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~ Dhaka, Friday, October 2, 1992

with the Press

The of Pakistan has been prudent
eno to drop the sedition charges it had
t against three journalists, all connected

with country's largest selling English daily.

the News. In annou the move on Wednesday
which Prime Minister Nawaz Sharifl said was in

to an appeal by the National Assoclation
of r Owners and Editors, the govern-
ment the established press bodies, such as
the All-Pakistan Newspaper Society (APNS) and
the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors
(CPNE) to take up the matter whlcgn E:d provided
the basis for the charges.

The charges related to the publication of an
Urdu poem printed the Islamabad edition of
the News on September 7 criticising the gov-
emment over a couple of current financial scan-
dals and, as an official of Ministry of Interior said,
"u an l.l"l'l'& take-over” of the administration.
m«rx with the poem. the paper had also pub-
1 an investigative economic report. Acting
obviously under ial pressure, the paper car-
ried a {ront-page apol for the publication of

the report and suspe the journalist who had
written the !
The matter ld have ended there. However,

whatever might have been the motive of Prime
Minister Sharil, a sense of vendetta against the
News or a desire to set an for the coun-
E ly independent press, the authort-

o I}he -edlhunn t:ht E:!Ed ainst (t:l‘]‘f c}htﬁt
$ much res itor-in-Chiel, Mir
mmmnmn. lhepg:cxmutm Editor, Maleeha
Lodhi, a noted woman journalist of South Asia and
mﬂtr Saeed med. A special court in
d issued summonses on Sunday against
all three who, if convicted, could face prison
term of 14 years each.

Understandably enough, the case trigg
widespread criticisms [rom virtually all opposi-
tion ies, from the Pakistan People's Party to
the Jamaat-e-Islam, a cross-section of the edu-
cated elite and the journalist community, brand-
the attack on the News as a blatant example
he government's intolerance of criticism.

Since the protection of press freedom has uni-
versal implications, not to mention of its special
relevance to newly-emerging democracies like
Bangladesh and Pakistan, we should indeed treat
the withdrawal of the case against the three jour-
nalists with reliel. However, there is no indica-
tiori that the move reflects a genuine change of
policy on the part of Islamabad, not just a tactical
retreat from an untenable position that Sharif
realised could not be sustained for long. It re-
mains to be seen whether the government of
Pakistan will learn any lesson from its bungling of
the aflair and whether other governments in
South Asia, including In Bangladesh, will try to
understand that dealing with the press should
not be a matter of tactics. Instead, it should be
based on a sincere understanding of the role of
the press and of its unique responsibility as a
watch- of national aflairs. This does not mean
that the press as a whole or an individual news-

Puidtakes, evert blunders. The News probably

too far in pub a poem that, possibly meta-
hr::at'lt:'a!llly.’pt:ullg1 or an army take-over. I?'nwcvcr
e cause of press freedom goes by default if the
government should unce on an offending
publication or a journalist every time a mistake is
committed, instead of issuing a set of warni or
using such bodies as the Press Council in
msadcsh or the APNS/CPNE in Pakistan. In the
analysis, it all boils down to the question of
tolerance, without which the attitude towards the
press of a democratically elected government
may sometimes be no dillerent from that of a
dictatorship, notwithstanding the change in laws
and lip service paid to freedom of the media.

‘Our Elder Citizens

The International Day of the Elderly was ob-
served in desh yesterday, as elsewhere in
the world. The question of the elderly has so far
been looked upon more In terms of taking care of
them, building elderly homes, extending special
medical facilities for them etc. For a poor count
like ours, social support for the welfare of the 3’
derly remains extremely inadequate, as so many
other things. Here our culture comes in for great
h:lp.l.ﬁ.s mlglc?t of thu.:l orient, so also in our own
country, elderly people are highly revered and
the family takes on the rtsponlglb{llty of loo
after one's own elders. It is only with the sprea
of erty and rise of homelessness that the

roblem of looking after our poor elderly people
as acquired such a dimension.

