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SEVILLE, Spain,
Sept 23: Diego
Maradona ended
4 his eight-year ca-
e" reer with Napoli
on Tuesday when
the Itallan club transferred
him to Seville of the Spanish
League for dirs 7.5 million,
re AP.
"This is the happiest day of
my life, the day | returned to
soccer and they gave me my
freedom,” Maradona said,
weeping upon hearing of the
deal's completion. "Today |
start to live again as | always

have and as | know g
The 31-year-o orward

completed a 15-month sus-.
pension for cocaine use on
June 30. But he refused to re-
port for the final season of his
contract with Napoli, the club
he led to their first two Italian
League titles in 1987 and 1990
and the 1989 UEFA Cup.

He tested positive for co-
caine following Napoli's match
against Bari on March 17,
1991, and was suspended that
April 6. He was arrested in
Buenos Aires 20 days later for
possession of illegal narcotics,
and is free on probation and
under treatment by court
order. On Sept 18, 1991, a
Naples court gave him a 14-
month suspended sentence for
Wﬂﬁ’ﬁg captain of
Argentina's national team
when ‘it won the 1986 World
Cup and finished second to
West Germany in 1990. He
scored 81 goals in 188 Italian
League games for Napoli — a
record for a r that was
matched last weekend by
Marco Van Basten — and added
28 goals in 45 Itallan Cup
games and five goals in 25 Eu-
ropean cups matches.

His play cleasly declined in
1989 and 1990, when he

Ing ldlmtiaﬁﬂ n#ftﬁz?snggg

fans, claiming mistrcatment.
He now admits he isn't the top
player in the world.

"Now | am No 10,000, but
let me fight on the field to get
back to what | was,” he said.
"Then you can judge if I'm No

IE.EIJ "
e rg{ul;'lﬁsllu the Spanish
e, where he played for

Barcelona [from 1982-84.
Maradona scored 22 goals in
36 Spanish League games, and
added eight in seven European
cups matches. He had played
for Boca Juniors in Argentina
in 1981, scoring 28 goals,
"With the eagerness that |
have, | can play a good game
for 45 minutes and if the peo-
ple in lle are with me,
that's what will put wind in my

dhr: M:Fm‘? .lngd- play [lor

Seville because the club is
coached by Carlos Bilardo, Ar-
gentina's coach In the 1988
and 1990 World Cups

Maradona is to make his debut
for Seville on Monday at home
in an exhibition match against
German’'s Bayern Unich. His
first official game probably
won'l be until Oct 4 at Athletic

*“\Mlnﬂ agreement was

reached in Zurich, Switzer
land, during a five-hour meet
ing at the offices of FIFA, soc
cer's governing body. FIFA

secretary Sepp Blatter
said he had pushed for a set
tlement, calling 1t an
"absolutely unique case in the
annals of soccer . ”

“If a player was banned from
the playing fields, when he
finds (his way) back to soccer
socicty, one has w0 give him

Danes face Latvia

for first time

LONDON, Sept 23: Aftcr
struggling 1o a goalless tie in
Latvia last month, European
soccer champion Denmark
return to the Baltic region
Wednesday 10 tackle Lithuania
in another Would Cup qualifica-
tion game, reports AP

The two teams have never
met before but the Danes know

f'i“‘

b

. The in Vinfus is onc
of five World Cup qualification
matches: being staged

the possibility to play again,”
Blatter said.

The deal calls for Seville to
pay Napoli dirs 3 million
within a week and the remain-
der in four instalments at in-
tervals of six months, Blatter
said.
Napoli, which acquired

Maradona from Barcelona for
dirs 11 million, had insisted
throughout the summer it
wouldn't deal Maradona, but
changed its mind under pres-
sure.

"It is in the interest of soc-
cer in general,” Napoli presi-
dent Corrado Ferlaini said,
adding he made the deal even
though he feels contracts
"must be respected — period.”

Maradona's contract with
Seville gives the club an option
for the 1993-94 season. Fer-
laini said the deal prohibits
Maradona from playing in the
Italian League for two years,
and Blatter said Maradona
agreed to refrain from verbal
attacks on soceer oflicials.
Seville president Luis Cuervas
Vilches said Maradona is for-
bidden to make “offensive re-
marks against Italian culture.”

"He has to make his talent
explode on the field and stop
making insulting comments
against soccer leaders — club,
federation and international.”
Blatter said.

