development of SAARC

Sr Lankan President Ranas -
inghe Premadasa. accompa-
nted by hs wife Hema Pre-
madasa. called on President
Rahman Biswas at

WM".W

BSs

On arrival at the Bangabha
ban, the visiting dignitaries
were received by President
Biswas and Begum Hiswas

The two during
thetr hour-long discussion,
stressed the need for united
efforts for the development of
the SAARC nations.

President Biswas said the
btlateral relations between the
two countries would continue
to grow for the commmon bene-

He said Bangladesh and Sn
Lanka shared commeon tradi-
tion and culture and they have
common vicws on issues.

Referring to the forthcom:-
ing SAARC summit in Dhaka.
President Biswas expressed
the hope that the summit
would foster close amity

the SAARC countries
with the adoption of the South
Asian Preferential Trading Ar-
rangement (SAPTA).

President Biswas empha-
sised the need for ensuring

food. clothing and shelter for
the people of SAARC countries
and cal for adhe to the

'dal-bhat’ concept put lorward
by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia at the Colombo

24 members
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Raziuddin Ahmed Razu, Abdur
Raul Chawdhury, Imam Uddin
Ahmed, Rahamagt All MP,
Rahamat Ullah Chowdhury, K
M Jahangir MP, Monaem
Sarker, Mirza Sultan Raja.
Fazlur Rahman, Mukul Bose,
Mahmudur Rahman Manna.
Akhtaruzzaman and Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed.

Sheikh Hasina last night
also announced 11 departmen-
tal sub-committees to provide
the party presidium members
specific responsibilities.

All the sub-committees, ac-
cording o the party constitu-
tion, would be working under
the chatirmanships of the pre-
sidium members while the de-
partmental secretaries of the
party would assist the commit-
tee chairmen as member sec-
retaries to the committiees.

According 0 & party press
relcase h-l'{:g'l. commit-
lecs are as s

Publicity and Publication
Sub-Comumittee: Chairman: Ab-
dul -Momen, Member-Secre-
tary: Mozaflar Hossain Paltu,
Members: Abdul Mannan, Mo-
nacm Sarker, Ahmad Hossain.
Ashim Kumar Ukil and Mrinal
Kanti Das

Agriculture and Cooperative
Sub-Committee: Chairman:
Abdur Razzak MF. Member-
Secretary: Begum Matia
Chowdhury MP. Members:
Rahmat Ali MP. Rashed
Mosharrafl MP. Azharul Islam
MP. Bahalul Majnun Chunnu
and Badivzzaman Badsha

Labour and Manpower Sub-
Committee: Chairman: Amir
Hossain Amu, Member-
Secretary: Munnujan Sufian,

Members: Rahmat Ullah
Chowdhury. Abdul Matin
Master, Alha] Mesbahuddin

MP, Shajahan Khan MP, Kazi
igbal. Abdur Rahman. Golam
Mostafa Sujan.

Finance and Planning Sub-
Committee: Chairman: Syeda
Zohra Tajuddin, Member
Secretary: Ataur Rahman Khan
Katser, Members: Dr Mizanul
Haq MP, Syed Abul Hossain
MP. Mahbubur Rahman,

summit
President Biswas said the

warm reception accorded to
him and the members of the
entourage durtag his visit.
Minister-in-waiting Dr
Khandakar Mosharral Hossain
Laday -in-waiting Begum Selima
Rahman, MP, Sri Lankan For-
eign Secretary B P Tilakratna
Secretary to the President
Ataul Haq and Sri Lankan en
voy to Bangladesh Alfred K
vid were present

Habibur Rahman Habib and
Nurul Amin Ruhul .

Education and Cultural Sub-
Committee: Chairman: Kamru-
gzaman. Member-Secretary:
Obatdul Kader, Members:
Alamgir Kumkum, K M
Jahangir MP, Rafiqul Islam

MP, Shah-e-Alam and S M
Mosarrel Hossain.

Industry and Commerce
Sub-Committee: Chairman:
Tofael Ahmed MP, Member-
Secretary: Akhtaruzzaman
Choudhury MP, Members:
Sultanul Kabir Chudhury MP,
Khorshed Alam Sujan and S M
Kamal Hossain.

Information and Research
Sub-Committee: Chairman:
. Begum Sajeda Chowdhury MP.
Member-Secretary: Prol Abu
Sayed, Members: Abul Kalam
MP, Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, B M Mozammel! Hagq
and Shahriar Rumi.

