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Interrelation between Poverty and Environment | Wildlife Trade Goes Underground

been estimated that most of

oul the ability of
future generations to meet
thetr own needs”. Putting ft

t talks about envi-
ronmental sustainability.

If we look into the poverty-
environment linkage, we
would find a two way relation-
ship, since economic growth
is accompanied by environ-
mental degradation. Urbaniza-
tion, industrialization and
modernization of life style
inextricably linked up with

by Fahmida Akter

do all these negative impacts
bear,

try to preserve their re-
sources — both natural and ma-
terial. Studies in some Alrican
countries show that the poor
families do not sell trees even
in their financial strains.

other than in crowded squat-
ter settiements and suffer
from all kinds of pollution.
Thus, ‘c:uny is both cause
and effect of environmental
degradation which calls for
economic development.

Many people argue that
since the question of survival-
ity is important to the poor
then why do we bother for the
environment. Investmeni in
the interest of protecting the
environment might appear to
htr;mhy cause to the
ric countries bul a wastage
to the developing countries.
But the fact is that there is no

Reduction of pollution is a compelling reason for economic development. Industrial

growth and other economic activities in the developing countries, even if they

do not

take pollution control measures, can reduce poverty and, as such, reduce what is
termed as poverty-related pollution.

environmental polluttion. Ur-
banization means — scrap-
ers, vehicles and modern
amenities — in other words,
Pollution

L.
lm'r':- whatever implications

On the other hand, this act
cannot be overruled that Lhe
poor depends more on natural
resources and, therefore, to
some extend are responsible
for exhausting natural re-
sources. Overuse ol land de-
g:u:- soil fertility, cutling

for money ol fuel cre-
ates environmental imbalance
and emits carbon which helps
in global waming in the long
run, killing animals can create
biodiversity problem.

Poor families tend to have
more children and cannot af-
ford to live in a decent place

conflict between poverty alle-
viation and environmental Im-
provement.

Reduction of pollution is a
compelling reason for eco-
nomic development. Industrial
growth and other economic
activities in the developing
countries, even f they do not
take pollution control mea-
sures, can reduce poverty and,
as such, reduce what is termed
as -related pollution.

ommeric. activities, taiking
into consideration environ-
mental tssues help the poor in
several ways. Construction of

houses for the slum dwellers,
infrastructure for water supply
and santtation, aflforestation
rojects o maintain natural
nce, windbreaks to slow
sofl erosion, construction of
embankment to control flood
will create employment oppor -
tunities along with the assur-
ance of a less polluted envi-
ronment.

A cleaner environment

improves health and thus, in- |

creases human productivity.
Economic development at a
certain stage may pollute the
environment. - However, it is
not the economic development
itscil but the type of develop-
ment which has to be blamed
for pollution and degradation.
Over-consumption in the
West is responsible for exhaus-
tion of non-renewable re-
sources arid starvation of mil-
llons of people all over the
world. Thus the question of
equitability — both intra-gen-
crational and inter .
tional — comes along with the
concept of sustainability.
Poverty alleviation as well as
environmental improvement
would be a half-hearted initia-
tve if the fssue of sustainabil-

ity and equitability is ignored.

The writer (s a Research
Associate at BIDS, Cur-
rently a PhD student on
Environmental Economics

at the Univers Col
ity College

Cultural Tourism Threatens World
Heritage Sites

way
S , polluted bea-
ches, AIDS and the threat of

skin cancer are pushing
tourists to seck exotic, ad-
venturous vacations elsewhere.

The answer, according to
many, is cultural tourism.

To just as many others
though, the idea is an anath-
ema; a trend that will lay waste
to the world's cultural and nat-
ural heritage. '

Already such sites as the
Ming Tombs in China, the
Lascaux Caves in France and
Stonche in the United
Ki been closed off
to public because of the
danger posed by massive num-
bers of tourists. In the
Galapagos Islands in Ecuador
increasing numbers of tourists
arc threatening vegetlalion and
wilditfe, while their power-

boats are palluting surrounding
walers.

