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ROK envoy to
host reception

The embassy of thc Repub-
lic of Korea in Dhaka will hold
a reception marking the
4326th anniversary of the re-
publies National Foundation
Day on October 6 at 6:30—8:00

pm at Sonargaon Hotel, an

embassy press release said,-

npmm.

Children's memo
to Speaker

The delegation of children
submitied a memorandum to

the Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al |

al his Sangsad Bha-

chamber in observance of
the children's rights week.
The memorandum highlighted

varfous basic includ-
ing edueation and security of
the children, sald an official

handout, upun- UNB.

Workshop on
acting begins Oct 8
A m workshop
on ‘acting” will nﬂetu—

ber 8 at
Drm.d wur

the Academy has "‘S"‘
workshop which wo

mﬂu&dmn?ctubﬂnﬂ The

the workshop

will be aciected on Wednesday

by an intc¢rview, sald a press

relcase yesterday, reports
UND. .

Hartal observed
in Gowainghat

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 3 : A complete
half-day hartal was uhmwd at
the Cowainghat thana hcad-
quarters rrﬁ“tn pretest
r.u_ the - -cthnd::

nection of the electricity

at the thina headquarters
on the previous night. The
protesicrs also held a meeting
and demanded Immediate
withdrawal of the Officer-in-

Chargé of Gowaing-hat thana.
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. the border villgge

DHAKA SUNDAY,

Kerry Committee Report

OCTOBER 4, 1992

Ershad stole millions of

dollars through BCCI

WASHINGTON, Oct 3: BCCI
stole milliens’ including disas-
ter reliefl Mands, [rom
Bangladesh making huge pay-
offs to the erstwhile political
leaders there former
President Ershad, the Kerry
Sub-committee of the US sen-
ate has stated, reports PTI.

I:’IECIH:MMW
J%IHI

sub-commitiee report
sajd: " to world press
accounts, su

ted z in-
formation from BCCI rs,
President Ershad worked with
his brother-in-law, former

Bangladeshi diplomat A G M

rohmddin. to smuggle mil-
jons of dollaMs out of

through BCCI into
the United States.”

BCCI also hired various rela-
tives of Ershad to work at BCCI
branches in Hong Kong, Bri-
lain and Canada, and in retum,
former Bangladesh's govern-

e ————

—

ment hired cne of BCCl's lop
eflicers le serve as

“The BCCl-Ershad comnec-
tion was cssential to the
former Bangladesh M
because, given his coumtry’
cconomy, he had r:hl:lwly
imited opportunities. ﬂ
making use of BCCl he was

by
political families of

Pakistan and
Bangladesh, the came
either in the form cash, or
hiring of their relatives, con-
iributton to their favowurite
charities, or payment of their
medical bills.

"The most detalled account

leading
India,

of Bangladesh payofls was pro-

vided by the Los Angeles
Times. Its account has

- in

nhﬂunﬂm;&-

“Afer the Central Bank of
Bangladesh forbid BCCI from
exportin proflits in
M abroad, the BCCI
created the BCC! Foundation a
charitable trust based in
Bangladesh, whose offlicial
purposc was (o fund scholar-

ships, rural health care cen-
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Nurses go on
indefinite
strike

By Staff Correspondent

Nurses began an indefinite
strike at the government hos-
pitals and clinics across the
country
(Saturday) to press home their
| 4-point charter of demands.

Some 15,000 nurses in 38
medicare centres, hospitals
and nursing centres joined the

strike.
Patients reportedly began
leaving the hos voluntar-
since and many of

beds in the city hospitals
were found empty.

Meanwhile, the government
will ait with the leaders of the
Bangladesh Diploma Nurses
Association again today, efther
at |l amor 3
a Health Ministry official.

He said that the govern-
ment! would probably make an
official announcement on the
oulcome of the talks

Mecanwhile, Lthe Jeint
Secrctary of BDNA Faisal

Commentary

Four attempts
..to push In

64 more

From. Qur Cerrespopdent

JESSORE, Oect 3:.
desh Rilics loday loied four
attempts ‘by Indian Border
Security Foree (BSF) to push
64 pcoplc Into Bangladesh
through diflfercnt borders, ac-
cording to BDR sources.

