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HAVANA, Sept
25: The future of
the athletics
World Cup seems
secure despite
mounting  criti
cism from administrators
concerned about an already
overcrowded schedule, reports
Reuter. -

Only 11 gold medalists from
this year's Barcelona Olympics
have opted to make the Yip to
Havana for the three-day eight-
team competitions starting to-

But although the absence of
80 many of the world's elite
cathletes has clearly embar-
‘rassed the International Ama-
teur Athletics Federation
(LAAF) Officials said on Thurs-
day the Cup was likely to con-
tinue.
"The general opinion is that
we. have it in the years in
which there's no W Cham-

or Olympics,” one
m-ﬂ.

The mchnmphnlhlpl
are now every two years
;th the next scheduled for

uttgart, Germany in 1993.
The Cup would continue {ts
present four-year cycle with
the next due in 1994,

The officials said bids for
the next World Cup had been
received [rom Bi am in

England, Singapore and South

Alrica.
Earlier [AAF resident
Primo Nebiclo told a news

conference the further of the
Cup was in the hands of the

——

i “‘h-

LINFORD CHRISTIE

federation's governing council.
"We have time to decide,”
Nebiolo said.

Although Nebiolo, pre-
dictably, said he believed this
year's Cup would be a great
success, the number of defec-
tians by top athletes and the
mounting criticism from ad-
ministrators must be concemn-
ing the IAAF,

- “The timing of the event is

nonsensical and the World Cup

should be scrapped,” German
Federation officials Horst

Blattgerste said.
ONan Cassel, execultive di-
rector of the Athletics

Congress, the US governing
body, said the Cup could have a
future but not in its present
form. "Maybe under a different
philosophy,” Cassell said.

Chiel British coach Frank
Dick expressed concern at the
increasing number of [AAF
competitions.

"Quite clearly three's a
move to saturate the calendar,”
Dick said. "It is time for us to
rationalise the international
competitive calendar.’

"The world is quite differ-
ent from the world in which
the World Cup was born, for
goodness sake.”

At least one person made it
perfectly clear on Thursday
that he was more than hap
with this year's edition of tﬂ

Cup.

Olympic "100 metres cham-
pion Linford Christie said he
would still have travelled to
the Carfbbean even if he had
been named as a team reserve.

"I wouldn't have missed this
trip for anything.” the British
team captain told reporters. “l
think the people who have
missed this trip have missed

Seles, Sab

3 World number
one Monica Seles
and number
three Gabriela
Sabatini crushed
local hopes by beating Japan's
top two women players in the

Seeded shuttlers
‘move to quarters

in S'pore Open

SINGAPORE, Sept 25: All
four top seeds scored straight
sét wins to move into the
mthtm‘l singles quarter-finals in

badminto

ehampm-mmmpiownhcm ﬁurﬂn;
reports AFP

First (o reach the last eight
was top sced Ardy Wiranata of

o

Indonesia who ed China's

Zhang Qingwu 15-7, 156-7 in

Just over 40 minutes.
Wiranata, 22, the silver

medal winner in thchrmnt
Bargelona Olympics is early
favourite. ¥

Number two seed, Zhao
Jianhua, 27, of China, easily
overcame ‘s Hamid
Khan 15-8, 15-11, while In-
donesia's other top player,
Bambang Suprianto, the num-
ber three seed, defeated
Chima's Lin Li-Wen 15-8, 15-7.

The only non-Asian seed,
Denmark's Thomas Stuer-Lau-

atini sail into semis

quarter-finals of the 350,000
dollar Nichirei Tennis Tourna-
ment here Friday, reports AFP.

The American-based Yu-
goslav, the winner of all Grand
Slam titles except Wimbledon
for the second year running,
trounced Naocko Sawamatsu 6-
1, 6-0, while Sabatini brushed
aside Kimiko Date 6-4. 6-2 on
the Centre Court of the Ariake
Coliseum.

Earlier in the day, Mary Joe
Fernandez of the United States
had to overcome swirling
winds to beat another Japa-
nese, Kyoko Nagatsuka, 6-0, 6-
2, and set up a semi-final
encounter against depending
champion Seles on Saturday.

