston, Texas.
which it processed — without a
permit — to make a zinc mi-
cronutrient containing lead
and cadmium to be mixed with
fertilizer.

The defendants in the case
include Gaston Copper Recy
clirtg of Gaston, South Carolina
and its parent company
Southwire Corp of Caroliton.
Georgia, which paid Hy-tex
process the dust

The individuals indicated in
the case were the President of
Hy-tex, the Hazardous Waste
Manager of Southwire and the
Plant Manager of Stoller.

The Plant Manager is al-
leged to have recetved 50.000
US dollars from Hy-tex as a
commission for. the sale lo
Stoller. He faces a maximum
20 prison term and a 1.75
million US dollar jne while
the two other accused face
seven-year terms and 500,000
US dollars in fines. the
Chemicalweek report noted.

Stoller is currently under-
going liquidation proccedings
under the US Chapter 7 Bank-
ruptecy Act filed in March. The
Jericho Plant has been closed

since February.

Muggers stab

peasant in city

By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers stabbed a peasant
Abu Osman and snatched Taka
one thousand at Tejgaon Tues-

When Osman was going to
Gulistan Bus Terminal from his
ncphew's residence at Nakhal-
para. he was waylaid by four
muggers near Tejgaon rail
crossing at 6:00 am yesterday
(Tuesday). .

The muggers stabbed Os-
man on his abdomen and left
hand.

Osman was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) with multiple
stab injuries.

Hasina
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people by Improving
economic condition.

The post-independence
Awami League government had
undertaken massive pro-

s in the health sector,
she said. One medical college.
266 thana hospitals. four me-
dical schools and 19 nursing
schools were set up.

Besides, Hasina said, the
Awami League government had
set up adequate medical cen-
tres in rural areas and ar-
ranged emergency drugs for
treatment of poor villagers.

Earlier, Dr Harls and Dr
kn‘!u ta underscored the
nec

the government
NATAB,
working for tuberculosis con-
trol, for combatung the killer
discase

their

and the

N L .

also sought coopera-
tion from the opposition
leader in this regard, which
was assured, party sources

r joint programme of

nattonal assoclation

The image of goddes= Durga being immersed in the river Buriganga at Waizghat yexterday

- Star photo

Bijoya Dashami
celebrated

Puja. the biggest reli-

glous stival of the Hindu

community. ended in Dhaka as
clsewhere in the country

programime

at the Dhakeshwari Temple

premises.
President

city thronged the Dhakeshwari
Temple compound with the
images of Goddess Durga in
colourful processions in the
afternoon.

A big procession called
Bijoya tra’ with the
images of Goddess Durga was
brought out from the temple
premises. The procession
ended at the Dashamighat
(Wizeghat) where the Images
were immersed with due rell
gous fervour and solemnity

Mcanwhile. Jativa Puja
Udjupan Commitiee President
K 13 Roy Chowdhury and Gene-
ral Secretary Swapan Khmar
Saha, In a joint statement,
conveyed Bijoya Shubechcha’
(Greetings) to the countrymen

KYO. Oct 6: Japan proud
to be the world's bigigest aid
donor. warned Momday it
might suspend its economic
assistance to developimg coun-
tries where democrmcy and
human rights are stiffled and
military might is excessive,
reports AFP.

In an annual paper on its
aid policy. the government
said Japan teok over firom the
United States again in 1991 as
the world's biggest giwer of of-
fictal economic atd to dewvelop-
ing countries afler onc ycar as
number two.

's such aid, kknown as
Official Develmpment
Assistance [ODA). rose from
9.22 billlon deollars in 1990 w

| 11.03 billion dollars #n 199)

while that of the United Stales
slum from 10.17 billion
dollars to 9.64 billion dollars.
A summary of the paper
said Japan had set down prin-
ciples of its ODA “drawing
upon the bitter experience of
the international community
having allowed Iraq to become
a regional military powrer.”
According to the guidelines,
Japan will pay "full attention”
to trends in the reécipient
_country in such areas as mili-
tary expenditure, development
and production of muass-de-
struction weapons, trade in
weapons, democratic mnd eco-
nomic reforms. and human

eTapan links

rights.

