They alleged that "obstinacy
and wantonness” of the
National Council of Diabetic

Officers .C hi: ln:,

Em Association of
. the conference was
addressed by Dr Hafizur

Rahman and Dr A K Miah,
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ferring to Qatari accusations
that Saudi had Thursday

seized a border post

“lran condemns the Saudi
use of force against the small
Muslim country of Qatar,” said
the English-language daily,
which is close to the Foreign
Mintstry.

*The littoral states of the
south of the Persian Gull
should know that Iran will de-
fend them against Saudi ag-

. it said, adding that
rejected 'Saudi Arabian
expansionist plans’ in the re-

glon.

The Times charged Riyadh
was trying to make amends for
the ‘weakness ' of its army dur-
ing last year's Gull war that
drove Iraq out Kuwait.

*The latest Saudi

tion ... was aimed llm‘l'

the morale of the Saudi .
It is still not acceptable for
lran that the Saudi
should regain its lost morale

using Against a sma
country Qatar.”

The Qatar news agency said

hoapital and the National
Council, the executive body of
the Diabetic Assoclation

|

The stallfers, already wear-
ing black badges, said they
would observe onc-hour token
16 for

workstoppage from October 18
for angther three days, to be
by a half-day strike

|

later on.

Asked about decline in Lhe

Crown Prince Khalifa Ibn
Hamad al-Thani rececived a
message from lranian Presi-
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Ral-
sanjani on Friday, but the con-
tents were not revealed.

According - to Gulf-based
diplomats, the border inci-
dents were a ‘'message’ to Doha
of Saudi concern over its
fru'lnl ties with non-Arab
ran.

Iran has since August been
embrofled in its own territorial
dispute with the United Arab
Emirates over three strategic
islands in the southern Gulil
c to the Strait of Hormuz.

Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak on Friday
tried to mediate an end to the
latest border crisis between

and Saudi Arabia, the of-
clal MENA news agency re-

Mubarak had several tele-
phone conversations with
Saudi Arabian King Fahd and
the Qatart Emilr, “In & bid to

gircumscribe the border crisis
between the two countries,”

MENA said,

Saifur:

bank-client relationship.
said the old concept of
ereditor and debtor relation-

nomy

hibit lhc;r commitment for

reopening the non-performing
properly

_ industries, come with

appraised and prepared viable
project proposals with com-
mitment for social responsibil-
ities.

He said, "The bankers

* should guard against fabulous

entreprencurs but having sick
industries, in case of financing
them for revitalisation,” the

blic money cannol be al-
mud to be plundered by a few
self-seckers without giving div-
idend to the society, he reiter-

ated.

He gave special thrust on
revitalising the jute sector. He
said from the point of view of
environmental tion, jute
is gradually drawing at-
traction and we should fund
this sector to regain its old
stature. He directed the banks
to fund to the genuine
entreprencurs in jute sector
and help create new potential
entrepreneurs which will and
impetus to the national econ-
omy.

Saifur Rahman said, for at-,
taining durable sell-reliance
through sustainable develop-
ment we need to endeavour
hard collectively for maximum
utilisation of our existing re-

mutual nership relations sources to have best returns.
between ng bank and the Attaining self-reliance has no
eneurs. On the other alternative in the present
., he said, the en- context of the economic
should have to ex- scenario. he pointed out.
e falls from  Bush regrets

bus, crushed
under wheels

firing of
‘missiles
WASHINGTON, Oet 3:
President Bush Friday
telephoned-
Turgut Ozal and Premier

‘s President .

erm-trm
o 4+ Saturdey. Suley Demirel to express
mm iﬁ Fonda 'ﬂﬂ: u;rct_hnr the accidental fir-
_h:'_m.r“""“ ings of two missiles that set a
pr-wiorlgee o e he  Tuskish dutroer shisac in the
off the bus. Aegean, killing five sailors and
was scriously wounded as he
jumped off the bus in bid to Reuter says, Bus also
Min. promised a full investigation.
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Nelson Mandela, leader of the African National

\

Zia in Dhaka yesterday.