Maradona has scored 31
goals for Argentina's national
team. He said he hopes to be-
come captain again as his
country prepares for the 1994
World Cup. which will be
played in the United States.

Maradona had been dining
at Seville's Andalusi Park Hotel
when he received a call at 2.45

NAPLES, Italy,
Sept 23:
Diego
flew into Naples
for the first time
cight years .
tcns ol thousands took to

strects to greet him, reports

"‘P'“Dir:gu. make us big,”
shouted the crowd of 70,000
San Paolo Stadium on a July
night, seeing him as a savior of
the fortunes not only of the
Napoli soccer team but the
troubled city itself.

strations or shouting Tuesday,
just an apparent sense of reltef

that Maradona's battle to be
relcased from his Napoli eon-
tract was finally over.

"Everything's quiet, nothd
public is planned,” sai
Francesco Marolda, a sports
reporter with the city's leading
newspaper, 11 Mattino.

Maroida said recent polls of
Maradona's fellow Huporpllr
ers and fans showed that most
just wanted and end to the
struggle and to see the great
Argentine forward back on the
field, even in the jersey of an-
other team.

Maradona got his wish, re-
lease from Napoll o play for
Sevilla, a deal that is costing
the Spanish team 7.5 million
dollar w take over the 3] -year-
old player's contract.

“You certainly need co
that's millions thrown to t
wind.” commented the presf-
dent of Torino, Gian Maure

LONDON, Sept
23 Troubled
glants Liverpool
battled from 3-0
down (o snaich a
4-4 draw In an

£

e

asionishing Eng-lish League
Cup tie against little Ches-
terfield at home on Tuesday.
reports Reuter.

Chesterficld, who are in the

football league Third Division,

embarrassed the Premier
League side who have been
ravaged by injury this season
but who still to field
five full internationals in the
second round first leg match.

. England centre-back Mark

right's 86th-minute

from a powerful hud:rmm-d:
up for his involvement in a
blunder that allowed

Chesterfield to go two goals up

after halfl an hour.
= Chﬂlc:%ehlma-ﬂl}m

after 48 minutes and led 4-2
with 20 minutes to go.

Champions Leeds won 4-1

at home Scunthorpe,
but Arsenal needed .an
equaliser from Kevin Campbell

Quiet Neapolitans
accept departure

When |
Maradona °

pm (1245 GMT) from Zurich
saying that Napoli had agreed
to the dirs 7.6 million transfer.
"Today | start to Hve again
as | always have and as | know
how,” a tearful Maradona said.

shape despite 1 1/2 years of
absence f[rom competition,
Cuervas said.

FIFA will guarantee the
transfer pact.

The - protocol, or transfer
pact, also commits Maradona,
known for his moods, temper-
amental outbursts and stormy
personal life, to refrain from
attacks on soccer officials in-
cluding FIFA's leaders, Blatter
said.

Cuervas said Maradona also
is forbidden to make 'offensive
remarks against Italian cul-
ture.’

Blatter denied FIFA pres-
sured Napoli. He dismissed
press reports that a major aim
was to boost chances that
Maradona would become a

Borsano,

"He's a player who's given a
lot. still has a lot left but can
create a lot of problems for any
team.”

During his stay, the tem-
peramental Maradona
his worth, leading Napoli to its
first ever Italian titles, in 1987
and 1990, and the UEFA Cup
in 1989,

But his triumphs on the
field were mar by contin-
ued off the field biems. In
addition to the 15-month sus-
pension from soccer for ro-
caine use, a Naples court also
gave him a 14-month sus-
pended sentence on cocaine
posscssion charges.

The Italian charges
stemmed from a police inves-
tigation which Included wire-
tapping of suspects in an al-
leged drug and prostitution
rng.

Also helping to make soccer
fans forget is the emergence of
a new hero, Daniel Fonseca of
Uru . Fonseca scored the
team's goals in a 5 | bat-
tering of Valencia in a UEFA
Cup match last Wednesday —

ualling Maradona's total for
his UEFA Cup appearances.
I'm happy how this story
ended " Napoll team cap-

tain, Ciro Ferrara, as
the ltalian news lﬂm
"Dicgo wanted to return to
playing, that's always been his
test desire. I'm close to
im in this moment, I'm happy
that he's resuming his activity

Late rally saves Liverpool blush

Lancaster punched to force the
ball over the line.

