8 The Dty St
s Feature

Edu

N "the p-nt
few.

nyl ltl'l'l wan

m We had practically no
home work.. All the learning ﬂ-nh—n-rl ll.umh

was done In school Dr Maria

Montessori s metho WS
hﬂ applied In ¢ Is

in u-::ltﬁm..l
inltlhmim in other urban
centrea by ‘experts’ who
imbibed the met during

the later part of 1980s. In
. we ourselves acquired

[y in kindergarten
to: the individual

brilllance of our teachers. No
particular procedure was

W m::unn method In

acquire mastery
over a age with all 1ts
labyrinths of grammar and
pronunciation. Rescarch and

g

ving' beyond the pow-
ers of an adult have led to in-
novations where adulis can
learn a foreign language as a
child acquires expertise in its
mother tongue. Of course, all
children do not display such

ability or have the :
thh

:r' I-nlr -hlll:y -hn
up with

previous expecta
Ilnhrw'un is a Qerman
word meani a children's
garden. Froebel, the founder,
was an educationist holding
ideas as Montessori's
task of the teacher is to

clcar the for natural forces
to work . The child's own
ability is stimulated and di-

rights as of their own. Such
kindergartens often pay thetr
teachers badly, and even when
thetr lerms are , the
benefit does not reach the
pupll. For the last two decades
or more wg find students be-

loaded with homework as

in s hools.

ndermm. should
be :h-mu ud:m
that hnrm the st nits. Al

present mothers have to be
alert to chase their children
off 1o school belfore 8 am, un-
fed or fed on confectionery
food. Like breast-feeding, we

The first sensitive period is the one to six years of age
when children have a fantastic capacity to acquire
mastery over a language with all its labyrinths of

rected without inte in
any way — a dictum not at all
casy to t. The &-I;
tation to tell the child to
this or not to do that can be
overwhelming. But as instruc-
tors have found, inquisitive
children who will not ligten,
pay heed alter they have been
‘burnt’! A fall from a chair
teaches a toddler to leave
chairs and sofas alone.

Modern-day kindergartens
flourtsh in most urban centres

but they perform the
reverse ol what either Maria
Montessori or Froebel iIn-

tended. The majority of chil-
dren are not exactly a picture
of joy, or expressive, self-dis-
ciplined and aware of nlhtn‘

SN QRS proninataen. =

know now that home-cooked
food is best. Variety in diet or
taste can be provided by bring-
ing in food from outside after
choosing that particular eating
place with care. Some prefer
to visit a friend or relative,

spectally if the cook, whether a

hired help or the mistress of
the house, is a culinary expert.
Not all friends or relatives

¢ or can afford/manage

that satisfics. As far as a
tiny pupil is concerned, with-
out a sound how can one
have a keen mind?

Children taught at home
from age three fare better in
the world. The mother should
be the first teacher: holog-
ically it scts ﬂ'I-E mind in the

right direction. The mother
should be free o scold or beat

the child 1o enforce discipline.

charge. Radieo and TV pro-
grammes can popularise this
aspect of education.

'J six years of age, the
child must be entertained as
well: a visit to a 200, a botanical
or amusement park a museum
a lactory — whether using tra-
dittional or currenf technology
The time allotted must be
theirs not to the adult's

choosing. The children’'s stay
must be long enough to give

contentment, not

disappointment.

If children have to spend
their time at home on home-
work, they are better off
studying at home. Food is no

Children learning to
write or doing their sums put
the date on top of the page.
They can be taught to look up
the day, month and year ac-
cording to the Bangla and
English calendars from the

The Great Onrush into Higher Education
Continues

ERMAN universities
and Fachhechschulen
(FH) are about to expe-
rience a dramatiec deve-
lopment. Because of the still
unsolved [inancial problems,
the unabated surge into higher

education is becoming a
matter of great concern for the
FH and the educa-

tion ministers of the 16 Bun-
Together with lead-
tatives of science

., they have
minis-

_i

ing
and
appealed to the

ters for improved [(inancial

edutation qualification. There
arc currently 1.71 million stu-
dents registered at the 343
universities and colleges in
Germany; 4.5 per cent more
than last year.

