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A Journey to the Roots of Indentity | Kachi-Kanchar Mela Attains an

OES history repeat
itself? If so, w is the
nature of that repeti-

tion is erucial for understand-
ing the meaning and nature of
the scientific and philosophic
study of history. Since all the
causes ol the present condi-
tions are rooted in the past,
every development in history,
irrespective of in which part of
the earth it takes place, leaves
a trace on the developments in
future. However, the process,
instead of being an endless
repetition of the same pattern,
forms a progressive design.

Hegel, S
bee, Fu uzm and others
analysing history from philo-
sophic outlook, put emphasis
on the deterministic progress
of history. Despite differences
of opinions of what should be
the final stage ol development
for mankind, all of them
asserted that all the events of
history are directed towards
certain of mankind.
Based on the deterministic
process of history, Mohammad
B Ahsan's 'In Search of a Na-
tion’ is an to study.the
evolution of h in the
perspective of six developed
countries as well as progress
in world history. Bangladesh,
still stayfng in an extremely
backward stage compared to
the developed nations, is pass-
ing a transitional in so-
cio-econo-political order and
its nationality is yet to be con-
solidated in the true sense. In

' such circumstances, such a

study is helpful not only to un-
derstand our real position
among the nations but also to
have a direction in finding our
future course of.action.

The author makes a brief
biscction of the six developed

countries of the world
(al some of them arc
. more loped than others)
for their stages of

history reaching up to this
stage of extreme prosperity.
The six countries are China,
England, France,
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IN
SEARCH OF A

Revolution: in USA , the Amer-
fcan Revolution; and in USSR
and China, the Communist
Revolution.” As in today, their
pasl is characteriscd by dis-
tinctivencss in palterns of
stages of development. In all
the countries, material and
ideological devclopments did
not come in the same pattern.
Interestingly, flourish in these
countries in different arena is
observed to be the influence of
carlier developments in the
form of localised changes in
other areas.

‘The Design of History' is a
comprehensive study of the
developments in economie,
social and political order
through ages in the global per-
spective. In thought and ac-
tion, man tends to follow a bet-
ter and u line, thus re-
placing the old by the new.
The motion of history starting
with a change in a specific area
acts as an early s of his-
lory
fereft

socicties gradually

as Machiavelll said, 1s
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sort of control, and #t doesn’t
have o be of the Left, it could
be of the Right.

- Of the economic forms that

|
|

leading to a world order. And
it tnv:hu a long complicated
‘process. From a net-
work of events and ideas in the
world history, the author dis-
covers a manifest reality of
mankind. According to him,
liberal democ and free
market economy are the high-
est forms of society achieved
so far and all the societies of
the world are fast coming un-
der its cover. And he foresces
the creation of a supra-national
states on the basis of eco-
nomic, political and military
cooperations to which nation-
states are likely to surrender
their sovereignty while retain-
ing their national identity.

In 'History of Bangladcsh’,
the writer gives a brief
chronological iction as well
as economic, social and politi-
cal implications of cvents in
differcnt ages starting [rom
the 4th contury AD up to the
achicvement of an indcpen-
dent sovereign homeland.

From ancient time to the
beginning of the modern ages,
through the process of sicady

evolution, some changes in so-

ciety, culture and administra-
tion took place but “the British
conquest accomplished over
the centuries what previously
rcmained unattainable.” Rela-
tively permanent consolidation
of India, introduction of mod-
ern science and technology,
political awakening and growth
.of nationalism brought an ac-
tual radical change in socio-
econo-political sphere of India.
In the final stage, India was

ablc 1o win freedom but at the -

cost of her unity — creation of
two states on the basis ol rcli-
gion. And alfter a course of bit-
ter relationship and sanguinary
libcration war, the birth of