Reliel, Soctal Wellare and
Human Resources Develop-
ment Sub-Committee: Chair-
man: Mohiuddin Ahmed MP,
Member-Secretary: Momtaz
Hossain. Members: Raziuddin
Ahmed Razu. Promod Mankhin

MP. Syed Siddigur Rahman,
Solaiman Al and Saiful Ahad
Selim.

International Relations
Sub-Committee: Chairman:
Abdus Samad Azad MP.

Member-Secretary: Abul Hasan
Chowdhury MP. Members:
Akhtaruzzaman, Nurul Fazal

Bulbul and Habibur Rahman |

Khan

Law Aflairs Sub-Committee:
Chairman: Dr Mohammad Se-
Hm. Member-Secretary: Barris-
ter K S Nabl. Members: Ad-
vocate Shahara Khatun. AB M
Taleb AMN. Zobed AH MP,
Mostafa Amin., Enayetur Ra
him and Momitaz Uddin Mec-
hedi.

Health, Population and
Environment Sub-Committee:
Chairman: Abdul Mannan.
Member Secretary: Dr Mustala
Jalal Mohtuddin. Members: Dr
Kaz!i Yusuf MP, Babu Kalpa-
ranjan Chakma MP. Dr Jahan-
gr Sattar Tinku and Kamru-
tzaman Ansari.

12 hurt as armed
group attacks
shopowner

Twelve people were Injured
when an armed group attacked
a shopowner and his family
members at Pulerghat Bazar in
Kishoregan) Sadar thana Mon-

day. reports UNB.

Police and local people said
the 100-strong of Adar-
sha attac Es uddin,
a shopowner of the bazar, re-
portedly following a tussle over
the possession :fhh shop.

The family members of
Eshamuddin. who live next
doors, were also injured when
they came in restue hearing a
hue and cry. The group used
lethal in the attack at
about 11 am.

Ehsamuddin. his wife
Rahimunnessa, sons Kanchan
and Mostafa. daughters Manzila
Khatun, Helena and Fatema
and daughter-in-law Amena
Khatun were admitted to the
Sadar Hospital where their
condition was stated critical

Qatar withdraws
troops from Gulf

security force

RIYADH, Oct 5: Qatar has
withdrawn its 200 soldiers
from a joint Gulf security force
in the wake of a border dispute
with Saudi Arabia, a sentor Gulf
official said
AFP.

The official, who requested
anonymity, said the troops re-
turned home on Sunday form
Kuwait, where they formed
part of the Gulf cooperation
council’s “Peninsula Shield”
force created in 19856 during
the lran-lraq war.

The move was directly

today. reports

m-l-

lated to a border dispute

which has flared u

be tween
Riyadh Anddoha official
waadc]

He feared that Quatar might
end up quitti the GCC,
which has grou the six Gulf
monarchies of the Arablan
Peninsula since 1981].

The GCC also compriscs
Kuwait. Bahrain, Oman and the
United Arab Emirates.
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Biswas, Premadasa talk |

| The overturned BRTC bus after it skiddedslf the road and fell into a ditch at Adhuria

—Star photo

- J killed in wall
collapse

COX's BAZAR, Oct 5: Five
members of a family including
four minors died and three
others were injured when a
wall of their house collapsed at
Sitairpara of Choto Moheskhali
Unfon under Moheshkhall is-
land ecarly this morning. re-
porta BSS.

According to Moheshkhall
| police the members of the

ily had been living in a di-
lapidated mud wall house. One
of the walls suddenly collapsed
today killing the five instantly.

The victims were identified
as Al Hossain (50) owner of
house and his children Abdus
Saboor (10}, Fatema Begum
(8). Ershadullah (8) and
Salidullah (4)

National housing
policy soon

A National Housing Peolicy
will be announced soon, Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Mia said
in Dhaka yesterday. reporis
BSS

The Minister was speaking
as the chiel { at a seminar
on context of housing problem
and contributions of PWD and

Housing Directorate to solve
those by the Public
Works " Association
at Purta Bhaban in the
evening. .

|52i1:;jurédinUIT

|

11 violence

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 52 people tnchad-
ing lour policemen were In-
jured in clashes during the
second phase ol Union
Parishad elections in Galbanda,
Sherpur and Satkhira on Sat-
urday and Sunday

Our Gatbandha Correspon-
dent adds: Sevegteen persons
sustained Injuries in election
violence between two rivgl

ups at Salmara Union under

thana Sunday.

The incident took place
when a procession brought out
by the » of a chair-
man candidate Ashral All was
resisted by a rival group of
Shah Alam at village Samgacha.

