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BCC : Time to Act

Two inter-related issues appear to have been
raised by a United States Senate sub-commit-
tee's report, published aundg. on the

C

redit and
International (BCCI).
of state funds and illegal
rrency by former president Hussain

n-ut:&mwc Bangladesh's role in
the

li

foreign

fraudulent and criminal ac-

BCC management in Dhaka
been involved.

., huge pay-offs to political
smuggling of millions of dollars etc.
have surprised few., and demand immediate at-

such a damning piece of allegation before
question naturally is: what now? The an-
ﬂl:y. is this: the government has to

without ambiguity. The Senate
are disturbing, because the govern-
in control of BCC Bangladesh since
. On that day. the bank was sus-
request from its parent body in Abu
all documents and account papers in
hes were seized by the government's
Yet. for the past 15 months, we have
about the alleged criminal activi-
ties of BCC . We have no doubt that the
auditors did a thorough job, but that begs the
question why no legal action has yet been put into
motion by either Bangladesh Bank or the finance
ministry. After all, even if a fraction of the accu-
sations contained in the Kerry sub-committee re-
be backed by evidence admissible in a

for taking tough legal measures.
Minister Saifur Rahman has certainly
by re-floating the bank under
. By all accounts, depositors of
are satisfied with the ements
of the Eastern Bank Limited, and we can consider
that chapter to be closed, with interests of those
having been looked after as much as was
possible under the circumstances. But what we
' consider closed is the issue of criminality
that may have been involved in BCC's operations
in esh prior to July 6, 1991. For one
, if such activities are allowed to go without
redress, even after the revelations in
'aahmgt%n. then that would send a wholly wrong
to the financial market. Rahman needs to
prevent such a signal from being sent. for the
sake of the rule of law, and honesty and discipline
the financial world. The finance ministry must
to a great deal of information about BCC's
dealings, and unless those information are made
m and legal actions taken against former of-
, then questions will remain unan-

ered which would not be conducive to the

healthy growth of private sector banking in this

country
Those that We are Blind to

blind to? Nothing, for here is a
should be counted among the most
of humans in a world that has suddenly
accommodate and to be considerate.
this is also the big group of men and women
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blind to. We are speaking of the blind — the
lakhs of them that are languishing in this country
in the disadvantages of their condition — whom

we should long have started calling the 'sightless’
and not blind.

On Saturday. the sightless held a massive
demonstration in the metropolitan city, pressing
for the implementation of a charter of 16 de-
mands. Most of these demands warrant serious
attention and some of these are worth acting
upon without delay although within the means
available to government. While we are on this
point, let us have it clear that all of the demands
are addressed to the government and are so de-
signed as to be taken care of by the government
and no one besides. We write to sympa-
with the demands and with much more that
sightless people are in need of. At the same
we must say to our handicapped citizens
their hurdles to a fair deal from so-
is the place the society accords them — a
lar dump of a place, that is. No amount of
demonstrations on the streets and government
concessions can effect a change In their social
position. A number of very high achieving sight-
less persons together with those few among the
‘sighted’ ones who have the right vision of the
society can work for correcting the social
malaise of discriminating against the disadvan-

More jobs to the sightless can be a way of prov-
ing to society that they are as useful as citizens or
members of the family as others are. But before
that facilities should be created for teaching the
in skills and trades that they may [ind
easy Lo cope with and even excel in. From music
to basketry to sculpture —there is a good range of
ust awaiting the sightless ones' arrival.

The above should presuppose a quantum of ed-
ucation for all sightless people. But the cause of
education for the has been such a sub-
md neglect that there doesn't exist in the

any home-grown literature or even a -
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society. Unchallenged this only widens the
chasm between the classes. If this affliction would
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since.
council, if at all in existence, s

no SUWCCCSSOor

animated sus . And
there is no sign of referendum
nce to de-
termine whether the mixed

pulation of Tamils, Sinhalese
and Muslims suppolt its
merger with the northern
province into a single Tamil-

dominated province.

Except for Tamil becoming
official ., the 'accord’
remains on paper. Premadasa's
assurance to New Delhi may
prove to be as much an eye-

wash as Jaywardene's state-
ment that the ‘accord’ has
been implemented. In reality,
there is nothing on the

ground.

govern-

ment sent a high-leve
team to the Netherlands to
discuss peace talks with
the National Democratic
Front, the umbrella organi-
sation of the Communist
Pagg of the Philippines
C and its armed group,
the New People's Army
(NPA).