“Japan will review iis aid
policy when serfous cases oc-
cur” in recipient countries, the
document said.

It eited such examples as
“profound reversals of a de
mocratization process, grave
vielattons of human rights,
continuous and excessive mili-
tary spending and other trends
which cannot obviously over-
looked by Japan and the in-
ternational commumnity.”

The document said
"demarches” of Japan and the
international community had
help correct serious situations
in Indonesia, Thailand and
Peru “without reconsidering
Japan's aid policy.”

It cited killings by trueps ol
civilans in East Timeor in

November and in Bangkok in
May and cmergency measures
by Peruvian President Alberwo
Fujimort in April.

On the other hand, Japan
has suspended new aid 1 Haitl
following a miltary coup in
October last year and to
Myanmar since the military
took over in 1988, the docu-

ment said. It has also refused
aid to Kenya and Malawi for
their “disappointing political
performances.”

But a Fo Ministry offi-
cial. charged with dealing
with aid questions pointed to
the difficulty in obtaining reli-

Third World aid
to democracy, human rights

able information on military
expenditures and determining

the relationship between
cconomic ald and defence
spending.

Japan may have to recon-
sider its aid I there s “widely
excessive military spending” in
recipient countries. “In that
casc first, we will convey our
concern,” he said.

The newspaper Sankel has
reported Japan would shift the
emphasis of its aid w China
from tnfrastructure to living
condittons amid fears that
railways, ports and other la-
cilities built in China with.
massive Japancse aid might be
used for military purposes.

Indonesia remaincd the lop
recipient of n's ODA in
1991, taking 1.07 billion dol-
lars followed by India (891
million doliars)] Egypt (620
million dollars) China (585
million dollars) and the
Philippines (459 million dol-
lars). Japan is the biggest ODA
giver for 28 countries, the
document said.

By region, Asia’'s share of
Japan's ODA dropped from
59.3 per cent in 1990 to 51.0
per cent in 1991 while the
sharc for the Middle East

. jumped from 10.2 per cent to

20.4 per cenL
Africa accounted for 10.3

per cent and Latin America 9.5
per cent.

HBFC 1s a shambles

‘Faulty

Defaulting borrowess have

sed the smooth function-

ing of the Bangladesh. House

Building Finance Corporation
(BHBFC)

“Faulty” rules and a section
of its “corrupt” employeces
have also been instrurmental in
making the borrowers ‘defaul-
ters..

Speakers including & minis-
ter made this comment at a
seminar on World Hablitat Day
at the auditgrium of United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC) Tuesday.

The HBFC had lemt Taka
1,488 crore until June 1992 of
which only 21 per cent was
recovered.

On the other hand., 90 per
cent of the borrowers did not
understand the interesa count-
ing system of the corporation,
the speakers pointed oul
adding that the borrowers had
to pay what the HEFC de-
manded.

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia was the chief
guest at the seminar which
was addressed by Resident
Representative of UNIOP Putu
Kamayana. Prof Moinuddin
Khan of the Dhaka Undversity.,
Accounting Departmemt. Anil
Chandra Das, Directosr, Town
Development Directorate,
Shajahan of the DU, Finance
Department, Ferdous Ahmed
Koreshi, Editor, Deshbangla, A

DMCH morgue for autopsy. S M Fakrul Ahsan, former
~=1 Deputy Governor of Bamgladesh
Editor : 8. M. Ali e Bengiadeoh Pooplr's
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DHAKA

Fazlul Huq, Secretary of the
Housing Loan Borrowemrs’' Asso-
ciation presented the keynote

pers at the seminar chaired

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury. :

The HBFC, the lendling cor-
I tion in the housing sector

rrowed the money from the

Dr.

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Bank and other
commercial banks but poor re-
covery has made this corpora-
tion almost paralysed.

