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Lessons from IMF-WB
Meetings

There are unfavourable signals coming from
the industrialised world, which suggest that it
will be a long time before developing nations
derive anything like the so-called peace divi-
dends from the end of superpower rivalry be-
tween Moscow and Washington Judging by the
despatches from Washington just published by
this paper from (its guest columnist M
Syeduzzaman, many of the hopes earlier ex-
pressed by experts about what might be called
the great leap forward into a new era have been
dashed.

This disappointment was reflected in the re-
cently-concluded meeting of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB).
The disappointment was not so much about what
was said as about what was not said about the fu-
ture of the North-South relations, about placing it
on a new basis in this ch world. As we
now learmn from despatches from Washington, the
meeting could not come up with anything even
remotely resembling an agenda for the remaining
years of the decade or, for that matter, for the
next century. True, the meeting went through
the motion of proclaiming the need for the "New
World Order” as it had been done at the IMF-WB

in Bangkok last year. But, this year, the
call for the so-called New Order, which still
suffers from lack of clarity, was more subdued
than in the past. For many, it was almost
embarrassing to utter the term with any degree
of conviction.

The fault did not lie with the IMF-WB meeting.
What was lacking was the environment of hope,
which our columnist has rightly attributed to the
"Anemic in the industrialised countries”
and to the differences over exchange
rates, the way to t inflation and continuing
instability in the former socialist states in Eastern
Europe, not to mention the conflict in what was
once Y There is little doubt that despite
their long experience in these fields, the indus-
trialised nations have put on a poor show in han-
dling the challenges facing them today.

In more than one, it is the developing
world which is certain to pay the price. For one
thing, the aid climate has gone from bad to
worse. If, in place of aid, the developing countries
turn to investment, as indeed they do, or put in
increased eflforts to raise their volume of trade,
they do not necessarily find easy solutions. The.
IMF-WB meetings insisted on structural policy
reforms as a way of attracting foreign investments
and stepping up more liberal trade. However,
many leﬂ Hmuterﬁlemphasued the need for
increased to give them the breathing space
during the tramsitional period. It all tums out to
be a vicious cycle.

In time, mulitilateral agencies may find new an-
swers for with the situation. What is obvi-
ous, some of the old solutions, including a few of
the conditionalities offered by these aid agencies,
may no longer work in the way they expected
even a year ago. In Washington, some Finance
Ministers spoke about a new mix of a role for pri-
vale enterprise and public sector participation to
stimulate growth in the Third World. This may
well be a solution. However, at this stage, it is
important that the industrialised West sets its
house in order.

The Slyest of Masters
Did Diego Maradona muck up his first serious
match after an 18-month exile in soccer wilder-
ness, as a news headline suggested on Tuesday?
No sir, nothing can be far from truth. Thank lord,
coach Carlos Bilardo's timely call and Maradona's
own good judgement in opting out of the Sevilla
against Athletico Bilbao in the 75th minute
of the play allowed the maestro to escape the
ordeal with nothing worse than leaving the field
“limping and looking tired". He has been pre-
served very sagaciously, one would say, if the fell-
Basque nationalist rage in each
of the Bilbablans — the roughest eleven in and out
of Spain — were In one's knowledge. The world
one ball player also happens to be the
slyest of them all, how can we forget that?
all of them would be only too eager to
on Diego at the first go, was child's
. His low-profile mastery didn't give
them a wink of a chance until the 75th minute.
moment he was instrumental in giving
side a one goal lead, the score o ting
own free-kick — and was busy holding
Bilbao iIncursions by holding himself to
defensive rear action. Then the expected
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Maradona left t
break and walked off with a 2-1 victory.

Bilardo had said before the match Diego was
only 40 per cent fit. Why did he should play him
then? Perhaps it was more Maradona than Bilardo
who wanted that he play. It was a point of honour
with Maradona and also one of keeping the
morale of the Sevillans. A paltry 40 per cent can
not match the hundred per cent all the world
saw in display in the last two World
Cups. But the wunderkind is far from
finished and has yet a goodly fund of footballing
pyrotechnics to treat the soccer lovers with.

Is this what we call turning a full circle?

much of his "Inspiring” game for his team in their
first engagement of the Spanish League. Football
has long ceased to be a one-hero eddon.
How the small master relives the lost glories of

| demise

Is Turkey's Coalition Government in

ENERAL elections were

held in  Turkey last

m‘gu.ﬂw'huehlh
Party of Suleyman Demu-
rel came on wp although n
fatled to gain enough seats in
the Parliament to form a Gov-
ernment of its own. The Moth.
erland Party (ANAP) of Mr
Turgut Ozal came second and
Soclalist People's Party
of Mr Erdal Inonu caume third.
Before the clections Mr Ozal
had been clected President of

Republic replacing Oen
His

the

political platform.

