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ings, but through the -
d of trade and commerce, thar r:ﬂr

pulse can be sufficiently stimulated to
dent in our masstve problems of po-
lation, poverty. illiteracy and low productivity.
time has come also because other regions are
toming together and creating trade and tariff
walls around them making it difficult, if not tm-
le, for outside countries from with
uotln;:n.dln fact as the idea of free trade and liberalisa:
economy Is gaingng currency. regional trade
“fortreases” seem to be emerging all over the place.
However, there are several issues that need to
be mmm examined before we start tmple-
In this regard a step by step ap-
, is what we think will be most judicious.
‘ first that will have to be examined
1is the impact of SAPTA on the so-called weaker
regional economies. What will be the role of
‘countries like Maldives, Bhutan, not to mention
' Nepal, Bangladesh and Shri Lanka, be in the face
?ul'l:rc:‘lﬁer economies of Pakistan and India. We
'also need to examine what specific items
‘each of us will be able to include in the
ential tl'ld“l.lif agreement. Whatever be the obsta-
‘cles, we tl:l;:eﬂtn take new initiattve to have
: mmmn( on inc intra-regional
: within SAARC. There will be ﬁﬂculllr:sg.l but
/then, as President Premadasa said to a group of
.editors yesterday “Unless something dramatic is
done, trade between the countries of SAARC is
‘not likely to go up in any satisfactory manner."
. We must realise from the very outset that for
'the SAPTA to have any chance of tg:]ttmg off the
gound. it will have to have the total support of
€ private sector. We must also remember that
the private sector cannot be forced or goaded
into for it. It can o be made to partici-
te A. if it results in greater profit.
There lies the challenge before the gov-
emments. They must create the right environ-
" iment through appropriate tariff measures, credit
facilities tax incentives, so that a natural cli-
mate for greater intra-regional trade is created.
We have noticed, a bit to our disappointment, that
most of the contacts between the SAARC coun-
have remained confined within official cir-

. This must now be widened to inclu repre-
ﬁ'llnthtbud,e co-

of ?be Chambers should be explored.
mf ble, set up without further delay.
re..{l;enccdu to gear itself up to doing
economic field. We are happy to
emphasis in these areas in the pro-
nouncements of the Shri Lankan Presldcnt_pbut
we cannot but int out that there has never
been any dearth of intentions and plans in SAARC.
What we have missed out on, is action to imple-

them. SAPTA could the type of
mmmmc cohesion that gar::di'sm its initial

. President Premmadasa must be acutel

aware of that fact. We urge the SAAR
Chairperson to use his good offices for the rest of
I;utﬂmtomtnﬂthatad]:'aﬂu?tyﬁﬂh
um:}ly . Bangladesh, to whom the -
Smdwﬂl come next, may be counted

to follow throught in right earnest.

, @s she is more popularly known all over
bcontinent, represents the victory of the
l?htmrthm of darkness, of good over

emons Madhu and Kaitabha and the
dreaded one, Mahisha, all were prevailed
w gods' supreme armour of a woman
w one till today prays 'Dehi devi saub-
arozﬂ:n dehi sukham/Roopang

o wmand ldmk ﬁdwﬂfmm
in piness uc cure, victory
fame and, "3] beauty lmmStuderﬂis ofat:té

maze of subcontinental mytho
bolism and other s cances lt?tnnda
for, people of the order of the late-lamented
Heinrich Zmmmmer, have found in Devi a connec-
tion with Adyashakti — the first mother from

which all creation, gods included, issued.

It was in the genius of the people to make an
utterly loveable and homesick young bride of that
most formidable character. When invoked by the
name of Durga — the martial connection is still
retained. But it is Uma who comes on a 'natyor’
trip to her father's place in the Eastern Himalayas
from her groom's abode in Kailasa, on the west-
ern the range. From Devi to to Uma, —
the cm from high godhood to just a homesick
young , there Is the intimate connection for you.

