_______G':HB Rily Star

Dhaka, Sunday, September 27, 1992 o

’ @

UN Must Clean Up its Wwads democracy The

“ & rear m action al

Pushed to a comer by media criticisms | every step. Despite the world-
of the role of some United Nations ncies (n | wide trend in favour of demo-
Somalia, the worid body has conve a major | eratic form of government the
conference early next month to discuss coordina- | Th military was unable
tion of humanitartan aid to this famine-stricken T":' e oo Mooaiiryes ::uu
East African country. The conference, perhaps m:'::“ th'_.m
the b tﬂmrhrldmmm.wﬂ]beaucnfcd forces made a sertous effort to
by m ers from several African countries and a | understand  the changed cir
number of fonal and international bodies. |cumstances of the country

What's more, the UN Department of Humanitar-
lan Affairs will present a "new plan of action” at
the conference, which, if approved, would de-
lermine the pattern of ance to the tragic
country's 4.5 million starving people before the
end of the year.

In the backdrop of scepticism that exists about
the UN operation in Somalia, one might not get
too excited about the conference. But it is cer-
tainly overdue. And it may, one hopes. do some
gwd in sa a sizable number of starving mil-

ons In Somalia. But {t is a pity that, however
successful the meeting tums out to be, it cannot
bring back tens of thousands of victims of famine
and hunger who have died in recent months
med]cs%lr due to bureaucratic mismanagement.
looting of relief goods and corruption. These —
and other — factors have already taken almost an
unprecedented toll in human lives. According to
an -witness account just published in the
Was ton Post and reproduced by the Interna

tional Herald Tribune of Tuesday, "up to 3.000
Somalis are dying each day, and at least two mil-
lfon are said to be in tmmediate danger of star-
vation.” Again, to quote from the report. “the
combination of famine and lawlessness has
driven moére than 300.000 Somali refugees into
Kenya and displaced at least two million people

e the country.”

The international media, especially a responsi-
ble newspaper like The Washington Post. does
not blame only the local authorities or the war-
ring factions for the tragic situation that exists in
Somalia. Quoting experts associated with non-
e’mmmcntal organisations, such as the New

ork-based Human Rights Watch, the press refers
to the situatiog in Somalia "as the greatest [ailure
of the United Nations in our time " This fatlure is
attributed to breakdown in planning, administra-
tlon and accountability by UN agencies. What's
worse — indeed most tragic — there is a growing
feeling among responsible people that gralt, cor-
ruption and even misuse of Efnds have made their
Inroads into the system. The Washington Post
cites examples and sources In making the charge
that across the continent, UN  officials at
various levels have been implicated in a whole
ranﬁc of wrongdoing, from diversion of relief
goods to the black market and currency
exchange manipulations to embezzlement of ai
money and downright kickbacks f(rom
contractors. '

In the shameful picture that emerges from US
chss reports, the UN High Commission for
‘Refugees (UNHCR) appears to be the worst of-
fender, followed, by some distance, by the UN
Development Programme (UNDP).The sole ex-
ception, among the UN agencies. seems to be the
UNICEF whose operation, now going on in full
swing. is above criticism. A lot of credit also goes
to non-UN humanitarian bodies, like the Red
Cross. Save the Children and Doctors without

Borders.

' It is all very well for the United Nations to or-
ganise a major conference and present it with a
new plan o0l action. But what is most urgent, it
must first clean up its act and regain the confi-
' dence of all concerned. especially the donors. in
its credibility. Herein lies the key to the success
' of its future operation in Somalia as well as to the
' survival of millions, now on the brink of starvation
- and death.

