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Kind Re“q_fier

did not even know — was that continent. They were just lonese. Now, they . In rivers and then sec a flood s
are South Asian, their country being a founder do not even want to speculate
member of SAARC whose current chairman, only pray and hope that we won't
President Premadasa is assured of be in that viclous cycle again.

a warm welcome when he arrives here on said my that we won't see an-
Sunday ' . m.—‘.lh—m—-mw
True, some of them consciously cultivated is it that | see so few people
the British ways and eventually settled down in unlike in the when the start
_ the United Kingdom. But most were more the monsoon saw us rushing to buy this
concerned about being part of the new post-  essential protection against a downpour?
war world, sharing its promises, with their - ‘Maybe it is too expensive. Perhaps it is not
m':;!“rﬂ"h”‘d“““:"wﬂ of  mmuch of a protection during a heavy rain. |

ern thoughts as r assets. No
wonder, starting with the fifiies, Ceylonese m“"m"h"ﬁ.ﬁm
filled in several senior posts in the United Na- II""‘"
tions and took up high positions in who
newspapers in South East Asia, especially as 9‘:11,_

sports editors.

That pmhﬂlh casy-going I , from
a country had not known suc l.ﬂ:l-
ing poverty as its neighbouring India, d
also produce a sizable number of staunch

tion for the capital of Sri
weeks ago when | bricfed one of our feature
writers, S Bari whoe was proceeding to this island. And then pass by that coin shop

S WORLD

might t find interesting encugh to wrile
about. In thiw kind of bricfing. | usually take a
somewhat defensive position, conscious as |

start with, it was a cloudy . Suddenly,
staried raining very heavily. ., cveryone

:.—t it comes o wril in s M- opencd his umbrella. In a matter of minutes,
hope that diversity in the choice of . we were facing perhaps several thousands of
subjects adds more life and colour to a news - - them. Pandiyi turned to me and asked,
paper, that vibrancy that makes That rouble with the head of Lenin may “Swaran , am | addressing people or ad-
one publication nt from another. be still . Now , it will be worth something, dressing

perhaps a fortune after some years.”
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D URING the mid-filtics when | spent a
few

in London, passing mysell as a
t but quietly trying to make a
friends

HE datly mail from our readers gets

bigger by day, full of diversc views and
construclive ideas on national afllairs. A

few — indeed only
positions on currenl issues and more

a few — differ with our

made a living of sorts as a [reclance tourist carcer as a journalist, some of my best oficn than not, our contributors and gucst
guide, as he put it, earning modest commis- were from what was then called Ceylon. When columnists get their share of appreciation from
sions from the shops. Since | had no particular we.  teased them for getting their our readers.
interest in buying that moming, | in- mﬂkﬂu on a platter, thanks to the In one such letier published on Tuesday,
vited hig to join tea and snack — and a m movement in India, they would say, Parveen Anam has been ecommended for her
hlzmm—ul restaurant. “The British were too scared to fight us” or recent good piece, titled, “Beginning of the
P : :enmld-mnuu, ::_nly a few ycars mmﬂm;m in our regular “Dhaka Day by
government of Sirimavo Ban- cdw skyist Party which captured Day * :
Aranathe e coomicd out a maste trackdown  170e Soviet Union has parllament and, if | am not mistaken, joined &  The letter from Md Delowar Hossain who
on ultraJefdsts, thousands of whom were exe mldlneiab:mhmduappcw'ed coalition government of Sirimavo Ban- describes himscll as an "Ex-student of English,
culed and thousands more wore' put on the ﬁm mdiu Wr daranatke. We are not quite sure how this  University of Dhaka™ also has a sad note which
wantcd list. Talking to me almost In whispers unique dying breed, with all fts commitment to  has me decply.
and lcaving me In no doubt aboul his political m,ldd& Butyou can be sure, world revolution, differed from other brands of Afer wulating Ms Anam her treat- | k
SYSINERER. AW Sompanion geve e o in one form or another, the soctalists and leftists. But, with their Oxbridge E of G0 Suidott: Tamia savs. Vow, s 1 soaiy
briefing on fhe ! land's political situation, a St rvotskyist Party still survives i hackground, they certainly produced some su- o 00 B0 ol L S e brown patelios devels ¢
vation which was part fascinating and part l_ ves in perb tarians, much better in stealing Soadn disense Sor laot Bve " .ul .;‘m':m: places. But this MH#:E:
* frightening, with the country, once described Sri Lanka. Maybe it is just part of a show in a debate than In winning & battle in sested (9 Bee long ln_m"‘:’m‘e‘ wu-l;:- atid 5 Tapson Gayway; The
::;le. 05 SN0 SUNIN y Shapgiet- 1N -4 RV MMMMM """*: Soviet Union has and social. Crease in my memory and thinking power, | | great monuments, cathedrals
Maks ead this island try to read almost all the important and infor~ | and works of art in Europe
: ng one fction after another, like nation. tsm has peared from most of its former tes asthalan thot S The Dall Biar. | havic smlliorad ‘
some Marxists do even when it comes to the strongholds. But you can be surc, in onc form 22 ;:ﬂ:: - . sl more damage in
to that effect. We would tease back, ‘or another, the Trotskyist Party still survives in ARcr my desth, the ry of The Daily Star | the last 50 years than in the
- & y be stopped as no other member of the 300 What
‘Why should the British fight their own  Sri Lanka. Whether it posscsses that in- vead -2 m': ke A l’"'l:’“" dﬂ-"’“’" -
people?,” a reference to the English ways.,  domsitable spirit thal moves the island as a family fs appreciat English reading “"“I I"m"’- "ﬁ'”"";'ﬂ::
whole or lives in an fllusion ol jis pwn creation All we can sqy in response this to ut t.:::mc the.

