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NEWS BRIEFS

BNP central
office shifted

The c¢entral office

h Nationalist Party

(BNP) has been shifted from
Dhanmend! to Nayapaltan. A
E:I.prm release fssued in
: said the cen-

tral of BNP had becn
shified from 19/A Dhanmond|
residential area 1o 28/1

Nayapaltan, reports BSS
Chinese envoy
hosts

The Chinese Ambassador
and Mrs Chen

reccption in Dhaka yesterday
Mﬁn‘ on the occaston of the

i~ apniversary of the
g o e ooy gl o

l::ddbyﬂnm:lmum Ic-d
ers of different polt

uﬂ.pumnlhumdhld-n:ml
Mm , reports

'IOABtn'med

A scven-member execulive
commitice of Tour Operators
Association of Bangladesh
(TOAB) has been formed with
Hasan Mansur as its President

Captain (Retd) ATMA
and Faridul Huq were
made Vice-Presidents of the
‘ommitiee formed al a meet-

DR in Dhaka on Wednesday.
ts UNB.
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Govt to uphold academic
freedom, accountability

By Staff Correspondent -

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday reiter-
ated her firm commitment l-

while u the need for
trans accountahil-
ity in their affairs.

ncy
ability are Imperative in a
democratic system and now
we have o think about this ac-
countability in the education
sector particularly in higher
education,” the Prime Minister
said as chiel guest at an awand
giving ccremony in the Dhaka
University Thursday marked by

Prime Hiru

~ the universitics

tight secu and a stray inci-
dent of ice-student skir-
mish in which at lcast onc
liecman was injured.

The Prime Minister sadd, “1
want to pronounce that we do
not have any intention lo inter-
fere in the academic freedom

* of the teachers or the internal

allairs of the university,” and
promptly added, “We want that
out their
dutics to the country freely
and im

She und Iﬂl:hd the role of

the universitics in building an

enlightened democratic soci-
cty and said that the time had

Khaleda Zia ﬁ:tﬁhutmg - distinetion m.Hl

teachers and n-mnf Dhaka University yesterday.

come for asscssing “If we have
been able 1o maintain the good
namc and tradition

The Prime Minister pre
senied awards o 66 persons
fer their outstanding contribu-
tlons in varous fclds.

The awards were (rom 16
out of the 158 trusts and foun-
dations and had been pending
since | 986.

Begum Zia, wearing the tra
ditdonal, convocation robe. ar
rived at the venue at the TSC
auvditorfum and was reccived
by the DU Vice-Chancellor Prof
M Maniruzzaman Miah and the
Deans.

The Deans of the university
announced names as Lhe black-
robed award winners came to
the PM to receive

prizcs.

The award giving function
marked the first visit by the
country's head of government
to the university in over a
decadc.

The Prime Minister 1old
the function that a national
conscnsus was required to root
out terrorism from the cam-

puses.
“The future of democracy

Scc Mage 12 Col 4

Students press
for 10 points
during PM's visit
By DU Correspondent

demand -
their 10-point
charter of demands during

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's

during the demonstrations.

it

threats that the function
be marred.
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Police lobbing teargas shells to quell violent students near DU Jagannath Hall during Prime Ministers visit to the eampus
yesterday,

'Pak student groups unite to

‘maintain academic peace

From M J Zahedi, Star Special Correspondent

KARACHI, Oct 1 : Several
studernt organisations here re-
cently formed a unique joint
organisation — fo create and
maintain a pc-:cl’u‘l atmo-
sphere In the academie Insti-
tutions and to solve their prob-
lems themselves.

Nine student pou ined
o form the Huluh alaba
Mahaz (United Students Front)
osiensibly (o establish aca
demic peace, inculgate respect
for teachers and (o solve stu-
dents’ problems.

Almost all the students
groups which are adjuncts lo
various of the

r:mnuy juhullhe'*lhhu

The notable cxceptions are the

All Pakistan Mohajir Students
' salion, the student wing

of the MOM, and the Pakhtoon
Students Federativn. All the
other groups, imcluding the
student front of the Peoples
Party, the Muslim League and
the Jamaat-i-1slami, are in the
Muhanz,

The formation of the Mahaz
has assumed imporiance in
light of a recommendation by
the country's Supreme Court
conceming students’ or
tions. Last June the Court, dt:-
ciding a series of petitions on
human rights, ordered banning
of partieipation of students in

politics.