Following the military coup ol
1980 parties were banned

Including the political lcaders
When politics was allowed Lo
function again Mr Ozal app-
cared on the political scene
with his Molherland party . |
remember those days well. My
Ozal as De Prime Minister
of Turkey been elected o
preside over an affiliate body of
the OIC In Jeddah, where |

was scirvi as Lhe Assistant
Secretary General.. Following
the 1982 clections Mr Owzal

swepl the pools and has really
dominated the political scene
until last year's elections. Mr
Demirel, the winner has taken
as his coalition partner Mr
Inonu, the leader of the SHP.
He is the son of the famowus
Ismet Inonu, comrade In arms
of Ataturk and held the highwest
offices of the country, inchad-
ing that of Prime Minister and
President. This coalition by all
accounts has so far been a

marriage.
HrDcnlrtllnlrm:er as

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

Prime Minister and Mr Inonu
his coalition partner because of
ifiing of ban on | par-
ties. Recently the Turkish Par-
lHament took the matler to its
logical conclusion. The party of
Mr Ozal as well as the party of
Mr Demirel are oflshoots of
the Democrat of Mr Ad-
nan Mendcres, who was lop-
LH in a coup of 1960 and
ler tried and hanged. The
party of Mr Inonu is an off-
shoot of People’'s Republican
Party (CHP), founded by
Ataturk. Another offshoot is
Democratic Lelt Party (DSP),
led by the former Prime Minis-
ter Mr Bulent Ecevit. The pre-
sent Assembly by a recent de-
cision has lifted ban on all the
political parties and this has
led to the reemergence of
such great names as the CHP
and DP. Although the son of

Mendcres is reported 10 be
making some moves to revive
the Democrat Party, which at
this point of time does not
look like a serious effort, it 1s
the rebirth of the CHP which
is making the political land-
scape of Turkey go through
profound convulstons. CHP has
reeently elgeted as its leader
Mr Dentz Baykal, who s young
and vigorous. Members of par-
llament deserting Mr Inonu's
SHP and some others now are
reporied o otal 21 and have
gathered under the CHP ban-
ner, a number sufficient to
form a group within the par-
lament. The DYP-CHP coali-
tion, which so far had a com-
fortable majority, has now
fallen to a dangerously low
level. If the coalition s fecking
the strain, the situation within
the ANAP, 1s not comlortable

Ozal moved upstairs by his
cleciion 1o the post of Presi-
dcnt, he has chosen to remain
very much in the

arena, rather than the
olympian heights of the
Cankaya Presidential palace.
The replacement of his hand-
picked succcssor Mr Akbulut
by Mr Yilmaz has led 0 overt
strains within the party

Since the coalition number
has dangerously shrunk, par-
lics big and small are manoeu-
vering for a place in the sun.
Partial clections are due In
Turkey on | November and
that will surcly give an indica-
tion of the thinking of the
Turkish public,

All this politics would not
be any more than busincss as
usual were it not for the h
drama that is being daily en-
acied in the south castern part
of Turkey. The Kurdish Work-
crs Party (PKK) is locked in

scventies

Demirel and Mr Ecevit wWere
involved in coalition making
and the combination in those
years were truly incredible.
Turks |ike authority and a
clear chain of command and tn
a
fear th—ﬂwmm

' the slain Prime I:lnulcr Mr by any means. Although Mr battle u'lth.th Turkish Secu- tary-General, OIC
The Chief whose Voice was Heard like Thunder

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

| Ennadium soon vote in a refer-

endum that will almoest certainly
be the most important poll in the
history of their country. They will

LOSE to the middie of

the political storm that

has covered Canada for
many months stands a man of
calm and dignity. Most Cana-
dians would fail to pick this
46-ycar-old lawyer out in a
crowd, or even in an office lift,
for he is short and looks
unassuming. But in his first
year in a top political job, he
has made a nt mark.

This i1s Chiel Ovide ‘Mer-
credi, who has the title of Na-
tional chiel of the Assembly of
First Nations. This means he s
the elected head of the nearly
600,000 Canadians who have
legal status as Indians, but his
influence goes a good distance
further than those numbers.
And he is noticcable enough
when he wears his ceremonial
headdress made of the tail
feathers of a bald cagle.

During the t year, he has
proved hirmclr:l:t most skilful
ol negotiators. Even Jacqucs
Martzeau, leader of the Quebec
scparatists, recently paid him
a grudging compliment.

