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Some of the proud gold medalists of the fm:'r day natmnal women's swimming champlnnshlps whlch concluded at the
Dhanmandi Women's Complex pool yesterday .

— Star photo

Premier league elites fear hangover

LONDON, Oct 2:
English champi-
ons Leeds Unti-
. ©d, whose Euro-
pean soccer exit
on . Wednesday
a- classic case of what
might have been, are among
scveral British clubs worried
about a domestic league
hangover tLhis weekend
following heady continental
adventures, reports Reuter.

Leeds, who almost stagcd
onc ol the greaf European Cup
comebacks by beating German
champions VFB Stuttgart 4-1
on Wednesday, only to go out
on the away goal rule, face Ip-
swich with manmager Howard
Wilkinson uncertain about the
after-effect’'s of a rousing night.

The English team, fired by
Frenchman Eric Cantona and
Scot Gary McAllister, pro-
duced one of their finest per-
formances in recent memory
only to be denied by some in-
creasingly pl.l'lit-'llrlcktﬂ
German defence. .

“From my point of view the

cms will come on Satur-

at Ipswich because night's
like Wednesday always have an
emotional impact on people,”
Willkinson said.

"They did everything that
was asked of them and they
showed that the quality of the
product in this country can be
ol the highest order,

“They will feet their stom-
achs are cight-feet deecp and
the pain is right at the bottom
But eventually they should have
less regrets”.

Willkinson's plans 1o
strengthen his team with the
proceeds from a good Euro-

finalised

MADRID, Oct 2: The trans-
ler of Argentine soccer star
Dicgo Maradona from Napoli of
ftaly to Sevilla was formally
completed on Thursday and he
will be free to play in a league
maich this weekend, Spanish

Soccer Federation officials
said, reports Reuter.

The ltalian Soccer Federa-
tion completed the transfer
paperwork by sending on an
international pass allowing
Maradona to play in Spain and
for a Spanish club in interna-
tonal championships.

Maradona played his first
soceer for 18 months in a
Irnendly against Bayern Munich
on Monday after a worldwide
ban for cocaine abuse. He said
he would like to make his club
debut on Sunday against Ath-
letic Bilbao.

But Carles Bilarde and
champion Luis Cugrvas were
not SO sure.

"If he is not ready to play
from the first minute he will
not go to Bilbao, ilardo said.

Cuervas [avours Maradona
playing his first match against

Wils

Real Zar at home next
Wednesday .
Gazza named in

| champions agairast

urrerted now.”

paign hasve been scat-
tcred 'I:n Lhe wiinds, lcaving
him to refllect on Leeds meod-
est mid-table possition in the
new English Premmier League. ~
He also knows that the high
number of fixtures thrust on
top English clubs means it will
be tough to maintain such high
standards.
"Performances . like that
shouldn't be thee exception

there is no need for them Lo
be. But generally they are be-

cause there arc so many cir-
cumstances, reasons and infllu-
ences that mmake perfor-
mances like that wery difficult,”
said Wilkinson.

‘1 was not exoeptional in
that it is not someething we are
no capable of proclucing again.
But twice a week, up and down
the country ...7?

"We were luckier not bet-
ter,” he admitzed. "Lecds
showed that they belong in the

top four or five teams in Eu-
ropc.

Manchester Untied, equally
deflated after their sinking on
penalties by Torpedo Moscow
on Tuesday, have a potentially
awkward trip to Middlesbor-
ough following their retreat
from Russia.

Liverpool, perhaps encour-
aged by their safe Cup Winners'
Cup victory ,over Apollon Li-
massol seck to remove them-
sclves from the boltom six in
the table against ShefTield
Wednesday with Welsh striker
Lan Rush already predicting
better times ahead.

Rush, who needs one more
goal to equal the club record of
286, said: "The good times
aren’'t that far away. Even
though we've lost games , we
haven't been battered by
tcams. | hope the kids come
out of this age better players™

Talking about ballcred,

after heady continental adventures

Spurs’ Scottish Striker Gordon-

Durte's recent experience will
concem all players as they lace
up their boots this weekend.