The lure of easy and plenti-
ful tourist dollars is difficult to
resist for many countries.
Their most frequent reaction
is to construct hotels, roads
and other facilities to keep in-
creasing numbers of holiday-
makers coming in.

The consequences on the
sile that attracts these visitors
in the first place have only re-
cently started attracting the
attention of national authori-
tes,

Sri Lanka's Tourist Board,
for instance, wants to bring in
one milion tourists a
up from the present 400,000
using the spectacular
Buddhist complex of cities and
monuments known as the
Cultural Triangle as a major
drawcard.

However, Ashley de Vos,
conservation director and au-

‘Eco-Democracy' Campai_gn Links Street-Children |

HE fate of street-chil-
I dren in poor countrics
is fdentical with the
fate of arctic seals and with
falling trees in the Amazon
jungle, says Brazillan cam-
paigner Herbert Jose' de
Souza, “because they are all
victims of the same process.”
~ The 56-year-old
derground leader is fighting
that process through “eco-
democ ", a concepl that
links environmental

n movement, whose dil-
have been polarised

by their respective approachcs
to next year's United Nations
Conference on Environment

15

..

thor of the new 10-year tourist
master plan being drawn up
for the government, believes
any more than 700,000 people
annually "would threaten t
island’'s heritage and charm.”

Indonesia’s Borobodur sicp
pyramid in now pulling two
million visitors annually, up
from 300,000 in 1982.

by Sue Williams

The Convention takes the
view that, since the listed
ﬂmpl:rly constilutes a world
critage, responsibility for its
protection falls not only to the
countries to which it
“belongs,” but also to the in-
ternational community whosc
duty it is to help these coun-
tries in case of nced.: The

think it's time that the World
Heritage Convention be
brought up-to-date.

The World Herilage
Convention cclebrates its 20th
anniversary this year. "It pro-
vides Lthe occasion lor an as-
sessment, says Michael
Batisse, former Assistanl
Director-Gencral of UNESCO

for oil in a national

Hundreds of tourist buses
arrive daily, choking access
routes and aggravating polhu-
tion on the stic.

The air conditioning in
these buses requires that they
be leht id while waiting for
their load of tourists, and their

‘thick exhaust fumes had begun

to damage the care-
fully restored stones ol the
pyramid. The vehicles arc now
kept at a distance by a bulflcr
zone around the site.

The Borobodur pyramid is
part of the UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation's (UNESCO)
World Herit Convenlion
which stales tl#‘:lai. cultural or
natural heritagc of outstanding
interest need to be preserved
for humanity as a whole.

The World licritage List in-
cludes 260 cultural, 84 natural
and 14 cultural/natural sites in
81 countries. Some examples:
the Taj Mahal and the

Island, the centre of
Rome and Mount Kilmanjaro.

Convention exerts its authorit
on both cultural and natura

The Convention has already
notched up numerous suc-
cesses. In Australia, for exam-

le, the Federal Government

locked attempts by the
Tasmanian State Government
in the early 80s to build a ma-
jor hydroclectric dam in the
magnilicent Franklin River
wildcrness arca, using its obli-
gations under the Convention
as the basis of its legal argu-
ment.

On another occasion, the
Convention was used to per-
suade Egyptian authoritics not
to build a holiday village ncxt
to the pyramids.

But the Convention also has
it limits. "Monuments arc
blown up in civil conflicts,,
there are no funds for conscr-
vation work and no policy
guidelines for governments or
professional bodies,” says
Italy’'s ambassador to UNESCO,
Michaelangelo Jacobucci. "We'

and Arctic Seals
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HERBERT JOSE DE SOUZA:

[Eco-democracy’

and Develepment fn Rio dc
Janeiro.

But now eco-democracy is
catching on, and might even

u:f Brtll;: . .

platform n non-gov-
ernment ns (NGOs)
at the w unofficial meeting
which run parallel with
the UN conference.

