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Welcome to Premadasa

President Ranasinghe Premadasa s assured of
a warm welcome from the people and the govern-
ment of Bangladesh when he arrives here today
on a three-day official visit. This is part of the Sri

Lankan leader's tour as the chairman of the South.

Asian Association for R
(SAARC), indeed a thoughtfu ure on the part
of chiel of the seven-nation al to exchange
ideas with leaders of fellow-members of the grou-
ping on problems and prospects f SAARC.
President Premadasa's visit to assumes
in view of the fact that it is
which hosits the SAARC Summit in

ional Co-operation

P
‘ Lankan leader. The fact that
SAARC chiel has already covered four other
would enable him to brief
t he has seen and heard in
. This, we believe, should be of
nse value to our Prime Minister. To get the
out Qf the three-day visit of the Sri Lankan
should be free, frank and
. To start with, should admit
progress so far made by the seven-nation al-
lance is extremely modest. The fact that it man-
ages o carry on, with a few projects in hand.
seems to be its major achievement to date. How-
ever, it is a good th that instead of taking a
ic view of its future, members of the al-
remain conscious of its potential and that

number of proposals due for presenta
the December summit. A key to the success of
SAARC is to bring the private sector closer to the
allance in the hope that entrepreneurs will look
closely at the prospects of regional joint ventures,
at the increased trade among SAARC nations and
even at exchange of technology and knowhow
between one member and another. The establish-
l;:t of :; information network should prove as prac-
t as setting up of a consultative body linking

trade bodies in all seven countries.

As expected, the two leaders and their officials
will take the advantage of the visit of Premadasa
to discuss a number of bilateral issues between
Sri Lanka and . Here, there are no out-

problems to be resolved, which leaves
the two cquntries free to explore the untapped
potential in their economic relations. An aviation
agreement to enable the national airlines to link
the two capitals — Dhaka and Colombo — is ex-
pected to be discussed during the visit. The trade
between the two countries which was negligible
at the start of the eighties has grown appreciably,
but the size of the two-way movement of com-
modities still remains modest. As long as the two
countries can their economic co-opera-
tion, Dhaka should not worry too much that the
balance pf trade is currently mr of Colombo.
- What two leaders — Zia and Pre-
madasa 7~ should worry about belong t6' another
area, in the problems in bilateral relations among
member countries. While. preserving the consen-
sus that we should not let these problems stand
in the way of of SAARC, we can certainly
see how info exchanges among leaders dur-
ing a summit — or, for that matter, between the
two heads of governments in the next three days
-~ can help in promoting better understanding
among SAARC members. Herein lles what we
might call a hidden political role of SAARC, a role
that, if pla unobtrusively, can only add to the
strength of the seven-nation alllance.

" Rights of Childre

The Childfen's Right Week is now being ob-
served as part of a UN effort to promote the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Children. The inau-
guration of the week by the Prime Minister her-
self and Her joining in a colourful rally of children
on Tuesday last, however, belies the obta si-
tuation in the country — so far as the rights of the
majority of children are concerned. One cannot
help asking which children's rights are in ques-
ton. Even the parameter of their rights is much
. loo obscure for a general understanding.

Children fortunate enough to attend the func-
tion organised on the occasion may have their
own share of the rights problem, but the vast
number of the poor and rural children are not
even expected to hear about the issue. It is these
children who really deserved to know what their
rights are and how they could enjoy — albeit
partly — those rights.

it needs hardly any elabora

{

that when chil-

dren’'s lives are so vulnegable, their rights are
only constantly flouted by Various acts of society.
Hunger and disease make most of the chil-

dren’'s lives miserable. If the message of the Chil-
dren’s Right Week could be meaningfully reached
to these -hapless children, the occasion might
have served at least some of the purposes. Better
it would have been if some concrete measures
were taken for changing the lot of these children.