They came to the capital
from the coastal district of
Barguna to make a call on the
Prime Minister to thank her
for her timely decision on
posting ladesh Navy for
x security during fishing in

Independent Member of
Parliament Nurul Islam Moni
who led the group told Begum
Zia that the pmprc of his arca
held a milad at Patharghata
last week and prayed for her

long life.
Shah Moazzem
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presidium would mect on the

The source holding a cen-
tral position in the party said

that there was a frail ility
of Sirajul Hossain Khan's be-
co the acting secrctary

ge . But he was in the
race, the source added.

A section of JP leaders and
workers brought charges of
"inactivity and misuse ol party
funds” inst Moazzem who
finally fell from Ershad’'s grace.

On the other hand Tito was

tionwide contacts
workers.

The JP had been grouping
for an “honourable way” to re-
lieve Moazzem and evolved this
formula. :

When contacted over lele-
phone Shah Moazzem Hossain
admitted the treatment-trip lo
the United States without
specifying the date of his de-

ure.

He said that after a court
battle he recently got his
passport back and would go for
the long awaited medical.
check up. The trip would not
be longer than three weeks, he
added.

Moazzem said that he had
cardiac problems and some
other complications.

He said that it was not de-

cided who would take charge
Trom him and decline to com-
ment on whether he would get
back charge on his return.

" When conlacted Acting'

Chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury said that "nothing
was decided yet.”

“The presidium will mect
Monday or Tuesday to discuss
the issue.” he added.

Lankan President, who trav-
elled to Islamabad amd
Kathmandu last week in the
first phase, will take him to
Male, the capftal of the
Maldives, on October 10.

A ceremonial reception will
be accorded to the President
of the Democratic Socialfist
Republic of Sri Lanka at
Bangabhaban where he will be

| straight driven in a metorcade

from the airport soon afler ar-
rival.

President Abdur Rahmean
Biswas will receive him at
Bangabhaban. He will there be
given a guard of honour and in-
troduced to the Prime
Minister, members of her

cabinet, heads of diplomatic

missions and other dignitarkes.

In the afternoon, Premadasa
will to Savar to ofFer
wreaths at the Jattya Smrit
Saudha in homage to the msar-

tyrs of the 1971 War of
Independence.
During stay n Dhaka

President’ Premadasa will call
on his h counterpsart
Abdur Rahman Biswas, besidcs

(ANC), receives a bouguet from a
boy in traditional Pakistani dress upon his arrival at Islamabad airport y. The ANC
leader was welcomed by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (lbehind). Mandela is on a two day
visit to Pakistan. — AFP photo

Fishermen | Premadasa due today
thank PM
Fishermen of the coastal ar- India Page 1 Col'®
| e%e have gratiude | POl Minister ASM Mos-
huuh-h-:mllinlﬂﬂhrtln taflzur man will recetve have talks with Begum Zia on
sccurity she ordered o easure | by, ot the Zia Internatiomal the in activities of the
safe deep-sea fishing, reports | \qp5n scven-nation nal forum,
u"ﬁ't,.hru‘““ TR The main objective of Inis launched in 1 in the Dhaka
th-i — ould | Yistt $s 1o discuss with Prisne summit to socie-eco-
inds i 21 | Minister Begum Khaleda Zia nomie fondition of more than
I S O with- | oo rtous issues concerning the one billion people of South
ou . robbed b&'&m; South Asian Association for Asi
group of fishermen e Reglonal Cooperation. The Premadasa-Khaleda
owners told Begum Khaleda The current airtrip of meet at he International

Conference Centre (ICC) will
review the recommendations
of the South Astan Commission
on Fﬂ'ﬂ.‘-‘l“ ML

The agenda of the meeting
include trade, manufactures
and services with special ref-
erence to South Asian Pre-
ferential Trade Arrangement
(SAPTA), proposed in the
Colombo summit.

It will also have stocktaking

 of the progress made on estab-

lishment of South Asian
Development Fund and results
of the Ministerial Conlerence
on Children in South Asia held
in the Lgnkan capital in
September.

The parley is ex Lo
focus on ways of further
strengthening SAARC, "
tion of a more busincss
and functional approach to the
forum and increased people-
to-people contact in the re-

Bangladesh will host the
7th summit of SAARC due
December j2-14.