Durie, in hospital for rou-
tine knee surgery, suffered a
"violent reaction” to the anaes-
thetic and was reportedly in a
scrious condition until stafl in-
tervened.

Back on the pitch, top-of-
the-table Norwich visit third-
placed Blackburn in the lead-
ing contest in England, but
Saturday’'s most content sup-
porters may well be found in
Scotland.

Alter a great night for Scot-
tish football which saw
Rangers, Celtic and hearts all
produce excellent results to
reach the second round of
their respective European club

mpetitions, the basking trio
relatively undemanding con-

tests against Falkirk, Dundec

and St Johnstonc respectively.

WH lead Scottish league

GCLASCOW, Oct 2:

Clasggow Rangcrs,
lour points clear
at thae top of the
Scotiish Premier
Divission, should
maintain Lheir aclvantage at
home to Falkirk on Saturday

even though skigpper Rh:-hfnj
Gough 1s still sidelined,
reporis AFP.

The Scotland centre -back (s
making rapid presgress from a
groin injury, bwmutl not fast
enough to warran® a return to
action.

In his absence midlielder
Stuart McCall conslinues as an
emergency f[ull-back, while
winger Dale Gordon should re-
turn alter being omitted for
the 1-0 win ower Danish

champions Lyngbw in the Eu-

Wieghorst turns

down Dundee offer

LONDON, Oct 2: Lyngby
midfielder Mortemm Wicghorst
has rejected a 25«0, 000-pound

move (o Scollish Premier
Division side Dumdee, reports
AFP.

Dundee bosas Simon

Stainrod watched the 2] -year-
old in action. For the Danish
Glasgow
Rangers in the Emsropean Cup
on Wednesday ancd was hoping
to play him agajr"::ll Celtie on

Hﬂ-cver. Stainwod said: "He
promised me a deecision, but
remained undecidied. | asked
for a yes or no and he said 'No'
for the time being. There is lit-
te chance of things being res-

ropean Cup on Wednesday

Falkirk will prnhnbly recall
Forbes Johnston after suspen-
sion, and hope to bring back
winger Kevin McAllister and
goalkeeper lan Westwater after
tnjury.
Aberdeen, Heart of Midloth-
ian and Celtic, who share sec-
ond place behind Rangers, will
be hoping Fllltirh can pull offl a
shock result, ' particularly
Celtic.

Having produced one of
their greatest European come-
backs to overcome Cologne in
the UEFA Cup on Wednesday,
Liam Brady’'s side now attempt
1o revive their stuttering
league challenge at Dundee.

Rangers’ only defeat of the
scason came al Dens Park and
Celtic travel north aiming to
avoid their third consecutive
loss in the Premier Diviston.

Republic  of Ireland goal
keeper Pat Bonner retumns for
Gordon Marshall, but former
Scotland centre-back OCary
Gllilespie, dropped in favour of

Mike Galloway, may struggle to

regain his place.
Aberdeen will face new
Dundee United siriker Scolt

Crabbe, signed for 215,000
pounds from Hearts. He makes
his debut alongside Duncan
Ferguson, who returms from
suspension.

Aberdeen will be without
captain Alex Mcleish, who has
pulled a hamstring, but their
Dutceh goalkeeper, Theo
Snelders, is expected to re-
tum.

Hearts, who beat Slavia

4-2 in the UEFA Cup in

Thﬁ-m-rﬂ-rwkianm:muﬂm tour.

home to St Johnstone. Winger
Allan Preston, s as part n-f
the Crabbe deal with Dundee
United, is expected to make
his debut.

Saturday’'s Scottis premier
Division programme: Aberdeen
vs Dundee United, Dundee vs
Celtic. Heart of Midlothian vs
5t Johnstone, Motherwell vs
Airdrie, Partick vs Hibernian,
Rangers vs Falkirk.

Paok president

rebukes rowdy fans

ATHENS, Oct 2: Violent
Pack Salontka soccer fans who
slormed the pitch during a
UEFA Cup tie were con-
demned by the club's presi-
dent on Friday as "bums who
wanted to destroy the team,”
reports Reuler.