Going on the latest KMK
forecasts, Prof Hans-Uwe
Erichsen (Monster University),
president of the Universi
Principals Conference (H
assumes that as much as 40
per cent of a yeargroup will
soon be following study
courses. Addressing the
assembled German university
principals at their annual

mee in Frankfurt/Main, he
called a marked change of
course in higher education fi-

nance. |, sometime soon, 40

:rcmloflyurgroupmld
studies, higher

edm:ntlun institutions
not go on being financed as if
it were only 20 per cent he ar-

first-year
students annually

Erichsen went on to point
out that, in the old Bundeslan-
der alone, the number of first-
year students had risen from
an annual 160,000 in 1977 to
270,000 today.

New Bundeslander
Desired professional

further training

Out of every 100 working persons with this qualification

Master craftsman,

Technician

Higher Education
are interested

in vocational
qualification courses

Instead of the 900,000 stu-
dents in 1977, there were now
1.6 million in the old Bundes-
lander, without a corres -
ing increased allocation of
state funds. Whereas a share of
1.3 per cent of the GNP was
devoted to the financing of
higher education in 1977, this

figure had dro to a bare
1.0 per cent :

It was this back-
ground, Eric complained,

that the German university
ideal, the teaching and leam-
# mmunil{' conceived by

lhelm von Humboldt, was
being sacrificed to the mass
university and an austerity
policy. In 1977, a lecturer had
to look after 10 students; today
this figure has grown to 16.
The ratio at Fachhochschulen
is much higher: 1:33.

Other eminent university
represcntatives at the annual
forum likewise complained
that, in view of the massive in-
flux of students and the severe
austerity policy in recent
years, education had a raw deal
at higher education institu-
tions. Specialization and voca-
tional training, pure and sim-
ple, had ous lar the German
educational ideal.

Technical School

&

Skilled workers

"-"1

Appeals were being made to
university teaching stafl net
only to teach students special-
ized knowledge: they should
also educate students to be so-
cially critical. The important
and essential task of teaching
s knowledge aside, this

implies that students must
not only assume responsibility
lor themselves; the must also
do so for soctety and the

comumunity.

Prof Hinrich Scidel
(Hanover University), presi-
dent of the Ewu Univer-

sity Principals Conference,
pointed out thalt morc and
more Hﬂthﬁl’h seclors were
trained persons, m

Federal blic of Germany
and in ring Europecan
couniries.

It was essential for univer-
sitics to take a closer look al
the working world. This, how-
cver, also called for global
knowiedge, not just special-
ized training. If universitics
were to become places of crit-
ical reflection once more, then
the politicians would have to
put them in the position to do
-

Reform Inescapable
Meanwhile the education
ministers of the Lander are

sccking solutions to co
the anticipated :ludcnlp‘;urgt

in the estimation of the educa-
tion ministers of both the SPD

and Union Lander, edu-
cation institutions 1 have 10
go on adapting themselves to

overcrowded conditions and a
continued economy policy for
some years to come. "We must
goodbye to the lie about
zlnnd, to the finance minis-
ters’ {llusion of being able to
drive a tunnel through the stu-
dent mountain,” said Hans Ze-
hetmair, Bavaria's education
minister.
The “overload™ is becoming
a “permanent load,”' he
warned. Politics "must sume-
mon up the courage to mobi-
lize existing reserves and carry
out reforms.” These remarks
triggered violent criticism
among the university princi-

Whilst on this su t, Ze-
hetmair also cri the be-
haviour of some professors
who "shirk their responsibility
of teaching nafve students at
all costs and seek refuge in re-
scarch activity”. Dieter Breit-
enbach, the spokesman for the
SPD-led Bundeslander in the
Education Ministers Confer-
ence and the Saarland's
science minister, also consid.
ers university reform
inevitable.