Tourism, to a Limit

Like all other countries, this nation also ob-
serves the World Tourism Day today There is
nothing special either in the fact that all the na-
tions make Food use of the occasion in promoti
the cause of tourism. In this country, Ba ladegg
Parjatan Corporation (BPC) is responsible for
looking after the tourism business. But as things
stand today. the BPC's performances leave much
to be desired. With the day's observance remain-
ing confined to a very selected places. one cer-
tainly has reason to read in the fact a symbolic
import. And the import is that the range
and scope of this sector have not been fuﬁy
recognised, let alone giving it a chance to
flourish

One obvious reason is fund shortage, but
proper utilisation of the available resources could
make a lot of difference The [ailure to preserve
and present our places of historical interest in an
accepiable manner is, however, not solely related
to our fund constraint. A developed sense of his-
tory. when well matched by commercial consid-
erations, can do the trick. Whatever little preser-
vation work has been done with a measure of suc-
cess has been accomplished with international
assistance, mostly from UN bodies ltke the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation (UNESCO). But the important
point hete {s that the sites or architectures or
monuments had first of all to be placed In
their historical perspective and as human
herttage for consideration by the international
bodies.

uite evidently, local inftiative matters. If we
really want to develop tourism in the country, we
ntht to put emphasis on the presentation of our
cultural heritage and indigenous customs. Mere
imitation of the lavish decoration and arrange-
ment of the order of some famous holiday resorts
will be of no help in attracting I'nn:l%n tourists.
The fact that we have one of the world's
worst communication systems stands in the
way of people travelling places. In fact, with
~all other requisite facilities, tourism develops
as an Industry and, if the sense is further
:‘tr:-tnched. as a culture. This is what counts most

At a time when the focus has been concen-
trated on environment, the expansion of tourism
industry runs counter to a healthy ement of
nature. But nec knows no law. Tourism must
develop to the extent it does minimum harm
to environment. What is needed is to strike
a balance between our economic and
environmental needs. The entertainment and
educational parts of the business are no less

important.

different from those followed
in other developing countries.
In fact these very tactics were
adopted in Pakistan and
Bangladesh on a number of oc-
casions during the last four
decades. The process usually
begins with a campaign to de-
stroy the public image of the
politicians. A well-orchestrated
publicity blitz is targeted to

wards the politicians who are

| painted in the blackest of
| colours. Tales of corruption are

given wide circulation. Since
there is almost always some
truth in these allegations, the
campalign gains credibilfty
among the people. The mill-
tary take-over takes place after
the popular resistance has
been soltened and neutralized
by overt and covert publicity

inst the political leaders.

e next phase in the process
is the launching of a political
party and a stage-managed
election. This is considered

. essential to confer legitimacy

on the regime. We have been
an witness to seveéral of these
manoeuvre in Pakistan and
Bangladesh. In Thailand the
people — specially the urban
middle class seem to have
been fed up with such cha-
rades and refused to accept
Gen. Suchinda as the Prime
Mindster and rose against him

. in a massive show of disap

proval and protest. The Gen-
eral had made very elaborale
preparations to damage the

Non-aligned

I N their first post-Cold
War summit the Non-
aligned leaders have

called for democratisation of

the United Nations system.

At the meeting in Indone-
sia, where the Non-aligned
Movement (NAM) was con-
ceived 37 year ago, the 108-
member grouping demanded
greater powers for the UN
General Assembly and perma-
nent Third World representa-

| tion on the UN Security Coun-

cil.
Economic problems facing

. the developing countries pro-

vided the focus of the tenth

' NAM summit in Jakarta, but
. the ctvil war in the former Yu-

goslavia and US intervention in
Iraq were also high on the
agenda.

[ran was one of many Is-
lamic nations to raise the issue
of the treatment of Muslims in

. Bosnia and demanded the ex-
| pulsion of Yugoslavia, the out-

going chairman and one of the
founder members, from the
Movement.

The NAM was a product of
the Cold War, when the newly
independent countries of Asia
and Africa aimed to stay clear
of bloc politics and create a
third force in global politics.

To its founders — Jawahar-
lal Nehru of India, Gamal Abdel
Nasser of Egypt and Josip Broz
Tito of Yugoslavia — Non-
alignment offered an alterna-
tive ideology. promoting inter-
national understanding by
peaceful co-existence, essen-
tial for post-colonial develop-
ment.

In the 19608 and 1970s
many Latin American countries
joined the Movement,

NAM a powerful group in the
UN. Today it represents two-
thirds of the UN membership.