Pack wrote a black page In
its history. Those bums who
stormed the feld wanted to

destroy the team.” Thomas
Voulinos said.
The Athens newspaper

Eleltherotypia declared: "Paok
commits suicide and awaits a
iwo-ycar ban”

Al leas] 10 people were In-
jured and eight arrested when
riot police clashed with fans
who se¢t seals on fire and
slormed the pitch in protest at
the Greck team's poor perfor-
mance Iin Thursday's tie
against Parts St Germain.

The match was abandoned
al the end of the first half with
Paris leading 2-0. They had
won the first leg by the same
score.

UEFA is o make a

.hnpehlﬁ—nlll ruling in the next few days.
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—

poses with children at a football school in Istanbul on Thursday.

- AFP phnl.n

Sport

NEW DELHI,

2: Indian cr‘l:r:kr:t
sclectors have
done the impos-
sible by naming a

' team for the

historic Alrican tour that the
press said with one voice was
the best anyone could have
assembled, reports AFP.

Former Test batsman Gun-
dappa Vishwanath and his four
deputies on the newly-formed
selection committee won
unanimous PI'H'IIE from news-
E;;;erl today for going by the

k and springing no sur-
prises.

The 16-member squad Mo-
hammad Azharuddin will lead
to Zimbabwe and South Africa
is a "fine blend of youth and
experience”. The Hindustan
Times said and gave the sclec-
tors a "pat on the back".

The Pionecer said the selec-
tors, often dismissed as a
bunch of jokers, had walked
the "tightrope rather surefoot-
edly” and the Hindu wrote they
could not have done a better
job.

The

selection of the na-

| tional cricket team is one of

the most difficult jobs in India,
and has been accompanied by
controversy ever since the
Maharaja of Vizianagaram with
a batting average ol less than
one was named :klpptr in
1936.

He led the team to England
and his singular dlltinct‘.lnn
was to travel with dozens of
pieces of luggage and two ser-
vants. A letter-writer to the
Times of India called it "The
biggest catastrophe since the
Bengal famine”.

Infighting, factionalism and
intrigue have been rampant

with selectors usually pushing
for the inclusion of their own

candidates and coming up with
some {inexplicable combina-
tions.

Few, however, could find
fault with Vishwanath and his
colleagues, who Thursday
overcame regional pulls and
pressure in naming a balanced
team with continuity and cau-
tion as the watchword for the
grinding B5-day tour

The team that leaves Octo-
ber 14 will be the [irst in 22
years to tour South Alrica, who
are returning to the Test arena
from apartheid-induced

sporting isolation, and Zim-
babwe will be making their
Test debut.

Azharuddin kept his job as
skippers despite his sorry
record of losing six of the 123
Tests he has led the team in,
his brillance as a batsman de-
spite the pressure of captaincy
counting in his favour.

Vishwanath said the selec-
tors wanted to give him a “fair

", scotching speculation
that Lhey were ready to hand
over the captaincy to all-
rounder Kapfl Dev, who is

looking to become the world's
highest wicket-taker,

The restpof the squad, in-
clu-ding the only face Vijay Ya-

The Batly Shar 11

R e —
Vishwanath & co get pat on the back

dav, virtually picked them-
seives.

The 26-year-old wicket-
keeper-batsman has been
sparking touch and
at tlmn‘dnorl of the natid
side for a year.

Leg-spinner Al Kumile, 22,
forced his into the squad
with 13 wic in a trial
match here this week.

Chetan Sharma, who last
played for India in 1089, re-
tums as a member of the five-
man pace attack Kapil will
spearhead, and Woorkeri Ra-
man was picked as 1

opening

No tears were shed for the
five casualties of the 0-4 rout

by Australia last year —Chan-
drakant Pandit wh-n-m Yadav
replaced, openers Navjot
Sidhu and Krish Srikkanth,
leg-spinner Narendra Hirwani
and southpaw batsman Sourav
Ganguly.

