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Malaysia seeks int'l]

confce on Strait
of Malacca

NUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 :
Malaysia wants an international
conference to discuss salety In
the Safety in the Strait en
Malacca to resobve fears aboul a
major catastrophe after a re-
coent series of accidents, an of-
ficial satdd Thursday, reports
AP,

Minister of Science,
Technology and Environment
ing inchude the Littoral
states of Malaysia, Singapore
and Indoncsta and all nations
that use the strail. users
include ships from the United
States, Japan, China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong. Britain, France,
Liberia, Panama and Australia

A 95 000-ton tanker and a
container ship cellided in the
1,000 kilometer [(600-mile)
long strait on Sunday, spilling
more than 2,000 tons of the
tanker's 40,000 tons of crude
ofl into the water.

thousands of small Ashing and
other vesscls daily.

Officials have cited such
fears as a reason for opposing
the passage of a ship carrying a
ton of deadly plutonium from
France to Japan late this year.

Among recent accidents in
the strail were two tanker col-
lstons in July and the sinking
of the Royal Pacific passenger
cruiser on Aug 23. In June, the

UE Navy destroyer Ingersoll
inte a merchant ship,
and a chemical tanker ex-

ploded in Malaysia's Port
Klang

Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
proposed an international
agreement for a levy for the
strait's users o raise money to
improve safety measures and
rescuc opcrations.

The International Maritime
Organization based in London

says the number of piracies in

these waters totaled 527 during
the first four months ol Lhis
year, while the total rose to

130 last year from 35 in 1990

Law and other Malaysian ol-
ficials have repeatedly warmed
of a possible major catastro-
phes in the strait that serves
about 200 large ships and

| BRIEFRY |

old p-r-.mmi.l.sl ihlnlder Deng Xiaoping, is in good I':ulth, his
son told the Xinmen evening news in a rare mention of the

E:zhreh'l well-being in the official press, Reuter reports

Betjing. )
“Recently comrade Xiaoping has been very healthy,” Den
was guoted as saying in the Wednesday edition of the

newspaper.
Deng Pufang said his father was very concerned about
Shmﬂl development.
Al gh the elder Deng holds no official posts and makes
few public appearances, he remains the key figure in Chinese
politics.

Fatah officer killed in Beirut: a m.

tary officer of PLO chairman Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fatah
guerilla group was assassinated Wednesday in the southern
port city of Sidon, police said, AP reports from Beirut.

said unidentified assailants shot and killed Lt Nimr
Shibli, who goes by the nom de guerre of Abu Kayyed, outside
his house after sundown.

Police gave no other details about Shibli's murder, the lat-
est in the tit-for-tat blood feud pitting the Palestine
Liberation Organization against Abu Nidal's Fatah-
Revolutionary Council faction.

Shibf was the 10th Palestinian figure assassinated since
June 8, when unknown men shot and killed Atel Bseciso
the PLO's security intelligence chief, outside the
Meridien -Montparmasse hotél in Paris.

Kurdish rebels set a ship afire:

Turkish Kurdish futrlllnn sct a passenger ship on fire
Wednesday, Anatolia news agency reported, AP says from
Istanbul.

No injuries were reported.

The ship, which ferries ngers between the Asian and
European sides of the Bosperous, suflered considerable dam-
age as shown on private television station Interstar, but de-
tails were not available.

The Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) claimed responsibility
for the attack in anonymous telephone calls to local newspa-

soon after the attack, Anatolia said. A similar attack was
staged by the Kurdish guerillas here a month ago.

An explosion started a fire on the state-owned Sarayburnu
a few minutes after passengers disembarked around 0900 pm

(1800 GMT). Anatolia quoted eyewitnessecs as saying.

IRA blasts bomb in Belfast: A

IRA bomb exploded outside a ment forensic science
laboratory on the outskirts of Belfast Wednesday night,
causing widespread damage to the building and nearby
homes, police , AP says from Belfast.

Belfast ambulance service said in a statement that at least
12 people were treated for ipjuries from the blast at
Newtownbreda on the southern outskirts of the city. But none
was believed serfously hurt.