He said the Chiel had
gained more from the lengthy
round of constitutional talks
than had Quebec Premicr
Robert Bourassa. “"Where Bou-
rassa sowed, Mercredi har-
vested,” growled Parizeau.

It 1s, of course, the role of
the Parti Qucbecois leader to
be little the efforts of Bourassa,
his rival: others have said of
the agreement reached be-
lween prime Minister Brian
Mulroney and the 10 provin-
cial premicrs en August 22

that it was "a ‘'win-win sftua-

tion.” thal every sidc ghined
somcthing. But Chicl Mcreredi
has certainly secmed lo gain
the most of all.

Which is remarkable be-
cause, for much of the time,
ncither Mercredi nor any
other native leader was invited
to the bargaining table. But he
made sure he was there when
it matterced.

Canadians vole on October
26 in a referendum lo approve
the premiers’ agrecment on
radical changes to the way
Canada is .

i will almost certainly be
the most important vote in the
country’s history. Il a majority
ol Quebec voters, who make up
aboutl enc-quarter of the clec-
torate, say No in the referen-
dum, it will be a halfway housc
to scceding from the rest of
Canada.

The country would probably
break up within five years,
after the separatist Parti Que-
becois won the mext election
in Quebec.

Despite the concentration
on Qucbec's demands to take
over more powcers [rom Ot-
tawa, Chicl Mercredi managed

Utrail school

Sir, Some 13 rs . on
May 4, 1979 p};"::il:llr late
President Ziaur Rahman came
to visit our home village Utrail
in Shibchar thana under
Madaripur district. During his
visit, resentative of our vil-
lage eminent social work-
ers late Al-haj Abdul Kader
Chowdhury requested him to
::urn th? :rul private school
nto a full government h
school. The president .
to the proposal and instan
granted a Taka two lakh sanc-
tion (President’'s letter No
17/10 (2)-79-456(10)-7th May
1979).

But following Zia's sad
the school never
turned into a government in-
stitution. The local people.
willing to keep a school for
their children, however, regu-
larly raised fund to keep it
running. On November 11,
1989, the verandah of the
school was ravaged by a severe
tornado. Presently, the exis-
tence of the school Is being
threatened by the merciless
erosion by the Arial Kha river.

e

decide
changes in the

whether

to approve

way Canada is

governed. The provinces would
get new powers and Quebec
would become “a distinct soci-
ety”. But the big gainer will be the
Indian peoples-thanks to the re-
markable Chief Mercredi.

to keep the issue of aborigimal
rights near the top of the long
agenda

He may seem an odd person
to be a champton of aborigiral
rights. For a start, he has newer
lived on an Indian reserve. In
fuct, he was . only offlicially
recognised as an Indian a few
weeks before he was elected
thetr national chief.

The reason lies in the anti-

ted Indian Act. His grandfa-
ther was a French-Canadian

trapper in northern Manitobsa;
so his father was Mctis |of
mixed blood). He himsell has
married a non-native, so their
daughter Danielle is in turn
nol officially recognised as hav-
ing Lhe birthright of a Cree In-
dian.

Early in life Ovide showed
he was a flighter of his righes.

grew up speaking oy
Cree, but when at scven he
first went to school the teach-
crs told him he had to speak
English all the time. His re-
sponsc was to say nothing at all
in class during his first year.

As onc bilographer, Roy
MacGregor, has related, the
young Mcreredi reached a
turning-point in his lifc ome
aflternoon in a Catholic priest's
house. He was by then the
church organist, an on the
pricst's table he found an old
copy of Life magazine which
was [ull of photographs of the
life and death of Mahatma
Gandhi, the funeral pyre and
the thousands of moumers.

He was profoundly im-
presscd, and came lo adopt
the Gandhian principles of
non-violent confrontation,
while arming himsell with the
same stubborn determination
of that earlicr lawyer.

Al 14 he [irst felt the im-
pacL of white racism. His lcg
was poisoncd aller siepping on
a rusty nail while picking ber-

rics, and he was airlilted to a
hospital in the town of Le Pas,
where he spent a month in a
scgregaled “Indian” ward.

A sccond ugly cxperience
came when the high school
rﬂm:igul in Le Pas told him he
lacked intelligence and was
wasting the school's time.

He quit school, and started
drifting and drinking around
Mani towns. Butl he pulled
himsell out of that pit, and got
accepted as a mature student
al university. There he mot
Eltjah Harper, and the two
Cree students became vigorous
activists for native rights, per-
suading the university to start
courscs in native st ,

in 1990 as an established
lawyer Mercredi was at the el-
bow of his friend, now Chicl
Elijah Harper, who as a mem-
ber of the Mantioba legislature
played a crucial part in pre-
venting Lhe ratification of the
Mcech Lake Accord. 1 op-
‘poscd this det of m-ﬂmﬂn-dm
amecndments because it dealt
only with Qucbec's concerns
and ignored aberiginal rights.