The good and evil dichotomy came to scrip-

ration in Zarathushtra's idea of Ahura
Mazda and Ahriman, the god of light and that of
darkness,— the direct essors of the Judeo-
Christian duo of and satan. The same has a
subcontinental re tion in the be-
tween Devi Durga and the demon Mah . Like
%ww in Zarathushtrean Persia and the

Scandinavia — regardless of what it
should bring for you. You must work for the vic-
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tory for whatever stands for light. Whatever
resents the m;mmt.ﬁth:myrhdtmg:
h-ly&fdug uman conflict have meaning
thtgn is In this that the dﬂ?ﬁmﬂt-
over shortsigh aggrandisement
the ual ego. This grand strife encom-

all of modern man's latest concerns —
mmdnnucmholmunwnm
taminated outer to mm
mdmt“o:ltyltrmcndnuubmdcoﬂmﬂn
will to overcome these, but also all the
Elﬁthcwu.hthﬂwhythedﬁmm
— @ run of luck, too ? :

oo (s s dmfagwty to
one —
all the admirers of Devi.

— | The New World Order and International Eco

Development Issues

M Syeduzzaman writes from Washington

na organizations. It -nuj:l
be useful to recount them. f

not for anything clse, at least
for keeping track of the igsues.

ing ltl'ﬂ.ﬂ

policies structural adjust-
ment. It is fronic that at this
time when efforts of develop-
ing countries are gathering
momentum, resources support
for them s on the decline and
the international trading and
exchange arrangements are in
a state of turbulence and
uncertainty. At a time when all
developing countries and many
industrial countries are urging
speedy and successful comple-
tion of the U Round of
Multilateral

in order to improve market

access for developing coun-

ettt

countries. While the new strat-
egy has admitiedly addressed
the debt problem of some

A Review of IMF-World Bank Mceting
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economic policies pursued by
both and industrial
countries. domestic sav
ings and efforts play the domi-
nant role in mobilization of in-
vesiment resources, bilateral

and multilateral aid have the

structural measures In a
closely coordinated manner.
To meet the technical assis-

by major industrial countries,
notably the USA. US-IMF rela-
tion s not the best at this
time, which may further com-
plicate the matter.

The industrial countries are

still to a fresh alloca-
tion SDR which could be

very useful at this time, par-
ticularly for the Eastern Euro-

income countrics under the
enhanced structural adjust-
ment facility (ESAF) are about
io be exhausted. It has been
decided by the Fund to extend
the period for the commit-
ment of ESAF resources to end
of November 1993, when the
current will lapse. The

G-24 Ministers strongly urged

tial amount
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policies and trade policies of
the industrial countries. Only
this could help restore a sup-
porting international environ-
ment and

international community. An
important decision taken at
the Development Committee is
lo carry out an annual review of
the interlinkages between
policies of industrial and de-
veloping countries. Such re-
view will particularly focus on
trade. The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
have been advised to under-
take and publish on a regular
basis their assessments of the
impact of changes in world
trade patterns on the develop-
ing countries.

In the Bangkok meecting last
year there was unanimous
agreement on the develop-
ment objectives of the 90s —
reduction of poverty, achieve-
ment of sustainable growth,
and action to protect the envi-
ronment which would be
essential for meeting both
. It was also

objectives action would be

nceded to increase the volume -

and effectivencss of resources.
Further, it was realized that
success in these ob-

meeting
jectives will depend on the

tance needs of these coun-
irtes, which has been

the highest priority by the in-
dustrial countries. the G-7
have asked the World Bank to
form a technical assistance
support group, icularly for
Russia to cwrrr:u bilateral
and multilateral technical as-
sistance. They have also been
advised to rapidly undertake
privatization, removal of
rigidities In the enterprise
sector, and to strengthen mi-
croeconomic effliciencies to at-
tract foreign capital and In-
vestment. THey need 1o mobi-
lize invesiment resources and
foreign exchange ecarnings.
While the of them, the
Russian Federation, is attract-
ing major political support
urging the IMF to speedily
conclude . the re-
source s for the other
countries are yet o receive
quantification and endorse-
ment.

Undoubtedly the IMF will
neced more resources o re-
spond to the situation. This
calls for

the Fund and the donor coun-
iries to establish a conces-
sional successor to the ESAF.
The Fund Executive Board has
instead decided to review the
eflectiveness of ESAF pro-
grammes and to examine the
options and operational
modalities of a possible suc-
cessor facility. But there was
no positive indication from any
of the donors In support of
ESAF's continuation,

Although total resource
flows 10 the developing coun-

trics increased only moder-’

ately In real terms In 1991,
they are still far below the
levels achieved in early 80s.
Decp concern was expressed
about Lhe emerging trend of
net negative transfers from the
Bank to its borrowing coun-
tries. Concern was also ex-
pressed that after 25 years of
for increasing ODA to