Depthnews correspon-
dent Marites Sison-Paes
faxed an exclustve inter-
view with NDF Vice-Chair-
man Luis Jalandoni a for-
mer Catholic priest. Below
are his, and the NDF

Depthnews: Please com-

ment on the rnment's
peace offer. Why do think
did Philippine t Fidel

V. Ramos initiate this move
aflter being lukewarm to the
peace talks then initiated by
the previous Aquino govern-
ment?

Luis Jalandoni: President
Rambs is politically very un-
stable. He got only 23.5 per
cent of the vote and has to deal
with a factionalised Armed

in an ever-deepening crisis.

Under these conditions,
has embarked on a massive
media for reconcil-
jation and peace. Until the ex-
gjlurltury talks in the Hague,

s position of demanding the
surrender of the NDF, CPP and
NPA and the use of the
Philippine Constitution as the
sole legal framework for peace
negotiations had not changed.
The stress of his so-called
peace initiatives has been on
amnestly, a vain inducement to
surrender.

D: What does the NDF stand

Sri Lanka is the only meigh-
bouring country with which
india has no territorial, water
or such dispute. It in the
treatment ted the
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A Bmited stir is vis-
ible in a few coastal arems of
Tamil Nadu. The Pattall

says: “We have no sympathy for
the militants but this does not
mecan that we have no sympa-
thy for the Sri Lankan Tamils."

No doubt, New Delhi's own
track record has not been
clean. During the days of Mrs
Indira Gandhi's [oolish poli-

Delhi-Colombo Accord May still
Resolve the Tamil Proble

The writer recently paid a visit to Colombo
e e ———

cies, It made the LTTE into a

itself. Since then. it
smashed the LTTE s

meeting with the
tives of Indian
to clear, what the LTTE has
described as ‘a misunderstand -

lngi But India’s reply has becn
a no.
This may still not undo the

|

wrong New Delhi has done. But

New Delhi. But that phase is
hopefully over.

New Delhi tried 0 make
amends when it sent the In-
dian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF), which lost 1,800 men
and Rs 1,000 crore, to Night
the LTTE. To pacify Colombo's
fears, it also incorporated mils-
tary assistance in the ‘accord’

__BETWEEN THE LINES

this is no reason why Colombo
should drag its feet on the
‘accord’. The Tamils remain

and minority. The
LTTE is able to exploft them
because they nourish [he
grievance that they are not
getting their due. Colombe is
not fighting a Sinhalese-Tamil

way. It is ting inst the
LTTE, which has challenged

the country’s integrity.

By all means. Sri Lanka
should show no mercy 10 the
LTTE. But a military solution,
as it should have known by its
experience, is not possibie,
definitely not lasting The

1 Tigers,
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It must also be sald that
Jayawardene played many
gimes. He could have cffected
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is a plus point. Premadasa has
only 1o take the initiative and
he will fintl that a sflent ma-
jority is in favour of retrieving
the Tamils.

He should pick up
thread from where Jayawar-

| dene left it off. But if the situa-

tion is allowed to smoulder,
New Delhi may be sucked into
it without its wanting to do so.

ne Left Won't Veer from Socialist Road

round of peace negotlations,
what factors were taken into
cons ration in arriving at
this decision ?

LJP;IT!':HDFh-n the stand-
ing icy of seeking a just,
:ndurln;nndlhulun:‘pnuj :

If President Ramos shows
sings of a serious political will
to address the root causes of
the armed conflict, the NDF is
willing to respond.

in the meantime, we hawve
made it ¢ that the release
of more than 600 political
prisoners, a stop or deescala-
tion of the total war policy, the
repeal of oppressive laws giv-
ing justice to the teachers who
went on a 143-d h r
5 ay hunge

human rights organisations.
Another significant factor
has been the

Indeed, there were
some in the revolu

movement who pointed out
that President Ramos, as
Armed Forces Chief of Stafl in

tion of surrender and they
contended that it would be a
waste of effort to meet with
President Ramos' emissary.
However, a consensus did
that, considering new
factors such as President
Ramos' political instability and
the proven { ty of the
AFP to defeat NDF, CPP
and NPA, it is appropriate to

to gain by agreeing to another ‘take the step of going into
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Review of promotions

Sir, Receéntly some oflicials
have filed writ in High Court
and suit in Administrative
Appellate Tribunal against fir-
regular promotions to the
posts of Joint Secretary and

uly Secretary a few months
.#': A large number of senior
oflicers with service
records were superseded for
no fmult of their own and there
was scathing criticism on the
subjects in the independent
section of the press. In the
backdrop of this, the hon-
ourable Prime Minister ad-
dressed the officials a few days
aflter the promotion that case
of supersession will be re-

and there is no need
for the allected ones to go to
court.