The Irish Republican Army fighting British rule in
Northern Ireland telephoned a warning before the bomb went
off and army bomb disposal experts were moving in to inves-
tigate when the blast occurred.

Police headquarters in Belfast said in a statement that the
bomb had been left in a van parked outside the laboratory.

Clashes in Israel: 12 hurt : vine ambs

and three Jews were wounded on Wednesday in a scatlered
attacks and clashes in Israel and occupied Arab lands, Reuter
reports from Jerusalem.

Isracli troops shot and wounded eight Palestinians in
clashes that erupted in the Gaza strip's Bureij and Jabalya

refugee camps during a general strike in protest at the course
of Middle East peace talks in Washington, |srael radio said.

US assures sale of F-15
jets to S Arabia for

defensive purposes

WASHINGTON, Sept 24: A  added.
rﬂﬂ“dn “l’t nf T2 F'lﬂ ﬁ-nu‘nn nmr!l.ll Clrl Fﬂrd
h‘lﬂ jets

o be sold to Saudi told the panel that the Riyadh
defensive purposes only and

for
pose no threat to Israel, ad-
ministration officials said
' AFP.
Frank Wisner, wunder
Secretary of State for
International Security Aflairs,
told a congressional Panel,

government has renewed as-
surances that it has "no ag-
gressive intentions” toward
Israel or other states,

But some members of the
House of Representatives
Foreign Affairs Committee,
who said the sale goes against
the president's pledge to stem
the flow of arms into the
volatile Middle East.

"By making this sale, the

United States will be under-
cutting its professed concern
for region arms control,” said

representative Lawrence
Smith of Florida. "We will be

adding measurably to the
threat faci our closest
Middle East , Israel”.

But Wisner said the sale is
important in help Saudi Arabia
fend off possible attacks from
neighbouring Iraq.

UNITED NATIONS: Croatian President Franjo Tudjman (R) and Alija-lIzetbegovic (L), the

President of Bosnia-

talk with

after concluding a joint Wednesday

press conference. The announced a coordination of defensive efforts between their

countries.

— AFP/UNB photo

Bosnia, Croatia sign

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 24

- The President of Croatia and Tudjman,

Bosnia-Herzegovina on
Wednesday announced a mu-
tual defence pact to battle
Serbian aggression, reports AP,
The agreement was an-
nounced, fronically, just min-
utes before a Security Council
subcommittee enforcing the
arms embargo against the for-
mer Yugoslav republics met to
hear evidence on a planc-load
of weapons bound for Bosnia
that Croatia impounded.
Despite an earlier defence
pact signed in July, relations
between Bosnia and Croatia
have soured in recent months.
Muslims accuse the Croats
of secretly conspiring with
Serbs to carve up Bosnia be-
tween them. Last month, Croat
forces close to Sarajevo turned
back at least two arms ship-
ments to Sarajevo's  besicged
defenders, Bosnian defense of-

Croatian President Franjo
meanwhile, an-
nounced that he does not in
tend to ask UN peacckecpers
in his country to stay beyond
March 1993, when their man
date expires.

He said the Scrbs in Croatia
will be peacefully integrated
into political life by then, so
"there will be no need to ex
tend the mandate of the UN.’

In fact, tensions have been
high in some of the Serb-dom
inated areas patrolled by the
10,000 UN peacekeepers de
ployed in Croatia. The UN
troops are scparaling Serb

tist and Croatian troops
whose fighting left 10,000
dead last year.

At a news conference, the
Bosnian and Croatian leaders
said their governments had
agreed to ask the Securily
Council to lift the blanket
arms embargo on Yugoslavia so
they can malch the weaponry

defence pact

of the Serb militias.

Bosnian President Alija
Izethegovic conceded that
had found no sympathy so far
in the Security Council for the

regquest.

The new agreement is an
expansion of a July ® pact be-
tween Croatia and Bosnia,
which applied mainly to de-
fence of their border areas,
Tudjman said

The new accord commits
the two countries to mutual
delense across their entire
territories and o set up a
joint committee to coordinate
defensive efforts until aggres-
sion has been stopped cen-
lirely,” according o the text.

