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Kabul seeks food from Pilldi:wm

President Burhanuddin Rabbani asked Pakistani authorities on
Saturday for food to meet in his country during the
winter, says Reuter from Islamabad.

Rabbani made the request at talks with Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil during his first offictal visit to Pakistan
since Pakistan's support for overcoming the food shortage
during the impending winter, the official APP news agency
sasd

Sharil told Rabbani that Pakistan would give “support to

the legitimate government in Alghanistan” and would not al-
low its territory to be used to undermine it, the agency re-

has de on food supplies from
the former Soviet Union. Supplies had been reaching the
since the Mujahideen took power in Kabul last April

former communist government.

OneuhotdeadinSMbanon S leomel

troops shot and killed one guerilla overnight during a firefight
in south Lebanon, the army command said Saturday, says AP
from Jerusalem.

The army statement said the soldiers, patrolling Israel's
seif-proclaimed security zone in south Lebanon, encountered
a guerilla band Friday night near the village of Houna in the
area of Aramta and opened fire.

One guerilla died and several were wounded in the clash,
the statement said. The wounded fled with the rest of the
squad north of the lsracli-patrolled zone, army radio re-
ported. No lsraelis were hurt, the army added.

Military sources said a page of the Quran, two Soviet-made
Kalashnikov rifles, hand grenades, a bomb and ammunition
were found next to the body of the dead guerilia

16 Germans killed in road mishap:
Sixteen Germans were killed on Saturday when their minibus
and a train collided on a railway crossing at Agard, southwest

of Budapest, reports Reuter from Budapest.

Hungary

Germans in the bus were killed on the

's MT1 news agency rcported that 15 of the 19

spol and another died

on the way to Hospital. The other three were injured, two se-

riously.
Hu

radio quoted a police investigator as saying the

German mintbus had driven from a camping site and ignored

a red warning light at the railway

crossing.

The train driver told a radio reporter he was travelling at
100 km (60 miles) an hour when he saw the minibus and
applied his brakes, but could not stop in time.

Quake hits Indonesia : 4 stong carthqua-

ke measuring 6.6 on the

Richter scale hit

ncar tLhe

Indonesian island of Halmahera, the US Geological Survey
(USGS) reported, Reuter says [rom Washington.

There were no reports of damage or injures alter the
tremor, which was recorded at 6:16 am local time Sunday
(1016 GMT on Saturday) by USGS carthquake monitors in
golden, Colorado, a USGS spokesman said.

The ecarthquake monitors said the tremor was centred
about 1,600 miles (2,575 km) east northeast of the Indone-
sian capital of Jakarta and about a 1,050 miles (1,690 km)
south-southeast of Manila in the Philippines.

It was the strongest earthquake in the Halmahcra area in
more than 32 years, since a magnitude 6.8 tremor on March

5, 1960.

Gunmen cut Baluch power lines :

Gunmen

shot through power transmission lines,

culling

electricity |Uprltﬂ to most of Pakistan's vast southwestern

province of
from Quetta.

uchtstan throughout Saturday, reports Reuter

Power authority officials in Quetta, the provincial capital,

said the lines were cul early

in the morning by

gunfire in a

sillage in the adjoining provinee of Sind. The damaged lines
carried power to Baluchistan from Sind's Quddu thermal

power slation.
The officials said they
Hunf claimed responsibility

did not know who f{ired the shots.

?uake shakes Iran: ineuribquake
rm-auuri

|1 on the Richter scale shook two provinces in
lnuth:m Iran on Sunday. There was no immediate report on

injuries or d
said, reports AP from Nicosia.

IRNA., monitored in Nicosia, said the carth

. the nl'ﬂc-lal Islamic Republic News Agency

quake struck at

3.42 am (0012 GMT) and the epicenter was 280 kilometers
(173 miles) Southeast of Shiraz ncar the Evar and Bastak dis-

tricts of Fars and Hormuzgan provinces. .

It said

the seismography centre at Shiraz reported the

quake measured 4.1 on the Richter scale, which gauges Lhe
encrgy relcased by an earthquake as measured by the ground
motion recorded on a seismograph.

Every increase of one number means the ground motion is
10 time greater. An carthquake measuring 4 on the scale can

cause moderate damage.

Koreastoi;a]kfalm"'lyI

reunion this week

SEOUL, Sept 27 : South
Korea is prepared to be flexi-
ble over a North Korean dec-
mand for the repatriation of an
aged guerilla fighter at talks
this week 1o get a family re-
unjon plan back on track, a
press report sald today, ac-
cording to AFP.