\ Editorial on Page 4

2 killed, 20 hurt

in road mishap

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 3: Two
persons including a baby were
killed and 20 others injured
in a road accident on Dhalka-
Narayanganj Highway this
moming.

Police said thalt Ri=zia
Khatun, a three-month-old
baby and onec unidentified msan
of 20 died and 20 other pats-
sengers injured when a
Narayanganj-bound minibus
from Dhaka skidded ofl the
read and plunged into the
ditch near Gabtali area of
Fatullah at about 7 am today.

The body of the victims
were recovered from the
wreckage of the minibus, wit-
nesscs said.

Of the injured, onc was ad-
mitted to the Dhaka Medical
Collage Hospital in a critical

condition while another seri-
ously wounded was admitted
to the Pangu Hospital. -

Another four were
to the Narayanganj Sadar
Hospital here. The rest of the
injured were released after
first aid.

Taiwan's military
jet missing
TAIPElL, Taiwan, Oct 3 : A
military F5F jet disappeared
Saturday while on a flight off

western Taiwan, the National
Chinese Air Force. reported,

says AP.

Transport: split
From Page 1 Col 8
Secretaries.

The federation sources said
that 65 basic unions joined the
new federation which rented a
office near the Joykali Mandir.
There were 118 unions in the
federation.

Before starting the conler-
ence several thousand workers

brought out a procession [rom

Bus Terminal which

ended at the Institution of
Engineers.

The split was took shape
following June 22-30 transport

committee Abdur id, VP
{iabibur Rahman Khan and
Shahjahan Khan MP were

leading the opponent group.

Commentéry : Push Back
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ernment, perhaps only a tem-
rary one, is that thc move
as placated the exiremist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
ng it a new sense of confi-
‘dence tn its own political
prospects
scen how far the ruling party
may be obliged to go in ac-
commodating the BJP's viru-
lent communal demands
range from rewritin
the history of India to demol-

ishing the Babri .
On the nthurm:‘ethe po-

litical loss for the Congreas
Government in the form of
caused to its commit-
ment to secularism may well
be as severe as the setback
sulfered in its relationship
with Bangladesh.
it is hard to believe that a
veteran politictan like
Narasimha Rao has not
assessed this political loss for
his administration — indeed

| for India as a whole. It is also

difficult to assume that he is

not aware that in any new dis-
pute that develops between
Delht and Dhaka, the sympa-
thies of other South Asian na-

. But it remains to be

tions, some of which have had
their own difficuitics with En-
dia, will be largely wilh
Bangladesh. :

All this makes New Dellni's
drive against what a section of
Calcutta press describes as

. Bengal{-speaking Muslims of
so incomprehen- .

West
sible. Then, onc starts sub-
scribing to the theory that, re-
gardless of political risks, If-
dia is out to destabilise the
democratically elected gov-
ernment of Begum Khaleda Zia
or to turn it into a subservient
partner in its grand design,
whatever it may be for Sowuth
Asta.

Here, this writer is obli
to recall that when asked
him, in the late seventies,
what was the "vision for the fu-
ture” of Indira Gandhi, an as-
tute New Delhi-based expert
had replied, “She has no visdon
for the future. Her vision is
only of power.”

in this dismal situation cre-
ated by New Delhi, one hope
ltes with the sensible role
played by the Chief Ministex of
West Bengal, Jyoti Basu who

has called for immediate talks
between the rnments of
India and Bangladesh. Also
playing a positive role on the
side of reason and logic is a
scclion of the Indian  press,
cspecially the Ananda Bazar
Patrika and thc Statesman of
Calcutta, which have focused
on the humanising treatment
meted out to the victims of the

"Operation Push Back.”

While we would like the
;vcnun:nt of Khaleda Zia to
firm in opposing New
Delhi's mgve, through carefully
prepared talks, it .should use
its channels of communication
with the progressive lorces in
India as well as with the coun-
ury's madh.:z so, Dhaka
will play a in defusing the
tension on the border, prevent
the harassment of the victims
of the New Delhi's drive and
help in restoring to the Indo-
Bangladesh relations that spirit
of mutual co-operation that
once existed during pasl
democratic regimes iIn
Bangladesh, first under Sheikh
Mujfbur Rahman and then un-
der Ziaur Rahman.