In this context, Anke
Brunn, Northrhine-West-
phalia's science minister, has
presented a “Teaching Quality
Action Programme” which is
designed to reduce the length
of time spent on studies at
higher education institutions
in the largest Bundesland, and
to orgariize university teaching
on more eflective lines.

it plans pastoral care by tu-
tors in students’' first semes-
ter, the completion of ques-
tionnaires, in which students
will be asked to assess the
teaching performance of their
professors, financial rewards

for attractive lectures, and the

at tempt to split the MA
studies course Into a six
scmester basic nt, ecul-
minating in a degree

Education
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A Feared But Necessary Reform
in Education

ture. it alse brings out
major f[act of society: the
opening up of the up
ondary school and t
university to the great majority
whereas previously these had
nnlyba:nm le to a mi-

In IH. 45% of people un-
der 20 were students. In
1990, there were 60%. The
success rate in the baccalau-

real higher person in twenty
held this certificate. In 1970,

it was one in ive and, In 1991,

-

Education going through a metamorphosis in France.
of the baccalaureat).

one in two. The

Minister Lionel was to
“lead 100% of a to
training and a qualification”.

Today, the "Education Na-

cation,

machine dispensing
[:-"-’E:: 13 million st
dents, is nearly a quar-

tionale”. in France, teachers

mﬂrldqflchoollhndbnnlnm_ﬁl

umlwﬁethMm

qﬂwﬂlclhhurqf!ducnﬂaw.
Mwmmmmmm":

be overhauled.

mary school teachers and the
360,000 lower secondary
school teachers in the 60,000
primary schools, 5,000 lower

schools and 2,600
lycees training up to

Together with higher edu-
administration and
technical stafl, more than
1,300,000 civil servants de-

tionale” is a complex and im- pend on the "Education Na-

g“d ty” Indltl:ldfrﬂll‘!‘

guu{mhﬂllnnhmm
this in 1992. In four years,
amount has increased
and 7,000 teaching posts
been created. In t

— Photo: L'Actualite en France

riod, universities took in
280,000 more students and
gave out 100,000 extra grants.

University 2,000 —

The creation of 28 profes-

The ministerial rrl:;jut
proposed: — to hten the
timetable, to renew the

labus and to review and extend

the different categories of the
baccalaureat — to close down

nemployment”.
He also intended to create a
of "tutors” to give sup-

port to small groups of

dents. Their con-*
tribution would come on of
the actual teaching by

the lecturers.

The “Jospin reform™ has
caused doubt and uncertainty
among some and resistance

and nervousness In others.
This is because the "Education
Nationale” has suffered from
: may ﬂﬂ'!‘f“ reforms in the
t a cent .
B )
ﬂ'“ but did not improve or
rely improved the system.
Protesters increased their
action to fight the minister's
projects. They criticized .their
‘make-shift® aspect and the
lack of concertation with those

“inister Lionel Julpirrl

departure last spring
replacement by Jlnk
ular Hlntltrr of C
s quietened things
Without calling into qmﬂ
the neecessity and the main
lines of the reform wunder-
taken, the latter has clu:uln'l

t'l.l!'l;

to extend and decpen the

concertation of

The problems
will, indeed, one day prove
necessary to bring about
changes in the system, but
how will it be possible to find
democratic solutions with so

many different partners with

such con interests?
However, a basic consensus
does exist for

hope.
Polls reveal that, of all their in-
stitutions, education inspirea
the most confidence in the
French and they are prepared
to make many sacrifices for its
sake. — L'Actualite En France

(Baccalaureus Artium/ Bache-
lor of Arts) and second seg-
ment., culminating in an MA
degree (Magister Ar-
tium/Master of Arts).

To quote Frau Brunn, the

action programme is not in-
tended to be a “reprimand for
professors” or an "admonishing
f[inger for students”. Shorter
study courses are not an end in
themselves.