Fernaridez, the runner-up
here last year, secks to avenge
her semi-final loss to Selcs at

the US Open two wecks ago.
She defeated Seles in their
first meeting in 1989 but has
lost in their 13 meeting since.

Sabatini will take on fourth.-
sEEdEd Xaterind Maleeva of
Builgaria, who downed Amert-
can Marianee Werdel 6-4, 6-4
in a hard hit baseline duel.

.1 played her (Maleeva)
many Umes,” said Sabatini,
who has 5-1 win-loss record

against the Bulgarian. She likes

to be aggresstve, to hit the ball’

hard, and she's coming more
o the net than she has to do.

clinched their first career u-
tles winning the Japan Open
here — Sabatini in 1985 and
Date in 1992 — could not hold
serve until the Japanese kept
the fifth game to lead 3-2 and
4-3 in Lh:tﬂrnt set.

But Date lost the next three
games and was never able to
take the lead afterward as the
South American retaliated with

her heavy topspins against the
Japanese number one.

"I knew she was going to be
very dangerous. She has a very
good backhand and she was
Putling pressure on me, com-
ing to the net," said Sabatini.
who lost to Date in their first
meeling in the Los Angeles
tournament last year.

'l learmed a lot from the Los
Angeles match, so probably, |
know a little bit better how to
play against here. | have a good
strategy.” added the 22-year-
old Argentine, stretching her
head-to-head record to 2-1.

The strong winds forced
the organisers to close the
removable roof of the Centre
Court before the Seles-Sawa-
matsu match, and all the other
matches were held indoors.

Singles quarter-finals (X
denotes seed): '

Gabricla Sabatini (Argentina
X2) bt Kimiko Date (Japan X7)
6-4, 6-2.

out pn a lot.”

“I'm not in that kind of
same shape as | was at the
Olympics. I'm not going to say
I'm going to run 10.0.”

"I'm not in that kind of
shape. Nobody goes out to fin-
ish second but if | don't win,
who cares 7" Christie, who
admitted he was exhausted
alter a long hard year, could
run in three events here.

European champion John
Regis has dropped out of the
200 metres after bruising his
ribs while jet skiing, giving
Christie a chance for the
sprint double.

And depending on his per-
formance in the 200, Christie
could then take part in the
4x400 metres relay, the final
event of the competition on
Sunday night.

One concern for the organ-
isers has been a tropical de-

ion ofl the Cuban coast
plus the start of the rainy sea-
son here. )

A fierce rain storm lashed
Havana on Wednesday aflter-
noon, flooding the streets and
slowing traffic to a crawl. *

A similar storm on any of
the three days of competition
would almost certainly force
organisers to cancel the pro-
gramme for the evening, caus-
ing yet another headache for

 Zmeliks feat

OSTRAVA, Czechoslovakia,
Sept 25: Olympic gold medal-
ist Robert Zmelik set an unofl-
[icial world record here on
Thursday when he scored
7.897 points in a one-hour de-
cathlon, reports AFP.

The 23-year-old smashed
the previous best for the com-
petition set by New Zealander
Simon Poelman on March 1,
1991, in Auckland.

Zmelik completed  nine
evenis ol the 10 events in the
one hour period. with the
[.500m race run aflterwards.

The official decathlon event
is held over two days and a
new world record of 8.89]
points was set by Dan O'Brien
on September 5 in Talence.
France.

The American had lailed to
qualify for the US team at the
Barcelona Games.

Athletes seek
cash from IAAF

. HAVANA, Sept 25: Intcrna-
tional athletics chiel Primo
Nebiolo will be asked next
month to consider payments

for athlctes at the 1993 World

Championships,
Reuter

A senifor International
Amateur Athlétic Federation
(IAAF) offictal said on Thursday
a group representing athletes’
managers would meet Nebiolo.
in London in the middle of Oc-
tober.