Prominent among thosc
NGOs is the Brazilian Institute
for Social and Economic Anal-
ysis (IBASE), which Souza
founded a decade ago alter re-
tu from eight years of ex-
fle in Chile, Panama, Mexico,
Peru and Cuba.

The global debate about de-
velopment, he says, is now tied

to the environment fssuc. The
problcm is that socialisis and
soclal-democrats arguc Lhat
capilalist growth leads to con-
centration of wealth in a few
hands and to social imbalance,
but they lack solutions for the
problems posed by environ-
mental degradation.

On the other side, the
greens have concrete propos-
als but lack a clear social plat-
form. -

"The solution is to mix
both, to create a new human
ethic. The ecological concept
could be a starting point for
the re-evaluation of ideas about
development, and the demo-
cralic idea needs to be applied

"cance? Is it a ca

for Scicnce and today an ad-
viscr on cnvironment. He was

“dircctly involved in the prepa-

ration and implementation of
the Convention. ,

"What is its rcal signili-
: of sites
that tourists feel they ought to
visit or is it a list of sites in
need of active protections?

“llow far can the
Convention force governments
lo protect sites on the list? Is
it possible to prohibit mining
or drilling for oil in a national
park in a poor country, or to

tect a landscape if it has

rtile soil underneath?”

Mr DBatisse concedes Lhe
Convention in working. Somc
123 countrics are party to Lhe
Convention and are continuing
to propose the inclusion of
new sites. "Though they arc of-
ten templed to look to the ad-
vantages ol being listed rather
than to the obligations, all of
them are striving to follow the
recommendations and mect
the demands miade on them by

not only to human relations but
to dealing with Nature,

For example, he says, much
environmental destruction is
due to undemocratic use. of
natural resources by govern-
ments and corporations.

It also stems [rom the view
that the environment is a raw
maicrial to be cxploited — an
ideca, he stresscs, which must

be buriced.
e believes they must work

together if they are to survive,
and his cllorts to achieve unity
through eco-democracy have
won him a place on the UN
Environment Programmce's
"Global 500" roll of honour.,
“All my life | have been try-
ing to change the meaning of

the word impossiblc”, he snFr:. '

"and so far | have su

He was born with hacmo-

philia and was subsequently
contaminated with the HIV
virus, which lcads to AIDS, by
an infected blood transfusion.

His two brothers wete also
infected through the same
route and died two ycars ago
after much pain.

"I have n lving side by
side with death since 1 was a
child,” he says. "The idea that
today could be my last day does

not hurt me anymore.”
He has been marricd (wice,

and has two non-hacmophiliac
sons. A sociologist, he s presi-
dent of the Brazilian Interdis-
ciplinary Association for AIDS
‘Studics, and Ombudsman for
the city of Rio,

"Instead ol giving up hope, |

‘decided, a long time ago, to

consider all my remaining liv-
ing days as a sort of grace pe-
riod, an extra time to do what-
ever | can”. /PANOS

the Convention.” ,

“We need new ideas and
concepts Lhat reconcile
lourism and conscrvation with
the need for sustainable devel-
opment,” says Abdel Brahim
Errahmant, head of
PATRICOM, an experimental
action group cstablished by
UNESCO to study the devel-
opment ol heritage siles.

Buffer Zones, advance
rescrvations, a change in
school curricula so thal bus-
loads of students do not arrive
on busy days, inne¢r rescrves
which are oll limits to tourisis
and height regulations for ho-
lcls are some of the ideas be-
ing tried with varying success
al heritage siles around the
1\.':1[’!(1.

‘It is also important to give
lourisis a scnse of awareness
and involvement about the site

“ ey arc visiting,” says Brdhing

Errahmant.