Considered against the backdrop of. the closing
down of 26§ Shishu Kalyan (formerly Pathakali
Trust) schools out of 72, the ambivalence be-
tween the reality and the rhetorics of our leaders
becomes clear. Notwithstanding its many short-
comings, the Trust's programme for educating
the uncared-for children has proved to be quite
fruitful. The good work ought to be continued. It
may not be enough for the enormous need, but
with the expansion of the programme and also
addition of a few more innovative measures, this
could indeed serve a most useful purpose for the

poor children in the

We may be one of the signatories to the
UN Convention on the Rights of Children, the
International Labour may have -

lated that underaged should not be for-
ced to hard labour but the reality is that children
are doing works lncﬂatlble with their age and
strength. What is more deplorable is that
such works are either unpaid or nominally paid.
This must . They have to be adequately
paid for the works done, no matter what the
child labour laws say.
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. it has a mass of

the Heritage Foundation —
spear- headed the campaign.
Some of the European coun-

weight and credibtlity to these
efforts. In the ecarly eighties
the Western perception of the
UN was an organization which,
though established and funded
by them, was no longer under
their control. The Third Werld
countries, organized under the
banner of the Group of 77 and

* In fact, with the exception
of the Security Council where
the veto protected their au-
therity and power, the West-
k was outvoted in all
the UN and the
The wot
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principle of equality of
sovere states and that of fi-
mneh?::mntnhuim accord -
ing to some Western diplo-
mats, are in conflict in the UN.

There is another reason for
Western criticism against the
UN. In their perception the
highest objective of the UN is
stated In the first line of the
preamble to the Charter which
refers to the "scourge of war,”
and “the untold sorrow to
mankind,” that it has brought
twice in the life time of its
founding lathers. Mcace-keep-

-~ usually supportive of the UN's

ing, in their view, ought to be
the h t priority.

Alt most of the re-
gional conflicts have taken
place in the south, the priori-
tes of the developing coun-
tries, at least in the UN, have
been in economic and social
fields. The diversion of the
UN's attention to activities
which held only marginal in-
terest for them was certainly
nol very welcome to the West-

development-oriented nda
were genuinely that
the had become 1o

big and ineflicignt, that there
had taken place a proliferation
of UN agencies and _entities
which were not very useful and
that the Third World countrigs
were not paying enough atlen-
on to the sensitivities of
countries such as the United

States. After all, the United
States as much as 286 -
cant of the totil budget of the
UN.

Sensing the mood of the
member countries Mr Perez
de Cuecllar went along with the
Western initiative to establish a
high powered group consisting
of 18 members to study the
problem and recommend
comprehensive reforms. Dur-
ing the mid-eightics this was a
major preoccupation of the
mc countries and the
sccretarial. The net result of
the exercise was rather mod-
est. A stafl reduction exercise
along with a cut in the number
of senior level officials was
carried out. Between 10 to 12
per cent of the stall »
was reduced but the basic
structure of the secretariat was
left unchanged.

A new campaign for reform
seems o be gathering steam.
The end of cold war: has
increased the useflulness of the
UN to the great powers. The
Gull War demonstrated its use-
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;rnry is 100 large, that it pro-
uces loo ., that it
Is lntlllckmmﬂ_ The
pcace-keeping o jons arc
examined th bare to point
accusing fingers both at the
top management and the figld
oflicers. The handling of the
‘Alrican problems — specially
the one in Somalia and the
Cambodian operation have
been reviewed in great detadl.
Most of the information
scem o have been collected
from NGOs and Western
diplomats not too favourably
inclined towards the world
body. The ambivalence of the
NGOs towards UN s well
known. However | do not In-
tend to defend the UN in this
article or rebut the allegations
point by point. The UN itself
will no doubt do it In due
ﬁ;lm Wuwtd ton Post is
y respected newspaper
with a solid ::ul'.lunn for fair-
ness and objectivity. Perhaps
onc can simply say that the ar-
ticles reflecied the views and
concerns of the Western

rights of the major powers
and UN economic
and social programmes.

ousness, Lhe NAM Summit has
established a high-level work-
ing group to deve
aimed -tptht "rrﬁzm
structuring and democratiza-
tion of the United Nations
system.” Berating “those who
scek lo preserve their privi-
leged positions of power” in
the UN, the final comm
called for a review of "the veto
powers which guarantee an
g:lmh"t and dominant role”
the [ive permanent mem-
bers of the Security Counedl.
Mr Butros Dutros-Ghall, the
Secretary-General s caught in
the middle. An Egyptian na-
tional, he cannot ignore the
NAM decisions. At the same
time he had secured the sup-
port of the big powers, pre-
sun by giving assurances to
them that he would out
the reforms that they have
becn seeking for some years.
in [act he started culling the
number of scnior posts im-
mediately aller getling clected

it
o
35

4

:
1

|

#
I

!