0.7% of GNP and promises,
the overall ratio of offictal de-
velopment assistance to GNP s
still only 0.34%. Some indus-
trial countries undertook at
the Rio Conference to attain
the target by the year 2000,
but that was before the recgnt
The environmental issues
uppermost in the minds of de-
veloping and industrial coun-

ture of [DA 1s critical for ad-
dressing the problems of al-
most BOO million exist-
ing below the line in
low-income countries. Human
development needs,
highlighted in the UNDP re-
port, remain underfunded and
will suffer further if there 1s no
growth in IDA resources.
While the Development
Committee highlighted the
need for looking
totality of resource transfers to
dml:?in; countries, admis-
sion of the states of the
USSR into the Bretton Weods

e R

rowing members. Though
there has been no dearth of as-
surances from most of the

Fa

all
grammes. But so far success in
the case of low Income coun-
. has been a rebound In foreign
::;-ut-nuhthp-u-_h
a
IME“"’M
markets |(n income
countries, particularly in East

tries of the former Soviet

Unfon, East European coun-

trics. and some emerging

markets in Indochina. The

need for additional measures
bee

have r ted to add
tutl‘urtmpﬂnth
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tructure and the
maintenance of a free and
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trics will need a very substan- donors as well as from the top  port growth,

HEN national mino-
rities in the Northern
Caucasus threatened

to terrorise the Georgian
capital Thilisi in August, resi-
dents of Joseph S ‘s brith-

R;h'nc of Gorl have little doubt
their country's problems
should be solved.

Democracy, they say, has
brought them economic mis-
ery, a breakdown in law and
order, and rebellious national
minorities. The eclections
scheduled to be held on Octo-
ber 1 are being seen as a
mecans 0 pul a strong man at
the held again.

With no obvious candidate
to follow in the footsteps
former Soviet dictator, older
Georgians are putting their
trust in President Eduard She-
vardnadze. Younger people
have not given up on the de-
posed Georgian der Zviad
Gamsakhurdia.

"The people want a strong

man like Stalin to rule the
country,” says 8|-year-old
Scrgel hvili, sitting on
a bench in the park by the
Stalin Museum.

"Democracy is okay, but
discipline is better,” adds re-
tired teacher Shalwa Kukulava.
“When Shevardnadze really is
in power, he will, of course,
install discipline. He won't be
as good as Stalin but he knows
what he is doing.”

GCeorgia’'s B0-member state

of the

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms ‘are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Georgia: Nostalgia for Stalin

council have held at least two

groups from Kabardino-Bal-
kharia, North Ossctia, Chec-
henya, Trﬁlh:th and Dag-

hestan in Confedecration of
North Caucasian Mountain
Peoples. :

Muslim by religion, Lhe
Abkhazians make up 40 per
cent of the region’'s population.
Gcecorgians, who arc mainly
Christian account for 45 per
cent, with the various other
nationalities including Armeni-
ans, making up the rest.

Georgian troops occupied
the city of Sukhumi in mid-Au-

id to liberate senior govern-
ment officials held hostage in
Abkhazia, as well as to stop at-
tacks on the vital ratflway lnk-
ing Russia with Georglan and
Armenia. Eight of the 11
hostages were [reed.

Mcanwhile, Abkhazian lead-
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trial plants could not compete
with the equivalent ones im-
ported from abroad. If such
entrepreneurs are now given
assistance to rehabilitate their
prur‘ectl without explaining

er conduct, honest en-
trepreneurs and future in-
vestors will wonder whether
honesty is really the best pol-

icy. .

ment and technical
cadres will have to share the
burden of responsibility for
turning many a projects sick.
The tendency in our country is
to blindly increase the price to
adjust operating losses. It
is for the nt and the
technical people to come up
with alternates and sugges-
tions to reduce the cost of

‘Item:

With recent political changes bringing
them only economic misery and conflict,
Georgians are hankering to be led again by
a strongman with a moustache. James
Doresy of IPS reports from Gori, Georgia

crs, hecaded by Parliament
Spcaker Viadislav Ardzinba,
regrouped their armed forces
in Gudauta, 50 km north of
Sukhumi.

The confederation warned
that it would turm Thilis! into a
"arca ol terror and danger,”
adding that cvery Georgian

living in the Northcern Cauca-
sus was a “potential hostage.” [t
wenl on to say that the con-
[ederation was sending volun-
tecers o Abkhazia to reinforce
the rebel forces.