At Borobeodur, tourists take
batik courses and participate
in handicraflt work-shops in

. pollery or bamboo work, as an

intraduction to Indoncsia's
culture and traditions. Visilors
lo Australia's Kakadu National
Park take part in courscs on
"bush fooed™ and survival in the
outback.

This “contact” is considerced
imperative. “lHeritage is now a
product for Consumption,” says
Malaysian Adi Taha, "and [ it is
consumed by someone who
docsn't understand the culture
it will have a negalive impact.”

— Depthnews Asia
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N the old days, tourists

could wander inte the

- downtown 'wet’ markect

is southern Philippine city

and buy a fascinating array of

colourful wild btrds — hanging

parakects, cockatoos and talk-
ing mynahs.

These days, the stalls arc
barc. But the conservationists
are nol exactly overjoyed. The
fllegal trade in rare and en-
dangered birds has simply
gone underground, largely be
cause of the increasing public
outcry against the practice.

"The wildiife trade here
uscd lo be quite brazen,” says
Josclito Alisuag, who head Lhe
provincial chapter of Hartbon,
a nationwide environmental
group.

“They used to take, the birds

e
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by Ramon Isberto

porter asked, and was told to
go to a ?‘?r store in the
middle ' market being
tended by a smiling, dark
middle- man

. He sald he eould produce
several of the jet-black talking
mynahs from somc unspecified
storage poinl in a jiffy. The
price: about USS 30 an un-
trained young bird and about
USS 120 for a trained bird that

can already talk.
*"That's a bargain. Trained

birdas cosl up to USS 320 in

lo Manila by airplane,” he
adds. "And you could tell the
Philippine Air Lines (PAL)
[light had already arrived be-
cause the birds made a huge
rackct as they were brought to
the airport in cages.”

The Philippines is one of 11
countries worldwide that has
signed the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Enda-
gered Species (CITES), which
proscribes trade %in ‘spetics
considered rare or in ger
of extinct. -

in 1989,

Things
when aflter months of
Haribon convinced PAL man-
agement to slop carrying
wildlife carge en their daily
flights from Puecrto Princesa,
the capital city of Palawan

province, some 600 kms
south-west of Manila.

Instead of travelling by air-
craft, the birds — the
anteaters, the butterflies, the
bectles, the orchids and other
assorted items from Palawan's
ecological treasury — now go
by pump boat.

They are taken for a 300-

Manila,” he said.

Talking mynahs arc a
[avourite because Lthey make
for great conversation picees.
They can be trained lo Lalk
through simple repetition of
words. Technology has also
helped. Explained the shop-
keeper: “To save time, we just

reccord the phrases we want

the bird to learn and play the
tapc again and again."

cage (not for salg) at the mar-
ket, amused passcrs-by by
moulhing 're ugly,” or the
first few words of the lyries of
the pop song "We Are the

"l sold ene of Lhose to a
politician,” the man at the dry
goods store said. "It was
trained to say: thief.”

lllegal wildlife trading is
rife in the Philippines partly
because the country is so rich
in exolic animals. The Dec-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) lists
950 species and subspecies of
birds, 230 spccies and sub-
spceics of mammals, more
than 240 spccies of reptiles

and 6000 species of wild
plants. .

Palawan s a source
since 1t is one of the few is-
lands lcfi with substantial for-
esl cover. The riches of this is-
land-province can alse be
found olfshore, like the coral
recfs that make up about 40
per cent of the country's total
and contains about 400 of the
S00 specics known in the
world .

This natural treasure trove
is bring depleted. Owver
the past r ycars, for in-
stance, many local fishermen
have laken to using sodfum
cyanide to catch colourful
tropical fish. They spray the
deadly poison into coral reefs,
stunning the fish, making n
casy to catch them.

l3ul this practice slowly kills
the corals and eventually kills
the fish catch loo.

Such practices have turned
the Philippines into onc of the

world's largest exporter of
tropical fish. But a backlash is
developing and major US buy-
crs have stopped buying
Philippine fish.