In, its early years decoloni-
satioh was the primary con
cern of the Movement. Later,
through forums such as UNC-

Politics : The Military Retreats

A

Foreign
Suchinda served under Mr. Anan as military attache whe

career diplomat, Mr. Anand emerged l;t.he man of

reputation of the
opposed to him
them as rich". Even

il the people be these
charges they also knew that
the leaders were not
tly white either. However no
one could publicly accuse them
of corruption even If this was
commaon knowledge The mass
upsurge of May must have been
a shock v Gen. Suchinda who
was under the illusion that the
Tha! people are too docile to
protest his rule. Prelf

reactions to the election re-
sults suggest that the That
military has decided 10 make a
retreat — at least for the time
being. Whether they will be

wise enough to accept the
inevitability of their withdrawal

from politics is yet 1o be seen.
indeed this Is a phase In the
political development process
which many Asian countries
are currently going through. |
hope the events in Thailand
have driven home a lesson nol
only for Thafland but for other
Asian countries as well

The general election held
on September 12 clearly
shows that despite public ex
pectations to the contrary
Thai politics is yet to shed the
pervasive influence of the
armed forces. Though the pro
democracy parties have won
IB6 out of 360 parliamentary
scats — a majority ol 51 per
cent, the pro-military partics
remain a formidable force
With 175 seats in the Parlia
ment they are in a position to
exercise strong tnmrmt on
the government. In fact one
cannol be too surc about the
stability of the government
based on such slender parlta
mentary majority. Floor cross-
ing by members — either for
ministerial position ar stmply
for money is not uncommon in
Thai parllament. One can only
hope that the negative public
reaction of such delection
would act as a deterrent
against floor crossing from the
government being formed by
Mr. Chuan Leekpal — the

leader of the Democrat Party
Very inleresting namecs

were given to the two groups
ol parties by the media and
presumably by the educaled
urban people. The coalition
partics led by Mr. Chuan is

politicians
by dubbing

called the "angels and the
other parties believed to be
supporters of the military have
been dubbed the “devils”
These names reflect the public
perception of the image of
these parties. Despite these
expressions ol popular disap-
proval, the pro-military parties
achieved significant victories
in many parts of the country —
but specially in the rural and
relatively backward con-
stituencies of the North East.
ern provinces. Their strong
showing seemed Lo dash the
hopes of the pro-democracy
forces that the election would
be a thorough repudiation of
the politictans who sided with
the armed forces during the
May crisis

Party is a lormer army chief
who Is believed o have har-
boured ambitions for power
during his term but fafled to
dislodge the politiclans. He
reconciled himself to the
political realities of the
country and launched a party
of his own in order to gain
power by democratic means.
Despite his military
background the people seem
to support him as a ¢ pion
of democracy because he chose
the hard but correct path of
gaining ower through
election. e leader of

third party in the coalition —
Gen. Chamlong Sri s

perhaps the meost colourful
personality in Thai politics to-
day

A devout Buddhist, Gen.

bz Shah AMS Kibria

Mr. Chuan. a lawyer by pro-
fession, has held cabinet posts
in the previous governments
and is belteved o be an expe-
rienced politiclan. A mild-
mannered man, he seems to
enjoy the support of Gen Prem
Tinsulananda who has played a
key role in diffusing the May

crisis by bringing aboul the
resignation o General
Suchinda. Prem was Prime

Minister ol Thalland for nearly
cight years in the cighties — a
pertod of unprecedented eco
nomic growth and progress
Upon his retirement in 1988
the King, as a mark of trust
and respect, appointed him a
member of the Privy Council
Though the King has been
meticulous In performing his
role as a constitutional ruler
and has scrupulously main
tained some distance {rom pol-
ftics, his moral inflluence on
the country is enormous. It 1s
for this reason that the sup-
port of Gen. Prem lor Chuan as
the new Prime Minister is so
important. The other partners
in the coalition of Minister is
so important. The other part-
ners in the coalition of "angels”
are new but powerful actors in
the Thai political stage Gen.
Chaovalit Yongchatyut, the
leader of the New Aspiration

Chamilong is an ascetic who
scems to follow the Gandhian
way in his personal lfe. He
won landslide victory as the
Governor of Bangkok and what
is surprising in the context of
Thai politics — he continues to
have the image of an honest
man untainted by corruption.
His party — the Palam Dharma
-~ enjoys great support in
Hangkok but its influence in
the interfor of the country is
yet negligible. Chamlong led
the mass movement against
General Suchinda in May but
his actual eclectoral perfor-
mance has [allen short of ex-
pectations