The HBFC case dominatcd
the seminar as the Housing
Loan Borrowers Association
was one of the organisers with
the le's rights council.

ree speakers pointed out
that because of its faulty lend-
ing rules, the HBFC provided
half of the total required loan
but the borrower was charged
with a lump-sum interest just
after completion of his house
which was im ble for him
to pay thus making himsclf a
defaulter.

One speaker saild that a
housing policy should be
evolved considering the 11
crore population of the coun-
.

Monsoons
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Indonesia and Australia.

Pecarce, who Is among emi-
nent scientists and meteorol-
ogists attending a reglonal
workshop here on the mon-
soon effect in Asia and Africa.
sald the breakthrough camec
after scientists established a
strong link between the mon-
soons and the El Nino effect
on temperature in the Pactfie
Ocean.

El Nino is the name given
lo a lemperature variation over
a period of about four years in
the Pacific Ocean strongly al-
fecting world weather pat-
terns, particularly in the trop-
jcs, said Pearce. a member of
the steering committee for
monsoons under WOM's
Commission for Atmospheric
Scicnces.

The WMO, A United Nations
agency. is coordinating a global
programme to unravel the El
Nino mystery.

rules have done it’

Another speaker said that
in the last 20 years the hous-
ing nceds had increased by
350 per cent and {f the situa-
tion was not checked Dhaka
city would become the world's
largest “slum city”.

The Works Minister said
that developed countries as
well as donors did not con-

. stder the housing scctor as’'a

development secctor. the
country did not get any foreign
grants for this sector.

But from now on the gov-
ernment would consider it a
major sector and try to sanc-
tion a considerable amount of
moncy for its. He said that the
preparation of a new housing
policy was u :

Kamayana said that although
there was no in which the
bulk of shelter delivery pro-
gramme could be funded
through international grants,
the UN agencies could help
improve the efficiency of the
various components of the
government shelter strategy.

Country passing
thru' a dark
period : Mizan

MYMENSINGH, Oct .6:
Jatiya Party acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
today accused the rnment
of its failure to curb terrorism
and check lawlessness. reports
UNB.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Baromari High Schoel in
Gouripur Mizan said the coun-
try is passing through "a dark
perfod” and this anarchic situ-
ation cannotl be allowed o con-
tinue.

The meeting was arranged
as part of campaign for
October 18 by-election In
Maymensingh-3 constituency

| services 1in

|

Fall in water level
irajganj-Bhuapur
ferry services

face difficulties

SIRAJOANJ, Oct 6: Ferry
services between Sirajgan) and
Bhuapur continued with diffi-
culties for fall in water level In
the Jamuna, officials said here
today. reports UND.

Ferrying buses and trucks
in different routes connecting
capital Dhaka with northern
districts has been threatened

by quick loss of navigability of
the r river, but not yet

s . they said.
Many shoals have reap-
in the river channels
because of fall in the water
level no sooner had the mon-
soon drawn o a close.
Earlier reports said ferry
the Sirajgan)-

Bhuapur route had utnp:ped

and resumption on

shifiing of the terminal from
to Nalchar.

said the water level

in the river was today

recorded 5 feet 3 inches. Ferry

needs at lcast 5 feet water o

ply. .
Disruption of ferry services

will cause a serious foad trans-

portation crisis as privale

coaches on the Dhaka-Rajshahi
highway now run via Bhuapur
because of unending dispute

among lransport owners of
Rajshahi. Pabna and Dhaka.

Communications - Ministry
authorities have tried a nego-
tiated solution to the brawl.
but the problem yet dragged
on. thousands of pas-
sengers hostage. UNB Rajshahi
correspondent said.

Journey along the diverted
route via Bhuapur takes several
hours of additional time. be-
sides other hardships.

Nobel Literature
Prize tomorrow -

STOCKHOLM, Oct 6: The
1992 Nobel Literature Prize
will be announced on Thurs-
day, October 8, the Swedish
Academy of Letters announced
today, reports Reuter.