In the ensuing clash 17
persons received injuries five
of them eritically .

The injured persons wWere
removed to nearly Health
Complex.

Police rounded up six per-
sons in this connection.

UNB adds from Sherpur:
Police fired in the air as a
group of people attacked a
ﬁh centre and snatched 3

s Sunday night after
Union Parishad election..

o

Police and witnesses said at
least 20 people. iIncluding the
Presiding . were thjured
in the melee at the Boga Icha-
:ur School voting centre in

upnarayanpur union of Nal

Police fired five blank shots
and baton-charged the trou-
blemakers. sources ;

The Returning Officer.

however, didn't cancelled the
polls in the centre.

A case has been filed with
Nalitaban police in this con-
nection. None was yet ar-
rested .

In Satkhira, at least 15
people including four police-
men were injured in Union
Parishad polls viclence at
north Parulia-ecentre in Deb-
hata thana Saturday evening .

The viclence ensued be-
tween the supporters of two
rival candidates. During the
clash crackers were blasted.
brickbats and lethal weapons

were used .
Police on duty ned blank
shots w mob and

brought the situation under
control.

Aerial view of the place where an EL AL cargo Boeing crashed Sunday. The plane hit the
building, wiping away some 80 houses in Amsterdam. Story on page 1

—AFP photo

" Children's day

observed

The World Children’'s Day’
was observed in tlie country
yesterday with a renewed
pledge to establish the rights
¢ of children.

The day is observed October
B every year around the globe
with a view to implementing
the United Nation convention
on the ts of children.

In
marked by colourful proces-
sions by children and discus-
sion meetings on the signifi-
cance of the day. :

Different children’'s
sations brought out proces-
sions which paraded the city

fares banners
and placards containing de-
of the children,
|  Central Khelaghar Asar held
discussion meeting at the
National Book Centre on the
clay.

Adviser of the organisation
Caziul Haq addressed the
meeting as chiel guest. Other
discussants included noted
singer Kalim Sharafl,
Journalist Shawgat Anwar and
Ziauddin Ahmed. President of
the Asar Profl All Asgar chaired
the function. |

in observance of the day,
| Bangladesh Chhatra Kalyan

Sangstha organised a token
hu strike partic d by
cﬂﬁn in front of Jatiya
Press Club in the moming.
Child artiste and leader of the
Rumana Rashid Ishita
President of the
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ) Reazuddin Ahmed for-
mally ended the two-hour
hunger strike by feeding the
strikers.

sh, the day was .

!

| Fresh fighting in
Afghanistan

- By Staff Correspondent

KABUL. Oct 5 : Fighting has
erupted in two northern
provinces between forces of
the Islamic government and
dissident rebels who are being
armed by Pakistan, mili
and diplomatic sources
Monday, reports AP.

The sources, speaking on
condition of mnﬂty. i
the fighting s
the provineces of Kondoz, -
dering the former Soviet
Unfon, and Herat, which bor-
ders lran.

Defense Ministr
spokesman Yunis Qanuni

vernment troops killed at
ﬁ-{ 30 rebels of the renegade
Hezb-e-Islami faction and that
five nt soldiers were
killed and 120 injured in the

Hezb-e-lslami, however,
claimed it had killed at least
150 government soldiers and
captured 200 more.

Neither claim could be in-
dependently verified.

Hezb-e-Islami was expelled
from the interim Islamie gov-

ernment in August in a strug- -

gle for power between t
various rebel factions that
ousted the Soviet-installed
government last April.

The sources said Pakistan,
despite its claims of wanting a
stable Alghanistan, has sent
weapons to Hezb-e-Islami
bases south of Kabul

Pakistan has denied the al-

legation.

~AFP from Islamabad adds :
UN overseas personnel were
evacuated Monday from the
western Afghan city of Herat,
scene of heavy ting be-
tween rival Mu n grou
in the past few days, UN ug
clals said in Pakistan.

3 Saudis, one Pak
national
granted bail

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 5: The three
Saudis and.a Pakistani who
were arrested by Kotwali po-

lice with a Bangladeshi

girl and her father from MAG
Osmany Alrpert on September
6 were granted bail by -the
District and Sessions Judge
mﬂ;ﬂr‘: arrested while
attempting to take the

hi girl to Saudi Ara-
bia as wife of one of the Saudis
named Salim Ahmed.

The two other Saudi nation-
als are Ibrahim and Abdul Aziz
and the Pakistani is Wali Khan.

The court while granting
:lu:hu impounded passports

The Bangladeshi girl and
her father were however,

ted bail on September 13
the Sadar Thana Magistrate.