The national Yonhap ncws
age quoted officials as say-
lnl';?uul wanlted to hold quar-
reunions arranged

r respective Red

Scoul fs prepared to discuss
repatriating Li In-Mao, a for-
mer North Korean guerilla
jatled here for decades for re-
fusing to recant communism,

tn to allow the family cx-
change plan to proceed, the
report said.

The two Korcas were to
have held a limited [amily ex-
change in August, but the plan

Spread Buddhism
in Russia:
Dalai Lama

MOSCOW, Sept 27: The
Dalal Lama, exiled spiritual
leader of Tibetan Buddhists,
called Saturday on followers to
spread the “eternal values™ of
Buddhism in Russia, [tar-Tass
news agency sald . reports
AFP.

It is necessary (o open
schools, to teach people the
basics of our faith and to bring
up children in the spirit of its
cternal values the Dalal Lama
said In an interview with the

agency
He arrived in Moscow and
ltfl: SltunlanM Might for

ey

was shelved after the North
threw up a series of condi-
tions, inchuding the repatria-
tion of Li, who says he was a
war correspondent when cap-
tured.

The two sides will hold
high level talks this week to
discuss reunions of relatives
scparated by the cold war divi-
sion of Korea, the officials

woere quoted as saying.

South Korea has also se-
cured the support of Cornelio
Sommaruga, president of the
international committee of the
Red Cross who visited both
Koreas this month, to held
mediate a solution.

Seoul will also demand to
interview 12 Soulh Korean
fishermen who were abroad a
vessel that was seized by the
North in 1987 to sec ([ they
want to be repatriated, the re-
port said.

NEW YORK, Sept 27 : A new
book written by a disgraced
former top alde to Senator
Edward Kennedy accuses him
of being addicted to sex, drugs
and alcohol and says he once
snorted cocaine with his own
children, reports Reuter.

The book provoked imme-
diate outrage from Kennedy
who called it "a collection of
bizarre and untrue stories.”

Through a spokesman, the
60-year-old Democratic sena-
tor from Massachusetts denied
ever using cocaine of any other
illegal drug and many long-
time associates raced to his
defence, branding the book a
total fabrication by a man with

ZAGREB, Croatia : Muslim refugee
city mosque on September 25, after having fled from their homes carrying only bare

necessities in plastic bags.

An

— AFP/UNB photo

US to give Israel Apache,

OHIO, Sept 27 : The White
House said on Saturday the
United States would supply
Isracl with Apache and
Blackhawk helicopters, re-
ports Reuter.

A statement rclcased by the
White House as President
George Bush was campaigning
in Ohio said Bush and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
had reached agreement on the
measures, which it said would
be initiated by the United
States "in the very near future.”

"These mecasures include
the supply of Apache and
Blackhawk helicopters and the
prepositioning of advanced de
fence equipment in Israel,” the
White House statement said.

White House spokesman
Judy Smith said most of the
equipment would be supplied
lo be Israelis next year.

She refused to say how
many Apache and Blackhawk
helicoplers were involved in
the deal.

Asked whether the decision

to supply the weapons was in-
tended to reassure the lsraclhs
after the president announced
the sale of 72 F-15 lghter jets
to Saudi Arabia about two
weeks ago, Smith declined w
answer directly.

But she said the move was
intended to show that the
United States would "maintain
its ongoing commitment o Lthe
preservation and mainicnance
of Isracl's qualitative edge in
the region.”

She said the equipment
would be drawn down [rom
United States military stocks
Congress had authorised such
transfers of military equipment
to Israel about two years ago

A Paris report adds
Palestine Liberation Organi:
salion (PLO) leader Yasser
Arafat voiced worry in an
interview published on
Saturday that lsracl would
make a scparate peace with
Syria that would not include
scitlement of the Palestinian

Blackhawk helicopters

The PLO has demanded that
any peact ment between
Isracl and other Arab countrics
be conditional on Isracli with-
drawal from the occupted West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

“What has happened to the
political and national rights of
the Palestinian people? They
arce going lo creale another
Camp David,” he said, referring
to a 1979 peace accord under
which lsrael returned the en
tire Sinai peninsula to Egypt.

Another report says : The
Isracli army will bar nearly two
million Palestinians of the oc-
cupied territories [rom enter-
ing Israel for three days be-
cause of the Jewish new year

starting today .