"The group requested a

reports

ridsen, seeded fourth, brushed ['m going 1o have to play stmi- Katerina Maleeva (Bulgarta | meetin :

, | . g to discuss the situa
aside Taipel's Limwei-Chen lar to y's match.” X4) bt Marianee Werdel (USA) | tion of payments to the ath-
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ing everything lrom court size
o the t of balls 10 be used
But a late dispute still arose
over whether the line painted
the middle of Connors
bles’ alleys should be in or
ouL
“The lawyers somehow

squiggled it in his contract
that says the inhide of the line

Bresnik hired as
Becker's coach

ESSEN, Germany, Sept 25
Three-times Wimbledon
champion Boris Becker, who
split with his former
Czechoslovak trainer Tomas
Smid in June, has hired Aus-
trian Davis Cup captain Guen-
ther Bresnik as his new privatc
coach, reports Reuter.

The 24-year-old German,
who has slipped to eight in the
world rankings, said on
Thursday he planned Lo start
working with Bresnik at next
week's ATP tournament in
Basle, Switzerland. "The next
few tournaments will be a

« 31, will be
Becker's third coach since he

hl'uhoﬂl'hman.:mtlﬂlh-

Australian Bob Brett in March
last year.

Becker tried to work with
German Davis Cup captain Niki
Pilic but the trainer could not

lu-:h-tthhimmy and
Bresnik, who coaches ::tzrr
land s Jajob Hlasek as wrll as
the Davis Cup team, planned to
comtinue with his other com-
mitments.

is out, while mine says tLhe
oultside,” Navratilova said. “The
line is in. it shouldn't even be
on the contract.”

Connors called the com-
plaints much to do over noth-
ing.

"She’'s made a controversy
over everything.” he said. “She
should really only get one
scrve. | gave up the space.”

Both Navratilova and Con-
nors are guaranteed appear-
ance monecy, reportedly as
much as dirs 500,000 apiece,
for, the match, which will be
televised nationally on pay-par-
view for a suggested price of
dirs 24.985.

~ Navratilova, however, says
the win s more important
than the dirs 500,000 extra
that will go to the winner.

“The money will be a nice
bonus but that's not what we're
playing for.” she said “I'd
rather give up the half million
and win."

Navratilova, a 4-1 u
in betting at the Caesars Palace
sports book, said she has been
practicing men in try-
ing to be able to handle the
harder shots and more aggres-

-mlmrudbytb:ntn

She knows she must
her game, even with the added
court, to survive.

"How well I'll be able to at-
tack, | don't know,” Navratilova
said, "1 know | won't be able to
serve and volley as well as
against women. Against men
you can't just keep it in play.
You have to forog the action.”

Connors said he knows ex-
actly how Navratilova will play.

"She's going to play like a
man.” he said. “T'm going to

play like | always have. *
Connors, a youngster of 21
when Riggs was worn down in

he will

‘I predict a blowout.” said
Riggs. who will serve as colour
commentalor for the match.
"He's a great, great match
player. a great money player.
She hasn't got a clue about how

tough this guy is."

Sport

World Cup sans the stars

=

Finland's Sami Elopuro throws his racket on t
the World Open squash championships at Johannesburg's Standard
Thursday. Elopuro lost to Pakistan's Jansher Khan by 15-7, 15-5, 15-9.

Rodney wins battle of brothers

JOHANNESBURG
nding champion

Australia won a ti-
tanie 78-minute
battle against his brother Brett
to earn a place in the
semifinals of the World Open
squash championship on
Thursday, reports Reuter
Rodney, 26, and

two years, triumphed 17-16,
15-5, 15-17, 15-17, 15-10. He
always seemed to have the up-
per hand and yet could not re-
lax for a moment as Brett
fought all the way.

in the semifinals, Rodney
Martin plays [ellow-Australian
Chris Dittmar, while Pakistani
Jansher Khan f{aces Austin

Adarraga of Spain. who had to

qualify.

The Martin brothers last

the |
younger brother by a little over®

met in the US Open final in
New York in October when
Rodney was also the winner.

But in their only previous

World Open clash, Brett was
the victor in Kuala Lumpur in
1989.