Pressure of national expec-
tations will be immense on the
team, which will be out to im-

prnvt upon India's sorry
not winning

a Test
mru-u in ﬂ: years. Vish-
wanath said he was confident.

"It is a team with promise
and potential. | expect a good
performance from them on
tour,” the chairman of selec-

tors said.

Six-a-side : Heresy or revelation?

I IONG KONG,
2: Cricket will
extend its boun-
daries once again
when the inaugu-
ral World Sixes
tournament gets underway
here this weekend, reports
AFP.

Hong Kong, famous [or
staging the world renowned
Rugby Sevens, will now play

Lakers lavish
record sum on

Magic

INGLEWOOD, California, Oct

2: Magic Johnson and the Los
Angeles Lakers agreed a con-
tract extension here Thursday
worth a reported 14.6 million
dollars — a record sum for a
one-year deal in US team
sports, reports AFP.
The 33-year-old player, who
‘retired’ last November 7 allcr
testing positive for the H
virus that causes AIDS but who
played on the United States
team that won the gold medal
at the Barcelona Olympics, an-
nounced Tuesday he was re-
turming to the National Basket-
ball Assoeiation club.

He was already under con-
tract for the 1992-93 season
and for the following season at
2.5 million dollars a year.

The contract extension re-
portedly guarantees Johnson
19.6 milllon dollars through
the end of the 1994-95 season.

Lakers general manager
Jerry West said that the club
had planned to extend John-
son's contract through 1994-
95, even if he did not play
g

“This extension is some-
thing that club owner Jerry
Buss said he would do long
ago, but Earvin did not want o
announce it until after he
made his decision were thelr
or not to play,” West said.

“The extension has nothing
te do with Tuesday's an-
nouncement and is something
that we were going to do even
if he did not back to play.”

Johnson said he expects o
E:y between 50 and 60 games

the Lakers this season, out
of 82 on the schedule.

“It's time to go back to
work.” he said Tuesday in an-
nouncing hid comeback. "It is
time to have some fun. | think
the positives outweigh all the
risks. ”

The Lakers are scheduled
to start their pre-season
preparations in Hawail next
week. They open November 6

against the Los Angeles Clip-
pers.

Fischer-Spassky
13th game on

BELGRADE. Oct 2: Former
world chess ¢
Fischer and Boris

used

a Sicilian defence on Thursday
to start the 13th game in their
controversial 58 million dollar

host to past and present stars
of international cricket from
eight ol the nine Test playing
nations.

The tournament is the
brainchild of two men, English
cricket. Lover Brian Catton and
Indian businessman Papu Bu-
tani, who wanted to see Hong
Kong once more take the lead
in turming a staid sport which
originated in England into a
non-stop action spectacular.

World limited over champi-
ons Pakistan lead the way by
sending a team packed with
their elite, including fearsome
pace men Wasim Akram and
Wagar Younis and captain
Javed Miandad.

India, New Zealand, West
Indies, Shri Lanka and recent
additions to the Test fraternity

Zimbabwe have followed in the

footsteps of Pakistan by send-

ing strong squads comprising

the cream of their crop.
Dnljr England and Australia

BUFFALO,
Oct 9
Duran fed a stea-
dy diet of left jabs

in 18 1/2 months, reports AP.
Duran scored two knock-
downs on Wednesday before a
crowd of about 2,500 in
Memorial Auditorium, a bufld-
ing that holds about 18,000.
The fans

four world titles and they did
for most of the fight. There
were boos in the late rounds

when it became apparent that

Duran, 41, wouldn't win by
knockout. But the Panamanina

never seemed to really try for
a KO in the second half of the

fight.
Judges Andy Hey
Donald Nodecker

mann,
and Joe

Ware cach scored it 100-88 for

Daran.

Duran appeared pleased
with the victory.
was very ‘hurt * when he was
roundly booed alter being
stopped in the sixth round by
Pat Lawler in his last previous
match on March 18, 1981. Du-
ran aggravated a left shoulder
injury in that fight, but the
fans thought he had quit after
six rounds.