The army announced on
Saturday night that only Arabs
from the occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip with special
permits would be allowed in
from 4 am today until the same
time on Wt‘dmaday

25 pc cut

BANGKOK. Sept 27: Thai-
land will reduce its armed
forces by 25 per cent over the
next decade because the ex-
ternal threat to country has
diminished in the post-cold
war cra, a top gencral was
guoled today as saying, reports
AFP,

That includes a 15 per cent
cut in military strength over
the next five years, with much
of that coming from the army,
Licutenant General Surayudh
Chulanonda told the Nation
newspaper.

Thailand's army currently
numbers about 170,000, and

.

5 T

that is about hall its total mili-
lary strength.

The reductions will be
achieved through voluntary re-
tirements, forcing soldiers
guflty of offenses to resign. and
decommissioning officers who
fail physical and knowledge
lests.

Surayudh said the defence
council had approved the force
reductions because Thailand
was unlikely to face a big or
long war during the next
decade.

“It's not going to be a silua-
tion similar to the Cambodian
or Lebanon civil wars,” he told

the English Language daily.

o e

But he said the military
needs better technology.

"We still don't have a naval
force [capable of) protecting
our economic interests in the
Andaman Sea, and this is im-
portant given the project to
develop the southern seaboard
area,” Surayudh said. "And as
any military strategist knows,
the air force would be at the
forefront in deterring any
possible aggression.”

The Nation also quoted an
unidentified security source as
saying the navy would now get
priority among the three
branches of the military. The

r

women from embattled Bosnia-Herzegovina pray in the I

|

army by next

14 more killed

in Kashmir clash

SHRINAGAR, india, Sept 27:
Fourteen people, t two
soldiers, were killed when
Muslim militants opened fire
on government troops in
Jammu-Kashmir state, police
said Sunday, reports AP.

Soldiers ltamhinl for
guerillas in Tregam vil
120 kilometers north of h‘t
tal Srinagar, shot and kil
nine rebels who fired on them,
said police chief Balwinder

Bedi.
soldiers were killed
and six Injl:rtd in the en-
counter on rday, Bedi said.

Iin another incident,
bumt down a house to flush
out three rebels who fired on
soldiers, witnesses said.« Bedi,
however, said the three milti-
tants were killed in cross fir-
ing at Achabul, 70 kilometers
south of Srinagar, the seat of
the Muslim insurrection.

Bedi said he was al-
legations that soldiers bumnt

down the wood-and-brick
house .

- — . —| US Congress okays
Arafat concerned at Israel-Syrian peace move Y ’

$2.1b for space

station Freedom

WASHINGTON, Sept 27
The US Congress has voted to
spend 2.1 billon dollar next
year on research needed to
bufld the space station Free-
dom, an orbiting laboratory.
reports AFP

The project, which has
contractors in 37 of the coun-

states, provides
??,DDO jobs at a time when
lingering unemployment is the
bance of President George
Bush s re-election campaign.

Because of the many stales
that stand to benefit from the
coniracts, critics of the Na-
tlonal Acronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) project
pul up MNttle fight when the
llouse ol Representatives and
Scnate voted Friday to approve
ncarly all of the 2.25 billion
dollars the President had re-
quested.

The space station is ex
pected to cost 40 billlon dol-
lars to build and 100 billion
dollars to operate during i}s
planned 30-year lifespan.
NASA hopes to begin bullding
Freedom in four ;

The funding was included
in an 86.9- billion-dollar
spending package for Housing,
velerans, space and environ
mental programmes in the
government's 1993 fiscal year,

| which beEm October 1.

it~

‘decade

of the Indo-China war, the
Cambodian war and fears of
threats from China and Thai-
land's own communist party.

But Vietham has drastically
reduced its army since pulling
out of Cambodia and any threat
to Thailand now is likely to
come [rom the sea, the source
said.

Despite this, the sticking
point in forming a new gov-
ernment since clections two
weeks ago is the choice of a
defence minister. The politi-
cians want somcone in the
post who is acceptable both to
the military and the public.

JOHANNESBURG :

army has had priority because

African National Ccmgraﬂn President Nelson Mandela (R) and South

African President F W De Clerk (L) arrive at the world trade centre in Johannesburg on

| Saturday for their summit on ways to prevent political

a history of mental problems
and hugc debts.

About 250,000 copies of the
book, "Senator: 10 Years With
Ted Kennedy," by ex-aide
Richard Burke will be in stores
on Monday. The publisher, St.
Martin's press, released ad-
vance copies to the press on
Saturday.