After that, the aflected per-
sons met the Establishment
Secretary and State Minister
for Establishment a number of

. times and as time they

their atti-
t;':wﬂin they were left with

' no alternative but to file writ in

High Court and suit in
Administrative Appellate
Tribunal. After this, gov-
ermnment decided hurriedly to

hold the interviews of the su-

officials by the coun-

cil committee on basis of
the same principles which
they followed earlier. It is al-
leged that the government is
:zidn; to promote those who
suit to nullify the suit and

as an some more will
be promoted. The matter is
subjudice and it is not under-

— p——— e —

stood how at this stage gov-
ernment is trying to hold in-
terview when the basic policy
and principle of interview have
been challenged by the peti-
tioners in the High Court and
the Administrative Tribunal.
Moreover, it has been
proved beyond any doubt®that
promotion through this type of
interview is not fair and impar-
tial, where allegedly nepotism,
[avouritism and corruption play
the key role. Hence the only
just and fair basts for mo-
tion is seniority, ACR and
Dossters. This system is fol-
lowed everywhere except iIn
case of Secretariat promotions.
Holding of interview again by
the same le in the same
manner only result in rep-
etition of the same story. | also
appeal to the honourable
Supreme Court through this
umn to take cognizance of
this grossly irregular system of
promotion and put a perma-
nent end to it
Kabir Uddin Sarkar
Banan{ Dhaka .

Ashkona-Naddapra-
Dakshin Khan Road

Sir, We demand an immedi-

ate
ing
authorities in non-repairing

into the long-stand-

and cost s done to
the newl$-built Ashkona-
Naddapara-Dakshin Khan Road

that was constructed in April

this ]
1';=rmnd was constructed
LGEB after the local peo-
's voluntary contribution in

among others, are

the civil war. But it will not agree to a surrender

of its

principles, its weapons and the

mynimdmﬁmdmwe'
m

‘new official exploratory talks.
: Do you think President
Ramos has the

tion with military rebels and it
is known that he lost the votc
in the
1986 talks also
because the two sides

justice and that no pre-
condition shall be imposed to
negate the inherent character
and purpose of peace negotia-
tions.

If approved by President
Ramos and NDF Chairman
Manuel Romero, this recom-
mendation will mean that nei-
ther the Constitution nor the
NDF Constitution is insisted on
as the sole legal framework,
and the Precondition of sur-

render Is no longer held on to.
D: What lessons did the po
litical left learn from the fafled
talks ?
LJ: The fo Are some
of the major lessons from the

government panel then to
limit the agenda to national
reconciliation and rehabilita-
tion and amnesty, which is
nothing but a surrender
agcnda, was a major factor in
causing the collapse of the
talks.

c) A neutral foreign venue is

'needed. Holding the talks in

Manila, where government
power is concentrated, ren-
ders neutrality of venue unten-
able. Nor is it allowable to hold
it in the guerilla frontg of the
NDF/CPP/NPA, since the mass
organisations and arcas would
be exposed and subject to AFP
attack.

During the 1986-87 peace
talks, the AFP took undue ad-
vantage of the surfacing of un-
derground personnel of the
rcvolutionary movement for
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negligence of WASA .

—
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earth work of Tk 32,000. Then
LGEB came forward to con-
struct it under the tutelage of
local MP Quamrul Islam.

Just alter completion of
brick-laying, WASA digged it to
lay water pipes. But the repair-
ing of the road after digging by
WASA was not done intermit-

tently due just to negligence,
as

Already four months have
clapsed, there is no sign of re-
pairing the digged road by
WASA, in spite of requests
were made by the local leaders

come unuscable even by

- richshaws at some places.

We demand an urgent in-
quiry into the matter and re-
quest the authorities con-

. cerned to do the needful at the

carlicst. We also demand that
the culprits should be brought
to justice and punitive mea-
sures taken for causing utter
sulfering to the people.

Vox populi

define. be different
definitions mmn-ﬂmh
of thought. . perhaps,
all those schools would con-

=

“shakal desher shera sheje
amar janamobhumi® (my birth-
land is the best of all coun-
tries). Again, "emon deshe
Jjanomo niya amora garbo bodh
kori® (We feel proud taking
birth in such a country).

I was imbued with the ideas
of such verses. | felt proud of
my country—the best of all
countries of the world.