Responding on Georgian
television, Shevardandzc said
this week that il the confeder-

—
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production. A recent example
is the increase in the price of
newsprint. There are paper-
makers and cost accountants
in BCIC who have the compe-
tence to pinpoint factors re-
nranlﬂ:k: for such high cost,
almost highest in the world. of
producing newsprint from
cheap raw materials. But pos-
sibly their voice is too far from
the seat of power.

Consumer goods industries
in the public sector are said to
lose whereas similar ones op-
erated by multi-nationals are
making fabulous profits. Of
course, some public sector
projects are announcing profit,
even while operating at, as low
as 50% operating efficiency.
Let us analyse a recent news
Purchasing cement
clinker at about per ton
the urlnd:lh:! Factory is selling
the finis cement al over
$100 per ton. Taxes, grinding

and are the ex-
penses | which surely
do not cost as high as $50 per

ton. No wonder Tk 6.5 core
profit can be earned even

though the plant operated at
little over 50% capacity, The
public sector projects are thus
providing price support for

private sector profitee and
spreading the virus nf':ir(:ﬁ:m

all over the industrial spec-

trum.

the

Our entrepreneurs,

honest ones included, have lit-

tle faith on technocrats. They
have no time or money for the
technical people to fiddle with.
There are graduate or so une-
mployed ‘nephews’ who can be
more trusted than a trained
cost accountant or industrial
engineer. In public sector,
departmental or cadre politics
(or battle of supremacy) always
favours the ones who have least
idea about industry. In these
circumstances the manage-
ment/technical cadres can not
flourish which in turn inhabits
the creation of an industrial
culture,

Unfair and incompetent
trade union practices also con-
tribute towards the sickness of

a project. A particular point of

alion carried out its threat he
would be forced to order a
gencral mobilisation of Geor-
gian armed forces.

Speaking in the state coun-
cil. an exhausted-looking She-
vardnadze said the confedera-
tion's statement was a
"declaration of war" and a
“plot against Georgia.” He said
he had written to United Na-
tions Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali asking
for UN observers to be sent to
Abkhazia.

Shevardnadze said Georgia
was stepping up security at
government buildings and in-
stallations, as well as at radio
and television stations and the
airport.

State council member Lana
Glogoberidze says Shevard-
nadze is on the telephone
daily, trying to persuade Ardz-
inba to return to Sukhumi as
president of Abkhazia, and to
allow Abkhazan forces to de-
fend the railway. Demanding
indcpendence for Georgia,
Ardzinba has so far rejected
Shevardnadze's proposals. :

"We cannot aflord, econom-
ically or morally, a long-drawn
out conllict,” says Glogob-
eridze, noting that Georgian
imports of Russian cereals and

glans are fearful of going

other basic foodstufls — as well
as Georgian exports o Russia
— have been interrupted for
the past 10 days because of the
conllict.

in the past few months, Ge-
orgia has sullered a loss of an
estimated 13 billion roubles as
a result of the troubles. Arme-
nian losses are estimated at
scven billion roubles. "Some-
thing has to happen,” says
Glogoberidze. "Otherwise we
will have to use military [orce.
We are preparing for war.”

The cry for law and order
has been reinforced by in- .
crcased crime in Tbilisi as a
result of police forces being
dispatched to Abkhazia. Geor-
into
the streets after dark. Friends
call each other after returning
home in the evening as a -
means of ensuring that they

At the same time, shortages
are highlighting the economic
crisis. Flights from Tbilisi are
rcgularly canceled because of
lack of fuel.

"Everything has got worse
here,” says Gagnitze, a 49-ycar-
old worker in a cooperative.
"Under. Stalin we had every-.
thing. In the old days we
not eat meat il it was not fresh.
Now look at what we have. The
shops would be full if Stalin

were in power.”

recent controversy is the cen-
tral control in determining

wa?ea under a declared policy
of free economy.

M A Hagq :
Green Road, Dhaka.

Justice sought

Sir, Recently, a very grisly
murder had silenced a merito-
rious second-year student of
Dhaka College for ever and had
rattled down all the best
dreams he himself and his
parents had been nurturing for
nearly two decades. The fact
that had been murdered al-

deployed near the aforemen-
tioned shopping centre. The
policemen were apparently -
protecting the shop-keepers

but they did not arrest any of
the murderers then. We want
to say that the policemen and
the persons responsible for
police in-action had commi-
tted unpardonable offence by