1
|
i

!
ii

-

!

|

4
i
;

i

r!}

4

{
il

it

E
r
|

i'
i

|
!l
{

1
i

!
bl

i

1t
s
|

¥
i

|

1
I

"ﬂ
bt

i

i
|

i
|

|
|

!
g_s
|

i
|
3
7

[

|
1H

:
|

i
i

7

2
¢

:
:
C

j

faf
118

fons we should have well
thought-out and clear
defined goals 1n

these complex issucs which

Be1jing-Seoul Accord Opens World's Newest Economic Frontier
Betty T Ildefonso writes from Hong Kong

Ay BTN
in fch In the

VER sincc the Korcan
War, when China sent

troops support

k.

That 1s, until now.

Diplomatic relations were
restored on August 24 and an-
other corner of the 40-year
Cold War faded into history.

But there was a sharp reac-
tion in Taipei, which immedi-
alcly closed its Seoul embassy,
ended all flights to and from
South Korea by the two na-
tional airlines, and cancelled a
large order for Korean wvehi-
cles. The government in Tai-
wan had assumed that China
would insist that Seoul should
brecak all its ties with Taipei
(which, in fact, it did not).

Political questions apart,
the economic eflects of this
new situation in Northeast Asia
could be considerable. Both
South Korea and Taiwan are al-
ready playing a very active role
in trade and investment links
with China, even without
diplomatic ties.

China-South Korea trade
had already begun to soar in
1991, and in 1992 total ex-
ports plus imports arc ex-
pected to exceed US810 bil-
lion, South Korean investors
have flocked to China,
which offers them some dis-
tinet — it s close,’
labour,
and there is al a large
mamber of ethnic Kareans in

China's northeastern
provinces.
In the [first hall of 1992

alone, South Korean investors
registered 108 projects in
China, involving the equivalent
of US$85 million. Much larger
figures are ex to be an-
nounced in the second half,
and total invcstment. may

reach USS500 million by year's
end. '

Sir, Recently | listened to a

la music cassetie of Ms ~

Roksana Anwar who happened
to be a TV newscaster. In the
cassctte titled "GChum Ghum
Chand”, she presented some
old popular Indian Bengali

. She of course sang quite
well and according to reports
her cassettece also sold well.
But | think, since Ms Roksana
is neither a common singer
nor singing is her profession,
she could, therefore, in her
cassctte render some original
songs of her own homeland,

Anyway, | appreciate her art
of lll'l"ll'l-‘: No.F:udlyl, in our

country, we find prominent
artistes of one discipline show-
ing command over other dis-
ciplines as well. | remember
the name of our late film star,
Zaflar Igbal, who was not only
an outstanding cinema artiste
but a good singer also. Late
Zafar gave a new dimension to

The range of investmenis is
very wide. Among rq:::n_l pro-

i

T3 Sy it 4

munications authority of

- China’s Tianjin city to set up a

factory to assemble 600,000
video cassetic recorders a
year.
* South Korean shipowners
have started a regular shipping
line for cargo and passengers
between Inchon on South Ko-
rea’'s wesl coast and Tianjin,
which is the port for Beljing.

Seoul has several reasons
for making [riends with Bei-
jing. Not least among them is
the recent signing of the
North American Free Trade
Arca trealy between the
United States, Canada and
Mexico. Seoul feels threatened
by that treaty, which might
well shut out Korean of
clectronics and textiles. South
Korea is thus seecking new
markets, and what closer ones
cxist than China — and, of
course, Russia?

The whole area of northeast
Asia — eastern Russia plus
Japan plus the two Koreas plus
a dozen cities in northern
China — will become one of the
world's new economic [ron-
tlers. :

It has raw material re-
sources in abundance, and the
[inance and technological ex-
perience (o use them. Only the
political chaos and cruelties of
the last 75 years have held this
arca [rom economic success.