clalism seems the most
promising in which it
be abh to control

- .Ph,u-frj Aﬂwﬂr Hfjllﬂlﬂ I

Bangladesh as an independent
sovereign state became a real-
ity, making her worthy of
searching for paolitical and
cconomic sell-determination.
In "Ban ésh: Hitherto
and Hencelorth”, the writer
shows the study of history does
not say much in favour of
Golden Bengal image in an-
cient and middle ages as de-
scribed by our nationalist his-
torians. However, In different
phases, this country observed
wonderful practice of justice,
consensus of ple [e.g. se-
lection of Gopal as king in 8th
cen AD) and some other
qualities of a modern demo-
cratic society. On the other
hand, "While the larger force
of history was shaping some
other nations to accommodate
liberal societies, the national
sentiment amongst the Bengali
pcol:lc had not been even
." And also, the signs ol
a democratic society arc ab-
sent to a great extent still to-

The author argues the
establishment of democratic
values and development of free
market economy as well as ad-
justment of population will
come finevitably as natural
course of history. In this con-
text, he also finds it crucial to
'settle the question of our na-
tional identity, the failure of
which may even threaten our

independent existence.

‘Growth of Nationalism’ is a
short analysis of the impact of
nationalistic spirit in the evo-
lution towards modern na-
tional states. Whereas nations
rediscovering their origin and
identity, such.as the Uzbeks,
Kazakhs, Ukrainians, Croats,
Bosnians have moved to seces-
sionism, collective concern in
arcas like economics and de-
fence have led West European
nationn states to form commu-
nity of states like European
Community.

The book deserves special
attention for its uniqueness —
first attempt ever to make a
comparative study of the his-
tory of esh. One has ev-
cry right to dilfer with the au-
thor, but the approach will un-
doubtedly supply materials for
thought to the conscious read-
ers.

a Method of Analysis, Marxism
as Valid as Ever’

Evidently, to increase the
forces of production at this
particular juncture, they

needed to make use of the
market, and market s not
Mmu-m

And of course, a lot of West-
ern socialists

are thinking
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‘tlon of the Mela are :

HE central Kachi-Kan-
char Mcla, children’'s
t organisation in
, will be ctlebrating
its founding ann
on B October. The three-
decade continuation of an
organisation in Bangladesh
without much rnmental
patronization deserves appre-
ciation. During this long period
many o isations were born,
but some of them had natural
death. A few other children's
organisations like Mukul Fauz

T

or Khe are not that ac-
tive as were one decade
back.

The Kachi-Kdanchar Mela,
with meagre resources, is still
s and clhm:‘m
for %ﬂm a e
crate titute children and
also children of middle class
families because of Lthe total

dedication and sincerity of the

Directpr of the Mela, Rukunuz- *

zaman Khan, who is popularly
known as Dadabhai. _
On 8§ October in 1956 this
organisalion came into being
formally at the residence of oc-
logenarian poct Sufla Kamal.
'‘Kachi-Kanchar Asar’, a page
for the children, was crtdl-
;::ed in the Bengall daily Itte-
Since then Kachi-Kanchar
Mcla has grown to its present
stature as a result of the

inspiring Ilecadership of
Dadabhai over’ the last 36
years. It has expanded its

activities all over Bangladesh.
Presently it has 250 active
branches. Some of the
branches have their own office
buildings in the countryside.
Initially the activities ol this
organisation had been confined
to holding literary seminars,
poetry recitation competition
and cultural shows. Cultural
shows are held mostly on
National and New Year
days. In mid sixties music and
painting classes were :
apart from library. Slowly and
gradually the strength of the
has increased. It has
over 3000 books for children.
It s iIndeed a success story.
Probably no other children's
organisation has ever made
attcmpt 1o organisc suc
classcs and library for the
children. It may be noted that
painting and music classcs are
conducted twice a week
without fecs. The Mcla
cncourages poor and middle
class [amilics 10 send thefr
children to these classcs.
These classcs provide oppor-