The sources said that the
BSF attempted to push in- 19
persons through Panchpirtala
under Chowgachha Thana at 5
an:,, 34 persons through
Kanaidanga under Moheshpur
Thana at 6 am, threc persons
at 6.30.-am and the rest ecight
persons at 3.30 pm through
Sadipur un-
der Sharsha Thana of the dis-
trict.

Bangla-

Bangladesh Rilles (BDR)
| promptly thwarted the at-
tempts. All of them were

Bangla-speaking Indian nation-

als.

According o an uncon-
firmed sources, a batch of 20

Sec Page 12 Col 7

. among Indian po

By S.M. Ali

reported division

litictans over
New Delhi's drive against the

The

so-callled eshi
immigrants result in
"Operation Push Back®™ being

stalled. Bul iuc-.h a d:v lnp
mend, otierwiBe weltom

this eountry, will not ntmmr
ily lead 0 an abandonment of
the drive that has secverely
damaged the bilateral relations
belween Dhaka and New Delhi.

What makes the situation so
bleak is, the Indian Home Min-
ister SB Chavan has also dis-
closed progressing a carefully
planned scheme of fencing
896 kilometres of border and
constructing 2,784 km of
roads along the frontier, at an
astronomical cost of Rs 831
crore. This is happening at a
time when countries in other
regions — for that matter, even
the South Asia — talk of open
borders, [reer trade and closer
communication on people-to-
people basis.

The damage to Indo-
Bangladesh tics by these moves
[rom New Delhi could not have
come al a worsc momenl, cast-
ing a shadow over the Summit
of the South ﬁ:ian Association

Delhi should call off "Operation
Push Back' for its own sake

L

for Regiomal Co-operation
(SAARC) which Dhaka hosts in

Just twd months

Dethi to waltl untd] the Susnmit

wmﬁ‘tj Ao Lthe
5
complex | , first among

officials and - then ps at
the mintsterial level. I all went
well, even a meeting between
the two prime ministers,
Narasimha Raoco and Khaleda
Zia, could take place.

This is the internatiomally
recognised way of dealing with
a bilateral issue. For rceasons
best known te the Indian au-
thorities, this approach was
rejected by New Delhi, even
without alerting Dhaka. In-
stead, it launched a unilateral
action in the form of
"Operation Push Back™ that has

split the Congress Party, dis-
mayed a section of the Indian

press by its increasingly pro-
nou communal undertone
and provided the region with
one more cxample of what
critics describe as New Delhi's
hegemonism.

The gain for the Rao Gov-

See Page 12 Col 3

Blind demand
rights

By Staff Correspondent

Hundreds of blind persons,
mostly students took to the
streets of the capital yesterday
demanding that their demands
be fulfilled.

While marc through the

main thoroughlares, they
voiced demands like ‘We want
education, we wanl jobs'.
Placards earried by the
marchers read “Fulfil
point charter of demands of
the blind’, "give us cur rights as
Cillec ns chf the ©
I:Ijtt.'tﬂt t 11;?-"
Ciub, the I"ﬂtﬂliﬂnllll
marched to thc Social Welfare
Directorate at 'Bijoynagar to
submit a memorandum con-
taining the demands to the
Director General of the office.

They then moved to the
Secretariat o hand over a copy
of the memo to the Minister
for Social Welfare.

Bangladesh Drishtiheen
Adhikar Adaya Parishad (the
council for realising the rights
of the blind) organised the
march preceded by a big rally
in [ront of the Press Club.

Addressing the rally,
President of the Parishad
Abdul Latil alias Badal set an
October 25 deadline for the
authorities to accept its de-
mands.

Latil said the blind in the
country were leading inhuman
lives because of inadequate ar-

Sce I'age 12 Col 6

from 8 am yesterday ’

pm, according to _

Ahmed Chowdhury told The
Daily Star that the government
had not informed the BDNA of
today’'s mectipg until 9.30 pm
yesterday.

He said, "The rnment
Bad not been much sincere
about the three rounds of talks
held"Since September 22, and
by not informing us about this
meeting it has once again re-
vealed its insincerity.”

“We are ready to cooperate
with the government ...", Faisal
said, "But it is useless as the
government had been rigid in
the past rounds of talks.”

Out of the 14-point charter
of demands, the rmment
had ted the first
regularisation of 750 nurses

appointed on an ad-hoc basis,
and issued an order.