The Serbs, furnished by the
Serb-led Yugoslav army, have
weaponry, especially tanks and
artillery, that is vastly superior
to that of the Croats or the
Muslims.

ISLAMABAD, Sept 24: The
Pakistani Defence Ministry
warned newspapers on
Wednesday they could be pros-
ecuted if they printed stories
defaming the armed forces,
reports Reuter.

A ministry spokesman said
the government had taken se-
rious note of "some bascless
and utterly false stories”™ in lo-
cal newspapers blaming senior
armys officers for a plane crash
that killed military president
Mohammad Zia-Ul-Haq four
years ago.

Newspapers and magazines
have printed stories marking
the fourth anniversary of Zia's

nbf;‘imahrnabf:l

death last month naming some
army officers, inchuding former
chief Mirza Aslam Beg.

The official APP news
agency quoted the spokesman
as saying: “there is no truth in
such stories.”

“The aim of the writers ap-
pears to create not only sensa-
tionalism but also to bring into
disrepute individual military "
officers in particular and the
Pakistan armed forces in gen-
eral.”

He said technical inquirics
and criminal investigations “do
not substantiate the kind of
storics appearing in the press
from time to time”.

d warns media not
to defame armed forces

He said the media shouid
not publish stories “full of
conjuncture and rumours’
adding that "any propaganda
which defames or brings into
ridicule the armed forces is an
offence under the law and
must not be indulged in.”

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif named a high-level judi-
cial commission last month to

investigate Zia's death. The in- 3

uiry was the second ordered
Sharif since he came to

Mystery the
August 17, 1988, crash of the
C-130 in the desert near the
Punjab province town of

Bahawalpur

FRANCE: A parking lot for cement mixers i Sain

France, as it ap

t-Privas, a small wn in southern
on Tuesday following violent storms that swept through the region.

At least seven people were killed on Tuesday during a second day of exceptionally heavy
- rainfall.

Corruption, scandal dog Indian govt

NEW DELHI, Sept 24: In
his 14 months in oflice, Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
has tried to clean up the image
of his governing party. Bul he
can't seem to rub off the tar-
nish, reports AP.

Shaking off the kickbacks
scandal that cost the Congress
Party 1989 election, Rao led
Congress back to power last
year. But in the last six
months, it has again been
stained by the questionable
dealings of men at the top.

On Tuesday, Rao won the
reluctant resignation of the
chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh, an elected official of
Rao's home state, after he was

censured by the state High
Court.
The court accused

Janardhana Reddy of 'bias’
when he pushed through a bill
allowing private medical and
dental mﬁegcl to reserve half
their admissions for high-pay-
ing 'donors’. Among the bene-
ficlarics were to be his wife,
son and Congress supporters.
in the neighbouring south-
ern state of Karnataka, Chief
Minister Sarckoppa

Bangarappa is the targetl of an
ouster campaign by mcmbers
of his own Cabinet fed up with
his shady land deals and Lax
concessions Lo liquor barons.

Payoffs are a way of life in
India — from the clerk who
takes 50 rupees (dirs 1.80) to
process a drivers license in a
day instead of week, to judges
of the t courts.

Politics can be a big money
spinner, especially on the local
level where favours like build-
ing contracts and licenses can
be dispensed for a healthy

percenlage.

"Corruption now is so per-
vasive that it has infected the
highest level of the judiciary,
politicians and bureaucrats,”

said political analyst Bhabani
Sen Gupta in an interview.

Sen Gupta said the trend of

political corruption began after
the passing in the 1960s of
the generation who fought for
India's independence, who
were men of undispuled au
thority and integrity.

“There used to be a public
demand to punish corruption
and cthical lapses. Bul in the

_ AFP/UNB photo

last 20 years the polilicians’
own sense of ethics has dimin-
ished. Power has become all
important,” said Sen Gupta, of
the independent Center for
Policy Rescarch.

The Congress Parly gov-
erned India for all but three
years since independence in
1947, but lost the 1989 elec-
tions because of charges that
party functionaries shared 50
million dollar in bribes from
Sweden's Bofors company in
an arms deal.