They matched point for
point in the o;cn!ng game of
their quarter-final here. Rod-
ney missed a point at 14-
13 but then clinched the game
as both players had game point
at 16-16,

Third seed Rodney looked
to be heading for a quick vie-
tory as he won the second
game in 10 minutes but Brett
fought back to win the third
and then levelled the tie, hav-
ing saved three match points
in the fourth game.

it was level pegging in the
deciding game, but from 11-10
Rodney stormed to victory
with the help of two penalty

he ground in despair in the

ank Arena on
— AFP photo

strokes.
"We have played together

disposing of
other Australian, Rodney
15-10, 158-7, 15-4 in
utes. Top seed Jansher.the
world number one who has
won the title three times,
crushed Finland's Sami Elop-
uro 15-7, 15-5, 15-8 to reach

Peter Marshall, the ninth seced,
15-13, 15-12, 9-15, 6-15, 15-
10 in 89 minutes.

Wattana in semis at White's cost

¢ @ heavy cold. :

MOTHERWELL,
Scotland, Sept
25: Thai snooker
ace James Watt-
ana reached the
semi-finals of the
Scotlish Masters here on
Thursday night and was then
backed to win the tournament
by the man he had just beaten,
World number three Jimy
White was mightily impressed
by Wattana's 6-2 triumph in
the quarter-finals, which im-
proved the Thai's record
against the Englishman to nine
wins in 14 meetings.
"Although it's difficult to
predict something Hke this,
James showed that he's scor-
ing heavily when given the
chance and playing a danger-
ous brand of snooker.” said
White, who was suffering from

Wattana, who triumphed in-

side 103 minute, was not so”
sure, having been an uncon- |

vincing 5-3 first-round winner
over Scotland's Alan McManus.

“I'm not saying I'm playing
will enough to win the title,

but | played twice as well as I'd |

done in my previous match,”
he commented.

“This is a great start to the
season for me. J had his
chances in the first few
frames, but he missed a lot and
| didn't make many mistakes.”

White should have pocketed
frame one, miscuing badly
when 57-2 ahead. He levelled
at 1-1 with a 48 break, but
soon fell 5-1 down as Masters
debutant Wattana notched runs
of 91, 51, 56, 67 and 48.

Although White managed to

clinch frame seven with a 62

clearance after trailing 53-0,
the world number seven was
not to be denied his semifinal
place and finished off a sur-

- prisingly error-strewn match

in another 13 minutes.
White, a notoriously slow

| starter to the season, typically

refused to use his cold as an
excuse for defeat.

"I didn't feel too bad, but at
this stage of the season it's just
about practising ﬁtﬁn; balls,”
said the English left-hander.

Wattana, guaranteed 11,000
pounds, now takes on Eng-
land’s Neal Foulds in Saturday's
second semifinal.

Quarter-final result:
James Wattana (Thailand)

|
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B'ball relegation
play-offs from

Jo.eThituﬂ play
Boys Club in the first match

Club face Eagles Club
in the secogpd match at 65:30

Cash incentive
for swimming
medalists
MINNEAPOLIS, Sept 265:

American swimmers who
goid at Barcelona

'In an effort to reward
America’'s best swimmers and

man Jefl Dimofnd. "The word
amateur’ has long been gone
from the lexicon. The word

ap-
proved by the federation's
House of Delegates, which
meets S-lubrd“:g ‘in the Min-

neapolis su of Blooming-

ton.
Under the proposal, medal
winners in the 19904 World

C at Rome would
split dirs 600,000 in
money, and medalists in the

1996 Olympics at Atlanta

would split 800,000,

The lll:iﬂ-ih
paints .8 gold medal, two
for a sllver and one¢ for a
bronze, then divide the purse
into shares.

If dirs 600,000 would have
been available for Barcelona,
where American swimmers
won 11 gold medals, nine sil-
ver and seven bronze, a gold
would have been worth * about
dirs 31,000, a silver about dirs

but Jimmy White (England) 6- | 20,700 and a bronse about

2 (frame scores: 70-50, 37-73,
91-8, 66-33, 123-0, B9-186,
53-62, 62-48).

o “ T
Rheaume breaks the sex barrier

TAMPA, Florida.