I

Petrobangla
to start drilling
at Shahbazpur

determine priority in the ex-
ploration at Mubarakpur,
Shaflakupa and Shahbazpur,
The meeting also viewed
that althou exploration
cosls are , exploration ol
ofl and gas id continue un-
abated in the interest of coun-
try's socio-economic develop-

meeting also viewed
that funds for exploration
should be enhanced,

The meeting further em-

that all eflforts should

made to attract foreign in-

vestments in drilling of gas

and oil in varfous parts of the
country.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Mesbahuddin
Ahmed, Member, Planning
Commission, Professors of

from the Dhaka and
Rajshahi Universities, and
other experts.

Dhaka, Tehran
agree to boost
trade ties

h and Iran

that t joint chamber of
commerce should Intensify its
eflorts for meaningful coopera-
tion between the two business
communities under a long
term trade agreement, reports
UNB.

This was rcvealed at a
mecting when lranian Amba-
ssador iIn h Moha-
mmad OGanfidoost called on
Commerce Minister MK Anwar
at his office yesterday.

They felt the necessity of
making a long term trade
agreement between Lhe two
countries to ensure supply of
jute-goods 10 lran to meel her
entire requirement. '

The . Commerce Minister
said that a significant change
had been made in Increasing
trade and commerce between
the two countrics during the
present rmment of lran,

~judges appointed
for anti-terrorism
| tribunals

The L yesterday
appointed four retired sessions
judges as additional judges of
anti-terrorism tribunals for a
period of one year, reports
BSS.

The additional judges are:
ey o atis Dok
cal entire
district, Mohammad Abu Bakar
Siddique —for local jurisdic-
ton of entire Chittagong dis-
trict, A K M Azizul Haque — for
local jurisdiction of entire

district and Abu Musa
Chowdhury — for local juris-
diction of cntire Khulna dis-
trict.

Heroin worth
Tk 50 lakh
seized at .
Zakiganj

Form Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 3: Heroin
worth about Taka 50 lakh was
recovered from two at
Rahimpur village under
Zakiganj Thana on Friday
midnight.

A BDR source said that on a
tip a contingent of BDR rushed

to Rahimpur village and chal-
lenged two person
tered Bangladesh at about 11

pm.

About one pound of heroin
worth about Taka 50 lakh was
recovered [rom their posses-
sion. '

The arres rsons are:
Akaddas Al of vi Gechua
and Abdul Motin of village
Shirajpara under Zakiganj
Thana.

The BDR handed them
over to the Zakiganj police
and the seized heroin to the
Customs Department .

Blind
From Page 1 Col 5

ran is to educate and re-

. Even the educated blind
were not getting employed duc
to a lack of a reserved quota in
government services.
Latil alleged that the blind
were even deprived of the jobs
could do.

¢ demands include:

ment of a Tu

for the blind, formation of a
blind welfare trust, ensured
residential facilities Tor the

blind, government ortruﬂn
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The Midnight File

PARIS, Oct 3: France will resume relicd
on Sunday, but the Foreign Ministry said Saturday the flights

would operate only as long as warring
said the first

. The ministry

Mights o Sarajevo

guarantec safe
t would start within

passage
24 hours, but officials said it would not be before Sunday, re-

ports AP,

ADB : Privatisation
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vestment, said that the
government also. take
additional steps to “remove
constraints on private sector
investment”,

*Apparently, inadequate
infrastructure contin-

ues o economic de-
velopment and | am informed
that the energy and telecom-

munication con-
tinue to be for pub-
i sector investment,” he

ic
pointed out.

There were sectors, he
said, where investment, effi-
ciency and growth crebted im-
petus for economic develop-
ment and where private sector
investment was a ‘natural
choice’. Thus, he recom-
mended opening out these
sectors for privale sector in-
vestments.

