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Not So Easy, Europe

When French voters said out, by the narrowest
of margins, to the European union pact known as

the Maastricht in a referendum on Sunday.
both sides in the ent found something to be
m.ned about. Eurogpe is still altve, the pro-Maas-
{ might have said. Yes, but only by the
skin ol its teeth, the anti-union nationalists might
have retorted.
A ‘No' in France, foll the rejec-
tion of the Danish voters last June,

rmm ed the whole idea off, for
future at any rate. A French Yes
idea of a united Europe gets a fresh
in its sails after the Danish disaster, gMnf
pporters of unfon s breathing time. Bu
No component in the plebiscite result
also means that the sa will now be far
tougher than the bureaucrats in the European
Commission in Brussels had ,

The biggest of relief, as expected, came
from Germany which has emerged as the strongest
chamption of European integration in recent
months. That, curiously., has fuelled the anti-
union fires in France, tain and other smaller
states. Detractors of Maastricht say that German

for union is proof that Bonn wishes to
re-establish its supremacy over Europe, this time
behind the fAcade of monetary and political union.

We may recall that former British Transport
Secretary Nicholas Ridley had caused quite a
furore across the continent two years ago. by say-
ing that monetary union would mean “handing
Europe to Germany on a plate”. Ridley is no

er a political factor, but his mentor Margaret
Thatcher still is, albeit in the House of Lords, and
she is likely to find many takers in the House of
Commons {f she really took it upon herself to lead
an anti-Maastricht charge. John Major, the prime
minister, has refused to consider a referendum
on the Treaty, probably unsure of the outcome
the tradftional suspicion with which Britons
view Europe, particularly Ge and France.
Major now wants a summit before ratification,
probably in an effort to put in some amendments
which would make it easier for him to sell the
Treaty to parliament.
It is more or less clear that the Treaty, in its
resent form, has become discredited. ether
ermany and its allies in the French political
establishment and the EC bureaucracy are pre-
pared to read the writings on the wall or not, is
another matter. For one thing, it is highly unlikely
that the Danes would approve Maastricht in a
second referendum unless some changes were
effected. By all accounts, the Danish government
is not even in a hu to have this referendum
before the Jan. 1, 1993 deadline for Maastricht to
become effective. Free trade and free movement
of people across national boundaries are one thing,
but gtvtn‘g up portions of national sovereignty in
terms of control over currencies, economies,
wide areas of leggslauun etc. are something altog-
ether different. At a time when the wind blowing
from eastern Europe is one of undiluted natio-
nalism, the thought of a Maastricht-type federation
may not have been premature, particularly as the
uriion may well leave Europe’s traditi WOITY,
Germany, in a dominating position. But Europe
may also find that-the road to the fractured
past is also blocked, and supremely unattractive
too. The big task therefore before European
statesmen now is how to balance the two, and
alley fears that union would mean surrender of

PWT ttng:me else or to a group of
ace tﬁn Ircy ureaucrats not amwgablg to

national parltaments. It would be a tough task, but
it is something they have to perform if the EC is
to progress beyond being just a free trade body.

. » L]
Educating Working Children

In its penchant for newer names — often re-
namlngbnf institutions, parks and other public
places bullt specially by the previous regime —
the present government is surely on course of
setting a record. But after years of too much of
exhibition of showy governance rather than true
dispensation of justice, people are least inter-
ested in changing names. What th would
thankfully welcome is the required reformation
to realise the objectives. Mere change of the
name from Path i Schools to Shishu an
Schools has not done, according to a report, any
great service to the purpose for which those edu-
cational institutions were set up. On the contrary,
26 out of 72 schools have been closed down.

One candid admission on the part of the con-
cerned sources of the report is that the infrastruc-
ture of the renamed Pathakali Trust is not neces-
sarily going to be changed. What then pm‘l'gted
the renaming will perhaps go unanswered. There
is, however, a natve argument that through the
change of the name of the Trust or the schools, a
thrust has been provided for better l'unctmmiuf
both. If closing down of the 26 of the Trust scho-
ols by this time is any sign, one can only be appre-
hensive of what awalts the Trust or the sc :

A nnn-ﬂmﬁt organisation relying on its own re-
sources the Trust can manage its schools for the
next 10 years. Institutions such as these have
their origin in gimmickry, but once they tran-
scend the narrow boundary to serve thousands of
unfortunate children fn a manner they have been
doing lately, there s no point cond them
to meet the unwanted fate of those 26 schools.
Rather than forcing the Jrust to reduce the num-
ber of the schools, attﬂ‘:nl_gt should be geared up
to raise their number. That way alone the vast
army of working children could provided with
the necessary facilities and scope for their educa-
tion. Only about 19,000 children were fortunate
enough to study in these schools and with the

ture end of the 26, misfortune has already
6.000—7.,000 of them.