It directed educational in-
stitutions to obtain spectfic
undcrtakings in this rcgard
from parents, guardians and

| passengs

Unprecedented security
c:'nﬂ on DU campus

i

their |
moedals, certificates and cash

@The Baily Star

ASWIN

PM at DU award giving ceremony
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Indian politicians,

media divided
over ‘push back’

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

indian politicians and the
media are divided on the dt-
poriation of an officlally u
specified number of It
whom they call Ilhpl inﬂltrl
tors from

While the Bhu-ﬂr.l Janata

has embarked on a polit-

:z motivated campaign to
rouse communal frenzy, many
of the political stalwarts, ac-
cording to reporits from New
Delhi and Calcutta, sound
pragmatic in their approach,
although for varied reasons.

Persons like R L Bhatfa, the
Minister of State for External

Affafrs, are mindful of the

llw-me Lﬂ;ﬁ?

mh-h-ul‘puhmthlwh

banks.

On top of these, there are
insistences from media per-
sonalities and politictans that
the massive move
has hit at the rationale behind
the corss-border movement
throughout the subcontinent
since the Partition days.

The complex electoral
artthmetics in the multi-racial

See Page 12 Col 3

‘Scramble
workmg body berths indefinite

in AL for

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami Leaguc (AL)
lcaders aspiring for member-
ship ol the party’s new Central
Working Committee to be an-
nounced soon are L to win
blessings of party ¢ Shetkh
Hasina, AL insiders say.

The AL National Council
session held on 19 and 20 last
menth authorised y chiefl
rm a 65
new Working
Commilice comprising a 15-
member prtilcrum. a 22-
member secretariat and 28-

15 Presidium members and 22
ofice-bearers of the new
committee while she is ac-

cording to sourcecs, preparing
the list 28 commitiee-mem-

bers.

The aspiranis to Working
Commitlee membership, es-

peﬂllly the ones who joined
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JESSORE, Oct 1: -
desh Rifies today lmﬂﬂ'!h.
| BSF to in some

209 m- through
border as the Indian autho-
rities intensified their so-
called Operation Push Back,

| reports UNB.
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Nurses go on

strike from

tomofrrow .
By Staff Correspondent

Nurses of the

that they would be incorpoe- wmcm

rated into the new commitiee,
mwhm-hw&

H-der Siddiki who is almost
ceriain to be a member of the
new commitiee, according o
sources, is opposed to t-“
these newcomers Into
commitlee because he lhnh-
they tried to destabflize Mujib
government in the carly sev-
enties. The new entrants in-
clude former Jatiya

wmm

‘R nra - owha”
thm-huptndllu
AL last year

uncertainty over the scope of
See Page 12 Col 2

Saudi troops seize

DOHA, Oct 1: Saudi forces
loday seized the Qalari border
post that was the scene of an
armed clash the previous day,
+1he Qatar News Agency (QNA)
reported, reports AFP.

_An army spokesman, quoted
by ONA, said a 'large Saudi
military force’ circled and
forced the border guards to

abandon thec post in a disputed
border zone of southeastern

-Dalarde-::id:d today to
unilaterally sever a 1965

Qatar1 border post

Arabia in the wake of a bloody
:h. the Qatari news agency

An emergency cabinet
meeti chaired by Crown
Prince Sheikh Hamad ibn
Khalila-al-Thani called for ne-
gotiations with Riyadh to de-
marcate their eommon border.

Qatar said Saudi troops

-killed two soldiers and cap-

turdd a third in an attack on a
border post Wednesday. Saudi
Arabia said the incident was a
clash between Bedouin tribes-

__—Bt.n:r photo —bnrdcr agreement with Saudi See Page 12 Col 7
Six drowned in | . .
Brahmapura Electl?n to 96 Union|
ouensvon, o 1 x| Paighads held

least six people drowned and
50 others were missing after a
boat capsized in the Brah-

maputra river today, rcports
UNB.

Officials and survivofs said
the disaster occurred when a
mec boat with some 70
on board sank in

students at the time of admis- § the river near Kalirbazar in

sion.

‘The court’'s order was a first
step In cases relating to mal-
practices in educational insti-
tutions.

The court also directed the
educational institutions to seck,
and 'h{m:r;lm
{ in existing
:::‘:IM students. Those who
fail to give an undertaking wi
not be allowed admission and’

See Page 12 Col |

I'rishal thana at noon.

The boat was moving to-
,wards  Mymensingh from
Battala Bazar in Ishwarganj
thana of the district..

' |dentities of the dead, in-
cluding a woman and a child,
could not be known immedi-

t-Eu:-l people rushed into |

rescue but could not yet trace
any of the 50 missing since the

. hnlw

Election to 96 Union

Parishads' were held today the

Iil‘:f day of the eight-day

co phase country-wide

local body elections, reports
BSS.

