ly a month after friction in the top leader-
ship of the ru party's student front led to
three killings and gunbattles, a terror-free
Dhaka Un remains a hope rather than a
reality. The arrest of llyas Ali, the former general
secretary of the Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
police raids on 10 halls of residence and wam-
ings to non-students to leave the dormitories had
raised hopes that a serious crackdown on terror-
ist-suspects was underway. For a time it seemed
the message had been driven home, as armed
cadres of the two major parties, the JCD and the
Awami League-bac Ba desh Chhatra
(BCL) became conspicuous their absence in the

dormitortes.
Unfortunately, things are to fall apart
again. The arrest of llyas All has not been followed

up with further action, which has raised doubts in
the minds of many people about the determina-
tion, of the government in dealing with terror-
ists within its own ranks. Reports have surfaced
in the media in recent weeks, without denials
from oflictaldom, that plans are afoot to send
some top cadre leaders ol the JCD abroad while, a
senior cabinet member has spoken of social re-
habilitation. These are far removed from the
strict application ol the law that Prime Minister
Khaleda has talked about.

There has not been any political initiative to
bring to an end the current practice of keeping
armed cadres, nor has there been anything like
adequate legal steps to make armed politics an
unprofitable business. Instead, there are indica-
tions that the cabinet itself is split on the direc-
tion its anti-terrorism drive should take.

Under such circumstances, it is perhaps not
surprising that cadres have started returning to
their DU haunts again. Earlier this week, gun-
shots were heard on the campus, from halls con-
trolled by the JCD and BCL. Unmistakably, the
process ol going back to square one has already
started. without the slightest sign of any serious
dlalc;gur being initiated by either the BNP or the
AL. For its part, the untversity authority also ap-
pears to have {ailed in its dulK to instill a sense of
confidence among students that their days of be-
ing held hostages in the hands of musclemen are
over. Many students who were driven out of their

residential halls by rivals have not been able to re-
lum.

When students cannot even return to their own
dormitories, it represents a major administrative
failure responsibility for which® has to be borne
by the DU administration in general, and its chief
executive, the Vice Chancellor tn particular. If VC
Maniruzzaman Miah feels he is unable to run the
campus independently because of political pres-
sure, then he should say so to the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition in no uncertain
terms. and make his comments public. Or he
could take another honourable way out and resign
in protesl. But he cannot continue to e the im-
pression that there is nothing he can do.

Both the BNP and the AL should know by now
that the path of politics based on the use of
armed cadres, leads nowhere in a democratic
polity. Worse, it creates distrust among the public
ol political parities, which is not conducive to the
healthy growth of democracy. There is still time
to arrest this drift, and utilise this breathin
space to achieve a lasting solution, and that wil
require a mould-breaking. decisive step from the

government which will have to be reciprocated by
the opposition. That is the kind of leadership the
nation expects from its elected leaders, rather
than continuous mud-slinging and incredible de-
fences of their respective positions.

Refreshing Change

It has an element of new th about it. The
newly admitted students of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Technolo
(BUET) — five hundred and fifty of them — w
participale in a literacy programme, while wait-
ing for their regular classes to start. We com-
mend Prime Minister Khaleda Zia for giving her
support to the idea, and also putting some funds
behind it. Our literacy drive has faltered both due
to shortage of funds and lack of institutional sup-
port. But more so due to the lack of innovative
ideas. The Initiative to involve our student com-
munity in such nation-building tasks as literacy
drive and things similar is indeed a welcome
change

Let this new move be only the first of many
such Initlatives. A comprehensive plan of involv-
ing our students in more and more of such activi-
ties should now be taken up. Ideas like holiday
camps, in which students will participate in liter-
acy 1:rr¥rr.‘.t in some village, should now be exam-
ined The possibility should be looked into
whether or not in some instances, students par-
Ucipation In development project could be made
a part of graduate and post-graduate courses.
However for a start, using 550 BUET students. to
teach 5.500 Illiterate people for a period of six
months is a good beginning. The example set by
the BUET students should immediately be exam-
ined by students of other institutions as to
whether or not they could undertake similar
projects

The point needs to be made here that however
innovative and noble the BUET students’ literacy
project Is, It Is an ad hoc arrangement and as
such it has its limitation. If serious dent is to be
made in our formidable illiteracy problem, more
regular and organised programmes — and most
importantly, ones that have follow-up mechanism
— have to be set up. Research has shown that

ople taught how to read and write in a crash

eracy programme, soon relapse into their for-
mer stale because of the absence of any follow-up
faciity. Mention also should be made of the fact
that however well-intentioned the students are,
one-day training cannot substitute for the skills
and dedication that is necessary to make a non-
formal education project successful.