But the BDNA leaders in-
sisied on other points such as
increase in allowances of the

See Page 12 Col 8

Al

' ' :
Members of the Bangladesh Council for Realising the
Rights of the Blind brought out a procession in city
yesterday demanding implementation of their 16-point

demand.

....

— Star photo

Iran ready to defend Qatar

Quit border post , Doha

DOHA, Oct 3: Qatar today
ordered Saudi troops to wilh-
draw f[rom a southern border
post, allegedly seized by Saudi
Arabia two days ecarlier, the
Qatar News Agency (QNA) re-
ported, reports AFP.

“Saudi troops must with-
draw from the Qatari border
post of Al-Khaflus ... and re-
store the situation of before
the recent table events
for direct bilateral contacts 1o
succeed,” a government
'lptil:lmln said, quoted by
gNA.

Qatar earlier protested (o
Seudi Arabta after summoning

its ambassador, Abdel Rahman
Al-Shubailli, over the
"unfustified aggression,” on the
post some 120 kms (75 miles)
south of the capital.

Foreign Minister Hamad Ibn
Jassem al-Thani also met the
Ambassadors in Doha of the
five permanent members of
the United Nations Seccurity
Council to inform them of the
situation .

Doha has accused Saudi
forces of sciming Al-Khaflus on
Thursday, a day after a deadly
clash at Al-Khaffus in a dis-
puled zone. Riyadh has dented
the charges, saying DBedouin

orders Sdudi troops

nomads were responsible for

the clash.
Calling for negotiations to

'dcmircatc the f[rontier be-

“ tween the two countries,
Qatar said it was rjlplng a
1965 border acco But
Riyadh reacted by insisting the
accord was a binding.
Meanwhile, Iran is ready to

dcl’:nd Qatar against Saudi
ssion' and condemned

Riyadh's alleged use of force
against its small neighbour, a
leading Iranfan newspaper said

uﬁle T:hrm Timed was re-
' Scc Page 12 Col |

| Shah Moazzem
likely to lose
JP secy post

Star Report

Shah Moazzem Hossain, the
longest serving Secretary
General of the Jatiya Party JP)
leaves the country this week
for treatment abroad and will
not get back his present re-
sponsibility when he returns,
reliable party sources said
Saturday. :

"He will leave for the
United Stales via London by
next Tuesday handing over
charge o senifor Joint
Secrctary General A B M
Shahjahan,” the source re-
questing anonymity said.

But the full-fledge Secretary
General would be Khaledur
Rahman Tito, the first choice
of jatled Party Chairman H M
Ershad. Tito is also now in jail.
The source said that the JP

See Page 12 Col 3

Econohly set on right
track, says Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said yesterday national
economy was set on right
track and poised to take off,
reports BSS.

All indicators are favourable
for investment and the imper-
ative needs of the hour are the
inftiative and aggressive drive
of the entrepreneurs, he said.

The Finance Minister was
presiding over a review mcet-
llf of the progress of the over

financial sector particularly
industrial financing with the
heads of Nationalised Co-
mmercial Banks (NCBs) and
Development Financial Insti-
tutions (DFls) at the con-
[erence room of the finance
division in the Secretariat
here.

State Minister for Finance
M Mujibur Rahman, Governor

of Bangladesh Bank, Secretary,
Internal Resources Division
(IRD) and Chairman of the
National Revenue Board (NBR),
Chairman and Managing
Directors on NCBs and DFls
were present.

The meeting took slock of
the overall performance and
economic trend of the country
particularly industrial invest-
ments. It was revealed that
utilisation of fund for revitalis-
ing industrial sector, during
the last couple of months have
doubled compared to the po-
sition in the earlier month.

Out of Taka 100 crore car-
marked for revitalising indus-
trial sector and Taka 25 crore
given to Bangladesh Shilpa
Bank (BSB), a total of Taka E-E
crores have been provided to

See Page 12 Col 1 '

ADB suggests privatisation of energy, telecom sectors

By Staff Correspondent

A top Asian Development
Bank official Saturday sug-
gested opeping up the energy
and telecommunication sec-
tors 1o private capital invest-
ment.

"In the spirit of liberaliza-
tion and to ensure timely im-
plementation of good quality
projects, | suggest that these
(energy and telecommunica-
tion) sectors be opened out for
private sector investment,”
said A Cushman May, Director
of the Private
Department of the Maniln-
based ADB.