However, today we would like to focus our at-
tention on a diflerent type of problem of our el-
derly people. That of retiring them. even when
they have years of active service to render to the
lnr:teg We are not advocating that service length
be nded — which in fact i{s being done in
many countries— but that ple who are being
retired from their regular jobs, should not be re-
tired from Iife itself. Ways could be devised, and
plans be made to put our elderly population to
useful service. It is often said that for active per-
sons, the fear of retirement comes not from eco-
nomic insecurity, but from the fact that they will
not have hing to do. For people who are men-

cannot make |
went |

tally and physically fit this is indeed a dreadful
thing (o face. _
in many countries, qualified elderly people are

jobs as advisors and consultants — at
a fee lower than normal. This serves the dual
purpose of looking after the elderly and also
muﬁ on cost. | e the experience and
expertise t manager ol an international com-
rlny would share with his or her younger col-
cagues If given a chance! In some countries
grand parents are now being hired in day care
centres. This serves both ends well. The lonely

ers

grand parents joyful days and the you

get that o
md’tlut can give. There

- abroad that
and

groups.
Time has come for us to look into such possi-
- . There are thousands of highly qualified
retired professionals, government oflicials and

thatdcalwﬁhhnm hwwledﬂ:m lkfll:&
w.pec:lllly u tutes

rmmhbodh“mulfputw use a reser-
voir of highly qualified would be

eclections at the

, union and thana levels
completed. Of the
districts, 43 have
already had their elections and
rest will be completed by

pro-
of overhauling the party
become essential for the
ruling party because the task
facing them have undergone a
qualitative change alter win-
ning the clection in February
9l.

pattern similar to that of the
AL.

In response to my question
as to what, Il anything, Is ex-
pected out of the party meet-
ing, BNP secretary general
explained that the party con-
stitution is likely to undergo
several changes to suit the
changing political and soctal
needs. Anz to claborate, he
said, that the BNP constitution
will be recast to make it bettcr
suited to implement the 19

nt programme of the party's
ounder late President Ziaur
Rahman. There is of course the
question of incorporating the

AStarg_:ecm_g

A Revolutionary in a Three-piece Suit : Meetin

OW that Mir Murtaza
Bhutto, elder son of the
executed Prime Minis-

ter of Zulfikhar Ali
Bhutto, come out openly to
talk about his outfit, Al

Zulfikar, 1 recall the time
when | met him in Kabul some
twelve years ago. | have
retained the notes since.

it was late last September.
The search for material for my
book, Report on Alghanistan,
had taken me to Kabul. As soon
as | came oul of the airport, a
short st man came up to
me and whispered in my ears,
"Murtaza, Bhutto's son, wants
to met you. We shall eat to-
gether.” 1 had not decided
where to stay but he said he
would find out since unlf Lwo
or three hotels were allowed
to put up foreigners.

Until then | did not know
that Bhutto's son was in Kabul.
My impression was that he was
in London. Bhutto, his father,
whom | had met a time
in Pakistan and elsewhere, had
once or twice mentioned about
I’t son ng at Oxford. But
Bhutto would often talk about
his daughter, Benazir, not any-
ong clse.

Though very busy during
lhe day my thoughts went
again and again to the evening
appointment. Why did Murtaza
want to 'meet me? How did he
come to know of my arrival? In
a place where the Russians
were watching every stone, not
to speak of men, | felt some-
what uneasy.

The same squat rson
picked me up fmmtiwpchulcl
and drove me to a large, mod-
crn mansion. This was not
Murtaza's residence; he had a

bungalow elsewhere. Two men

and a were sitting in sofa
chairs. were introduced
to me as Murtaza, Shahji and
Mrs Shahji. A child was glued
o TV. He was Shahji's son.

Sir, Seemingly, none of the
vices stands so striking as
poverty does. From among a
panoply of other ills and evils,
poverty could be identified as
the lone biting the vast mult-
tude of the people.

In this capital city, where a
small segment of the people

S b o Bece of
ern -sty grace o
dish-antemna and becoming
discontent to their already
high Itving-standard, thou-
sands of malnourished chil-

" Gen Zia Ul H

emy, eradication of tlinteracy,
compulsory education upto
class 8 lor women, suppres-
sion of violenece in educational
institutions and some such

things will now find greater
em in the party constitu-
tion.
Somethi els¢ he men-
tioned that | nd quite inter-
esting He said BNP was look-
ing at the prospect of
greater links with like
Elltk:-] parties abroad, who
lieve in democracy, market
economy, multi-party system
etc. He said communists were
good at it but the democratic
parties, cspecially those in our

t::'l of the world, are not
n for forging such links
He cited the exampie of the
recent visit by the members of
the Communist Party of China.
BNP was planning to return
the visit, and in so might
visit North Kerea. is desire

to for links with like-
mlnde:t liberal democratic
parties, did

preoccupation with running
the government. Mr. Talukdar
brushed aside the criticism
and said government's activi-
ties always attract more atten-
tion than the party's. But there
has been no let up In ac-
tivities at any time. My further
question that BNP did not ap-
pear to functiop as a party, but
more through administrative
fiats, received a flat denial
However he said all this will
change for the better very soon
as the party will have estab-
lished a regular office. He
seem to th that lack of a