tunitics lor informal ceducation

Conslitutionally Kachi-Kan-
char Mecla is desigmed to pro-
mote social and cultural activi-
ties of the children. The
salient points of the constitu-
to en-
courage children to know cul-
ture, llicrature, science and
art; to buifld up healthy body
through sports and games; to
bufld up character of the chil-
dren to help them become
true citizens through honest
and just means; and to make a
pledge to eradicate illiteracy
and narrow-mindedness and to
serve the cause of humanity.
Neither this children’s organi-
sation has been afliliated with
any political party nor it fol-
lows any political jargon. Basi-
cally it is socio-cultural organi-

sorts of movements which

were eflfectively right-wing,

and not left-wing at JI.
Movements like UNITA in
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sation for the children. It has

been registered with the Min-

istry of Socta)] Welfare.
trend of Kachi-Kanchar

Mela is to uphoild the old tradi-
tion and values of the country.,

As the part of their.pro- -

grammes central Kachi-Kan-
char Mela had introduced tra-
ditional ‘lath! khecla' (play with
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Enviable Position

- by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

from organising symposfum
Language Movement, Indepen:
Kuage o 1 .
dence Day and m"m
bindranath Tagore and Nazrul

Islam as well as Shil
Zalnul Abedin and mmm

Jasimuddin, who are the pride
of this nation, Central Kachi-

Kanchar Mela sponsors paint-

L

Children in painting class at Kachi-Kanchar Shilpa Bitan.

sticks) and bratachar! (kind of
folk dance) which are on the
WILNC.

To make them aware of
modern technology Central
Kachi-Kanchar Mela used to
hold science class week-
cend for the children but the
scicnee class has been sus-
pended for the time being be-
cause of shortage of fund. Apart

ing competition and exhibi-
tions.

Since 1964, children of
Kachi-Kanchar Mela are partic-
ipating in painting exhibitions
at home and abroad. It Is pos-
sibly the single children's or-
ganisation in Bangladesh which
bagged large number of inter-
national awards (gold, silver
and certificate). in painting

and )
Beid in New Do, .
Seoul, London and Ankara. it fs
worth that a member of
the Kachi Mela, Ah-
sanullah, received two gold
medals in painting competi-
tion in New Delhi in 1978, oné
was Jawaharlal Nehru Gold

every yecar.
From 1973 o 1977 mem-.
bers of the Central Kachi-Kan-
char Mela took part in the an-
nual international children’s
camps held in Moscow and
Berlin. The children of Kachi-
Kanchar Mela first
prizes at the music compets-
tion held in children’'s camp In
1974 and 1978 in Moscow. In
1989, four children from
Kachi-Kanchar Mela had the
privilege to participate in the
international children’s
asscmbly in Sofia, capital of
Bulgaria, on being selected at
the competition held tly by

Shishu Academy and
in Dhaka.

Children of Kachi-Kanchar
Mela are not lagging behind in
braving the situa-
tion during Mﬂ calamities.

interesting enough to note,
many members of Kachi-Kan-
char Mela now occupy impor-
tant positions in bureaucracy
and educational institutions.

Kumar Guha,

._.‘
e I

Children of Kachi-Kanchar Mela p-rtiéip-ntin; in the music class.

gol quite a clear idea about
where their borders lie, but
they wish to control or exer-
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Continued from page 10
dust particles on the marble
surface. while the soluble salts
have gone into the pores of the
marble and brought about
considerable alteration.

The sandstone parts of the
edifice have been peeling off
and flaking There is white ef-
florescence on them consist-
ing mainly of chiorides and ni-
trates due to the atmospheric
action. There are also on
the sandstone, the white efflo-
::;rtm on which consists of

ts containing nitrosifying,
ammonifying and sulphur ox-
dising bacteria and fungl that
obviously have a ef-
fect on the stone. Technivco.
however, has not n a quan-
titative picture the damage
already caused.

The Taj presents several
problems not encountered by
marble monuments elsewhere
in the world. Fo experts
are therefore not Mkely to be
in a position to offer all the ad-
vice and help the Indians need
without making an exhaustive
study either of the al-
ready caused or of the enwvi-
ronmental factors at play.

Nothing short of a trichro-
matic colour determination of
the entire surface of the Taj

the Taj

offer any real t into the
various surface features. And in
the absence of such detailed
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