Whatever ma{ be the shortcoming of this idea
— and frankly there are quite a few — the thing
which is so attractive about it is that it gives our
students an opportunity to partictpate in a
constructive nation building task. Judged from
that point of view the students are likely to
learn as much about nation bu , as the {lliter-
ales are going to learn about how to read and
wrile.

Let us have more of such initiatives from our
students.
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mudvauHﬂnruh-
tra, Telangana in Andhra
. Chat in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Agra in Uttar
Pradesh fafled to make it.
Similar was the fate of the
demand for inte the
tribal Adivasi areas of C

E

raised before , 1t
was rcjected, first the sub-
committee of India's Con-
stituent Assembly, and later by
the SRC. It was felt that the
formation of Jharkhand “will
affect the entire economy of
the existing state.” The plains
of north Bthar are predomi-
nantly agricultural and the Ch-

hota Nagpur plateau provides
the industrial En.hnm

The demand, flawed on
economic grounds, was appar-
ently corrected by inflating the
claim to a territory that would

N his wvisit to Tokyo,

Russian President Boris

Yeltsin planned to ask
Japan for credits of between
$1.5bn and $2bn to develop
the oil and gas industry. He
was to offer 150 projects in
other sectors for joint
exploitation.

Thesc included agreements
on co-opcralion In space ex-
ploration, on prevention of in-
cidents in the open sea, on
technical aid to improve nu-
clear power plant safety and
improved diplomatic and cul-
tural ties.

Russia was to hand over
lists and the personal effects of
J risoners of war and
:::I hil&mhhmw

Bul relations between the
two countries are tap strained
because of Russia's continued
occupation of the Kurile Is-
lands. Japan wants their return
before it embarks on any major
cconomic co-operation pro-
gﬁrlmm. So Yeltsin called it
off.

The USSR took over the
southern Kurile Islands —
Shikotan, the Habomais, Eto-
rofu and Kunashiri — in 1945
after World War Two. Japan
calls them its Northern Terri-
tories. For almost 50 yecars So-
viet occupation prevented the
signing of a formal peace treaty
between Japan and the USSR

When diplomatic relations
were re-cstablished in 1956 a
joint declaration said the
USSR agreed in principle to a

e trealy and to handing
ack the Habomais and

Shikotan.
The declaration was never

enlorced. Now the Russian
Fedcration has inherited the
problem. Yeltsin lavours acting

trwe
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and
West Bengal, apart from Bihar

The suggestion was shot down
as lorc as Lthe earlier one. It
would not have been resur

rected f Home Minister S B
Chavan had not played politics.

His statement that Jhark-
hand should be created either
as a slale or a union territory
was meant to destabilise all the
lour stales — Bihar, MP, Orissa
and West Bengal — where the
opposition parties rule. Cha-
van's hall-hearted denial made
things worse. Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao has tried o re-
tricve Lthe situation by saying
that no decision has yet been
taken. But the mischief has

Whether Chavan did it on
his own or whether he had the
blessing from elsewhere is not
80 relevant as the fact that the
demand has come to the fore
It cannot be ignored now The
gend is out of the bottle A
straight rejection. as some po-
litical parties have done, will
not do. Nor will the crackle of
gun-fire which the educated
segment of Adivasis has
started. The problem has 1o be
faced squarely in a peaceful
atmosphere.

The thinking which has
taken the Jharkhand leaders
to articulate the demand is
understandable. Had the suc
cessive governments at Patna
improved the plight of Adiva-
sis, the demand would not
have acquired the edge 1t has.
it is the absence of develop
ment that has spurred violence
and defiance.

| have visited the Santhal

Days before Russian President Boris Yeltsin was
The reason was believed to be the tough line still
Kurile Islands. Yeltsin wanted credits

islands back first.

Thetr are no
than -m:-t vessels and
one or two wrappings. There
has been no improvement in
terms of roads, electricity,
drinking water, dispensaries
or jobs. Some Christian mis-
sionaries have done a tremen-
dous job in opening schools
and a couple of hospitals. But
the government has done pre-
cious little. Therefore, a status
quo is nol the solution.