They had been pushed aside
too often. In 1983 a far-sighted
report of seven MPs under
Keith Penner urged the gov-
ernment (o recognize Indian
sell-government and create "a
third order of government” for
the 630 Indian communities,
scparate from provincial and
municipal levels. The Penner
committee also argued for
special representation in the

[ederal parliament, as the
Maoris have in the New
Zealand parliament.

Three times the First Min-
isters — that is, the prime
minisicr and his 10 premicrs
— held a conference with na-

tive lcaders, but could not
agrce how sclf-government

could work in practice for tiny
Indian bands, the largest being
12,000 Mohawks in Ontario. In
1987 the First Ministers gave
ur‘ and turned to the problem
of Quebec's demand to be
recogniscd as "a distinct soci-

cty."
The summer of 1990
changed all that. Elijah

L

Meanwhile, | took Initiative

to meet the present Health
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf in their connection.
According to his suggestion, |
requested the State Minster
for Education on July 18 last. -
The State Minister forwarded
the case with his recommen -
dation to the Education Secre-
tary on August 15. But sadly, |
could not meet the sccretary
ever since.

So, through your column |

would like to appeal to the rel-
evant authority to take neces-

sary steps regarding the school
quickly.

Antsul Kader Chowdhury
Mogh Bazar, Dhaka

News-reading
Sir, Although news-reading
is an art ex nces

tes.
In the Bangladesh Televi-

to the Editor and legibly written or typed | ston usually two news-readers

read news-items alternately.
However, both the news-read-

ers do not appear on the

,screen simultaneously may be

due to technical reasons.
Sometimes, at the end of one's
turn, when the other starts
reading the news, the former
continues to remain on the
screen and the vice versa, to
the displeasure of the watch-
ers. A brief smile with eyes
down followed by quick disap-

ce however proves the
sincerity of the authorities to
present news smoothly, but

only after the damage is done.

In this course of childlike
Jugglery BTV can continue lo

draw the attention of the

watchers due to its technolog-
ical advantage which Radio
Bangladesh can’'t. Radio's
strategies to put the listeners
to bewilderment differ to some
extent. An example, though be-
lated, dovetafls the context :
On August 27, at 7:30 am., the
news-reader read, "democracy
which has been achieved
through a long struggle against
meaning of the news and tumn-
ing the national history upside

impel the down. Such omissions and

listeners and watchers 1o add a commissfons urge the listen-

new requirement which does
not fall within the domain of
art that is, a modicum of at-
tention and sincerity of the

news-readers and the authori-

ers and watchers to uest
the news-readers to d a
modicum of attention to their
business and also call upon the
authorities to show on equal

Bringing the rain

Harper's stand wiis lollowed by
the armwd rosistance of Mo-
hawks behind the Oka barri-

cades and the blockade of
roads, bridges and raflways in
scveral provinees. The protests
were for land rights, or for
preserving forests against log-

| q&lm ﬁi.'ﬂ round of

constitutional talks be a
year ago, Mercredi still to
use unconventional tacties to
get his points across. He eflec-
tively took over a Toronto
conlerence scheduled to de-
bate another issuc. In August,
when only the premiers werc
inviled by Mulroney to a lake-
side rcireat, he siood outside
with the reporters to grab the
precmiers’ altention.

He was also prepared o
match his strength against
Quebec. He caused a storm in a
commitiee of the Quebec Na-
tional Assemb questioni
whether ml[-ll?ul? was Iegaﬂg
possible for the whole
province.

The nerthern part of Que-
bec, where some 10,000 Cree
fear further disruption from
the Great Whale phase of the
massive James Bay hydroelcc-
tric scheme, was a late addi-
tion to the province. Il French-
Canadians can claim scif-de-

lermination as a people, so can

the Cree.

In the agreement that now
gocs to the referendum, he has
won a remarkable amount of
ground. Natives, whether they

extent of sincerity to the du-
ties.

Md Abdur Rouf
Sergeant Zahurul Haque Hall,
DU p

Law and order

Sir, The law and order situ-
ation had deterforated to such
a state that traders were
thinking te form security force
of their own to protect them-
selves from the hands of toll
collectors. Besides theft da-
coity. hfjacking and campus vi-
olence become so much
commonplace to the extreme
insecurity of the commonman.