» Lancaster made it 3-0 three
minules into the second half
but within a minute Hungarian

substitute Istvan Kozma
crossed from the right for
Israeli forward Ronny

Rosenthal to open Liverpool's
account with a diving header.
Liverpool struck n in
the 68th mlnutt:”wh:n
Chesterfield keeper Mick
Leonard briliantly from
Mark Walters and Don

magnet f[or the sport at the
1994 World Cup in the United
States.

“FIFA did not want to med-
die by taking the case before
its own tribunal,” he said. "We
wanted first to use all possible
means to find a correct, ami-
cable solution.”

"Ifap was banned from
the playing fields, when he
finds back to soccer society,
one has to give him the possi-
bility to play again,” he said.

"FIFA played the role of
mediator and arbiter from the
beginning because we were
convinced that two so presti-
glous clubs could, if they
wanted, find an area of agree-
ment.”

“It would have been a sim-
ple allair if the person involved
were not Diego Armando
Maradona,” Blatter said.

The Seville team reportedly
started bidding at dirs 4.5 mil-
lion but by Monday upped that
to dirs 6.5 million. News re-

rts said Napoll was asking

tween dirs 8 milllon and
dirs 15 million. |

Argentine coach
overjoyed

BUENOS AIRES, Sept 23:
Argentina's coach Alfio Basile,
overjoyed at news of Diego

na's return to soccer,
said on Tuesday he would call
the former captain tq the na-
tional team for every important
match, reports Reuter.

"I am chocked with emo-
tion. The world's best PI?::L::
back, at long last,” said ;
whose side are unbeaten in 20
games since he took charge in
December 1990.

Maradona, who led Ar-
gentina to victory in the 1986
World Cup and second place in
1990, returns to professional
soccer with Sevilla this month
after nearly 18 months out of
the game.

The Spanish Club, now

coached by former Argentina
s Carlos Bilardo, and his
ormer [talian team Napoli an-

nounced earlier on Tuesday
the transfer of the 31-year-old
midfielder.

"My happiness is complete,”
Maradona said alter the trans-
fer was confirmed. "1 am com-
ing back with new colleagues
in a new country and in a city
where | have been treated
marvellously.”

Maradona, who in June
concluded a 15-month suspen-
sion for cocaine abuse, has al-
ways been in Basile's plans

although he has never played -

under his guidance.

“We've talked things
over with Bilardo and Diego
won't have any problems in
Joining us whenever we ask for
him.” Basile told a radio inter-
viewer,

Apked how often he
planned to summon Maradona,
Basile fired back: “"Always. He
might not make it when
(Sevilla) is playing a UEFA Cup
match or some tournament.
Theyll have to make the dect-
sions, but Diego can't miss the
most important matches "

Argentina, who won the
South American Championship
under Basile last year, meet
arch-rivals Uruguay in a
friendly in Montevideo today.

They are scheduled to play
in a four-team tournament in
Saudi Arabla next month
against the host country, the
United States and Ivory Coast
and meet Poland In a friendly
at home on November 25

Hutchison followed up to
notch his first sentor goal for

the Merseyside club.

With Liverpool going all out
for an equaliser Norris raced

clear on to a long ball from
defence to beat James again In
the 68th minute.

But Walters pulled one back
three minutes later and five
minutes from time Kozma laid
on Wright's equaliser with a
cross from the right wing

Sport

Maradona starts to live again |

| R'W’ﬂd

Sabatini, Maleeva |

move on to qrtrs

TOKYO, Sept 23: Second-
Seeded Gabricla Sabatini and
fourth seed Katerina Maleeva
scored straight-sets wins on
Wednesday to reach the -
ter-finals of the 350,000
Nichirei International Ladics
Tennis Championship, reports

number three
Sabatini needed 96 minutes to
dispatch hard-hitting Japanese
Rika Hiraki 6-3, nﬂ‘-ﬂ in the
second round and said Hfter-
wards it had been a difficult
maltch.