The power of the older
parties with strong support
from the busincss community
has once again been demon-
straled In the election. In-fact,
the hope that this election
would be different from other
clections has not been fulfilled

As in the previous elections,
money played a major rele in
determining thesfortunes of
contesting politiclans — par
ticularly in the rural con-
stituencies. Money is ol course
important in every democratic
system in varying degrees. In
the case of Thailand it was a
decistve factor. However the

by Daya Kishan Thussu
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destiny for Thailand. He retired from
some years ago and devoted himself quietly to business. It was an accident of history that Gen.
n the latter was Thai Ambassador in Washington.

popular support for the anti

military parties. This is no
mean achievement in a country
is which the military and the
business community had a
stranglehold on national poli-

tics. The mili lraders
in the role nfi'l'urdﬂ'ﬂl" in |'.\v'u‘l§:HT:t

eye have accepted, perhaps
grudgingly, the prospect of a
government led by the Demo-
cral party leader Mr. Chuan
Leekpad.

| wish to pay a tribute to the
outgoing Prime Minister Mr.
Anand Panyarachun for the as-
tute manner in which he man-
aged the aflairs of the nation
through a most difficult
in its recent history. A distin-
guished carcer diplomat, Mr.
Anand emerged as the man of
destiny for Thailand. He re-
tired from Foreign Service
some years ago and devoted
himself quietly to business. It
was an accident of history that
Gen. Suchinda served under
Mr. Anan as military attache
when the latter was Thal Am-
bassador in Washington. When
Gen. Suchinda staged a coup In
February, 1991 to oust the
then Prime Minister Gen.
Chatchai, he invited Mr Anand
to become the interim Prime
Minister. He had a limited
mandate and just about a year
in office but within this short
period he carried out a series
of much needed reforms. What
iIs even more Important, he
gave the Thal people a taste of
honest government. It was
therefore not surprising that
when, aflter the massacre of
May, the country was in the
grip of civil turmofl, the
called upon Anand to assume
the responsibility of the gov
ernment as Prime Minister. He
not only restored law and
order and held the election
within the time given to him
but also acted bravely in re
moving [rom positions of
power and Influence those mil-
itary leaders considered re-
sponsible for the massacre
llaving had the privilege of
knowing him personally, | feel
a decp sense of respect for a
man whose clegant simplicity
attracted my admiration even

At its just ended summit in Jakarta, the 108-member Non-aligned Movement has de-
manded reform of the United Nations system. In the post-Cold War world the Movement
may seem to have lost much of its relevance. Yet given its numerical strength — it is the
world's biggest grouping — it has a crucial role in putting the South’s case on to the global

agenda.

-

The Non-aligned Movement

Non-aligned Movement was concelved al Afro-Asian conference in Bandung.
Indonesia in 1955 29 nations attended. l1s membership has increased lowr-told in last

hree decades
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fought for a New International
Economic Order (NIEO).

The NAM demanded,
through organisations like
UNESCO the establishment of
a New World Information and

Communication Order
(NWICO).
However, neither a NIEO

nor a NWICO have come about,
If anything, the Northern
countries have strengthened
their grip on the global econ-
omy. With satellite television
and new information technol-
ogy Lhe iIndustrialised coun-
tries have now much greater
influence on the cultures of

J. L NEHRU,K CO

The NAM has the potential
to unit the developing coun-*
tries in protecting their eco-
nomic and cultural indepen-
dence.

However, the Movement
has a poor record. The
rhetoric of peage and co-exis-
tence has not been able to pre-
vent military confrontation
between Non-aligned nations
— for example, the eight-year
war between lran and Iraq.

And despite repeated
claims to be independent of

like Singapore and such pro-
Moscow stales as Cuba, which
even chaired the Movement
from 1979 o 1983.

The ineflectiveness of the
NAM was mosl starkly evident
in the 1990 Gulf conflict aris-
ing out of the aggressfon by
one Non-aligned state, Iraq, on
another smaller member,
Kuwait.