[3ut what of Taiwan? South
Korca was, in fact, the last
country in Asia to have full
diplomatic relations with
Taipei (if we except the Asian
Development Bank as an entry
— Tatwan {s still a full member
of that institution under the
strange title of "Taipet,

our modern songs. Like Ms
Roksana, we remember Laila
Mozammel, a newscasler who

is also a singer. As far as |
know, announcers, Laila

Banu and Anjali Mostafa are
also singers of modern song
and Nazrul Giti respectively.
We are looking forward to find
their numbers too.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

Institute, Dhala

'WASA water rate

Sir, It has come to our no-
tice ads published in a
few dailies that WASA {s going
to increase the Wwater rate

. It may be mentioned
here that WASA has been In-
creasing the water rate and
has increased it ten folds dur-
ing the course of the last ten

ycars.
Bangladesh is a riverine
country and Dhaka stands on

these —

L Tmimhw
W’M, :8 1
distinct its political

condition, however, Taiwan's
economic positien in the
world is unrivalled. It has been
among the [astest-growing
economies of all times and,
based on an island which lacks
:r:: murm?, has raised the
productivity of its people

leaps and bounds. w

So perhaps it is no surprise
to discover that Taiwan's trade
and investment relations with
mainland China are actually
Mlourishing. Trade between
them will surpass US$7 billion
in 1992 (it was alrcady USS$5.8
billion last year).'Tatwanese in-~
vesiment in its glant neighbour
is estimated to be as big as
US$10 billion — {f the true to-
tal were revealed.

But the truth is difficult 1o
get at. Neither Taipei nor Bei-
jing likes these figures to be
published, because they expose
their long-term political en-
mity for the fraud that it is.
Both capitals prevent all social
and political links, and
threaten dire punishment for
offenders.

The answer is: a’ little place
called Hong Kong. Taiwanese
funds and people are legiti-
mately sent into the British
territory (which has no quar-
rels with Taipeif). And then,
suitably coursed through Hong
Kong companies and bank ac-
counts, it flows over the bor-
der into the mainland.

Some of the funds take this
circuitous route to land up in
Fujian province, in cities
which are only a dog's bark
away from Taiwan's oflshore is-
lands.

The list of
long, and among them are

the river Buriganga (rom
where abundant water supply
could be arranged at a very
cheap rate instead of the cur-
rent arrangement of extracting
water through deep tube-well
This involves h r cost and
also adverse effect on envi-
ronment :i]l::eclnlly on plants
and trees which maintain the
eco balance so essential
for a city like Dhaka whose
zruhuun will be around 10

lion by the end of the pre-
sent century, :

We, on behalf of the citizens
of Dhaka, earnestly appeal to
the econcerned authorities that
no further increase of water
rate should be made at the
stage since everybody Is eco-
nomically hard hit.
Dabiruddin Ahmed
President
Officers /Employees
Asson,

Mintstry of Planning,

Implementation Monitoring
and Evaluation Division, Dhaka

Welfare

Fufian projects is |

trading days was called Amoy,
famous for tea and porcelain
and the trans-Pacific galleon
Lrade).

* Factories producing in-
stanl noodles, garments and
clectronics.

TRe Taiwan moncy now
stretches almost throughout
China — including participa-
tion in a new commercial cen-

T HE mundane existence
of human being s
replete with strife,
struggle and miseries. Suffer-
ings and torments of in-
numerable sorts make the hu-
man life immensely woeful. A
total cessation of these evils,
emancipation from the clutch
of bondage and attainment of a
state of perpetual bliss are all
that yearned by suffering hu-
manity. But man's superior in-
tellect, wisdom and inventions
failed to bring a real solutien to
these problems. An aggravation
of all these is experienced on
the other hand. Today, the
confusions of the world make
it, so to say, a vicious circle.
Man has created such an envi-
ronment that it reacts un-
wholesogmely upon him. Man-
kind is terribly heading as if
towards a total annihilation by
indulging in licentious activ-
itics. Heart-rendering cry for
ce, happiness and poise is
eard from all corners of this
bewildered world. '

The state of aflairs resem-
bles that of the Devas during
the reign of Mahisasura. In the
course of the eternal strife of
the Devas (gods) and Asuras
(demons), the [ormer bein
defeated, the latter reigne
supreme i{n the heaven inflict-
ing untold sufferings on the
Devas. The helpless Devas
came to Brahma, the creator of
the world, for alleviation of
their distress. Brahma, af-
flicted with the sorrows and
suflerings of the Devas, led the
commission of the gods to
Vishnu and Shiva for appraisal
of the grave situation and re-
dress. '

The tales of intolerable
atrocities of Mahisasura gave
rise to vehement anger in
Vishnu and Shiva and in a fit of
this their vital energies in the
form of burning flashes came
out from them. This created
similar reaction among the
gods whose vital too
came out In like manmner.
These ene found expres-
sion thro
sublime and superb woman.