But alas! | have now been
mature enough to learn' that

neither my country is the best
the countries of the

mind regarding my country
has broken down.

the poeace Lalks, tting these
under survelllance, and
thereby significantly Increasing
their “intelligence stocks.”
Morcvover, the government
has in practice gone Lo Tripeli
in 1976 1o sign an agreenwent
with the Moro National Libera
tion Front (MNLF) and again
senl an emis to Saudi Ara-
bia in 1987 o hold talks with
the MNLF. It is also well
known that peace negotiations
to resolve armed conflicts in
different parts of the world
have been held in foreign

A ceasefire would be appro-
priate only when substantive
agreements have been forgded
in the negotiations. Before
that, the NDF remains willing
to have ceasefires for humani-
tarian reasons for a limited
time, for example, to allow
medical personnel to cross
battle lines, the release of
prisoners, or during Christmas

and New Year holidays.
D: Former Communist Part

because there’'s a political and
military standoff? Do you

agree? Who has the upperhand
now?

LJ: The AFP has failed in its

objective to defeat the revolu-

tionary movement by the end
of Mrs Aquino's term.
have readjusted their objec-
tives: "strategic control” by the
end of 1992 and "Strategic vic-
tory” by the end of 1993.

While the AFP remains mili-
tarily superior, capable of
mounting huge military opera-
tions, it is divided into various
factions and is alienated from
the people due to its anti-
people acts. On the contrary,
the revolu forces have
the wide support of the peo-
ple, have high morale and dis-
cipline and are able to launch
many widespread and inten-
sive tactical oflensives.

D: Where is the communist
insurgency headed? There are
reports that the ascendant
view now Is for the movement
to "go back to the basics”_
protracted guerilla warfare in
the countryside. Still, there
are those who advocate urban
uprising, while others want to
enter in a “political settle-
ment” with government. What
is the dominant view, and

LJ: The rich experience and
gains of the revolutionary
movement since the late
1960s, under the worst at-
tacks of the Marcos dictator-
ship and the total war policy of
Mrs Aquino, bear out the basic
correctness of the strategy and
tactics of the rewvolutionary
movement.

The combination of various
forms of armed and unarmed
struggle, the intensification of
the revolutionary mass move-
ment, the carrying out of basic
socio-economic and political
reforms in our areas of control

or influence, In accord with

the theory of people's war

applied in a Hv-
ing manner to Philippine con-
ditions, these have been

proven correct in practice.
The views of insurrection-

fsm in an armed urban upris-

ing and the view of political

scitlement without [firmly
upholding principle and basic
interests of the people are be-
ing rejected by the overwhel-
ming majority of activists and
members of the revolutionary
movement .

The NDF has consistently
declared its readiness o go
intoe a comprehensive political
settlement that ad-
dresses the fundamental socio-
economic and political prob-
lems that lie at the root of the
raging civil war. But #t will not
agree to a surrcnder of its
principles, its weapons, and
the revolutionary gains of over
23 years ol struggle.

D: Where does the political

v ladt The NDPF is in the

It is in the process of reaflirm-
ing its commitment to a social-
ist . This means, a
determination to build social-
ism after the attainment of na-
tional democracy. It rcallirms
its tion of thc capitalist
road and system, because un-
der this system the Filipinos
have experienced intolerable
exploitation, oppression and
misery.

D: Considering the adop-
tion of free market policies in
Jormer communist govern-
ments, what are the prospects
now for the Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP)? Do
you not see the danger of the
CPP not winning the war, not
losing it either but simply
drifting along?

LJ: The CPP, NDF and NPA
can learn valuable lessons from
the difficulties, mistakes, as
well as achievements in other
countries. The concrete
achievements of socialism over
several decades that benefitted
millions of people are as real
as the deterioration that has
led to the restoration of capi-
talism in former socialist
countries.

The tagsk remains for the
CPP, NPA, NDF, and other
forces committed to socialism,
to learn deeply the lessons
from other countries and

* bpild, according to Philippine

conditions and specific charac-
teristics, a viable socialist so-

ciety in our country. -
The danger nl"?’rlﬁ:lng along
is firmly countered an ade-
" quate programme of consoli-

dation, including especially
summing-up and systemaltie
study, and a correct and deci-
sive leadership closely inte-
grated with the masses. More-
over, the revolution move-
ment is building a people's
government, the organs of
democratic political power, in
the countryside.

D: What are your personal
plans? Do you see yourself
availing of the amnesty pro-
gramme?

LJ: My nal plan is to
continue fulfilling the tasks as-
signed to me by the revolu-
tionary movement.

While we have not yet seen
the concrete amnesty pro-
gramme to be.drafted by the
National Unification Commis-
sion, | can state clearly now
that we reject any amnesty
that surrender or that
can be used for psywar pur-
poses of the adminis-
tration.

D: Can you imagine yourself
being active in local political
processes?

lJ: That is a possibility but
it surely is too far ahead to
imagine since we are just at
the exploratory phase of the
peace negotiations.