“l played well but it was a
tough match as Hiraki just hit
everything. | tried not to play
the same lennis all the time. |
used drop shots and came to
the net actively,” said Sabatint,
sceded second here and
ranked third among the
world's women tennis pl :

The Argentine player broke
Hiraki in the third game alter
four deuces, but the 5-foot, 2-
inch (157-centimetre) rookie
Japanese pro immediately

1

4 ;

th

Caeser's Palace Hotel in Las Vegas

-born -ﬁcm Martina Navratilova, with her pet dog
, Nevada on Monday to begin her preparations for the

broke back with passing shots. | 'battle of sexes' match against Jimmy Connors on Sept 25.

L]

-
K D (killer dog), arrived at

— AFP photo

MINNEAPOLIS,
Sept 23: Another
shot at Stefan
Edberg. Another
chance to red-
eem himself in
the cyes of his countrymen.
Another opportunity to f[ree
himself from his personal
prison of disappointment.

For Pete Sampras, this
weckend's Davis Cup semifinal
is more than just another ten-
nis tournament, reports AP,

He calls-his Sept 13 loss to
Edberg in the US Open final

STEFAN EDBERG
nis most disappointing defeat

ever. A closc second was-his
double dose of fatlure in the

Top seeds to play
Paris Indoor Open

PARIS, Sept 23: Seventeen
of the world's top 20 players
will take part in the Paris In-
door Open tennis tournament
in November, organisers said
on Wednesday. reports Reuter.

Only Wimbledon champion
Andre Agassi and fellow Amer-
icans Ivan Lend]l and Aaron
Krickstein will miss the
2,165,000 tournament in
Bercy, which offers the biggest
prize money on the ATP tour.

World number one Stefan
Edberg of Sweden, who won in
Bercy two years ago, will top
the bill for the November 2-8
event, followed by Americans
Jim Courfer and Pete Sampras,

Sevilla fans
crowd hotel

SEVILLE, Spain, Sept 23:
Hundreds of Spanish football
fans besicged the Seville hotel
where Diego Maradona was
staying hours afler his transfer
o FC Sevilla was fMnalised on
Tuesday. reports AFP.

Police sald thevy had to seal
oll the hotel in the suburb of
e nacagzon

Maradona trained at the
nearby Las Minas golf course as
he has done since arriving tn
the city But a training session
with his new clubmates on
Tuesday afternoon was ruled
outl because of the risk of in
jury after his months of soccer

| inactivity

=

(L) and Didier Auriol raise their hands after

. The French duo completed 38 special
- AFP photo |

|Good news for Indian D

1981 Davis Cup final at Lyon,
France, where he feit he per-
sonally cost the United States
the title.

Saturday, and John
McEnroe will play doubles to-
gether for the first time when
they meet Sweden's Edberg
and Anders Jarwd in what

could be the event's key
match.

Jim Courier and Andre
Agassi will represent the

United States in singles
matches Friday and Sunday.
Edberg and Magnus Larsson

| JIM COURIER

are expected to be Sweden's
siw mm
Switzerland this weekend 0
Geneva in the other best-of-5
semifinal. Winners advance to

the final, Dec 4-6, at Fort
Worth, Texas.

‘I'm happy to be on this
team. I'm happy to be
this mhcncr against Edberg
again,” Sampras said .
"But that second US tro-
phy would definitely sit ty
in my living room. I'm very
disappointed. This loss has af-
ftflﬂ.'] me much more than |
thought it would.”

Sampras, who won the US
Open as a 18-year-old in 1990,
got back to the final earlier
this month, fighting off severe
stomach pain to beat Courier
in the semifinals. The next
day, however, he lost in four
scts to Edberg.

“You don't realise how much
it really means to you until it's
over,” sald Sampras, ranked
third in the world behind Ed-
berg and Courier. "Monday,

Tuesday, Wednesday of last
week | was still very disap-
pointed. It was just bad luck.

He was just the better man
that day. For some reason, that
loss really affected me more
than any other loss | had in my
career.”

Sampras didn't touch a
racket again until this week.

“The US Open loss ... was a
good chance that | let slip
away,” uh; said. " just wanted
to put racket up, some
golf and have a hui If:.ll?: After

ANDRE AGASSI
about a week, | missed it and

~was looking forward to hitting

yesterday and today. As far as
my state of mind, I'm pretty

happy.”

He wasn't very happy about
10 months ago when he fal-
tered at Lyon.

Sampras had never com-
peted in the Davis Cup until
captain Tom Gorman chose
him to play against France in
the ‘91 final, where he lost to
Henrl Leconte in straight sets
and to Guy Forget in four.