Scepticism has grown about
the continued relevance of a
movement which had its roots
in the Cold War at a time when
the East-West tension has
ended.

it has even been 'suggested

by Egypt — one of the founder

members - that the NAM
should merge with the Group
of 77 or even change its name.

Critics ask: "Non-alignment
against who or what?” Sup-
porters answer that the NAM
is against the "superpowerism”
of any state,

Despite its critics, however,
the NAM remains the world's
biggest political grouping. In
1961, 25 nations attended the
first summit in Belgrade. In
Jakarta, 108 countries partici-
pated.

The NAM recognises that in
the post-Cold War world it has
to live with US domination. As
the summit leaders reassessed
the position of Non-alignment
they were aware that NAM has
failed to formulate a common
ideology to saleguard the in-

the two Cold War blocs, the Aerests of the developing coun-

NAM accepted the member-

tries.

emerging within the Move-
ment. The first, led by Egypt
and Indonesia, [avours closer
ties with the West. The sec-
ond, led by India, wants the
Movement to go back to fits
Nehruvian roots by showing
"independence of judgment”
on foreign policy issues.

This attitude was reflected
in a recent interview of Indian
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
in Time ne: "People are
pointing out that there is now
only one bloc, and my reply is,
‘Do you want me to align with
it? The answer is no, because
if I am to remain independent

and retain my independence of -

judgment and action, it does
not matter to me whether
there are two blocs or three
blocs, or one bloc.”

The third group is repre-
sented by radical countries
like Iran and Cuba which advo-
cate a stridently anti-Western
attitude.

The Jakarta summit gave an
opportunity for politicians to
express anti-Western senti-
ments. President AH Akbar
Rafsanjani of Iran condemned
US interference in the Middle
East. Foreign Minister Juan
Bosque of Cuba criticised the
US for its continued economic
embargo against the Caribbean
island. Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad cau-
tioned against what he called
"a revival of the old Western
colonialism.”

On economic issues, it was
pointed out that there s in-
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at our first meeting A man of
unguestioned Integrity, he has

scl a very standard of effi-
clency and irl govern-
ment which successors

may find difficult to keep up.
He reminds me of Justice
Shahabuddin who also acted
with exemplary honesty and
uprightness in fulfilling the
mandate given to him by the
nation.

Mr. Chuan will begin his
administration with a lot of
goodwill and popular support.
5 from the !m;lthplnd
from humble family back-
ground he breaks the tradition
of a long line of Prime Mints-
ters efther from the military or

from aristoeratic I'-&.
Thanks to the mature -
ship of Mr Anand Panyarachun
the political turmoil of the last

le of years did not seri-
_nuiry affect the economie
growth process in the coun-
try. The new government will
therefore find a vibrant and
dynamic® economy. The fast
pace of industrialization has
been putting a strain on the in-
frastructure which needs
modernizing. Equally impor-
tant. the benefits of economic
growith has not yet reached a
vast number of people — both
in the rural areas and urban
slums. The new government
can achieve better balance in
the growth process by ensur
ing equity and soctal justice
The frutts of economic growth
and development must be
spread more evenly. The
Chuan government will thus
have a difficult task. Obviously
it will have to defend democ
l‘7 as its first priority. But it
will also have to run the gov-
ernment with a higher stan-
dard of honesty and efficiency.
At least this seems 10 be the
expectation of the . I
the long run the political sta-
bility and soctal harmony of the
country will depend on the
success of its leaders th ensur-
ing that economic growth is
accompanied by distributive
justice. The Chuan government
can justify the name "angel” at-
tached to the constituent par-
ties if they prove different
from the so-called "devils”
whose wheeling and dealing
and corruption had fed up the
people. Given the tradition of
Thai politics it is not going to
be an easy task to preside over
a genuincly clean administra-
tion.

Seek New Ideological Moorings

North and South with the gap
between the poor and rich na-
tions widening.

Economic independence
through self-reliance was one
of the key aspects of the origl-
nal philaanpﬂ.;cnf Non-align-
ment and countries like India
practised it too. Economic
sell-rellance reinforeed politi-
cal sovereignty.