World Habitat
Day observed

The World Habitat Day was
observed in the country yes-
terday in a befitting manner

reports BSS.

The day's theme was
"shelter for Sustainable
Development”.

Various governmental and
non-governmental organisa-
tions held elaburate pro-
grammes 10 mark the day.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas atiended the 1
function of the World Habitat

Day programme organised by

.the Works

The function held at the
Osmant Memorial Hall was also
attended by Works Minister
Rafigul Islam Mia and
Environment. Forest, Fisheries
and Livestock Minister
Abdullah-Al-Noman as the

is.

The Publie Works
Engineers Association held a
seminar on the occasion at the
Purta Bhaban.

Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Mia attended the semi-
nar as the chiel guest while
Prof Jamtlur Reza Chowdbury.
Prof Mobashwer Al and Shah
Alam Zahiruddin addressed 1t

The Rehabilitation and
Development Organtsation for
the Landiess (RADOL). a non-
governmental organisation. ar-

a walkathon to mark
the day from the Shishu
Academy premises to the
Osmani Memorial Hall in the

Lﬂﬂh and Cooperatives

Minister Abdus Salam Talukdar
inaugurated the programme
while Works Minister Rafiqul
islam Mia spoke on the occa-
shon.

The Ba sh Citizens
Right Committee in coopera-
ton with the United Nations
Information Centre (UNIC),
will holds a seminar at 4 pm
today at the UNIC premises.

AL believes in
equal rights of
all religious
groups : Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
conveyed her a greetings
to the members of the Hindu
comumunity, reports UNB.

in a . the Awami
League President said that
through the . the Hindus
have been ce ting Durga
Puja. their major fes-
uval. as the symbol of victory of
truth, humanity and good
forces agminst the demonie
force.

Like the previous years,
goddess Durga arrived to the
Hindu community with a mes-
sage of happiness. Despite
economic hardship. the Hindu
community was observing the
festival with enthusiasm and
religious fervour, she said.

Re-ca]linf the contribution
of people of all religious faiths
to the country's war of libera-
von in 1971, Hasina said that
secularism., one of the four
state principles. were banished
and politics of communalism
was revived after the assassi-

nation of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib in 1975.

Awami League believes iIn
equal rights of all religious
groups. Hasina said and called
for continuing the movement
to restore the values of the lib-
eration war and establish
truth. justice and humanity --
the essence of all religions.

Resource bank

From Page 1 Col 5

While his attention was
drawn to the outcome of pro-
posed South Asian Preferential
Trade Arrangement (SAFTA),
the SAARC Chairman said it
was still at the formulating
stage. A draft agreement has
been prepared and the com-

| merce ministers of SAARC

countries will meet in Novem-
ber to work out the final
framework for approval of the
seventh summit in Dhaka.

He believed SAFTA is in the
mutual interest of South Asian
countries, because intra-re-

trade is very small now.

¢ lieberalisation is very
much needed SAARC
countries for the mutual bene-

| fit of all.

Premadasa stiressed the
need for working out arrange-

ment to set up a resource bank
for promotion of trade among
the countries.

rﬁplyh‘ a question about
s C opposition leaders’
mee in i, Premadasa

said he has no information as
to what had taken place there.
He said a SAARC parliamentary
group may be organised and
parliaments of these countried
may apply to the next summit
for of such a group.
In that case, members of the
opposition will automatically
be involved, he said.
The SAARC Chairman em-
phasised the need for ex-
of visits among mem-
bers of chamber of commerce,
lawyers and journalists to
better understanding
Replying to a question about
a newspaper report that lran
and have applied for
SAARC membership, Pre-
madasa said he has no official

information but if they Eply.
their applications would re-

cetve due consideration.

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 5: Myanmar on Monday announced
the suspension of all “offensive” military operation against
rebel forces in an effort 1o clam ethnie strife in the countyy. a

third of which ts in revolt against the ruling junta.

Burmese Foreign Minister U Ohn Gyaw. in his speech o
the General Assembly. also rejected Western criticism of
Burma's human rights practices or the military junta’'s slow
progress toward restoring democracy, reports AP,

From Page 1 Col 5 .

The SAARC Chairman noted
most of the member countries
had already passed legislation
to combat the menace of ler-
rorism as per carlier summit
deciston.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman sald during be
talks, Premadasa paid rich
tributes to Shaheed President
Zssur Rahman who took the
inftiattve in launching a forum
for cooperation in South Asia.