The Literature Award is the
first of six Nobel Prizes to be
announced in October. The
others are physiology or
medicine on October 12, eco-
nomics October 13, physics
and chemistry both October

14, and peace on October 16.

Israeli plane
crash toll may

exceed 250

AMSTERDAM. Oct 6:
Search crews started a full-
scale hunt for bodies Tuesday
after stabilizing a 10-storey
apartment building that was
sliced in two by an' Isracli
jumbo jet, reports AP.

Officials feared the death
toll from the Sunday evening
cragh of an El Al cargo plane
could exceed 250, most of
them residents of the low-in-
come housing project. That
would make it the worst plane
crash in terms of casualties on
the ground.

Only 14 bodies had been
recovered from the mountain
of rubble by Tuesday moming,

Authorities also were look-
ing for the Boeing 747's flight
data recorder, which could
explain the plane lost two
engines after taking off from
Schiphol Airport. It crashed as
the pilot tried vainly to return
for a landing.
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WNSC considers trial for

Y'slav war criminals

UNITEED NATIONS, Oct 6: After months of rumoured mas-
sacres, ~ cthnic cleansing ™ and unspeakable crimes

etvillans. the UN
for war

Counctl i1s considering
criminals in former Yugoslavia. On Tuesday. the

Counctl takes up a resolution would set up a commission of
lawyers ®mo evaluate evidence for possible trials. Borrowing a
page fresm the history of prosecution of Nazis. the UN
Security Council is considering a Nuremberg-like process for
those suaspected of committing atrocities or other crimes

against lmumanity. reports AP

Next G-7 summit in Tokyo

TOKYSD. Oct 6: The next Group of Seven summit will take
place in "Tokyo in the second week of July and last three days,

Foreign Ministry spokesman Michio Watanabe said

today. It is

likely theat Russian President Boris Yeltsin will be trwvited, as
he was ten the last G7 summit in Munich. but a final decision

will hings

on consultattions between G7 members and on de-

velopmermts in Russia, he said. Leaders of the G7 nations —

Britain. Canada. France, Germany, haly Japan and the United
States — previously met in Tokyo in 1979 and 1986, reports

AFP
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25-30 per cent lower rales
than that of a private sector
company .

There iss also a strong view
that pawments by the
Departmemt of Films and
Publicatioms for the govern-
ment advesrtisements should
be more expeditiously handled.

Accordieng to la circles,
decentralissation of the public
seclor advertisement would
certainly Fuelp in rationalising
| the presena system.

Under tthe proposed decen-
tralisationn each government
agency, auslonomous corpora-
tion and eationalised financial
institutionss would be respon-
sible for pdlanning its own ad-
vertisemensts and making nec-
essary nis from its own
allocated fumands.

he newwsprint price at the
counltry, koramie Phl"ll, the Khulna
Newsprine Mills, was iIn-
creased twrice during the last
three montths alone.

Banglawdesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC),
the parenst company of the
plant, increased the price per
tonne fromm Taka 18,000 to
Taka 18,860 in July and again
increased mt to Taka 19,880 in
September .

Corpormtion officials said
that the price hike was
“unavoidabsle” due to the in-
crease in the tarifl value of
chemicals wused in the MJ
price of wwood al extraction
point and aan ‘trrationally’ high
price for fusrnace ofl.

These fsactors. they added.
contributec® in the escalation of
the producttion cost at the mill
to Taka 25,000. They argued
that the rastionalisation the
furnace oil price and reducing
the tariff wvalue on certain
chemicals smlone will enable the
mill to cut dewn' the produec-
tion cost sambstantially.

Howevew, newspaper e¢x-
ecutives pwoint out that the
production costs at the mill 1s
comparatiwely higher than
those in mmost neighbouring
counines.

It is allleged that excess
manpower . mismanagcment
and corrupation in the mill have
significantly contributed to the
escalation ef production costs.