Anyonc spending a few
scmesters abroad, or a would-
be physicist attending arts lec-
tures, does not study longer.
On the other hand anyone
"exp@riencing his higher edu-
cation iInstitution as .a
labyrinth, in which he cannot
fathom the technical intrica-
cies for semesters on end” re-
ally does lose time.

Bonuses for
successful professors

The programme plans lo
subject university teaching
stafl to “routine student criti-
cism of lectures”. To this end,
students will be given ques-
tionnaires during a trial period
and asked to express
opinion, for example, on the

ment of lecture matter,
its com ibility and pre-
sentation, lecture style or the
lecturer's readiness to indulge
in discussion with the stu-
dents. The questionnaires are
to be evaluated by the higher
education institutions them-
selves.

In future, five prizes, worth
Dm 26,000 each, will be of-
fered annually to professors
with the best teaching stan-
dards. In addition, there are to
be further bonuses, preferen-
tial approval of materials, spe-
cial leave and sabbatical
semesters for professor whose
teaching programmes prove
particularly successful. In this
connection, Frau Brunn states:
"So far, teaching stafl have
sensed little of their
or rejection. This will soon

change.”

According to the lady min-
ister, the Magisterstudium
(master of arts course) is in n
“sad state”. U
of Students tmk nﬁ 1r
courses ture nw

prematurely;
length of studies comes

18.5 percent.

A joint commission for
studies reform. set up by the
ministry, has suggested
strecamlining the courses,
building in greater reference
to the working world and
"separaling basic segment and
subsequent consolidation alter
six semesters through a
carcer-qualifying sortfe.”
Relative pilot study courses are
to be set up at several higher
education institutions in
Northrhine-Westphalia.

- Streamlining the

teaclﬁngpmmmm
Klaus von Trotha, Baden-

Wurttemberg's science minis- '

ter, intends to place: greater
em is on the ical
and didactical abilities of uni-
versity teaching stafl. They are
to be given greater considera-
tion in the appointment of
professors in future.

The minister likewise
favours the regular questioning
of students about the quality of
the teaching they are offered.
in view of the feared further
growth in the student popula-
tion, von Trotha advocates a

streamlining of the teaching

programme and greater con-

centration on the essentials.

Inter alia an up-lo-date
analysis prepared by the Con-
ference of the Ministers of Ed-
ucation and Cultural Allairs
(KMK] — which confirms that
the trend towards longer pert-
ods of study in the Federal Re-
public of Germany continues
unabated — constitutes the
background for diverse delib-
erations in the individual Bun-
deslander.

Three years ago, the KMK
agreed on various recommen-
dations, which planned, iIn
particular, better information
and counselling on study
courses, the publication of
comparative data on the length
of studies per discipline at
different universities, details
on the importance of shorter
lengths of study on the em-
ployment market, improved
use of seminars and libraries
and better organization of ex-
aminations. Positive effects of
these recommendations are

still not ascertainable, the
is states.

In the opinion of the educa-

tion ministers, the' tradition-

ally liberal and open studies
system in West Germany has
been largely iristruniental in

the sicady increase in the av-
erage length of studies in the
last few years. Attention fis
drawn to the fact that, com-
pared with other countries,
where there s greater
"schoolification” of. university
studies, study courses take

lo in Germany,
n programime
to reduce length of
studies

The Donors Association for
Promoting Arts and Sciences

in Germany intends to sicp up
the discussion of length of

study courses in Germany,
These patrons from German
industry and commerce are
raising Dm 1 million annually
to support their actiun pro-

gramime, initiated a yea
Under the tcrms uf lhil

programme, . each of the
“twelve [astest faculties” in the
old Bundeslander is to be
awarded money prizes for the

first ten graduates completing
*heir courses in th‘l: riest
time. The ex-

tent to which universitics can,
without problem, guarantee
students laboratory and practi-
cal training places, Is also of
crucial importance. — [N Press
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