It has now become settled that at this level of

our economic development, we cannot enforce
the law prohibiti

ng child labour. Both Hoverty and
filiteracy have conspired to retard the develop-

our human resources. The schools for the
e el iy B, Bl Rty in forgi

C eir . but
the nation stands to benefit geatly.
Not measurable in any material terms, the im-

provement over a lo riod of time sudde
remarkable. g € necessity is to cvnll‘v]z
mrlclﬁmhmddhmhtcgy to improve upon kﬂ: e
ringing as many wor
children as undenrst?ige p 4 It
henl'mthcrly t.ﬂ'té:cc ﬂdrenunmt;-
ered can apply their acquired knowledge at the
schools for their quality dh?l?g. On the
successful the programme also
depends, to a large extent, the success of the
universal primary education.

TRANGE things have
been happening to that

many encouraging signs that
the government was taking

education sertously. Gigantic
strides were made and radical
pelicy changes effected to-
wards realising what has been

tion for all.
But, as with clse,
the trend in education

pening to education once again
— and we couldn't make a
meaningful move eitHer to-
wards improving the lteracy
rate or increasing the number
of universities to any re-
spectable figure. In the bargain
non-secular theological -
based backward-looking educa-
tion was spread at the cost of
setting up new schools and

manned with teachers
imbibing modern attitudes of
democratic tolerance and so-
cial consciousness and an
awarcness of the scientific and

technological revolution.

Buffeted by all kinds of at-

at hall-baked and most
ill-advised reforms and violent
massive movements against
them — education came to
mean almost wholly getting
hold of the question papers
before the examinations and
making a brisk business of that
widespread lcakage — and
then wholesale copying at the
examination centres. The edu-

Titanic Raintree fell
with a Promethean cry.
A great spasm passed
through Mother Earth. For
several days continued this
cataclysmic feat. This

happened right on the Dhaka

University campus. | was
standing near to this destruc-

ton site.
The University did not re-

alise what they lost with the
fall of the raintree: They lost =
moral wisdom. Why a mere
tree could have that much im
portance on moral issuc? Be-
cause a tree is a symbol of life
today. Was it necessary for the
University to perish this Maha-
vanaspati? Were they con-

structing a new b com-
plex on the tree-stand? No.

and an unthinkable shame.

Let me tell the story of this
near-a-century-old raintree.
This tree was intro-
duced during mid 19th cen-
tury in the Indian subconti-
nent. For the last one hundred

time of its fall, this glant rain-
tree's weight must have been
over 30 tons having a height of
about 150 feet. Do we know of
its unseen direct and indirect
contribution to our life over a
long span of its existencel An
awareness and understanding
of these benefits may help us
appreciate the value and im-
portanee of a tree like this lost
one. Understanding these ef-

fects can be particularly help-

ful to persons or axemen re-

for their destruction
Mmtﬁedwnﬂmﬂiu-
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on the already economically
crippled Iragq.

We wou request the
United Nations to re-consider

country. At the same time |
would honestly call upon the
Iraqi authority to discharge all
the obligations under the pre-

'vious UN sanctions. In my

opinfon there must not be any
more sanctions st Iragq.
Let Iragis devote themselves In
the re-bullding activities of
their country.

M Zahidul Hague

wmmmrd
Institute, :
"Export or Die"
Sir, This refers Lo your su-
perb editorial under the above

caption published In your es-

in Bangladesh
g shert, trees reduge

cational establishment, by now
having been bereft of ideas and
interests In educational
philosophtes and education’s
role in bullding a truly civilised
gl:lty _ rushed to plug the
les that were shamefully
the hollowness of ev

erything at all levels of educa-
ton.

One of the results of that
rush io a solution of copying —
which was but a puny part of
the whole discase, was resort-
ing to an objective-gquestion-

based evaluation , And
lhtuumnmmmnhrnll

to see when the SSC results
were published this year. That
was the silllest and the
strangest thing of all that has
happened to Bangladesh's edu-
cational sector. All stars and
first divisions — and a
percentage double that of the
previous, year The very idea of
the three boards of

education taking political bid-

aminations revert to the old
and tested ways from the very
next year. If this is true, the
other truth of the matter s
perhaps more important. If
this has to continue, even for
one more time, something
must be done 1o it to lessen
the harm it does and to make
it somewhat acceptable to sen-
sible people.