Congress was coming back
from the Bofors disgrace when
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi{ was assassinated in
may 1991. Rao took over the
party and completed the
clection comeback that Gandhi
had begun.

While Rao remains person-
ally untainted, the cases
against the two chiel ministers
are just the latest of many em-
barrassments for his adminis-
tration.

liis ambitious economic re
lorms, launched last year, were
put on hold for months after
dozens of brokers, bankers and
government officials were ac-

WASHINGTON, Sept 24: ls-
racl and its Arab neighbours
are winding up month-long
finally

1
¢

re adopted by the lefi-
government that last

Germany séeks
permanent UN
Council seat

UNITED NATIONS, Sept

: a chorus of
alls Wednesday for a Ermn
nent seat on the powerful U N

Councfl and also of-

fered to contribute troops to U

N peacckeeping forces, re-
ports AP,

The suggestions reflect

Cermany's new more promi-

nent role in foreign allairs, de-

parting from the reserved
policies after the Nazi era.

In his debutl appcarance al
the U N General Assembly,
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel
of Germany noted that debate
on reforming the |5-nation
Security Council was now un-

der way .

SAARC can be
more effective,
says Premadasa

ISLAMABAD, Sept 24: The

24

| South Asian Association for

Cooperation [(SAARC)

| Regional
can be further developed and

used as even more effective
instrument for regional coop-
cration Sri Lankan President

he Premadasa has
said, reports Xinhua.

The Sri Lankan President,
who is here on a two day state
visit to Pakistan, made the re-
marks at a banquet in his
honour hosted by Pakistan
president Ghulam Ishaq Khan

at the presidential palace here
Wednesday night.

It [SAARC) could provide
the framework for "the im-
provement of the lives of the
people of South Asia, Presi-
dent Premadasa said.

Sharif to visit
China Oct 6

~ BEWING, Sept 24: Pakistan
Premier Nawaz Sharif will pay
a 4-day offictal goodwill visit to
China from October six to ten,
a Foreign Ministry spokesman
announced today, reports PTI

The spokesman did not give
any details of the composition
of Sharil's delegation nor the
subjects to be discussed during
the visit.

It will be Sharifs second
visit to China as Prime Minis-
ter. He had been here late

February last year.

Pakistan's Minister of State
for Defence Ghaus AH Shah is
ted to visit China shortly

after Sharifl's trip.

cused of {llegal deals in a 1.1
billion dollar stock swindle —
the nation's worst financial
scandal.

One businessman jailed in
the stock scam, Venkataraman
Krishnamurthy, had headed
various key state industries for
two decades and had been on
virtually every important eco-
nomic planning committee for
the past 10 years.

Railroad Minister Jaffler
Sharief has come under attack
for inexplicably awarding a dirs
190 million contract to the
Swedish-Swiss company Asea
Brown Bgveri for 30 electric

locomotives. Locally made en-
gines, slightly less rful,
are available at less one-

tenth the cost, critics said.
The Congress Party has no
monopoly on corruption, how-
ever,
The starkest illustration of
unsavory politics came Sep-
tember 13 when Mahendra
Singn Bhatti, a member of the
Uttar Pradesh state legislaiure
from the opposition Janata Dal
party, was gunned down in his
car while stopped at a raflroad
crossing.

"But don't take it that way
stic, don't take it
that the discussions so far
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Off the Record

Jilted boyfriend
seeks to visit tiger

AMSTERDAM: First she broke ofl their relationship, then

she banned him from seeing the pet
Now Piet Cerfontaine is so upset at
the seven-year-old tiger the claims he helped

. reports AP.
denied access to
his former

@rifriend raise, he's gone to court for visiting rights.
Cerfontaine, 50, said in an account published Wednesday
that he hasn't seen the tiger, named Malaysia, since June,

when ex-girlfriend Anneke van Ham threw him out

along with

four pairs of underpants, two shirts and an clectric shaver,
according pairs ol underpants, two shirts and an electric

shaver, according

lo press reports.

Anncke, 58, said she thought Plet wanted to use the tiger
visiting rights regain her allections.

“If that's his plan, he's

got it all wrong,” she said in De

Telegraal, the Netherlands largest daily.
"He was never very interested in Malaysia anyway.”