is another matter. Here, | am far from compe-

inspired the satirical book, titled

Mm—mm journalist, Tarzie Vittachi.
back, | sus many of my fricnds
were not particula

themselves as people from the Indian sub-

ly in education and culture, of our

- Ceylonese (riends-who,~
later,

"Brown Sahibs”'by the noted Sri Lankan

comfortable calling

tent to pullrl! judgement.

O, at long last, the rains have come, re

us of the "Better late
than never.” Whether we will have
downpour every day, watch the watcr Jevel risc

letier, “Thank n,
longer than ‘you or your doclors cx
may we, in Star, scrve you lo the best of

ability. Let this paper remain
your daily faithful companion that you can
trusl”
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After Two Centuries Wig and Gown are on Way out

RITISH{ author Ewvelyn
Waugh put his finger

on it, gleefully obser-

ving how it is “very hard for a
man with a wig to keep order.”
The heartlessly brilliant
novelist was referring to bald-
ing teachers with a penchant
for toupees, but his words are
being remembered for their
rélevance to an issue now

gripping an allied prolession.

That prolession is the law,
and the issue is whether
. judges and barristers should

make the final leap from the
18th to the 21st Century by
abandoning their bygone wigs
and gowns and adopting con-
temporary clothes in court.

The question has become
an issuc since the two most
figures in Eng-
land and Wales have now de-
clared themselves in favour of
more modern, simple legal at-

i

:

In a seemingly unprece-
dented move, the Lord Chan-
cellor, Lord Mackay of Clash-
fern, and the Lord Chief Jus-

Reactionaries are
to think that the end may be in
sight for the picturesque

the “black cap,” the silk trian-
gle which a judge dons when
passing the death sentence
(retained on Statue in Britain
for treason and with vio-
lence: the last set of working
gallows, at Wandsworth Prison
in London, is lcsted every six
months).

The critics contend that
such trappings arc anachronis-
tic and unnecessarily intimi-
dating, reinforcing suspicions
that the law {s remote from
and out-of-touch with ordinary
people in exists to serve, also
that justice i{s less accessible
than it should be.

Lords Mackay and Taylor
are already showing sympathy
with such views. They that
what matters to the pu is

the of justice — and
that ﬁ:hgu not appear to be
an impression of wishing lo
live in another age.

The matter may not r-
ate a much heat as t of
whether the Duchess of York _
“Fergie” — should be snapped
cavorting au naturelle in St
Tropez, but will reverberate
more widely.

For British court dress was
part of the baggage exported
with British-style justice in
colonjal days to all countries

within the old Empire — and it

lingers on in a perhaps sur-
prising number of Common-

wealth nations.

rers appeas i s n fed
:rh provincial courts
British Columbia has ac-

wige n i courts » punisiisble
Jurists are however,

Nicola Cole writes from London
H
wig and gown, traditional dress in English

The

courts, and still worn in many Commonweaith
countries, may be on the way out. Judges and
barristers are increasingly shedding traditional
attire. Now even England, where wigs and
inated more than two centures

gowns orig

ago, is debating the case for more modem
dres

coats and white trousers.

