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be a world authority on
Marxism, Professor

*Marxism in the Post-Soviet
World®, at the Bangladesh
Institute of Development

by Sabir Mustafa

“The philosophers have hitherto only interpreted the world, but the point is to change it”, That is what the inscription on the tomb of Karl
Marx in Highgate cemetery in London reads. But, as DAVID MCLELLAN, Profegsor of Political Theory at the Wniversity of Kent in
- Canterbury, Britain, points out in an exclusive interview given to the Daily Star, Marxists are still proving better at interpreting the
world than changing it. Renowned author of a series of books including Karl Marx: His Life and Thought, Marxism aﬂe{' Marx, Engels,

yields the prescription. In

society which was radically

do with the project of

tions of production, namely be

alysis, Marxism is as Valid as Ever’'

and recent cvents as

ture tour, McLellan talked to . . . . SLe i : ' : g ;
. z::m Mmm over a wide area. Ideology ett. ,McLellan, 52, has been researching into the relationship between politics and religion lately, which formed the main topic SR
re o Soviet
' . ! . : 3 - : : DM: Yes, | think that is
system to the continuing suc | of one of his more recent books, a biography of French philosopher Simone Weil published in 1990. right. Porgruprdie
DAILY STAR : A while o0y of the mﬂ‘:IMt of changing soctety In a so- RS inherits, when the revolution  oped extremely rapidly. Lot :ﬂl ""‘-"I'*"'"J'“";fn"'flr R;rht:
Hc’fﬁ'mm“m controlling the economy in cialist revolutionary way. 'Ommmmfumwhmhcmnoteope comes, a society which is or;:npl: would say, that one growth of the Soviet burecau
saying‘that socialism didn't  gjyiet 1 way Well, in a way it has been : : : rich. The only trouble with of the reasons cracy, but he never asked him
die naturally in the Soviet e oot is | think that Sinioieetal s the with ecological threats is capitalism. = ¢ ed . s t all
Unfon. It committed suicide = . re fn the that it hes produced revohs. Socialism seems the most ' way in mt“ ' et fm':ﬂ"""" s Rl kD st a3
or it was killed off. Is there  Govies Unioh did mot have the  tomary  mebements wrih ich it mi : el oLyl Gor omenl Fontan, howbvwr Sl avtabioh & cvstaliot sestiy
much substance to Castro's  peneficiary economic effects  have been able to occas :nallyt which it might be possible to mﬂ:dm:dmunﬁwu have been, undmulﬂ:l s lhﬂ!ﬁftm
claim? What sort of mistakes that some might argue it did introduce  forms of ﬂfthﬂtm'. bl et pro- it was you could say that
did the Soviet communists . ol socicty , but there is a lot of developing all these capitalist at least Lenin should have sasd
make which led to social- -hth‘“ United States. and government which you wealth there. relations of production. When to himsell — maybe he did say
fsm's degeneration in East- s it . could rightly call socialist. So, basically there s the autocracy is removed, it to himself, who in one
% Burope? which °“ spelt the long-term Unfortunately however, these enough to go around all the all suddenly surfaces. of his more thoughtful me-
- decline of the Soviet econ- societies did not manage to citizens. And f there s So, , the peri- ments — that Iy it was a
DAVID McLELLAN It And | do take the view hold on to or continue basic enough to around, then ods of autocratic rule acted as mistake to start a revolution
seems 10 me that the reasons that the political system can- socialist forms for very long. the pol questions are a kind of umbrella, like a hen under these sort of circum-
for this are largely economic not forever survive the lack of In that sense, transform- not so important because on an for the - stances.
If you analyse it from a Marx- a successful economic base. ing socicties in the direction they are not questions of life ment t ca But | think, in Lenin's de-
fst perspective as | am in- DB ; Hhisi wandd snilivate of properly soctalist govern- and death. We can share ft, relations and forces of pro fence you could certainly say
clined to, you can say that the Marxism as a theory? Do you ment has not, so far at least, -h.:tlfﬂ:trtuonj]rmufn duction. that he never for a moment
economic organisation of the think it was a prescription been successful. But that food for you or me, we are li- Now, some t {t — you get this fecling
Soviet Union — a command, for revolution, revolutionary  O0°SM'! mean jo say that they able to fight over it, and it  want to from clearly from his writings —
highly-centralised econo change and future shape of haven't achieved an awful lot, does become a matter of life to say, that in the general that Russia would be left alone
— was very effective under soctety? Or do you take the in the sense of raising the or death. Some people have Marxian scheme of tory to construct socialism in a
certain circumstances in in- view that it was simply an level of productive forces. to go to war. where one mode of uc- single country. And that Stalin
the Gross National analysts of history? And of course in large parts In those circumstances of tion succeeds another — feu- would and demonstrate
Product (GNP) and the pro- of the world, achievements in incipient civil war and all dalism, capitalism, commu- that the doctrine of soctalism
ductive forces. DM : | think in the ideas  health, education, literacy that kind of the riscof  nism — the cffort to produce  in a single country was infact
I think the Soviet Union of Marx, both these things and all these things, have an autocratic t a socialist system in the So- in tune with the Marxist vision.
did precisely that in the are undoubtedly there, it s been quite remarkable. Cuba becomes inevitable. viet Unfon was, in fact, pre- What eclse could Stalin do
1930s, 40s and 50s, but  both an analysis and a ‘pre- is a good example of that. It has nothing to do with mature. but say this, when he is left
then i to encounter scription. In Marxism, both However, there is still an Marx, or Engels or even But nevertheless, this has alone? He's got to say some-
growing difliculties from the  these things are united to- tmmmlyhngmm'ftn Lenin, it has nothing intrin-  served a historical duty in thing and he's got to say that it
60s onwards. The difficulties gether, inextricably inter- terms of the visfon ich sically to do with the doe- playing the same role for the s In tune with Marxist
were connected with the fact twined, because the analysis Marx had sketched out, of a trines of Marxism. It has to development of capitalist rela-
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ment, iron ete, but if you thing as an independent amount of wealth which ac- tion ly in an underde- protected period, an infras- guggesting is the main Manxist
want to diversify Iture  analysis. crued to individual members country. . tructure h can then be- trend here — that the revohs-

the sort of con- In Marxist thought, the of society was according to More interesting but a dif- come a capitalist society, just tion in Russia would be
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Bangladesh-China Ancient Link Role of Atish Dipankar Srijnan
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Besides A Account of his journcy on simple hacid - teachings never contradicted |ate sixties and carly Seventies
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Before his visit to Tibet. he monastery since the time of
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merchant and studied ;Iﬂhrql'thn-: is its prool
Buddhist for = I loda Atisha's
years under Guru bawl, - rika”
who was considered the great wooden stick are enshrined
est scholar of his times in
thre Asin.

WLII;-
for 1S
years
Mahavtharas like Vajrasana, Atish Dipankar Srijnan

|
if

been translated in English and = comprises the essence of Bud-
published by the Chinese Bud-~  dhist . He advocated
dhist mlhn from Beijing, higher moral life, humility and

|