For his returm, Duran obwi-
ously kept his diet in check

re was no roll about his
middle as there had been In
some previous fights, and his
official weight was 166 1/2
pounds (75 kg). 1 1/2 (2/3
KG) under the limit for the
super middleweight division in

" B su(w;ime_ baCk

Rubfrm

to Tony Biglen to
win his first fight

obviously came
to cheer the former holder of

He said he

have restrained’ themselves
from sending current Test

players. This is because the top

players are contracted to their
respective boards which forbid
them to play elsewhere before
a Test scries.

England will be touring In-
dia and Shri Lanka in January
while Australia will soon host
the West Indies.

The only notable absentees
are the South Africans. They
pulled out of the tournament
due to the pressures of the
Currie Cup season, leaving
room for Zimbabwe's inclusion.

Organisers Cricket World
international are, however,
picased that they have got such
a good attendance on their
first attempt.

Even the Rugby Sevens took
time before it found its feet to
be accepted now as the
premier tournament of ils
kind in the world.

l.ike Sevens Rugby. the

which he will campaign in the
future.

Duran knocked the 31-year-
old Biglen, 1680 1/2 pounds
(73 kg), down in the first
round with a right hand that
caught the j man elec-
trician going backwards and
off balance.

There was nothing flashy
about the second knockdown,
however, which came with a
minate gone in the fourth
round, when Duran nailed

Diglen with a short left hook to

the jaw. Biglen up at seven
and lasted the round, althou
he was sent recling a t
hand. e

During the round, while
Duran had Biglen pinned in
Biglen's corner, Durln ltruch
his head thro
and shook his 'Hu tu
Biglen's father-trainer, who
was shouting instructions to
his son.

From the fourth round on,
Duran seemed content to jab
while landing an occasional
hook to the body and head.
Biglen, for his part, offered lit-
tic resistance, s ng most
of the fight backing away and
circling.

It was difficult to tell from
this fight, Duran's 96th, just
what the Il:n' "Hands of
Stone”, has left.

Duran, who has 87 wins, 60
hy knockout, says he wants to

t a title shot at lran

World Beo Council lu-
per middleweight champion
Duran beat on a decision
for the WBC t-
the in 1989,

Sixes cricket will be non-stop
action, made tu measure for
television speclators
thirsting for ln-unt dpt

The MCC laws of cricket
will generally apply. But the
variations are numenous.

Among the new rules are:
Each side will bat for five
overs:; a wide shall count as
four runs and an ektra ball will
be bowled; a batsman must re-
tire on scoring 31 runs: if five
wickets fall, the least bataman
will bat on.

For the Purist's palate, this
bag of laws in tantamount to
heresy.

But despite the I:hlm:
the rn.rtkﬂpcntl will be
it all seriously especially with a
purse of 10,000 pounds await-
n,g the winner

" Pakistan have been named
top seeds and will play in a
preliminary group comprising
Australia and hosts Hong Kong.
The other groups are New
Zealand, India, Zimbabwe, and
West Indies, England and Shr

The top two teams in each
group will qualify for the final
round.

TEAMS

Australia: David Hookes,
Graeme Wood, Greg Ritchie,
Geoll Lawson, James Pyke, Don
Connor,

England: Derck Randall,
Phil Newport, Chris Broad,
Matthew Maynard, Nick
Spcak, Tim Munton, Martin
Bicknell.

India: Kapil Deve, Ravi
Shastri, Maninder Singh,
Manoj Prabhakar, Chetan
Sharma, Ajay Jadeja, Vinod
Kambli.

New Zealand: Martin Crowe,
Ken Rutherford, Gavin Larsen,
Rod Latham, Andrew Jones,
Chris Harris, Adam Parore.

Pakistan: Javed Miandad,
Wagar Younis, Aamir Sohail,
Inzamam-ul-Hag, Wasim

A

start of the
12th game

i

chess Grandmaster Bobby Fischer asks officials to have journllinh removed at
13th game with Boris Spassky in Belgrade on Thursday. Spassky won the

——

— AFP photo