But Piet told the paper that he was involved
upbringing since the couple bought it as a cub in 1987.

Love-sick pilot

ALBERTA: A love-sick
neighbourhood for nearly

ll‘li.htﬂ.ﬁl

pilot who buzzed his ex-girlfriend's
two hours was

med with

emotion but low on fuel and crashed into her living room
when the plane's tank ran dry, reports AP,

“l old himm he wasn't weglcome (n
lather as he sunveyed a iiving room filled with shat-
glass and bits of aluminium fuselage on Wednesday. " |

WOInan §
tered
guess this is how he got in.”

The woman, Donna Lorenz, and her
pilot
skull fractures and facial injuries.

before the crash, which left

my home,” said the

nis fled the house
y Mock with serious

Police evacuated about 100 people to a shopping mall
parking lot as Mock, 30, swooped and dipped a Cessna two

scater in the predawn flight. He stalled the

plane several

times and clipped the top branches of a tree.

I was his first girlfriend

DARWIN: A World War Il romance between an American
soldfer and an Australian woman has been rekindled, ending

in a whirlwind wedding 50 years later,

reports AP,

Glenn Hicks, then aged 22, and Dorothy Gill, 17, spent
five months going steady in the central Australian town of

Alice Springs in 1942,
Last Sunday, the two

got married

" 1 was his ﬁmtglrlfﬂ:ndandhcm;myﬁnlbuyfﬂerﬂ."
the new Mrs. Hicks said of her wartime courtship. *~ We were

pretty naive.”

Hicks, of Boise, Idaho, was sent to Alice Springs in the

Outback after the Japanese bombed the Northern Territory’s
capital Darwin, 1,200 kilometers (745 miles) to the north.

Police stuns kidnapper
MANILA: A Filipino-Chinese businessman who was kid-
napped and released for ransom was stunned when he went

to report the crime: His captors were members of the police

general's stafl, reports AP,

The incident, told the The Associated Press on condition
no further details be published, is part of a wave of kidnaping

that is raising concern about a

possible new corruption net-

work within the 100,000-member National Police.

Police say

they have no complete figures on abductions—

which mostly target well-heeled Filipinos of Chinese de-
scent— because victims often do not report the crimes.

But Filipino-Chinese sources say at least 22 have

been seized in Manila since Aug. 4. More than

other

Filipino-Chinese have been abducted on Mindanao Island

during the past year.

Senate slashes Bush's request

$ 250b defence bill okayed

WASHINGTON, Sept 24:
The Senate on Wednesday ap-
proved a 250 billion dollar
Pentagon spending bill for the
coming year that sharply cuts
President Bush's request for
the "Star Wars" defence sys-
tem, reports AP.

Endorsed on a vote of B6-
10, the measure now goes to a
House-Senate negotiating
committee to work out differ-
ences between the two cham-
ber's versions.

The total Senate spending
figure for the Strategic De-
fense Initiative is a cut from
this 's 270 billion dollar
and from the 261 billlon dol-
lar President Bush had re-

for the year beginning
Oct 1. The House bill provides
261 billlon dollar.

Among provisions in the
Senate version: 3.4 billion dol-
lar for a group of tactical air-
cralt Prﬂll'lmlm for whhl::
the Pentagon mt o
tal of 4.1 billion r. The
decision cflectively will force

competition between the Co-

manche and Apache heli-

copters, the F-22 advanced

fighter, the new versions of

the F-18 and the AX long-
bomber.

2 billion dollar to help con-
vert defense industries to civil-
jfan production and to aid
workers changing jobs as de-
fense plants c or retool for
post-Cold War missions.

For the Stra Defense
Initiative, 3.8 billion dollar
compared with Bush’'s request
for 5.4 billion dollar. The Sen-
ate level was 500 million dol-
lar below the amount endorsed
by the House.

Noe money for the V-22
Osprey, a Marine aircraft that
takes off like a helicopter,
then swivels its propellers
forward to fly like an '
The House included mil-
lion dollar for the experimen-
tal craft: some money to con-
tinue the programme Is ex-
pected to be in the final ver-
sion.