The two proposals made
arc: onc, to integrate Adivasi
arcas in BDthar, MP, Orissa and

imented with it 0 meet the
aspirations of Scotland. richer
in natural resources than
Jharkhand. What it means is
that the assembly members
clected from the Jharkhand
area will have a house of their
own to legislate on the speci-
fied subjects delegated to it
The area will have separate
budget, separate administra-
tive set-up and a proportional
;:trmnullun in the Bthar

inet. At the same time, the
Jharkhand members will sit in
the Bihar assembly as they
have done in the past to

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

inguistic and
chauvinism and unaccommo-
dating attitudes. Millions of
Indians have become foreign-

ers in their own country. Safe-
ﬁ:‘lﬂl for | istic minorities
remai on paper

regional
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Wesi Bengal into the Jhark-
hand state: two, to it Bihar
o constitute {1s sou n

a scparale state. Both propos-
als will complicate matters

than solve them

Breaking up four states may
sl in process such events as
may be dilficult to control
Practically all the chiefl minis-
ters have warned New Delhi
against dire consequences. [D1-
viding Bthar may also throw
the state into a cauldron of
unprecedented violenee. State
chiefl minister Laloo Prasad is
capable of it. This is apart from
the harm both nerth and south
Bithar will suffer because the
two units are inter-dependent
on cach other

participate in the aflairs of the
state

There is a case for smaller
states to make the administra-
tion more accessible to people
and help them develop a live-
lier sense of local needs. But
this is not time to open the
Pandora box. The country is
already beset with so many
problems that any such move
will only accentuate the situa-

tion. Reorganisation cannot be
done haphazardly, confined to

only one arca.

However urgent the Jhark-
hand case, it should not be
taken u . There are so
many other pending
Narasimha Rao is quite right

in saying that there is no

Perhaps the way out is the question of upsetting the apple

rime minister and
Pattabhi Sitaramayya, then
Congress president, as fits
me:inn sounded In 1948 a
note of warning against the
linguistic principles. But then
politics came to prevail and
stability took a back seatl.
Alter the recommendations

one more stone thrown in the
cesspool of separatism In
which India is getting tm-

of the SRC were announced, mersed day by day.

Yeltsin Keeps Kurile Row on the Boil

by Judith Perera

due to visit Japan he cancelled the trip.
‘ being taken by Japan over return of the
for oil and gas exploration projects. Japan wants the

The Kurile Islands

on the declaration, but local
lcaders in the Russian Far East
and the military argue that the
islands provide essential pro-
tection for the Pacific Flect
Japan says any substantial
e =

e e - —
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aid to relieve Russia's eco-
nomic problems will de
on resolving the Kuriles issue
and insists on the return of all
the islands.

[3oth sides realise the sensi-

tivity of the problem and went
lo geeat lengths o preparce the
ground. In August, for in-
stance, Yelisin sent Deputy
Premicr and Minister for the
Press Mikhail Poltoranin to

Japan.
Poltoranin belicves his visit

was successful, but it m?ﬂ
considerable controversyd al
home accusations he
wils Influenced by the fact that
the Japanese Asahi newspaper
contributed $20,000 towards
his expenses. "Why not spare
dur own exchequer the ex-
pcnse?” was his response.

The intrinsic economic
yalue of the Kuriles lies in
their rich fishing grounds. Un-
til recently they earned around
2.5bn roubles a year for Rus-
sian fishermen. Economic de-
cline has put a stop to this be-
cause Jfuel shortage means
fishing boats can no longer put
to sea.

On Shikotan six canning
factories used to produce 60
million cans a year. Now only
one is working and that has to
depend on fish delivered by
Japanese fishermen.

Power is cut every night
and often during the day and
airports on two islands are ne
longer functioning.
Mendeleyevo on Kunashiri has
been closed for
‘reconstruction” and Burevest-
nik on Etorofu is refusing to
accept aircraft becausce i1s fuel

storage tanks are empty. Pas-

senger shipping services have
also halted

With years of uncertainty
about the ultimate fate now
compounded by economic cri-
sis, many of the islands’
35,000 residents would like Lo
leave. But this is impossibic.
Even if transport were avail-
able they not allford it

Many have been unem-
ployed for months and others,
although still working, have
not been paid. And wages are
in any case too low. The aver-
age salary of 2,500 roubles a
month would not even be
eniough for an airfare to
Sakhalin, which costs 3,000
roubles. And a container to

transport belongings costs

79,000 roubles.