Under a technical assis-
tance grant, the Bank would

conduct a ninc-day workshop
starting today (Sunday) to in-
troduce the conceptls, tech-
niques and cxperiences of
bufld -operate-transfer (BOT)
and build -own-operate (BOO)
financ models and to facili-
tate Infrastructure develop-
ment under joint participation
of the public and private scc-
tors. ' -
On the immediate neetd to
establish a long-term lending
mechanism, May said that both
the existing development [i-
nance institutions,
Shilpa Bank (BSB
Bangladesh Shilpa

(BSRS), now re-
. Bank, had
Lhe

and
Rin

become 't
vacuum in
term finance for

and created a

supply of long-
ustrial de-

velopment” due to portlolio

problems.

*This | understand is one of
the main reasons for the pre-
scnt inactivity in the industrial
field,” he :

He suggested that the gov-
ernment proceed ‘quickly’ to

implement its plans for pri- .

vatisation of BSRS and estab-
lish a ‘viable institution 1w

However, he hupd' that
Nank would be able o
investment _activitics

Bangladcsh as the business

community responded to the
government's private sector

the
in

investinent huul:
upﬂz'llrl.::nmﬂ'l ﬂ

investment
moted by the
business community, some of
may result in our finan-

dqlflrlk:ipnthnhthlh-

Ershad : BCCI
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tres and school libraries.
for the BCCl Foun-
dation came from BCCI's bank-
ing operations in Bangladesh.
These profits became tax-free
because they were to the
foundation and the foundation
in turn gave funds not princi-
pally to the needy, but to a
joint venture investment bank,
called the Bank of Small Indus-
tries and Commerce (BASIC),
staffed by BCCI officials, in
which President Ershad and
his top aides had a financial
stake.

In late 1990, Ershad re-
signed under fire and was
tried for a variety of offences in
Bangladesh and sentenced to a
ten-year prison terms.

Following BCCl's collapsc,
the new government retained
an investigative firm in New
York in an attecmpt to trace
what the new mment con-
tended as much as 520 million
dollars in funds mlmprmpﬂ-
ated from the Bangladesh
Treasury by Ershad and his
relatives. The investigators
have alleged that Ershad
moved millions of dollars
through BCCI accounts in Lon-
don and Hong Kong.

BSF attempts

From Page 1 Col 2
persons were, however,

pushed into Bangladesh by the
BSF through the border village
Arsingra under Chowgachha

Thana at 8‘am today.

UNB adds quoting reports
trickling into the country from
across the border,” about 100
more Blln‘la-'lp-l:akini Indian
nationals were taken (o
Jayantdpur camp in 24-
Parganas district’ of India to-

day

Three children have died in
the camps as diarrhoea broke

out there, the reports -ﬂ

In another development,
four, Indlan nationals were
t today while they were
begging in bordering area
of la in Chaugacha thana
in Jessore district. They were
identified as Beauty (25), Asma
(4), Kamala (18) and Shahidul

| (20).
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student nurses, change in the
pay structure, better accom-
modations and increase of job

nities.

Nurses began agitating
September 14. The work
stoppage programmes began
from September 19 and cul-
minated into an indefinite
strike Saturday. .

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds: The BDNA brought out a

_ at 10 am
from the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)

where it held a rally.

The meeting was addressed
among others by BDNA leaders
Krishna Bela Dey, Jahura Banu,
Assistant Nurses’' Association
leader Anisur Rahman, BDNA
PG Hospital wing leader Firoza
Akhtar and others.

Demanding that the gov-
ernment meet their S,
the BDNA leaders urged all not
to spread false news regarding -
their movement. -

BDNA leaders told The Daily
Star that its branch organisa-
tions similarly held - rallies
yesterday at r respective
medical or medicare centres
across the country.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, 46
patients left the DMCH volun-
tarily. The number of patients
admitted in the out-door unit
of the hospital was 38;
whereas the usual number of
daily admissions was 70 to 80

- before the movement began.

Al present the total number
of patients in the DMCH stands
at about 1200 inst an aver-

age number of about 1400.
Tk 60 thousand
snatched
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 3:
lah police station here today

Witnesses said that the
muggers in a car stop
Khalflur Rahman at
area in Fatullah, pointed gun at
him and snatched the money.

When Rahman tried to save
the , the muggers shol
and injured him belore leaving

the spot.