With financial help from

Nartbon, sonte of the fisher-

- men have stepped ayanide

fishing. Instead, they use oon-
ventional nets. Says Jose Med-
ina, who heads a local fisher-
men's association: "It's harder.
We catch much less. But at
icaslt we can keep going back
to the arca to catch more later
on,”
Medina said more fisher-
men would probably give up
cyanide fishing if thcy were
given help so that they can
switch to mere environmen-
tally [riendly means of fishing,
And il en ment of laws
against such practices were
siricter.

lle added: "It's really hard
when the lawmakers are also
the lawbreakers.” -— IPsS

NBELIEVABLE but

true. And the pheno-

menon has been therc
as long as the villagers can
remember,

Wild spotbilled pelicans,
gray pelicans, painted storks
and others in thousands — all
large birds — trust the villagers

“of Kokkare Bellur, in southern

Karnataka, as nowhere else in
the world.

Each December they de-
scend in thousands on the vil-
lage, build nests in the trees,
lay #s and rear their young.

“They do not nest on trees
outside the village,” says natu-
ralist Ran Singh. One elderly
resident adds: "We don't know
where they come from in De-
cember and fly away to in
June, but we live together and
like it that way."

The 2,500 villagers of
Kokkare Bellur, 80 km from
the state capital, Bangalore,
live happily with the constant
clacking of beaks, fluttering of
wings and screeching of birds.

The village derives its name
from one of the birds which
comes to nest. Kokkare in lo-
cal Kannada language means
storks.

A resident says: "These

‘birds must have some system

of passing on information about
our village being a safe haven
for them from generation to
generation. Otherwise how
come they return only to our

village year after year”

The villagers never disturb

the birds. "During the nesting
season, no one climbs the
trees the birds live on, or uses
their wood,” says a village
youth.
The birds are considered a
property of the community. A
man appointed by the forestry
department to keep watch on
the birds says he has never
scen anyone troubling them.

with its Birds

by A J Singh

The attitude of the villagers
is summed up by Kullegowda, a
village elder: "They're like our
children. And like children,
they make a lot of noise. But

that's okay. We're comfortable
with it.”

Until the 1980s, no one had
heard about this bird-man
phenomenon. When a natural-

Each December thousands of pelicans and storks
descend on the village of Kokkare Bellur in
southern India. They build nests in the trees in the
midst of the village, lay eggs and rear their young.
The villagers feel the birds are part of the
community and treat them well. Gemini News
Service reports on a unique phenomenon of co-

operation that goes back generations.

I_The Village that Lives in Harmony

ist reported it in a newspaper
hundreds of birdwatchers and
photographers began to make
for the village from December
to May. The villagers are
watchful. Anyone trying to
scare the birds, or a photogra-
pher using a flash, i{s warned
ofT.

Strangely, the birds do not
catch fish from the village
canals, nor do they harm the
crops. Instead, they fly out and
catch fish from a nearby river.
When this river dries up in
May they {ly to Ranganatittu
bird sanctuary, 40 km away,
for fish.

"And although they make
the tedious trip to feed them-
sclves and their offspring, the
storks and pelicans do not
nest in the sanctuary,” says
naturalist Joginder Chawla. No
one except the birds them-
sclves can supply the reason.

The farmers benefit. The
bird's droppings yield rich
fertiliser, better than what is
available in the market.

Many of these birds — for
instance, the spotbilled peli-
can — are on the endangered
species list. The pelican now
exists only in India and Sri
Lanka.

The Karnataka government
declared Kokkare Bellur a
"bird centre” in the 1980s.

Each year the arrival of the
birds is eagerly awaited. When
they land it is considered a
good omen. When they did not
come 1Al the 1960s the village

sulfered from drought.

This year the people were
jubjlant as more than 2,000
storks, 500 pelicans and other
pig birds came home to roost.

Once more people and the

birds began living logether in

harmony, b fortune and

joy to each . Sounds 100

good to be true. But true it is.
— Gemini News