But in the age of IMF-dic-
tated structural adjustment
programmes and opening up of
markets to the West the eco-
nomic independence of 'the
Third World has been further
eroded. The net flow of finan-
cial resources is still from the
developing to the developed
countries. - :

During the 40 years of the
Cold War, ideology provided
the pretext for the superpow-
ers to play power politics in
the Third World. In their
proxy wars more than 20 mil-
lion people were killed in the
developing world.

Awareness is growing that
ideological confrontation is
gradually being replaced by
economic rivalry within the
emerging trading blocs. And
the Non-aligned world with its
resources and markets will be
their battleground.

With greater powers at the
UN, the NAM could become

the vehicle for Third World
diplomatic solidarity. In addi-
tion, its emphasis on greater
South-South cooperation could
help check economic exploita-
tion of the developing coun-
tries in the so-called new
world order.

Indonesian President
Suharto, who has taken over
the NAM chairmanship for the -
next three ars, told the
summit that the "new world
order” had not changed the
“old patterns of domination of
the strong over the weak and

rich over the poor.”

TAD and Group of 77, the NAM  developing countries. ship of a pro-Western country Three main groups are creasing polarisation belween — Gemini News
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F i Affai of other departments are for- tions study this discipline the- body canh predict what exactly genuine their terms of en- Eh“j. Wasiuddin's
ore gll tunate than the students of oretically. Therefore, certainly, is going to happen. Apparently dearment are. ) .ibw
Cadre of BCS International Relations De- they do comprehendsthe dy-  that is why (?) a 24-year young . Now that "she got her man

Sir, In Bangladesh, Interna-
tional Relations is taught only
at Dhaka University. Generally,
the students securing higher
positions in the admission Lest
get chance to study Interna-
tional Relations. There is a
general belief that who studies
International Relations be-
‘comes a diplomat. The stu-
dents, before getting admitted,
also hold such a view but after
passing several years In Dhaka
University, coming in closer
understanding with the prob-
lems of society, Including

unemployment, they become
utterly di ntled.
In my opinion, the students

partment of Dhaka Untversity.
In each announcement of
Bangladesh Civil Service re-
cruitment, there are no more
than one dozen seals ear-
marked for the Foreign Affairs
Cadre. This small number of
the scats are very often bagged
by others, since the students
of International relations gen-
erally do not stand top because
they are to answer descriptive
questions which do not pro-
cure cent per cent marks.,

There is a scparate Judicial
Cadre for the students of law
in the BSC which lessens the
competition for them. The
students of International Rela-

namics of International actions
to some extent better than the
other general and technical
[aculty students,

In this backdrop, the’
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission is requested to
reserve the member of
scats of the Foreign Affairs
Cadre of BCS only for the stu-
dents of International Rela-
tions.

Md Abdur Rouf
Department of International
Relations, DU

Beyond Gulf war

Sir, When (private] attrac-
tion goes out of bounds, no-

Kuwaiti female came to reunite .

with her Bangladeshi male
pariner.

But, their plans for hlﬁzj’
life hangs in balance now be-
cause of Kuwait's demand for
her return even after the "odd
couple” became wedlocked on
Bangladesh soil defying state
laws and traditions of her na-
tonality. .

From the standpoint of
human rights, the human im-
pulse to interact with others
must not be interrupted and,
therefore, Meir legitimised af-
fair deserves congratulations,
no matter how costly and how

after overcoming barriers from
border to honeymoon and clos-
ing up gaps from cultural to
ethical, dtplomatic drawback
should not stick in between in-
terpersonal relations.

Most fm ntly, whatever
their story is, this sort of life
drama that has been pen-
ing for centuries in multina-
tional world, will be enriching
Bangladeshi literary treasure
with driving significance of
cross-cultural relationship in
the advancing civilization.

M Rahman
Zlla School Road, Mymensingh

Sir, Your recent news ut:::{
on the death of Lt. Gene
Khwaja Wasfuddin mentioned
incorrectly that he leaves be-
hind three sons and only
daughter,

In fact my late uncle, Lt.
General Khwaja Wasiuddin has
four sons and two daughters.
His cidest son Safi Wa-
sfuddin and his elder daughter
Mrs. Umberreen Rahman re-
side in Pakistan.

Mrs Yasmeen Murshed
Banarni, Dhaka
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