Newsprimt dealers and car-
riers also «omplain that they

Govt-Shantibahini
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has left tEhousands of people

killed, sour-ces said.
The ment had earlier

with Shan®ibahini Septem
12 but it wwas deferred as the
tribal rebwels opted for a
preparator-y talk with the
Liaison Commmittee in addition
to plai:ir% some fresh condi-
tions before sitting with the
Parliamentsary Committee.
During Ershad's rule, six
rounds of zalks were held be-
tween secuarity officials and
representatives of the
Shantibahimi on different oc-
casions am Pujgao area of
chhaari district but all of
them endecd inconclusively be-
cause of some Shantibahini
demands mhat infringed the
sovereignly and Constitution of

1 the country -

Mugg ings down
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Minister weere robbed of their
gold ornameents at gun-point at
Bhutergoli and ilgaon re-
spectively wwithin a span of 156

| minutes Se=ptember 16. Police

were yet to» make any arrests
in this conmection.

Four yomung girls and four
housewivess reportedly com-
mitted suicide in separate in-
cidents in the city during the
month. But: police were yet to
find out thes actual reasons be-
hind these =leaths.

in road accidents in the
city. 32 pewple, including Dr
Nurun Naibi, a director of
General Pharmaceuticals
Limited, we-re killed and about
200 injuresd during the last
month.

Of the others five people
were found mystertously dead
in separates incidents in the
| eity in Sepmember.

planned tm hold a dtaiu%:;_

Newsprint price

even have to pay tolls to re-
lease their consignments from
the mill.

Newspaper industry circles
have for a two
moratorium on all newsprint
prices to allow newspapers to
reach a break-even point

Some newspaper executives
are also asking for lifting of the
ban on Import of newsprint
saying i a rational’ import levy
is then the price may
be cheaper than the local
price.

Observers feel that a com-

investigation into the af-

rs. of the country’'s lone
news plant should be
conducted immediately and
steps should also be taken to
ascertain future newsprint re-
quirements and ensure supply.

Otherwise. they added. not

only the newspaper industry
would suffer but the entire

publication sector, especially
the text-book publishing in-
dustry, would soon face a se-

vere sctbhack.

JCD
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politics of production, she
said

She called upon the JCD
members to strengthen the
hands of the present demo-
cratic government by
;Pyd“tmm activities unit-

The Prime Minister said
the quarters which had be-
come frustrated seeing the de-
velopment of the couniry un-
der the leadership of the BNP

government were resorting to
destructive activities.

Begum Zia firmly said the
government would not give
shelter to the terrorists.
would be dealt with severely

who ever they might be.
Dwelling on the local prob-
lems qf Feni district, the

Prime Minister said that all
problems would be solved

gradually on a priority basis.

SAARC
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ple of Bangladesh.

During the officigl talks the
leaders of the two aides
briefed each other about the
on-going efforts of their re-
spective governments for eco-
nomic development and wel-
fare of the people.

While emphasising the need
for greater cooperation among
the South Asfan countries, the
two leaders lauded the positive
role of SAARC in promoting
such cooperation in keeping
with the hopes and as
of the people of the region.
They agreed that as SAARC
enters a new phase, the forth-
coming seventh summit at
Dhaka in December this year
should further intensify SAARC
activities in the more substan-
lial areas of economic coopera-
tion. ;

(Remaining part on Page 2)
Hearty send-off
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ties of the forum since its 6th
summit in Colombo last year.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed expansion of bilateral
relations. particularly in the
field of trade and economy.

They exchanged views on
international 1ssues on com-
mon concern.

During his stay here, Pre-
madasa also called on Pre-
sident Abdur Rahman Biswas
and discussed SAARC affairs.

Meanwhile, SAARC Chair-
man President Premadasa who
has travelled five south Asian
countries including Bangladesh
is scheduled to visit Maldives
on October 10.

AFP from Colombo adds:
Premadasa returned home to-
day after concluding the sec-
ond leg of his tour of three
South Asian capitals as chair-

man of a regional grouping, of-

fictals said. ‘

Tight security marked Pre-
madasa’s arrival at Colombo's
Katunayake International

Atrport, with large numbers of

armed police deployed along
the route from the airport.