This divine-embodiment of

all spiritual energies is arrayed

with

an unmatchable,

tre being built on the busiest

shopping strect in B -
gcther with mlf H
malls in Shanghai and :

Funds have gone into a
sodium glutamate factoty on
China's tropical island of
Hainan, a tomato-paste plant in
Xinjfang province in the far
northwest, and into a flour mill
in Tianjin in the northeast,

To crown the new — real —
relationship between Taipei
and Defjing, a mainland bank
and a Tatwan bank recently
came logether as partners in

The Advent of Durga

Dr Mahanambrata Brahmachary

S

e,

T

with the numerous weapons
offered by the gods. Thus de-
scends the Divine mother, the
supreme being, energy-incar-
nate who embodies in Herself
the multifarious modes of life.
She is affectionate to Her chil-
dren and ecnraged against
those who tend to do evil to
the latter.

All contradictions merge in
her Majestic personality. She
is tranquil and turbulent,
serene and flerce, soumya and
rudra at the same time. This is
because Her all embracing
motherliness makes Her intol-
erant of those that are inimi-
cally disposed towards Her
human and divine children.
The Divine Mother in a fit of
destruction raised such a tu-
multuous uproar that the
frightened Asuras came out in
numbers being equipped
armours and wea ;
The severe war that fo
between Her and the innumer-
able Asuras brought the ruin of
Mahisasura. The other Asuras
met same fate. The heaven was
recovered and the Devas
cheered the victory with an el-
egant hymn addressed to the

mother, -
The obeisance of the cheer-

ful Devas to Mahadev Durgafs a

revelation of Her divine per-
sonality. She is the

of the universal process in its
entirety. She is the guiding
principle of the cosmic mani-

of China, which

' in

. the Bank
Kaohsfung, based in Taiwan's
busy southern port town, to

Thailand.
Kong, )

turesque, it was | by
Japan's Sanwa Bank, and in-
cluded three banks from Sin-
gapore and one from South

festation and the source of ul-
timate goal of all perfection
and attainment of all existence.

She is essentially Unique and"

One. The Mahadevi is Omnipo-
tent, Ubiquitous and Omni-
scient. But strangely ¢nough,

all extremes emanate from
Her. Both bondage and bliss
spring from Her divine nature.
She is the fountain-head of the
highest good-both spiritual at-
tainment and material pros-

~ perity. '
The superb homage to the
Divine mother paeci Her

wrath. The turbulence dimin-
ished and was replaced by in-
finite pleasure and affection so
much so that she was inclined
to bestow any offering to the
on prayer. The Devas.
seized this golden opportuni
not only fnrﬂmuh:ahutg

‘the suffering humanity as well. |

They were assured of eternal
security on mere ut the
mother in times of . At
the same time, it Her
acceptance that any in his
distress eulogizing Her with
this particular hymn
(Mahisahantri Stuti) would re-
ceive the Divine grace, relief
from all his afllictions and pro-
found bliss.

The worship of the Divine
Mother would ensure our
communion with her., The
constant communion with her
would Ipmmnt: the develop-
ment of friendly relations and
universal fraternity. It would
endow us with the realisation
of unity in multiplicity. We, the
suffering humanity stand on
the same platform of universal
brotherliness in relation to the
Divine Mother. May our Mantra
Puja become fruitful. Today,
when barbarous acts have
out the conscience of the
mankind and a threat of total
annihilation is hovering upon
us, we pray to the Divine
Mother for succor to save us

from the and turmoil
of natio and international
life of a confused world order.

Dr Mahanambrata Brah-

tional Sec
ship of Faiths, USA
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