Speaking as the Igumt

Sector

speaker at a seminar on
'Promotion of private sector
for national development,’ he
also suggested establishment
of a long-term lending mecha-
nism and a lchm.htn nu::
foreign exchange risk on
forcign borrowings of private
entrepreneurs.

Cushman also an-
nounced that the Bank was

‘actively’ considering providing
capital mar-

' Bangladesh with a

ket development programme
loan of about 40 million US
dnlharl In support of a wide
rnn policy reforms to be

rtnken by the governmient

to develop the capital market
as an alternative source on in-
vestment capital for the pri-
vale entrepreneur,

Organised by the ADB and
held at Hotel Sonargaon, the

" seminar was chaired by Alzalur

Rahman, Additional Secretary

of the Ministry .of Industry,” ex

while the ADB resident repre-
sentative G H P B vam der
Linden also made introductory
remarks.

Raéhman pointed out that
the ' liberal fiscal measures
taken by the ment and
the industrial policy of 1991
with a "stronger opén door

olicy"y, had created a

vourable climate for foreign
direct investment in the
country.

He said that the govern-
ment was actively considering
taking up an Export promotion
scheme as part of an eight-year

export development pro-

. An export promotion
also be created un-
‘der the scheme, he added.

The Additional Secretary
also noted that the govern-
ment was even considering a
reccommendation by the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and

Industry to hand over the
quota allocation and certain li-
censing authorities to different
business bodies.

* Outlining ADB's initiatives
in promoting privale sector
development in Bangladesh,
Cushman May said that the
Bank had provided equity and
loan assistance to three private
sector companies.

Of them Padma Textile and
United Leasing Company had
already started commercial
operations and were perform-
ing 'satisfactorily’, he added.

In addition, the Bank had
also given a 30-million US dol-

lar line of credit to four private
commercial banks to finance
small and cottage industries in
the country.

He, however, added “"This
credit line became effective in
November, 1991 but its uti-
lh::‘n is quite slow”. He sug-

lnitlnnn‘ greater mar-

E promotional efforts

the !nnh to s up uti-
llﬂllnn of the it line.

Referring to the recent
government steps to liberalise

the economy, including pri-
vatising sector enter-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Cyclones
may hit
coast this

month

By Staff Correspondent
Cyclones may hit the coastal
arcas of the cbuntry this
menth by there s no chance
of flooding. Met. office said

ﬂutil-f

gfﬂliﬂn the dat® or time of
rm of the depression,
m;ru:ld that the monsoon
may withdraw by 10th of this
month but there is no threat of
flood. !

The country may experi-
ence the nermally expected
rainfall this month. The Met
olfice expects 150-200mm of
rain in D and Khulna divi-
siens, 200-250mm in Chitia-
gong division, 90-140mm in

divisfon.

In the month of September
229mm of rain was recorded
in Dhaka division, 300 mm in
Chittagong, 367mm in Raj-
shahi and 246mm in Khulna
dhrtsiun

Transport
Workers
Federation
‘formally
splits

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Road Transport
Workers Federation formally
split Saturday with formation
of new committee with Manju-
rul Ahsan Khan as President
and Bhushan Ghosh as General
Secretary.

Khan was the Executive °
President of the former com-
mittee while Ghosh was the
General Seeretary of the
southern region of the Fp:lﬂa

cgates [rom across. country
at a special conference at the
Institution of Engineers,
T‘.hcathtrul workers’ m
holding vital executive posts in
the new commitiee included
Shah Alam — Executive Presi-

| dent, Abdur Rouf, Nurul Islam

and Liakat Hossain — Vice-
Presidents and Abdul Wadud
Nayan and Yakub Alf — Joint-

Sce Page 12Col 6

Kohl physically

assaulted

‘SCHWERIN (Ge Oet
tﬁn:lhr Hcmt Kohl was
physically assau by a man
in a crowd following him on ‘a
walkabout after German Unity

Day ceremonies today, reports
Reuter.
Witnesses In the _East

German of Schwerin saw a
man in Mﬂbﬂ#hﬁ

uﬂﬂrihtthtchnnum

the stomach.
The blow knocked the burly

Kohl off balance and the as-
sailant immediately fled.