Concerned people have
been one In thinking that the
examinee, in order to pass,
must secure the pass mark in
the non-objective half required
to be written, independent of
whatever he or she gets in the
other half. That should mean
that passing the writing half is
a must for passing the subject
as a whole. Although this is
quite justified a suggestion —
one towards which the exami-
nations must be made to move
if the objective multi-choice

2

contained their questions. It
was now a matter of hours to
gct into the head 500 bits of
information — with little refer-
ence to the su t — and
while the exam devote
full 50 minutes o tick 50
given answers. One never
thought life and the world was
80 casy.

The whole problem lay with
the formation of the Task
force’ that devised the bank' of
about 5,000 multiple-
choice questions. The paper-
sctiers of the different Boards
and subjects were asked to
borrow their questions from
this bank. This was a wrong
thing to do. The task force's
questions should have served
the paper-setters as something
to model their own questions
on — and nothing more

As in the first case of the
written part, we do not want

proving the of
pee rynic_“

should presuppose that some
education of whatever
has been o the stu-

dent to be examined and that
the examinee has ecxercised
himselfl or herself in the activ-
ity called education in re-
sponse to an urge from within
And this is what has been
wanting in most of those that
take the SSC exams, or for that
any other examination.
'F—hen:“'hll is the use of
' the examinations?
in fact the defectife and
anti-education nature of the
prevailing modes of examina-
tion has been largely, if not
wholly, determining nature
of the asademic activity that
goes on in the schools. The
questions in the examinations
are the be-all and end-all in
the schools — and not
skills and knowledge cul-
tivation of feeling and appreci-

In fact the defective and anti-education nature of the prevailing modes of examination has been largely, if not

wholly, determining the nature of the academic activity that goes on in the schools. The questions in the
examinations are the be-all and end-all in the schools. ..

ding as to how much grace
mark to award and up to what
pass percentage the ex-
aminees’ papers be managed to
— is totally anti-educational
and absclutely nauseating. It is

like these macro ma-
nipulations and not the actual
education imparted in the
classroom and tmbibed by the

. pupil and put to test and evalu-

ation and gradation in the ex-
aminations that formed the en-
tirety of education in fhe na-
tion. To set it all right is a tall
order. The very first thing that
cries out for redress is the ex-
amination farce of 1992. Fol-
lowing is a resuscitation pre-
scription.

We must first come to ac-
cept the reality that, however
farcical the present secondary-
level evaluation system is, or
for that matter detrimental to
the cause of the cultivation of
the intellectual, aesthetic and
moral faculties of the tender
boys and girls, this system
cannot just be wished away in
the matter of a year. It is just
not sible to make the ex-

important part of man's envi
ronment. They have always
supplicd many ol man's basic
needs — material, authentic,
spiritual and stable environ-
mental. They also contribute
generously some very impor-
tant physical factors which we

need very badly.

sion, screen dust [rom air,
suppress loud noses and wind
velocity, preduce atmospheric
oxygen, reduce air pollutants
and temper the climate. Re-
cently, the Indian Forest Re-
search Institute in Dehradun
and Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tutes, USA jointly calculated
the value of above contribu-
tions from a full grown mango
tree to be Rs 15 lakh. Now you
can imagine, what would be
the value of this Herculean
campus-Raintree which is
about 20 times bigger than'a
mango trec! In another compu-
tation it shows that for each
ton of wood growth, a tree re-
leases 1.07 tons of oxygen and
purifics. 1.47 tons u]lycnrbon-
dioxide. An average-size mango

tree in hot summer day tran-
spires about 100 gallons of wa-
ter. The accompanying cooling
effect is equivalent to that
produced by [ive or more
room-size air cooling units. You
can now ecasily compute the
cooling effect of that fallen
raintree which is so many
times bigger than the former.
In other words, citizens of
Dhaka, particularly the inhabi-
tants of the campus must have
enjoyed for over half a century
the silent offerings made by
this fallen Titan.

Under the circumstances,
we should make a direct ques-
tion: who has the audacity to
destroy this silent friend of
mankind? Where are the green
crusaders of our country?
Where are the teachers and
students of the University?

lere-

ticking thing has at all 1o be
retained, put into practice
right at this moment this is
sure to lead to a wholesale
massacre of lakhs of students.
In order to give the exams a
semblance of usefulness and at
the same time to avoid such a
massacre, it s suggested very
strongly that no examinee may
pass SSC unless she or he se-
cures 10 out of the 50 in the
written half of the paper.
The task of bri sOme
scnse into the so objec-
tive hall is no less important.
The first thing that strikes ev-
eryone of average IQ s — why
was there no provision for
negative marking for wrong
ticking? In the absence of
such, even the examinees
knew that perfectly random
ticking borm of perfect igno-
rance of the subject was guar-
anteed 10 give them al least 20
per cent mark and with some
preparation it was possible to
lake it to around 60 per centL
Then they had their lucky
strike. They got hold of all the
five hundred questions which

Why could not they resist the
killing of this benefactor?