Japan has promised citizen-
ship to all those who might
choose to stay if this islands
were returned and rous
compensation for those who

. decide to leave. Employment

for all has also been guaranteed
at new fish processing facto-
ries, with wages ‘of around
$700 a month.

Japanese charities have
even sending in ships of
food "to Our Northern Territo-
ries with Love”.

Until last year the Russian
inhabitants of the islands re-
fused these giflts. Now they are
glad of them. Public opinion

clials who stand to lose their
positions and influence if Rus-
sia gives up the territories. Re-
cently the regional council de-
cided to set up a Natfonal
Guard and Protection Commit-
tec.

The most vociferous critic
is Sakhalin Governor Valentin
Fyedorov, who says he will
personally go to the southern
Kuriles to drum up resistance
to any Japanese takeover and
who wanted Yeltsin to post-

pone his trip to Japan.

Japan would clearly like a
solution because it would
speed up the development of
economic co-operation with
Russia. So far about 70
Japanese-Russian joint ven-
tures are opera t
the federation. uﬁm
Kuriles,

There is unlikely to be any
quick solution to the problem.
Poltoranin said: "I got the im-
pression that the J are
not ready to resolve the ques-
tion right now either. :
too, have problems — the cam-
paign for the islands’ return
has gone on a long time and
the Japanese find themselves
prisoners of their own propa-
ganda." — GEMINI NEWS

JUDITH PERERA, formerly
a senior editor of The Middle
East magazine and editor of
South magazine, is now free-
lancing.
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defeated, but ....

Sir, For those of us inexpe-
rienced and ‘not closely ac-
quainted’ with the dictions of
no-confidence motion in a Par-
llament, it was a surprising
bout to be an observant of the
recent no-confidence motion
against the ruling BNP. Beyond
any doubt, there had been no
apparent potentials for the op-
position to topple the ruling

. So far we have come to
now of such motions when an
incumbent government faces
an imminent kick-out. There
had been no such development
in the country. Notwithstand-
ing. the knowledgeable people
saw In it a positive develop-
ment; they talked very sup-
portively of it as a finger-raiser
to point to a rapidly-spreading
socio-political disease which
inter alla has grave economic
implications.

The BNP, grudgingly
though, accepted to consider
the no-confidence motion in
good grace. They flaunted an
aura of a real-master in parlia-
mentary de . Albeit the
declared open-mindedness
and the best of intentions, they
have fared rather conserva-
tively and contentiously,

Nobody should contest the
truth that reviewing the his-
tory Is in fact an excellent
homework for the incumbent
leadership to slash down the
chances of doing the same
mistakes. Also, it has to be
noted that nobody from the

. previous regimes admits that

anything wrong had been done
during their rule or misrule.
Nobody from AL or JP will ad-
mit the atrocious things oc-
curred during their regimes.
The law and order records
during their regime reached
the nadir and all those are
never admitted by the offend-
ers. They seem to be lacking in
integrity in talking about those
days, warts and all. And, for
Begum Khaleda Zia, it 1s ap-
propriate in all senses to ta
vehemently of those critical
times when Ershadian thugs
and ns tended to tear down
all the fabrics of the soclo-
politic body. Anybody having
the right of mind should flam-
boyantly denounce all the
atrocities done Iin the name of
keeping ‘'sovereignty’
‘security’ ... Begum Khaleda Zia
has got every right for she had
been at the forefront of the
movement,

But, it has to be admitted
that just only recalling those
turbulent and torturous days
will not address the present
case, the untenable law and
order situation let to snowball.
Unless and until matic ac-
tions are unde to deliver
the people from the armed

muggers, kidnappers and
murderers, these sdtrong
rumblings will not be wel-

comed by the sufllering masses,
even if it gets favourable ges-
tures from the parliamentari-
ans.