Murtaza tumed out to be
younger than | expected. He
looked hardly 20 but he said
he was 26. He was handsome
but his expensive clothes gave
him a foppish look. He wore a
well-cut three-picce westlern
suit, a neatly-knotted silk
necktic, a shirt with gold links
showing omtside of the toat-
sleeves, and patent lecather
shoes. As he stoed up. he just
looked a tall boy. Even though
he had a thin moustache and
talked like a mature person,
his sparse constitution told on
his deportment.

was broad, in his late
thirties; his gold fillings
showed every time he laughed.
He had escaped from Pakistan
or, more appropriately, from
aq, Pakistan Chief
Martial Law administrator, to
seek refuge in Alghanistan. His
wile wore silk salwar and
kameez, with a gold-embroi-
dered dupata. -

"My [ather used to mention
your name.” This was how
Murtaza started the conversa-
tion. What he had said was
perhaps true because when |
was Bhutto's trial in
llllur: % he had sent me a
couple of messages from jail
through his lawyer, Bakhtayar.

| was keen to find out what
Murtaza was doing in Kabul. "]
am raising a resistance force to
intervene in Pakistan,” he said.
"PLA", and then he spelled it
oul as the Pakistan L§

sation). He went on, "Really
spcaking, we are an armed
wing of the People's Party of
Pakistan. Many People come
from Pakistan training and
return to their positions after
the completion of the course.
We are constantly in touch
with them.”

He gave me the detafls of
various raids they had carried
out in Pakistan. There werc

tors beyond their manipula-
tions than the ones they hold
strings.

There s a vicious circle of
poverty. Think of a female
child born in a rickshaw-
pullers family, who is brought
up malnouris and reaching

sent to a well-to-do
hold to become a servant
—as which does never

t stri of. , d con-
iFLructlnipe:nrk:r?m male-child
has very meagre chance to go
to |chcgl rather than following
his father suit. -

The reverse trend of the
children of poor people get-
ting educated and those of
richer ple going astray is
very infreque seen. In this

entire fn.mul'nf process, the
roots ol poverty go deeper into

ration -
Army (now Al Zulfikar organi- |

Lthc soclal strata where they

anticipated, receive
straight forward answers, and
after saying things like police
ng their search
etc. Mr. Talukdar said in a
forceful manner that terrorism
will never be climinated uniess
all political parties co-operate.
Well that is what our newspa-
per has been insisting on. all

through. So what is being done
o get all parties to co-oper-
ale? The Prime Minister called
lor an all parties meet - refer-
ring to the call several months

The Third View

of organisational discipline.
Some said that sudden as-

sumption of cabinet positions

by many party stalwarts had
created a vacuum at the top

level which is yet to be ade-

ago -, but the leader of the op-

position did not respond. Is
there
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constitution gives far
power o the party chief than
does the AL's. However. in

practice both- Khaleda and
lHasina run their

way lo mainiain one's popular-
ity among those who have

bynnltlpﬁu'

also several instances of sabo-
tage and bomb blasts. What he
described mec an impres-
sfon of the Al Zulfikar being a
terrorist organisation. | told
Murtaza that most people did
not know that the PLA was ac-
tive in Pakistan. | expressed
my doubt as to whether a few
hit and run exercises could
dislodge an entrenched mili-
tary junta.

“There are many young mil-
itary officers with us, both
from the army and the air-
force. We are in close touch
with them,” he said. "Once we
are able to pile up pressure
from without they will rise
from within.” Murtaza was con-
firming what | had heard dur-

ing my visits to Pakistan that

were officers who
had sworn to avenge Bhutto's
execution. But the group was
said to be small.

| did not want to disillusion
him. He scemed to imagine
himself at the head of a libera-
tion army entering Islamabad
in the midst of defending slo-
gans “"Murtaza Zindabad",
“Bhutto Zindabad".

the silence, Mur-
taza said that there was no
other way out. The people in
Pakistan were so afraid and so
demoralised that they could
not rise in revolt on their own,
"We have to help them.” He
often shook with anger, he did
not say it but it was clear that
the uppermost thing in his
mind was to revenge the exe-
cution of his father.

"A conquest from outside,” |
went on raising doubts and he
went on sa it was possible.
And then mentioned some
of the countries he had toured
Libya was his

main prur Subsequently, |

exist.

It a that the teeming
millions of the hapless
poverty-stricken ple are
destined to be in endless

gloom, However, prospects,
althou bleak, have been
around to fight this vice. A so-
cial milfeu to streamline the
forces to eflectively combat
poverty is required. Hands
with éexpertise to mend the
social fabric eliminatin

poverty are to be sprou
through appropriate policy
changes. , the debilitat-
ing vice, should not be looked
upon with fatalistic resigna-
tien.