We are more concerned be-
causc this Green-Murder took
place right on the campus of
Dhaka University, the leading

=9 = pe— P -

tecmed daily of Aug 22.

It is a matter of fact that our
country imports more than
what it exports in the interna-
tional market. This one-way

trading practice has virtually
caused an adverse effect on the
'‘Balance of Trade' as well as on
the 'Balance of Payment' of our
country. The economic pro-
gress of the country is said to
be largely determined by the
favourable balance in each case.
But our country seems to have
miserably failed to boost (ts
volume of export which is
regarded as the ‘engine of
" of an economy.

In the backdrop of this situ-
ation, we call upon the Gover-
nment to identify the major
arcas of problem for export
and design some realistic and

coordinated policy, es lly
on Industry, Export Labour
80 that we can survive.

Nitin Roy

Fakirerpool, Dhaka.

Govt Accommodation

Sir, It is well known that
there is acute sho e of
Government accom ation

in Dhaka. Allegedly, taking ad-

to remedy things at one go. We
propose that for two wrong
tickings the examinee loses
one point. And that time for
ticking these questions be
brought down to 20 minutes
and not a second more. And
that t must be ensured that
the examinees have no way to
know beforehand of the store
of questions from which thetrs
would be taken.

This then is the recipe for
making the SSC exams some-
what workable but only for a
couple of years by which time
the educational pundits will
have cooled their heads and
devised something leading to
better evaludtion of the knowl-
edge and skill the students
have picked in the schools.

The above suggestions have
very little to do with education
as such which goes on lan-
guishing in its state of total
neglect — by the nment
and by the political and
all assoctations of people, by
teachers as well as the
guardians — and above all by
the students themselves. Im-

The Fall of a Titan

" by Noazesh Ahmed

educational and human re-
source development institution

e

of the country!l The University
protecting its own environ-
— e

vantage of that the Directorate
of Government Accommeda-
tion has rather become a den
of corruption. There are
officers and staflf who are not
getting accommodation even
after nine/ten years of*their
ﬂ:::lng in Dhaka. On the other
those who can manage
the officials of the Directorate
manage accommodation within
a few months. Although the
Directorate is maintaining a
waiting list of applicants, this
appears simply as an eyewash.
It is suggested that the
Directorate should not only
maintain a register of waiting
list, it should also maintain a
register of those who have
been allotted accommodation
in the last five years along with
the date of their joining iIn
Dhaka. This register should be
open to all applicants. In that
case people in the waiting list
can verify whether people join-
ing offices in Dhaka after them
have been or not allotted ac-
commodation before them.
The Directorate of Govern-
ment Accommodation tries to
explain away the anomalies by
saying that there are some
people like private secretaries

is not only responsible for dis-
semination of knowledge and
= =

—

to Ministers who get priority
in allotment. But there are
reportedly so many cases
where people not falling in
such category are getting acco-
mmodation superseding others
may be through corruption,
nepotism and favouritism.

It is felt that the whole sys-
tem of allotment should -
viewed to make it fair and eq-
uitable. As it is, an official who
is allotted accommeodation en-
joys the benefit until he retires
unless, of course, he is posted
out of Dhaka. On the other
hand, there are hundreds and
thousands who are retiring
without getting Government
accommodation.

To make the whole system
equitable it is suggested that
Government accommodation
should be allotted only for a
term of three years. Alter ex-
piry of the term allottees
should vacate and peotl: from
the waiting list should be given
allotment for a new term. In
the process everybody will
ll‘-lndpl chance of getting ac-
commodation for a limited
period, at least,

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantt

‘over lo

| elected sovereign legis

ation of beauty and values.
Then there builds up a
tremendous re o see

that the questions come re-
peating from a fund neot ex-
ceeding for a subject. It
takes a of average 1Q
very little work to bring that

box of lons out of which
thﬂrr-mmmtnt
be chosen down to

not more than 156 tions.

That applies too for a student
of rather high IQ. A band of
students bent on doing good,
of whatever calibre, through
collective intelligence can very
well guess five questions of ev-
ery paper correctly il not all

six. And they do 1t targeting
not more than the a -men
tioned 16.