"Senator” details Kennedy's
alleged sex orgies with celebri-
ties like Warren Beatty, Jack
Nicholson and Joan Baez, wild
drinking bouts, and accuses
the senator of regular use of
cocaine including having the
drug secretly shipped to his
US senate office. It says his co-
caine addiction was so bad that

aides had to wipe the drug
from his nose before he went
out on the senate floor,

Dr Stuart Shapiro, an ex-
pert on drug addiction who
travelled with the senator for
nine months during the 1980

residential campaign and has

nown him for many years,
called the charges of cocaine
use - rous.”

“I was with the senator
from early morning until late
at night for months and |
never saw any signs of cocaine
use and believe me you can tell
if someone was using cocaine.
This book is a complete [abri-
cation.”

Burke, who quit Kennedy's

violence in this country.

— AFP/UNB photo

ltan in 1981 dfter making
death threats against
h! { while a cocaine addict
himself, describes without giv-
ing a date an incident in which
the senator allegedly took co-
caine with his two eldest chil-
dren, Kara and Edwar Jr, to
“teach them moderation.”
Burke claims that Kennedy
was concerned about his chil-
dren's own use of cocaine and
instead of lecturing them not
to use it, wound up snorting
the drug with them to show
them they could control what

' they were doing.

Burke says he was told
about the incident by a former
girlfriend, whom he l."."llll

Pak airlift in
Somalia to
end Tuesday

ISLAMABAD, Sept 27: The
airlift of 500 Pakistani peace-
keeping soldiers to famine-
stricken Somalia will be com-
pleted in two days, senior mili-
tary officials said Sunday, re-
ports AP.

Briefing reporters on the
month-long operation, US mil-
itary officers said the last batch
of some 50 Pakistani troops
would leave Islamabad Monday
night and arrive in the Somali
capital of Mogadishu Tuesday
morning.

American transport plancs
have been ferrying Pakistani
troops and their equipment to
the Somali capital of Mo-
gadishu to guard its port and
airport and to protect relief
supplies Tor the

Civil war, lawlessness and a
devastating drought have
caused a famine that has kllled
more than 100,000 peo
Relief workers fear 2 mi
more are at risk.

Cindy Marks, who was also
hlwi an aflair with Kennedy

allegedly was In the house
th.lu. ni,ghL

In an author's note in his
book, Burke admits Cindy
marks was not the women's
real name and that she was a
“composite character” even
though he insists her story was
fact.

Burke also alleges that
Kennedy had affairs at his
home in suburban Washington
while his children were in the
house, seduced a 17-year-old

rl on his stafl in a hot tub at
house and introduced her
to cocaine use.

He also claims Kennedy had

The Buily Star §

They were
across the beach

found stretched

SYDNEY: Wildlife authorities
Sunday on 197 Pllot whales which

southern Australian state of Tasmania,
A s

to carry out autopsies

themselves in the

reports Reuter. |

for the Parks, Wildlife and Heritage
t in Hobart said the autopsies, to try to solve the
why the whales stranded themselves, should be
Monday or Tuesday.

The whales would then be buried at the site in a sin-
gle pit, he said

They fou

were : nd on Saturday stretched across hundreds of
metres of beach about 10 km (six miles) north of Bicheno, on
Tum-mtmﬂmdedmptmﬂﬁ:hm

later destroyed.

Her last words were 'please
give me the gas'

SOUTHFIELD, Mich: Suicide machine inventor Dr Jack
Kevorkian assisted in the suicide Saturday of a 52-year-old
woman who had terminal lung cancer, Kevorkian's attorney
said, reports AP.

Lois F Hawes, of Warren, died at about 10:45 am, after
placing a mask over her face and turning on a cantster of car-
bon monoxide, attorney Geoffrey Fleger said at a news confer-
ence in his Southfieid office. Hawes' last words were, “please
@ive me the gas,” Fleger said.

Hawes' death was Kevorkian's fifth assisted suicide and
came 10 days after Kevorkian vowed to the Michigan State
Medical Society to continue assisted suicides. His comments
came after the society rejected his request for immediate
help In handling his patients.

His medical license was sus
after he helped

mystery of
finished

pended in November 1991,
a Portland, Ore woman kill hersell

Kevorkian, 63, of the Detroft suburb of Royal Oak, was not
present at the news conference Saturday, and Fieger said he
would not be making a statement.

Kevorkian has been charged with murder in three of the

four assisted suicides, but the charges were later

be-

cause Michigan has no law against assisted suicide.