Changes of the kind pro-
posed in Britain “never happen
in a vacuum,” declares Jeremy
Pope, director of the Com-
monwealth Secretariat’'s legal
depariment.

The trend is more and
more towards greater infor-

mality in general and it is "all

one way ... | am not aware of

anyone who has reinstated
wigs and robes.”

Yet even in the hottest cli-
matcs, adds, “enormous

importance” is

| attached to

This

ceremwnial robes and full-bot-
tomed wigs (albeit at nearly
$1.600 a time). Zambia and
certain Australia states are

cases in point.

so far discussed
question of court attire.

"We haven't considered it as

think that what

and Wales
other countries. They'll follow
their own course.”

will centre not on
5 whether a male judge looks
better in historic robes than a
mmll.urlﬂg—.dm:d&-
male barrister resembles "a
Botticelli angel” — One infor-
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the The risk is that they “will

look ridiculous,” says Pope.
When a sub- stalc
achieved 1 . Iis

Chief Justice was kitted out in
full regalia — until the Attor-

in -General said: "Have you
affect mﬂdrﬂurldi'hy SO many
passengers from cruise ships

visit your court? It's because
they want to see a black man

wearing a grey wig™ ... — Gem-
ini News

now a [ree-
. was staff writer

mal justification — but on ;.. 4,n Times and Financial
whether such tunwut;l e o with the Lon-
hasise the identity, dignity 4., Bureau of The Australian.
End authority of individual of

courts.
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| do appreciate your senliments, we certainly should not
tern

model blindly. But as more more and ,
workforce ccrtain changes in the family

bound to take place, this is a reality one has to

accept. The in question is
will all Inv:h::,ﬁu sooner or later. There is no getting away

t raising an issuc which we

tion will never have as
children as our mothers did.
alfectionate or feel less for the

women Iin our

ladies to "Iuﬂ‘wm think she (s
draw the relevant in ' stay does not want to accept the fact that she is
sister, * comments a Jamaican mmw-hﬂﬁrmrduﬂndqm
Government spokesman. children will get married and have d family, this women
seems to be very different from the rest. You should have
The Commonwealth Law- advised her not to interfere in her daughter’s life because she
yers Association, representing | will cause unhappiness.

120 law societies and 700
individual jurists, says it has

pect, and B |

refinery is a tortuous and
murky one. When the project
was first announced, some
environmentalists protested

that it was likely 1o damage not

only the Taj but the entire
complex of Agra-Sikri-
Bharatpur, including the Ghana
bird sanctuary. What appears
strange in retrospect, though,
is that the terms of reference
of the very first oflicially
constituted expert committee,
which was asked to suggest
measures for protecting the
Taj and other monuments
from the harmful effects of the
pro refinery, did not
include the possibility of
shifting the project itself to
another site away from Agra to
the downward windside. The
recommendations  of the
report, still under the
consideration of the m-
ment, is not mandatory.
Meanwhile, the construction
work on the refinery was never
halted, even temporarily: and,
by the beginning of 1980,
when the waste gases and lig-
uids emanating from the par-
refinery had

Dear Sultana,
My answer to the above letter should make my
clear on this issue. | however agree that after children
become adults and get married, the less parents interfere in..
lfmlrhvﬂﬂubettcrnrﬂ&m!hwhatldidadﬂn. |

Technico, the surface alter-
ations of the marble are due to
algae, which have penetrated
some microns deep into the
stone. The algae have pro-
duced black spots which, a lot
of experts feel. may - have im-
prisoned some particulate
matter within it. These,
Technico reports. have a good
coverage are corrosive due
to the presence of oxalic and
muramic acids. ’:’hcy are ac-
companied by decomposing
mcr:om Some of them
cause disintegration and perfo-
ration of the stone; some fix
atmospheric nitrogen to pro-
duce nitrogen f’n.:round-:
while others are by the
nitro-bacteria which cause fur-
ther corrosive action. The al-

gae, it is further pointed out by

Technico, foster sulphur and

ammeonifying bacteria which
might swell in number with
the passage of time. The red-
dish , brown or yellowish
dust from the marble contain
salts and a number of microor-
ganisms. Sulphates. chlorides
and nitrates are present in the
on page |1

position

Dear Mita,
After much hesitation | decided to write. | in love with
umunbu!mypamusmmahﬂuund me o marry

;
]
:

Yes, this is a very difficult situation which needs a lot of
thought and some serious thinking. Firsi, there is no scope
for you to be confused. You have to decide what your priorities

are and before you do that who do you really love