What education amounts to,
as a whole, in the schools is
committing to memory dic-
tated or copied answers to
some ol these short-list of
questions. The guardians and
leachers participate in this
game of nullifying education
and all prospects of it in the
future years of the student

mental alflfairs. bul also lor
promoling those for the overall
welfare of the country. We
must remember lrees give us
shade, beauty, the air we
breathe, other benefits.
I we let them, they could save
our troubled environment. In
view of these significance, the
Government, like in many
countries and cities, should
ban the felling of established
large and uncommon trees,
particularly in urban arecas.
Prior permission must be
sought from the Environment
Department to axe a standing
tree in the major cities of the
country.

Yet when axemen went to
strike it, this benefactor re-
mained silent, and offered all
its material products to them
aller death, which, they loaded

“on many trucks perhaps on

their cruel craze, and rushed
to the market for a diminish-
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How to Make SSC Exam Less Hilarious

by Waheedul Haque
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The question-and-copied-
answer bound system of uned-
ucation will take long to heal
But a start must be made. And
there i all the need to make
haste — the bus of 2 1st century
civilisation is all set to start
and we can afford to miss it

ing floolish ‘gain’. . History
teaches us that it is the de-
struction of trees, whether by
nomadic tribes or by ancient
Romans or modern man that
leads to environmental catas-
trophe and desertification.
Then the vast complexity of
life yields to the si ty of
de Disgusted with man's
destruclive behavior towards
our most benevolent friend,

Barnard Shaw made 4
caustic remark in his Maxims
for Revolutionist: ... 'Except
during the nine months before
he draws his first breath, no
nin manages his aflairs as well
as a tree does.'

DR NOAZESH AHMED is a
distinguished agricultural sci-
entist with specialization in
agro-environment. He works as
consultant to the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, World Bank and
FAQ in Southeast Asia.

Not Beyo

The much talked-about or-
dinance called the Curbing of
Terrorist Activities 1992 has
been promulgated defying a
strong plea made by a respon-
sible section of the press, the
people and internatio re-
spected personalities of the
legal profession against its
promulgation, We were confi-
dently hoping that The Daily
Star's leader "More Questions
Raised than Answered”
(September 16) was logical,
thoughtful and forceful enough
to persuade the government
out of its too quickly hatched
plan to promulgate it. We also
thought that Dr Kamal Hos-
sain’s sober advice to the Pres-
ident to send the ordinance,
which he termed a black law,
back to the cabinet would be
seriously considered and
heeded,

But apparently, shortsight-
edness, irrationality and maybe
a certain motive triumphed
gic, pragmatism and po-
litical wisdom. So in an ex-
traord show of haste and
obstinacy the ordinance has
been published in an extra-or-
dinary gazette knocking the

le out of their wits,
ordinance has come as
an assault on the system of
parliamentary democracy, on
the jJjudictary, on the
constitution itsell. No state of
emergency has been declared,
but the ordinance has been
romulgated Iignoring and
ypassing the parliament
where a bill dealing with the
same problem s wunder
consideration. This ordinance
looks like a legal made
in the factory of the cabinet
rather than a piece of
legislation passed h{-. the
ture,
and is lable to be used against

political opponents and inno-

cent people.

Secondly, since the judges
of the tribunals will be ap-
pointed by the rnment
and not by the Chiefl Justice,
the ordinance constitutes a
negation of the independence

nd Repair

‘ermment is

of the judiciary which a demo-
cratic government is bound to
honour by expediting total
separation of the Judiciary
from the Executive. It will be a
mockery of the rule of law by
which the government swears

suring the people of keeping
its promise to repeal the said
Act, the government has really
been using it. And now instead

of repealing the Special Pow-

ers Act. the government has
given the an ordinance
which co be infinitely more

despotic than the former.

Fourthly, the unprece-
dented and sweeping powers
giver under the ordinance to
those concerned with curbing
terrorism pose a threat of
curbing the people's funda-
mental rights and subjecting
them to more terrorism. The
fear is not unfounded that
there may be no ‘limit’ to the
abuse of 'unlimited' power.

What is really needed is not
such an ordinance or a new
law, but strict, intelligent and
effective enforcement of the
relevant laws that are already
there.

It is a desperate situation
like the one in which a beggar
finds himsell in front of a
richman's residence and fts
fierce-looking canine guard.
Facing the danger he cries out:
| don't want alms, sir, Just
check your dog,

Must the ordirfance be
taken as a fait accompli? Ne
taking notice of the general
reaction the rmment can
yet undo what it has done
without losing face. The gov-
to know
that "bad laws are the worst
sort of tyranny”™ and that
"stubbornness is not always a

virtue”. The should not
be forced to yell — check your
damned dog

Nafis Masud
Eskaton, Dhaka