We are afraid that by taking
up battlements against the op-
position and by taking a pos-
ture to blast the past regimes,

— the
bootlickers. They may
time signal off the downfall of
the elected

admit a simple truth, Begum
Zia had been ardently

as the driving symbol of fiery

short of good

stark realities as a battle

has con-
the

the government
tributed positively to

spread of an already-rampant
notion that the Administration
will sleep in re
ing back intimidatiens and ter-
rorism. If the notoriety of the

gards to fight-

past autocrat had been a lesson
to the government to bring

about alterations in the gov-
ernment
episode of rumination of his-

policy, the whole

tory would have been a great

boon

U;'ndl:niﬂbl}r. we have a right
to say a few words as regards
the prevailing situation. Warn-

ings are raised f[rom time to

tme regarding the sycophants
opportunists, the
at any

overnment. To
admired

movements against the last

draconian rule. And, nobody in

the right of mind will be hnrp]r
cally-

to see the democrati
placed government to drop
down.

There is no denying the fact
that the most successful of the

governments of the world also
entail minus points and plus

points. If the government run

alts to accept

ground and run Iinto action,
the government will play in
the hands of sycophants. It

will be same-side game no one

in the opposition or in position

will ever be able to obviate.

The BNP has survived the

no-confidence motion pre-

dictably; but to survive the on-
going process of destabilisation
due to the spurt in law and
order {rregularities, the BNP
lcadership must move on their
own. It is an acid test to show
a mark of maturity henceforth.
To think that evasion of reality
will be pardoned pe ly is
surely thinking to float on a
quicksand. We still believe that
the lady who once captured
the hearts of millions of people
for one reason or other will
unfailingly armour her gov-
ernment and will not be
hoodwinked by the chance-

mongers.

Hubert Francis Sarkar
Singtola, Dhaka

Public dish-antenna

Sir, Tremendous develop-
ment of science and technol-
ogy could be the right and lone
criterion (o distinguish the
present civilization [rom the
preceding ones. Its impacts on
information media have
changed the globe rightly into
a village. But the fruits of this
development have not yet
reached the doorsteps of the
teeming millions of the Third
World countries. The govern-
ments in these countries are
now in a fix to decide whether
to buy these fruits at a greater
cost. In other words, the fami-
lies of this global village, i.e.,
the nations, are the huge con-
glomerates of individuals
whose economic conditions
vary so widely that the t
majority of them can not a

to have access to the informa-
tion media permeating the
world.

Notwithstanding the above
reality, a nation cannot stand
still while all other nations are
in a race to benefit from
science and technology.

Comprehending the above,
the Bangladesh government
has recently allowed the im-

rts of dish-antenna which

been a big jump to reach
the world media network. As
expected earlier, dish-antenna
did not sprout even in this
capital city which vividly im-
plies the economic vulnerabil-
ity of the people. Reportedly,
the number still stands several
dozen only. '

In this backdrop, s it not
incompatible with the things
that the rnment arranges
some public dish-antenna in
some publicly managed al-t:ﬂ
in order that the people can
claim themselves to be the
members of the global village?
The sooner concrete actions
are undertaken, the better.

Md Abdur Rouf
Sergeant Zahurul Haque Hall,
DU

Father Timm

Sir, This refers to a letter
from Father Timm that ap-
peared in The Daily Star’ on
29 Aug,

It is probably providential
that the controversy surround-
ing Father Timm has surfaced
when this entire nation s

asking the question of what
makcs one a Bangladeshi, cul-
minating in the Golam Azam
alfair.

Since it is a Ban eshi
disposition in the best of
Bangladeshi traditions to look
for precedents in other coun-
tries before applying ideas in
our own, | would like to ask,
what makes one an American?
Will a person be considered an
American il he only lived in
America for say 40 years? And
in the case of persons becom-
ing citizens of America, why do
they have to take an oath to
cherish and defend the
'American Way' before they are
allowed to become cilizens of
that promised land?

The way | see it if Father
Timm will only look at
Bangladesh and its people the
same way that he has looked at
nematodes, no matter how in-
tently or how humanely, he

will always be a missionary no
matter how long he lives here.

On the other hand if Father
Timm has learnt to see the
special way that Bangladeshis
see life, the Universe and God,
his name deserves to be
etched next to the names of
v . Michael Modhusu-
d:d:.gu'ur-. Dr Mohammad
Shahidullah and Dr Kudrat e

Khuda.
We need to know from Fa-

ther Timm how does he look
at us?

Syeda Amina Hossain Quader
Mohammadpur, Dhaka