Premadasa specially com-

President Maumoon
Abdul of the Maldives
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia for contributing
positively towards further
" hening the seven-na
thon through various in-
stitutional measures.

The President of the island-
country greeted Begum Zia for
demonstrating dynamic and
courageous leadership during
her visit to Sr1 Lanka Ll year.
which would be in
thé minds of our x

The ou Chair-
man the that

Zia, who will become
the next chairperson of the
forum, would give it "a trusted

 { leadership will .
Mfm good h.“l;:
in the rlFlon.' Pre-

an

The visiting President ex-
pressed his gratitude for warm
welcome and the highest or-
der of hospitality extended to
himself, his wife and members
of his entourage in Dhaka. “It's
great honour for my country
and the people.”

Begum Zia. the spokesman
sald, lauded the dynamic lea-
dership of President Prema-
dasa as chairman of SAARC and
for undertaking various im-
portant initiatives for
bolstering cooperation under
the grouping.

The Prime Minister ap-
prised the Lankan President of
Bangladesh's various efforts for
poverty alleviation, with par-
ticular reference to the impor-
tant role played by Grameen
Bank.

She attached great impor-

Khaleda, Premadasa

Focusing on bilateral mat-
ters, the two leaders ex-

tween the two countries and
emphasised its further expan-
shom.

They stressed expansion
and dtversification of trade re-

lations., more int ventures

the two mnm and hoped
it 1o be implemented soon.
While the inter-
national jssuwes eof ecommon
eoncern, the two leaders ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
excellent cooperation in vari-
ous international fora such as
the United Nations, Non-
Aligned Movement and Co-

e Minister than-
ked the visiting President for
his country's support to
Bangladesh efforts for resolv-
ing the Myanmar

lems. Nearly 2.65 lakh
Rohingya refugees have
t:rnncjyintu Bangladesh and
are awaiting repatriation.

The two leaders that
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
would continue to cooperate
bilaterally and wunder the
purview of SAARC as 'very in-
timate friends’. _

Editorial on Page 4

~ Sick units

From Page | Col 7
the banks to bring back disci-
pline in the financial sector.
The meeting also reiterated
the rnment opinion that
the rehabilitatign process
should run on bank-client re-

lationship said that the

rnment uld not pres-
surise the banks into providing
loans to the sick units.

In the backdrop of this
bank-client relationship a
number of persons concerned
with the Sick Industries
Revival and Rehabilitation Cell
felt that the process of reha-
bilitation wc bog down be-
cause of the attitude of the

They also observed that the
government, particularly the
Finance Ministry was trying to
rehabilitate only a lccuunlh::f
the sick units ignoring
recommendations of the Cell.

The banks that financed the
sick projects have in the
meantime sent letters to their
clients asking them to repay
their dues and in case of in-

for their rehabilitation.

The recommendations of
the Cell, formed in the first
half of last as per the di-
rective of Prime Minister,
identified 15865 sick units that

| could be rehabilitated.
The Cell also pre sec-
tor-based and unit- rec-

ommendations to rehabilitate
the sick units and prevent fur-
ther sickness of those and

House wife killed

By DMCH Correspondent
One Amena 22, was
allegedly killed by her father-

in-law as she purchased some
househgld utensils without
r from her in-
- m relatives said

Hmd-yltl'.ltml‘lmplnl.

convenience to contact per-.

Premadasa
leaves for home
today

Sri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa leaves
for home today (Tuesday)
ending his three-day visit to
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

Premadasa, current
Chairman of the seven-nation
SAARC. came here Sunday to
apprise Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia of the forum's ac-
tivities since he took over as
its Chairman at the sixth
summit in Colombo last year.

He came to talk SAARC al-
fairs ahead of the next summit
scheduled for December 12-14
in Dhaka.

Sarajevo
From Page 1 Col 4

think '-'Ela very carefully before
he goes forward . . . He would
be burning bridges in what
would be a very unwise way."

Karadzic has eco in
a letter that a UN-enforced
"no-fly” zome would upset the
strategic balance in Bosnia-
Herzegovina because the

Serbs, the only ethnie group
with planes, need them be-

cause their und forces are
out numbvrufo

Western allies have called
for a UN-declared ban on
Bosnian military ts
Bosnia. Last mmg.-h:
the United States would en-
force such a ban militarily f

Vance and Britain's Lord
Owen. the co-chatrmen of the
peace conference, sald a
Karadzic withdrawal would
scuttle talks scheduled to be-
gin Tuesday among military
in Sarajevo I:r a
step-by -step demilitarization of