Md Abdur Rouf
?mlam Zahurul Haque Hall,
U

from there, the PLA should
also be allowed, he argued. "l
to be in Delhi in the
of 1981, Murtaza
added. "We shall meet Mrs
Gandhi and other Indian lead-

let us open our office.”
He was reluctant to discuss

OPINTON

democracy. What will her role
be, now that the needs a
different kind leadership

cre is immense rival
among her licutenants ..3

sharp ings at crucial
levels d’t!:. :tr:

, but
the fact is that there is neo
gcnerally acceptable number
two In her party. From the
outside one does not get the
impression of a well co-ords-

ir own different dfu"
tions. I there s a caucus
which works very closely with
her, the people in her party
are not aware of It. Being the
head of the government of a

in no time, the ashtray was
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" Radical Solution for the Debt Problem

For many r countrics,

the debt trap
possible to escape or to bear
with. To "export their way out
of the debt crisis” is not a real-
istic option. Restructuring of
dcbt is no longer a solution.
Negotiations concerning bilat-
eral loans that take place in
Paris oftén end up in postpon-
ing payment of interest, which

- means with each round ol ne-

gotiations, the debt burden ac-
tually grows. Suggestions often
made on various occasions and
indeed repeated here by some
distinguished lgcakerl to the
elfect that debtor countries
mobilize more vigorously their
internal resources and orga-
nize their management ol de-
velopment activitics more effi-
cicntly, are well-taken. But
that Id also call for a clean
slate without bringing lorward
a debt balance.
Among the seventecn most
heavily indebted countries,
h has accumulated a
net outstanding debt of US$
11,560 million as in June
1991. Economic growth and
development of Bangladesh are
largely dependent on cxternal
assistances. Lack of investable
resources in Bangladesh, mani-
fest in her saving-investment
and import-export gaps, ne-
cessitates this dependence.
While external assistance has
made positive contribution to

economjc development, it has

also led to the growing indebt-
edness of the country in real
terms. Gradual fall of the pro-

portion of grants in the total
aid package is one of the major
factors for the ,fw" debt
burden. It has decli [rom
66.9% In 1972-73 to 47.6%
during 3rd Five Year Plan pe-
riod (1985-00), therecalter

become im-

Col (Retd) Shawkat Ali, MP

slightly rising to 48.0 per cent
in 1990-91. '
The most [ar reaching pro-
posal, like one from former
UN Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar, urged for a
complete write-off of all bilat-
eral loans if debtor countries
promise to implement struc-.
tural adjustment programmes.
As a first step towards the

"final solution®, some donor_.

agencies, SIDA for example,
propose that Trinidad Terms'
advanced by the debtor coun-
tries be applied to bilateral
debt. This would mean wriling
ofl roughly two-thirds of the
total debt, in place of one-
third recommended In
“Toronto Optioris.” It is esti-
mated that it would require
only US8 76 billion if it is in-
tended to write ofl bilateral
loans. The real cost would in
fact be much lower as the
creditors have no way o get
their moncy back on schedule.
This sum is not unmanageable
if the vast resources avaflable
to advanced countries, interna-
tional organisations and the
world banking system are
utflised.

With a view to alleviat
the hardships faced by most
the low income countries,
which constitute serfous hin-
drance to planned develop-
ment, the provision of devel-
opment assistance needs to be
complemented by an addi-
tional an paec of measures
focussing on debt reductjon
ultimately aimed at virtual debt
elimination. In this regard the
following measures seem to be
worthily of consideration :

— Total write-off of all bflat-

the

eral ODA debt outstanding

nst all LDCs. .

— Substantial reduction of
debt burden of other develop-
ing countrics by implementing
Trinidad options f.e to
write ofl two-thirds of loans.

— The above measures
should apply to both conces-
sional and non-concessional

sional in case of future

loaris the creditor

countries, both within and |
outside Paris Club, re-

ducing the proportion of

and increasing the

- of grant in ODA. For all those

donors who can perha -

ford, it would be to

emulate the Scandinavian
countries who disburse almost
whole . ODA in the form of
ou grants.
— Debt reliefl amounts
should be In ldditlnu nor-
mal nt aid 3
_dc\'ehpmen.!
also be made applicable to
multilateral credit agencies
and international banking sys-
tem.
— as interim measures, full
and immediate implementa-

tion alongwith improvement of

the scope and coverage of ex-
Intlng. reliel options and
mechanism such as the

Toronto options, should be el-
fected. :
— Te reduce commercial
debt buy-back and conversion
schemes like debt-for-nature
should continue to be
ted.

— Oreater access of LDC
products to the markets of the
deve countries and fair
price of be ensured.