Wedding night in jail

FLORENCE, Italy: The bride wore white, the husband wore

a tuxedo and

they both ended up
Authorities said Saturday that a

in handculls,
newly mar

AP.
couple were

arrested on charges of drug trafficking just as they sat down

to their wedding feast.

According to the news agency ANSA, police waited for the
ceremony, picture-taking and the seating of guests at the

table before they hauled away Claudio Marrucce! and Gluseppa
Antonazzo of Massa, both in their late 20s.

Investigators accused them of being

part of a large interna-

tional drug ring, ANSA sald. The arrests took place
September 19 but were only disclosed Saturday.

The news agency reported that the couple had just fin-
ished their appetizers when police slapped the cuflfs on them.
The guests — bewildered at [irst — decided to go on with the

meal, ANSA said.

She had to go to
"84 Charing Cross Road"

LONDON: Helene Hanflf was savouring all her favourtite
haunts on what she said was her last trip to London, Fortnum
and Mason, Buckingham Palace. And, of course, 84 Charing

Cross Road, reports AP.

The clerks in black tails were still rf
Fortnam's.: The inscrutable: guards
am Palace on schedule at 11 am. She khew
bookstore, Marks and Co,

court of Bucki
the secondh

up sales at
-crunduh:

at 84 Charing

Cross Road was now a recosd shop but still, she had to go

back.

After all, her literary love aflair with Britain

when

she started writing in 1949 to the musty old shop which spe-

cialized in out-of-print books.

Her best-selling book and movie "84 Charing Cross Road,”
chronicling 20 years of correspondence with the store's man-
ager, Frank Doel, has made the address one of the most fa-

mous in London.

"l had to drop in at 84 to see how it's doing,” she said.

Hanfl insisted on going alone to see the circular plagque
outside commemorating her book. No photographers to jar

the memories, please.

The old Marks and Co sign which record store owner
Howard Woo of San Francisco bought at auction now hangs

over rows of compact discs.

The smaller Marks and Co sign which
breeze outside the shop at the corner of Shaftes

ped in the
ry Avenue

now hangs in her New York apartment, a present from a fan.

Kabul frees former
vice president

KABUL, Sept 27 The
Islamic government said
Sunday it had released Gen.
Mohammed Rafei, a vice pres-
ident in the former Comm-
unist regime arrested -last
weck for trying to sneak out of
the country, reports AP.

Rafei was detained Monday
at Kabul airport by security
forces who stopped him from
leaving on a flight to India,
Defence Ministry spokesman
Yunis Qanuni s

But Qanuni said Rafei was
arrested for using a fake pass-
port and not for crimes from
the l4-year civil war between
the former Communist gov-
ernment and the Muslim

rebels.
Qanuni said the Islamic
government that replaced

Communist rule in April had
no evidence that Rafei was a
war criminal so nothing could
stop him from ’'leaving

Kennedy took cocaine with hzs children to teach moderation

frequent affairs while he was
married to Joan Kennedy, in-
cluding one with Margaret
Trudeau, the ex-wife of former
Canadian Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau.

Kennedy press secretary
Paul Donovan said, "this book
relies on invented characters,
fabricated names and compos-
ite characters. It is not a blog-
raphy. It is a work of fiction.”

The senator in a statement
said, "I have no intention of
reading this book but it has
now been described to me. It
is an outrageous example of say
anything, sell anything and

anything for a buck.”

Afghanistan as long as he has a

valid passport.
With the exception of

ousted President Naj , all

"former Communist officials

have been granted general
amnesty as long as they do not
actively oppose Alghanistan's
new [slamic government.

Rafei was an architect of the
April 1978 coup that installed
the Communist government
and a close associate of
Halilhullah. When the
collapsed, he sided with
renegade guerilla leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar in his
unsuccessful bid to seize the
ca

Hajﬂ:uilah remains at a UN

pound in Kabul, where he
tn-nk refuge in April. The new
nt wants the United

Nations to hand over

to stand trial for his role in the .

civil war, which claimed more
than 2 million lives.

R ——

Romanians begin
voting

BUCHAREST, Sept 27: Ro-
manians began voting today in
presidential and parliamentary
elections presenting a water-
shed choice between commu-
nist leaders and radical re-
formers, reports Reuter.

Polls opened at 6 am (0600
GMT) and voting began in
Bucharest at first in clear
autumn weather.

Balloting was due to end at
9 pm (1800 GMT).

!-omt 16 million of the
country's 23 million people
were entitled to vete.

Opinion polls gave unclear
forecasts of the oulcome.