Y : Sept 25: Manon

V‘\J Rheaume made

« | some  history,

! then made the

- roster ol the Ta-

mpa DBay Lightning's top farm
lcam, reports AP,

The ar-old, 142-cen-
timeter (B-foot-8), B9-kilo-
gram (130-pound) French

Canadian became the [first
woman te compete in one of

An unidentified Russian
University in the first

i — = —— —
= S

payer tees ¢
competition to be held in the

towards Moscow

former Boviet [/nion at the Tvimba Golf Club in Moscow on

‘Th Ui suny

AFP photo

the four US major professional
sports leagues Wednesday
night when she was the start-
ing ltender in the National
llockey League's expansion
team's exhibition game against
the St Louis Blues.

She shrugged off the histor-
ical significance of the occa-
sion, rejected seven of nine
shots she faced in 20 minutes
and said she plans to continue
pursuit of her dream in the
Lightning's minor-league sys-
tem.

“It's not important to me to
be the first woman to play in
the NHL. | didn't come here to
do that. | came because | love
hockey,” Rheaume satd. "If |
didn't try, | wouldn't know
what | could do.”

Tampa Bay general manager
Phil Esposito rated her per-
formance "a 7 1-2° and said
the club wants to give
Rheaume a chance to develop
as a player with the team's At-
lanta minor-league affillate.

1 can't wait to see her in
training camp next year. The
question is how much can she
progress,” Esposito said. "]
think she can play. | really do.”

Rheaume led the Lightning
onto the ice to a »

Expo Hall, which seats just
over |0,000.
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the offer to play in the minors.

I've never practised every
day. My junior team practised
two days a week. | don't know
what | can do if | practise ev-
ery day.”

Reheaume, whose father is
a hockey coach in Canada, be-
gan playing the sport with her
brothers as a 5-year-old. She
made history last year when
she appeared in one in
the Canadian Major Junior
Hockey League.

And Meyers, who attended
the Indian Pacers' NBA camp
in 1979, s the only other
woman who has tried out for a
team in one of the four US ma-
jor pro sports — baseball,
American football, basketball
and ice hockey. However,
Meyers never appeared in a
game.

In a publicity stunt in 1968,
would-be jockey Pemny Ann
Early played for one second in
a regulas-scason game for the
Kentucky Colonels against the
Los Angeles Stars in the Amer-
ican Basketball Association —
an upstart which even-
tually merged with the NBA in

1976. Early, signed to a one-

~ game contract, inbounded the

ball in the second and
the Colonels immediatel
called a timeout and

her from the lineup.

' Esposito admits that pub-
licity was a major factor in the
deciston to invite Rheaume to
training camp. Still, he thinks
she was of the ap-
portunity to pit her skills
against those of NHL players.

Three more African
nations withdraw

from WC c&allﬁcr
ZURICH, Sept 2356: Uganda,
Mauritania and Sudan have
withdrawn from 1994 World
Cup qualifying, FIFA announced
Thu , and soccer's m-
ing y Iindefinitely post-
poned Libya's matches because

of a UN rmburpbm AP,
h‘ﬂ. Llﬂll'-‘. 'm-
Sa0 Tome and Principe,
Malawal and Gambia withdrew
earlier this ., but FIFA al
lowed South Africa, Namibia

and Benin to enter the tour-
namentl late.

|

dirs 10,300.

Financial incentives for
athletes are common in other
countries.

The Spanish government
awarded prizes for all medal-
Ists this ycar, ra up to
dirs 80,000 for an ual
gold medal winner. Also, a pri-
vate company has established a
dirs | million trust for each of
Spain's gold medalists, to be
paid out starting at age 50.

The Taiwan's government
paid each member of fits
Olympic baseball team dirs
220,000 for winning the sil-
ver medal. A gold medal would
have been worth dirs 400,000.

“It's what the rest of the
world is going to,” Dimond
said. "Motivation is not the is-
sue.

Athlete refuses

to return home

ADDIS ABABA, Sept 25 : An
Ethiopian athlete who refused
to leave with her team after
this month's World Junior
Athletics Champlonship in
Seoul is free to ' go anywhere
she chooses, an athletics offi-
cial said on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

Sebhat Belay, head of the
Competitive Sports Depart-

t in the Amateur Athletic
Federation, said Meseret

|