“That was one of the
tougher decisions, to have a
player play his first Davis Cup
match in the final,” Gorman
said. "At that time, | felt — as
all the other players felt — that
Pete was playing the best of
anybody in the world.”

Once he got to Lyon, how-
cver, "l was completely over-
whelmed,” Sampras said.

"When | was out there play-
ing Leconte, | was so dis-
tracted by so many d
things. | was more

US-Sweden Davis Cup semifinal

Sampras' chance to redeem himself

than | would be at another
event. | kind of got the whole
Davis Cup ball of wax all in one
shot.

“France hadn't won in a
long time and we were very
cager. | came out a little bit

cold and, as a result, |

lost the (tournament), losing
my two matches. It was a
tough experience for me and
hopefully | won't go through it

Said Gorman: "1 don't think
he will ever experience the in-
ternal feeling he had in Lyon.

PETE SAMPRAS

We're at home now and | think
he'll be thriving ofl the enthe-

" siasm here.”
He also said Sampras would

benefit from playing with
McEnroe, even if the two are
strangers on the court.

"l think Mac's presence will
snap anything out of Pete that's
been bugging him,” Gorman
said. -

In addition to being the
spokesman, leader and elder
statesman of the US team,
McEnroe is 57-10 in Davis Cup
play — 16-2 in doubles.

That's camforting to Sam-
pras, who knows he's not be-
ing asked to carry the load this
time.

“I'm fortunate that I'm play-
ing with probably the best
doubles player that's ever
played this game. Unfortu-
nately, we haven't played to-
gether,” Sampras said. "We're
basically going out there hop-
ing for the best. I'm just going

to go oul there play my

NEW DELHI, Se-
pt 23: Ramesh
Krishnan has fou-
ght off a

back injury in a
timely boost to
India’s hopes of sneaking past
Britain into the elite Davis Cup

world group here this
werkend, reports AFP.
The 31-year-old Cup vet-

eran was pronounced fully fit
by non- captain Naresh
Kumar, who is looking for a
third-time-lucky result at
home on the Delhi Lawn

Agassi's inaugural
Australian Open

next year

MELBOURNE, Sept 23:
Wimbledon tennis champion
Andre Agassi will play his first
Australian Open in January, the
event's general manager Jim
Reid said today, reports
Reuter

Reid said in a statement
that although local governing
body Tennis Australia had al-
ways been confident Agassi
would play, it had not received
iﬂtﬁl notification until Tues-

“We are delighted to have
Agassl,” he said.

"He will add even more
colour and excitement. Me s
such an inspirational player.”

Reid said’ the American
would be a favourite for the

. one of the four Grand
tennis events, which will

be al Melbourne's Na-
tional is Centre from Jan-
wary 181w 31

‘Everything is on for
January. It's lovking i
could be the * t yet," Reid
naake ! | |

"His back is holding up
fine,” Kumar said. "Niggling in-
juries are common when a

player is past 30, they can't be

lief.”
rone Krishnan,
who has held key to India's

to recover,” he said.
is timely return to fitness
and the impro form of
former junior imbledon
champion Leander

His British counterpart

avis Cup

squad

Tbrznﬁchrd best known as
Stefan Edberg's coach, thinks
the Davis Cup can be a great
leveller. He, like Kumar, is of-
fering no predictions about the
outcome.

"Rankings go out of the
window.” Packard said. "When
we played Austria, Mark
Petchey, who is way down on
the list, beat Horst Skofl, whe
s 1B or 16.7

Bates, 30, has recovered
from a bout of the dreaded
Delhi belly, which he
up promptly on W here
last weekend and sent him

frequently to the men's room
during practice sessions.

Wightman' Cup
all but sealed

LONDON, Sept 23: The
Wightman Cup tennis trophy
was all but consigned te the
8C on Tuesday after the
United States rejected an offer
to defend It against a com-
bined European team, reports
Reuter.

The traditional annual
match between the leading
British and US women, first
played in 1923, was
after the last tie at
burg, Virginia, three years ago
because it had become too
one-sided
 Britain suffered another 7-0
whitewash as the Americans
took a 51-10 lead in the series,

The Lawn Tennis ta
tion{LTA) Iater a Ry-
der Cup » clash between

US and Europe to revive
thée competition but the
Ameritans rejected that idea
and refused 1o allow the cup o .
be put up for any alternative
women's match.