But this situation cannot be
allowed further. We have to
overcome this for the sake of
the nation's greater interest.
All of us should be cautious
against evil-doers. However,
government should come for-
ward at first to tackle the sit-
uation, because it is sacred
duty of a o ensure
security ummperty of
the citizens. And ce , in
the meantime, the government
has taken some steps to tackle
the situation but it seems to
me insufficient. | think gov-
ernment should be more strict
and alert in taking compre-
hensive steps to establish
peace and security,

Md Noor-a-Alam
Department of History, DU

live on reserves or in lowns,
arc deemed to have “an inher-
ent right Lo sell-government”,
that 1s, a right that predales
the arrival of Europcans.
Returning to the Penncr
report, a "third order of gov-
crnment” will be created
provincial governmenis, The
constitution will entrench the
rights of native peoples that

ment before they
chases 1o court.
new  land Ls
st 22 dnlﬂllhllﬂ
to Canadian
ters of “law, order
government.”
Nevertheless, the
ernment heralds a
era for Canada’'s native
Each Indian band council
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have carned the praise which
Saskatchewan elders
on him when they
the cagle headdress
“Your voice will be
thunder. You will
from alar. At the sa
your voice will be
thunder brings, t
radn.” — GEMINI

CLYDE SANCER is a
Director of hghmlhi at
Commoniweal
Journalist in Britain, Africa
at the UN, he has lived in
Canada since ] 967,
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The Importance of
Operational Research

A Mawaz

| am reacting to Mr M A
Baquie's article published in
The Daily Star (Sept 15), limit-
ing my observations to only
one aspect, namely, research.

In the developing countries,
there is a tendency to ignorc
operational research in admin-
istration, and in practically ev-
ery office or organisation. Even
in pure research establish-
ments (declared as such), the
priority accorded s usually so
low that the R & D results,
even if useful, are ignored, or
al best treated with indiffer-
ence, as there are so many
other administrative priorities
to keep the policy-making offi-
cials busy. These day-to-day
priorities are so urgent that it
more or less becomes a stan-
dard practice to go in for ad
hoc decisions ("First do this,
then we will see”).

We are so much deprived of
the basic necessities of life

| that we like to see 'action’ and

visible efforts all the time,
maybe for psychological satis-
faction. Research is an
invisible’ activity, behind the
scene, not of much interest or
attraction to the laymen; for-
etting that the long term ef-

t of a good research applica-
tion might be of considerable
benefit to the nation in the
long run. :

It we look at the research
setups in the various offices, it
will be found that {n the major-
ity of cases there were no re-
scarch cell where one was
necessary. or the existing cells
were more or less languishing.

The periodical 'progress
reports’ from the research
units would not make exciting
reading all the time. Research
is time-consuming and silent
work, so the results can not be
ordered within a time limit:
but data analysis reports
should be available without no-
tice, depending on the avail-
ability of ready inputs. The ex-
ecutives studying the research
reports should be research
oriented, which is not gener-
ally the case in the LDCs.

Research cells should be
manned by senior, experi-
enced personnel and special-
ists, with smart, you re-
scarch adsistants tral for
research work. The cells IJ!ult
be with the standard
tools. The problem is input

sources, because data compila-
tion and storage arrangements

are weak everywhere. The
communication gap is stagger-

Hence there a o be a
need Lo build up research ac-
tivities [rom scraich. That
means re-organisation and
modernisation exercises, pre-
ferably with outside assistance
to draw up an integrated
model, for implementation
during the d ¢ of the '90s.
The motivation is clear: think
ahead and reap the benefit.

This is vital if we go by the
slogan "Export, or perish”. To-
day, for example, we are
caught napping on the diversi-
fication of value-added jute
products, a complete picture
of the export potentjalities and
markets, an out-of-date energy
consumption projection, an
integrated master plan for nat-
ural disaster rehabilitation, and
a host of other requirements
in the different sectors. We
have neither any think-tanks
nor any mechanism on futurol-
ogy (the latter is now a very
well established discipline in
the advanced countries). Newly
emerging countries have to be
on their own to husband the
national resources, unlike the
colonial days when the colonial
masters used to plan for their
own benefit.

Some local help is available,
but we are not using it prop-
erly, namely, to bring in the
higher academic institutions
and the universities into the
orbit, to contribute at national
level by feeding the m-
ment with the research find-

in applied and operational
fields, as per a
grammes. The
countries depend heavily on
the academic contributions.
The know how spills over to
the new graduates
of the universities, enriching
the entry level of the new re-
cruits to the civil service and
elsewhere.

:

here, but a atmosphere
s needed a perspective
loock by the Administration
(confined not only to science
and tec ). We could