The Election Commission
sources ing reports from
different parts of the mum
said the clections were

There will be no elections
tomorrow.

On October 3, elections to
69 Union Parishads will be
held while elections to 17
Union Parishads will be held
on October 4, followed by 77
Union parishads on October 5,
three Union Parishads on
~ October 6, 60 Union Parishads

on October 7 and 53 Union
Parishad on October 8.

The elections to the re-
maining 143 Union Parishads
will be held under the third
and last phase. The dates of
the last phase elections have
not been fixed, the Election
Commission sources said.

Our Sylhet Correspondent
adds: Elections in at least two
centres were suspended in

Balaganj Thana of Sylhet yes

terday amidst hi ng of btl
lot box and papers and blank
fire by police.

A group of unruly people
cntered the Shn.l-(n:ja.hl Hafizia
Madrashah entre of

Goalabazar Unfon at about 2.30 |

mmlzmn

WASHINGTON, Oet 1: The
Scnate voled to au-
thorize US military aid to war-
torn Bosnia-He . In a
move aimed al pressing Presi-
dent Bush to intervene
in the former Yugoslavia, re-
ports AFP.

Senators approved a mea-
sure on a voice vole saying the
UN arms embargo on the’
former Yugoslavia was playing
in Serbia’s (avour by maintain-
ing Belgrade’s military advan-
tage.

But the 14.1 billon dollar

, ad bill — including loan guar-

antees for Isracl and authority
for new International Mone-
tary Fund lending — still must

pass through a House of Rep

resentatives-Senale confler-

ence.

There, the Bosnia
ﬂhw
measure, an amend-

ment to the 1993 Foreign Aid
Bill offered by Democratic Se-

nator Jo Biden of Dela-
ware, asked the United

Nations to exempt Bosnia from.

the arms embargo.

The US President then

id transfer to Bosnia up e

million dollars in arms and
military materiel in Dtlicnlc
e t stocks.

Serbia 'mow has more tl:l-l.u
1,000 tanks, armoured vehi-
cles and artillery picces, and
Serb-led forces have moved to
“cleanse” vast areas of Bosnia
that they have seized of Slavie
Muslim Bosnlans, whose
leaders say are now defense-
lens.

“The international commu-
nity must not turn its back on

blatant acts of ruthless and
barbaric a sion,” Biden
said, citing c of ‘ethnic
cleansing’ by Serb-led lorces
and that thousands of
Bosnian have died in detention

100,000

while un-

An ecstimated
Hﬂﬂ- could

e, B

to -:Ipum. having dnne noth-
ing?

But Senator Johnwarner, a -
Virginia Republican, said act-

ing Secretary of State-
Lawrence E‘.n'iehur;cr had
made plain to him President
George Bush’'s administration’s
firm position to supplying
Bosnia with military aid.

“This conflict cannot be re-
solved without amounts
of bloodshed f force
is used,” Warner said, "to In-
ject more ar under this
bate the problem.”

a‘é“ scparate action, the

approved in a voice
mﬂlurt that would

Senate okays US nuhtary aid for war-torn Bosnia

strip the rump Yugoslavia,
grouping Serbla and Mon-

tmdr-tﬁu-unttluhn
ceased armed conflict with

Ahmed Siddiqu

called for an indefinite strike
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Polytech teachers
announce
month-long
programme

.. By Staff Correspondent

The polytechnic teachers,
now on an indefinite strike,

Thursday reiterated that the
work stoppage would continué
until the lﬂ -point dl‘:l’ﬂlﬂd‘l
are realised.

lled the strike from th
tembet 21, announced a
month-long fruh

to give force to tw move-

ment.

will lt-rt fresh cam-
paign from Saturday and sub-
mit memorandum to the par-
liament members an October
11, wear black badges on Oc-
tober 25 and organise a march

to Jatlya Sangshad at the end
of the month

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Association's
executive committee with the
president Khandaker Sha-
habuddin Mahmud in the
chair.

‘BNP concerned
at 'push back
operation'

Nationalist
(BNP) yesterday expres
grave concern over thi&‘*
inhuman and heinous attempts
of forcibly pushing Indian
nationals into Bangladesh
durtng the last few dl}"l.
reports UNB.

In a joint statement issued
last night, Vice President of
BNP Barrister Zulmat Ali Khan
and Office Secretary Aflsar
i said that the:
ty Fortes

Bangladesh.
Referring to news published
in a section’ of the Indian

press, said that the at-
tempt is made at the
of a fundamentalist




